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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 






The " Amusing Stories" now published were men- 
tioned by me in my preface to the Two Tales sumamed 
*^ Fortune and Misfortune," and were likewise translated 
from the Shamsah-va-Quhquhah of Mirza Berhhorddr 
TurhrrtdUy not however at random, but selected from 
various portions of the original work. 

In elegance and beJauty of style the Shamsah con- 
siderably surpasses the general run of prose composi- 
tions, and is difficult enough to repel any one who has 
not acquired a tolerable knowledge of Persian by a 
regular course of study, or at least to cause much trou- 
ble and fatigue to persons who can neither read 
fluently nor discover the significations of words and 
metaphoricjtl expressions promptly. Not only general 
readers who merely wish to while away an hour plea- 
santly, but also students to whom the Persian style is a 

j curiosity and a novelty, may derive much benefit and 

I aid by perusing the original work in connection, with 
" Fortune and Misfortune" and with these ^^ Amusing 
Stories" in both of which I have rendered difficult 
idiomatic expressions into as Uteral English as the 

[ language admits of without trenching too closely on 

I the absurd. 

Should anybody ask why I have translated merely 
selections and not the whole work ? The reply is, that 
these appeared more interesting, and that it is not 



IV TRANSLATOR S PREFACE. 

likely any man would be willing to risk the publication 
of a large book the sale of which would be uncertain, 
and the loss nearly certain. Even in little books like 
the present the publisher is glad if he can cover only 
the expenses of printing, and he considers himself very 
successful if a small margin of profit is left. Such is 
the case in Bombay where neither the English reading 
public is great, nor the demand for this species of books 
is considerable ; and therefore, rather than that the 
Shamsah should remain altogether unknown, some por- 
tions of it are now given to the public. 

EDWARD EEHATSEK. 
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AMUSING STORIES. 
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STORY I. 



In ancient times there was in the country of Aderbaijan a 
king who cherished wisdom and administered justice, the tiller of 
his equity loving nature kept the garden of his kingdom always 
clean of the chaff and trash of oppression, and preserved with 
the light of the torch of high-mindedness and largesses, the sur- 
face of the breast of those that hoped and solicited, from the 
darkness of hardship and destitution. By means of his discern- 
ment he became acquainted with the worth and station due to 
men of profession, and always honored the high polish of the 
speculum of accomplishments and perfections with the throne 
of dignity and the place of respect. One day whilst he was 
sitting in the palace of pomp and splendour, dispensing justice 
and retribution, and engaged in diving into the depths of the 
circumstances of the people ; two men took hold of the collar 
of complaint, one of them had no trade, and the other was 
skilful and accomplished, and although the one who had no 
trade brought forward arguments and evidences in support of 
his claim, and it became clear that he was in the right, the 
king purposely turned the scales in favour of the clever fellow, 
and ordered the man without a trade to be punished. The 
king happened to have a vizier equal to Plato in science, and 
who always drew upon the leaves of the book of circumstances 
with the pen of propriety of opinion, and prudence of arrange- 
ment. Wondering at the decision of the king, he rose from 
his place and said : " thou leader of the caravan of prosperity 
1 



2 AMUSING STORIES. 

of realms, by the blows of whose world conquering sc3rmitar 
the peace of the breasts of opponents is destroyed, and from the 
fruits of whose convoy of success the countries of the hearts of 
the amicable are made populous and flourishing; I have 
a request to make : first that the skyward flying Homai* of 
your gracious disposition may pervade the atmosphere of com- 
pliance with my solicitation, the king said ; ** Explain ;" the 
vizier answered : "I pray that the life of this innocent youth, 
whose guiltlessness must be visible upon the mirror of Your 
Majesty's mind, may be spared for my sake ; and that it might 
be disclosed to me, why Your Majesty pardoned the guilty and 
condemned the innocent men?" The King said: "I have 
a'bsolved him, whom you call guilty, because I have arrived at 
the certainty that he is unblameable and has the right on his 
side, I also have reason to believe that this is not the proper 
time to elucidate the matter, but it will be done as soon as we 
are alone." A short time afterwards the tree of the assembly shed 
the leaves and fruits of its multitude ; the lamp of the apartment 
of privacy was trimmed and made bright, when the king spoke : 
** Thou quint essence of acuteness, something happened to me 
once which plunged me into the sea of astonishment ; since that 
time I made a vow to show favour to a man who has a profession, 
even if he should be blameworthy otherwise ; and to punish 
and persecute him, who has no trade or occupation, even if ho 
should be my own son ; so that the high and the low, seeing 
this, be induced to teach their children trades in conformity 
with their circumstances ; because labour is to simple and gen- 
tle a refuge from misfortune and a means to attain prosperity. 
Know thou, that when my father was yet walking in the garden 
of life, and was sitting upon the throne of happiness and 
government ; on a certain day those who were present at the 
audience, were discussing the advantages of trades and accom- 
plishments, and although I had made myself acquainted with 
several sciences and accomplishments befitting a royal prince. 



* Bird of happy omen, it never touches the ground and every head it over- 
shades will wear a crown. r^ ^ ^ ^ T ^ 
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I was anxious to learn yet some other trade ; I determined that 
each of the tradesmen established in the city, should display his 
skill before my eyes, in order that I might apply myself to any 
trade which should captivate my fancy; after having seen 
them, no one pleased me so much as mat-making, because the 
master of that art had introduced into the specimen which he 
worked, all sorts of pretty figures ; the instructor was engaged 
and I was taught, I assisted every day, until I became skilful 
in this business. One day I happened to entertain a desire of 
making an excursion of pleasure on the sea, I took leave of the 
king and embarked on board a boat with a number of courtiers, 
we amused ourselves for two days with fishing, but as all 
mortals are subject to the vicissitudes of fortune, on the third 
day a dreadful storm arose, the sea was lashed by it into furious 
waves, our boat went to pieces and my companions became food 
for the palate of the whl^le of destiny ; I was floating about on a 
a broken plank with two of my associates for several days, 
erring like chaff in the ebb and tide of the abyss, and having 
our throats choked every moment by the gripe of mortal fear ; 
we humbled and turned ourselves to the foot-stool of the 
answerer of prayers, because nobody ever besought him in vain ; 
by his favour the wind drove the broken plank towards the 
shore, and all three of us, having landed safe and sound, made 
our way to an oasis which contained various fruits, and aromatic 
plants numerous beyond conception; we disported ourselves 
several days in that place, and during the night we took refuge 
on the trees, for fear of rapacious beasts, until we reached the 
end of the oasis and entered the desert, through the ups and 
downs of which we progressed for several days till the guide of 
our destinies led us into the city of Bagdad. I possessed 
several rings of great value, and went to the bazaar in the com- 
pany of my friends in order to purchase food ; having sold a 
ring we entered the shop of a cook, who had displayed a variety 
of dishes, and in whose service a handsome boy was busying 
himself; we handed to him a few dirhems to obtain some 
victuals ; he cast a glance at us and said : ' Young men ! 
nobility and greatness shine from your foreheads,^ thia city 

Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



4 AMUSING STORIES. 

it is considered disgraceful that youths like yourselves should 
be eating their food in the bazaar ; in the neighbourhood there 
is a very beautiful room, to which people like you are accustom- 
ed to resort, do me the favour to adjourn to that place, that I 
may send there something worthy of you/ He sent his boy 
with us, whom we followed ; after a short time we arrived at 
the house, stept into the porch and entered the mansion, which 
we found to be very neat, and variously ornamented ; we wish- 
ed to remain there, the boy however opened the door of another 
apartment and affirmed it to be a very pleasant place ; I enter- 
ed it with my companions, and we were beginning to amuse 
ourselves by contemplating the exquisite and wonderful pain- 
tings that ornamented its walls, when the boy said : ' I am 
going to bring you your meal ;' as soon as he was gone the 
floor of the house began to move as if a great earthquake had 
happened, we wished to take to our heels, but the pavement 
separated, and all three of us were precipitated into a subter- 
raneous well which was dark like the graves of infidels and 
black like their hearts. We lost all hope and were ready to 
die ; we said : This time our adverse fortune has let fly the 
arrow of a strange event, and we have fallen into an uncom- 
mon place of destruction, so that the signification of our rescue 
will become as word without meaning like the name of the 
fabulous bird Unka. 

That cook happened to be a Jew and an enemy of Mahom- 
medans ; it was his habit from a long time to make use of those 
compliments in order to decoy Mussidman foreigners to that 
house, whom he threw into that well, roasted their flesh and sold 
it to other Mussulmans. Our necks were pledged in this aflair 
and we were in expectation what turn it woidd take ; when the 
same youth descended into the depth of the well, having a 
sword in his hand, and wanted to murder us, then we said to 
him : Friend ! What advantage is going to accrue to you from 
killing us unhappy wretches ! If gain be your object, we know 
the trade of mat-making which is very profitable in this town ; 
bring the tools neccessary for that occupation to this place, 
and we will make a mat every day ; the wretch hastened away 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AMUSING STORIES. 5 

and informed his* master of our intention ; they provided us 
with the required materials, we made a mat, for which they 
threw down to us every day a loaf of barley-bread. We were con- 
tinuing in this state for some time, and were despairing of our 
condition, when a stratagem occurred to me ; I finished a mat 
with all possible care and ornaments, and wove into its borders 
the description of my circumstances in the Arabic language. 
This happened during the reign of Harun Alrashid, so I said if 
this carpet were to be offered to the Khalif a considerable sum 
might be gained ; the greediness of the Jew having become an 
obstacle to his circumspection and to his regard of consequences^ 
he carried the mat to the palace of the Khalif; who highly 
ap{»:oved of it, but after he had examined it more minutely he 
discovered the explanation round its borders, and having by the 
perusal of it, arrived at tiie state of things, he asked the Jew 
where he got the mat from, and whose work it is P he answered : 
' I have a friend in Busra who sent it to me ;' the Khalif said : 
* Wait a little, that I may present thee with a reward worthy 
of it/ Having called for a servant he whispered some- 
thing into his ear. Hie servant left, and having delivered 
me and my companions from Uie well, carried me to Harun. 
As soon as the Jew perceived us he began to tremble, the Khalif 
asked : * Who are these/ The Jew struck with his hand the 
ring of the door of negation and said : * I do not know.* The 
Khalif ordered the instruments of torture to be brought for- 
ward ; when the Jew heard this, he confessed every thing. 
Harrm commanded the Jew to be suspended upon the tree of 
punishment, and the poison of perdition to be poured into th« 
throat of his existence. My prudent plan was highly approved 
of, I was sent to the bath and presented with rich clothes ; the 
Khalif asked me about my adventures, which I related to him 
from beginning to end ; and as the long service of my fiather 
had laid the Khalif under obligations to him, and as the Khalif 
knew that I was the apple of the eye of that monarch, he was 
the more kind to me and said : ^ Be of good che^ ! Please 
God we will help you to go to your country.' After having 
entertained me for several days he presented me^ith Jiearly 
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ten strings of camals and all sorts of articles which are neces** 
sary or useful to Grandees, and despatched me with fifty men 
and a letter to my father, to my own country. When I arrived 
in my own capital the corpse of my father Was just being car- 
ried out of the city. After having mourned over the death of 
my father I established myself upon the throne of dominion. 
Although my peace was for some time in jeopardy from the 
misfortune just mentioned, nevertheless it is by the help of a 
trade that I was saved. I have perfect confidence in skilful 
men and I have decided always to honor men that have a pro- 
fession, and to despise those that have none." 

Of the blossoming of the aromatic plants of this narrative, 
and of the performance of this symphony the gist is this : that 
if the honey of a profession, causes the palate of the well-being 
of princes to participate in the sweets of its advantages and 
consequences, how much more useful must it be to others, see- 
ing that princes although their need of the fruit of the tree of 
accomplishments is not so great, stiU it happens that a pro- 
fession becomes to them thd cause of the setting up of the 
volume of their prosperity. Therefore it is necessary that 
fathers should as much as possible endeavour to ornament the 
house of the profession of their children with the goods and 
chattels of accomplishments ; and it is also incimibent upon 
<^hildren to take the coverlet of the kindness of their parents 
upon their back of obedience and submission, and not to draw 
one breath without their consent. Thrice happy is the child, 
which by willing obedience causes his father and mother to 
rejoice, and which is aware that the frontispiece of the good 
quialities of children is the love borne towards them by their 
parents. The endeavours to obtain the good graces of the 
parents are the key to the portal of salvation and the breeze of 
the rose-grove of prosperity ; and the principal duty of children 
is to strengthen the fountation of the edifice of obedience due to 
their progenitors lest .they should become like a thorn in their 
foot of peace, or like a saw to the tree of their reputation 
and good name. An nndutiful offspring is the rust on the 
mirror of trouble, apd it's darkness in the company of the kind- 
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ness of parents. They prefer strangers to such children, majr 
they rejoice in their destruction, and turn away from them the^ 
&ce of love and compassion, like a certain king. 

STORY II. 



Once upon a time there was a king, whose son was a stranger 
to the laws of obedience due to a father, he was the bosom friend 
' of folly and low sentiments ; as the king was imable to- 
straighten the crooked tree of his perverse nature by the arm 
of strength or of discipline, and as he had ascertained that there 
was no light in the candlestick of his good disposition ; he once 
for all turned away the face of love from his son and adopted in 
his stead the son of one of his slaves, the rosetree of whose 
existence was fructified by the water and the air of the vernal 
abode of intelligence and knowledge ; he cherished him in the 
cradle of education and on account of the appearance of hi* 
worthiness he opened every day the door of inquiry to him; but 
as the dust of an imperfect understanding hinders the mirror of 
the female mind from distinguishing the diflference between good 
end bad qualities ; the mother of that unfortunate boy, who 
was one of the uppermost and most beloved in the har«m of the 
king, was greatly displeased at this, she very often wrinkled 
the forehead of approval and displeasure, and lighted the lamp 
of the following complaint in the mansion of doubt, and said to 
the king : " That boy has no other fault besides that of being 
my son, you prefer to him the son of a slave, on whom yon 
heap various royal favours, and you do not care anything for the 
darling of my heart." The king answered: **You are right 
in affirming that I show more love to the son of a slave than to 
your child, because I am convinced that the former is more 
worthy of kindness than the latter ; for, although the existence 
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of a well disposed child is a shining torch on the road of delight 
and pleasure of his father, nevertheless a stranger is many 
degrees better than a son who does not care to obey and please 
his father, nor to act rightly. 



VEESES. 

A child is the ornament in the garden of prosperity, 

It illuminates the assembly of felicity. 

Its existence becomes dear 

When it kindles the flame of goodness. 

If a child be as bright as the noon-day-sun 

And is disobedient, turn away your face from it. 

The edifice of the fame and name of ancestors 

Is given to the winds by the misdeeds of children. 

A stranger is better than a son 

Who makes his father unhappy. 

I have not disregarded the laws of kindness towards him, but 
his nature being contrary to all humane dispositions, I have 
closed to him the eye of friendliness. 



VERSES. 

A son who proves himself unworthy and mischievous 
Is a tree, barren of the fruit of good qualities. 

Men of knowledge have compared children to the members 
of their bodies, and they consider that a member which is more 
ns^dl than another, is more precious. The existence of a 
child is dear and joyful, but if it be without the ornament of 
good diposition, is like an eye, void of the light of vision." The 
queen said : " All this is the opinion of Your Majesty, I do 
not know of what my child is guilty, which might seem dis- 
pleasing and marring the sight of Your Majesty's friendly 
inclination towards him.'' The king said : " He is a good 
child, who, having followed in every respect the orders of his 
fattier acts alway in accordance with propriety and good feeling ; 
I may try as much as I like, I cannot remember^a single act 
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of your child which is deserving of our praise; if you do not 
believe my words we will make a trial of both these boys, and 
whatever may be the result of it, you will be able to judge by 
yourself of the qualities of your son, and which of them both 
is more worthy to be loved." The king called a servant-maid 
ordered her to go to the apartments of both, and to see 
in what occupation each of them was engaged^ He told her to 
ask each of them separatelj'' the following question : " If I 
should bring you one day the news that you are to become king 
what would you give me in reward of the good tidings ?" And 
to report to him the answer of both. The girl went in the 
first instance to that ill-favoured son and saw that his habita*. 
tion and nest was in the greatest state of disorder ; there was 
tied a ram and a monkey, and several cocks and pigeons were 
strutting about, and a great deal of dirt was amassed from 
their offals; and the prince himself was playing with the 
puppies of a dog ; as soon as he perceived the maid, he jumped 
up and began joking, asking her where she had been. She 
said : " I came to offer you my best wishes, that you should 
soon take the place of your father on the throne of govern- 
ment, because during his r.eign I did not see much good, 
perhaps when your turn comes, the evening of my reverses will 
be transformed into the morning of prosperity." The prince 
answered : " It is well ; manifest your wishes." The girl 
continued : " Oh greatest of Royal Princes ! Should it happen 
that the diadem of royalty be glorified by your existence, and 
I should bring you the first tidings ; with the honey of what 
favour would you sweeten the palate of my pretension?" The 
young Ameer began to be glad and said : " If this wish becomes 
realised and you bring me the news of this fortunate event, 
I shall make you the first lady of my Harem, and overwhelm 
you with donations of gold and jewels. The girl took leave, 
went to the adopted son of the king, and saw that he was 
sitting with all becoming dignity on a chair, and several persons 
and slaves were respectfully standing around him waiting on 
him with the hands on their breasts. He asked the girl about 
her business, to which she replied : ** 1 1 
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EUghness with tlie intention of making my obeisance ; indeed 
if the eyes of the great were not 80 illuminated how could they 
partake in the happiness of meeting Tour Highness. The 
wonderful acuteness of the reigning monarch has been very 
lucky in gaining such a precious jewel as yourself There ia 
no one more worthy to succeed him, t^an one endowed with 
such nobility of sentiment and greatness of mind like yourself. 
Oh Royal Prince ! ^ce His Majesty's own son has been 
rejected on account of his mean nature, it appears that in all 
probability after the demise of the king the royal seal is to be 
fitted on your finger ; should I become the messenger of this 
propitious event, what will be my reward ?^' The boy, having 
fitruck the wrinkle of reprobation on the forehead of wrath, 
exclaimed : ** Unthinking, foolish, illnatured girl ! What non- 
sensical attd erasy ti^ is this ? It may happen (which God 
forbid) that such a misfortune will befall His Majesty, but if 
I do expect it, what difierence is there between me and his 
enemies P Rcyalty and dominion are welcome to him, who 
enjoys them; the increase of the freshness of the king's rose- 
garden of life tmd strength, is the height of my wishes and the 
sum of all my desires. If you ever bring to me so unpleasant 
•a piece of news, ycm will for ever remain rejected from my 
presence." 

The girl waited. upon the king and represented the circum- 
stances, in which she had found both of them. After this the 
king had both of them invited into his presence ; his natural 
son arrived without the least ceremony, sat down by the side 
of the king and without^ waiting for a question, commenced to 
talk impolitely and to play foolish tricks. The adopted son*^ 
remained at a respectful distance, and made the accustomed bow. 
The king addressed them in the following words : — " Tou both 
are my children and I do not make any difference in the love 
which I bear to you. Now you are to betake yourselves to the 
treasury, and each of you is to choose for himself that, which 
he deems most precious." They obeyed the behest of their 
fttther, the son of the slave selected the Qordn ; a sword, and one 
dirhem ; the son of the king chose a string of pearls of great 
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value, with ten pursea of goldand a guitar. They returned to 
the king and showed to him their chdice. The king said : '' In^ 
the treasury there are many more pvecious articles than these, 
how could you be satiBfied with' these?'' The king's son an- 
swered : '^Although I looked about much, still I could not find 
anything more precieus^than thie- string of pearls or this guitar. 
Of the string of peavls I shall make an ornament for my diadem, 
and the trace^leaTing nail of tile guitar I intend to use, for 
Hndoing the knot of my heart's grief; and with the match 
of this gold I will kindle the flame of pleasure for myself." The 
other boyr said : ** May the verses of the most glorious book be- 
come the hope of Tour Majpsty's life ! I could not discover any- 
thing better than the word of God and this scimitar; the read-- 
ing of the former ennobles us in this world and prepares us 
for etemvty, the use of the- latter is a bulwork and protection 
to the body, and averts the attacks of enemies/' The king 
said : "Let each of you reveal the inmost desire of his heart,, 
that it may be gratified." The Boyal Prince thus gave vent ta> 
his feeling : '^ It is not long since the king of Xhata presented 
Your Majesty with a beautiful girl, I dei»re to impart freshnesft: 
to the rose*garden of youth from the spring of pleasure,, which. 
I would enjoy with her, and with a few bottles of wine/' Tha 
other boy said : *^I beseecK Your Majesty that the captives may 
be released, imd that the taxes imposed, upon the people 
may be diminished this year; further that the charger 
sent to Your Majesty by way of a gift from the Sultan of 
Arabia, may be entrusted to me for safe-keeping for Your 
Majesty." The king said: " So let it be."^ When they were 
gone the king thus addressed the queen: ''Be impartial aod 
say which of the two is in your own opinion more sensible and 
prudent P" The queen answered : '* Your Majesty is right." 

In fine, the star of the ability and accomplishments of the 
slave-bom boy increased day by day, and so did the king's 
fkvour to him. The worthless Royal Prince was enticed away 
from the service of the king by his unmeasured love of dissipa- 
tion and profligacy, and by the company of vagrants in which 
he delighted ; the mind of the king became so alienated from 
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kim, that his name being once blotted out from the volume of 
friendly regard, he remained excluded from compassionate con- 
sideration. After the eclipse of his bad fwrtune had entirely- 
covered the face of the star of his respectability, he left the city 
in the society of vagabonds, and went to another country, where 
he exel*cised the profession of a highway-robber, imtil at last 
he was annihilated at the signal of the punishing sword of 
destiny ; while the prosperity of that other boy was so aug- 
mented in consequence of his wisdom and knowledge that he 
became the king's favourite minister, and succeeded him at his 
death. 

STORY III. 

The utility of politeness and modesty. 



In the city of Bagdad several children were playing in the 
street when the Ameer of that place was passing on horse- 
back ; as the signs of the pomp and circumstance of dominion 
oame in sight, one of those children, moved by ijatelligence, 
his teacher, civilly retreated and placed himself Senear the wall, 
while the other boys, heated by the intensity of their occupa- 
tion, took no notice of the potentate ; and since the discerning 
mind of the great is like a touchstone which discovers the faults 
and perfections of many things, and they are able to inforia 
themselves about the circumstances of every body ; the Ameer 
was agreeably surprised by the prudent move of that boy, he 
drew the reins of his horse and having cast a friendly glance 
at him, took a ring Jfrom his finger and threw it among the 
children, and said : " Whoever will bring first this ring, will 
enjoy royal favours ;" the children ran helter-skelter to obtain 
the ring, and one of them snatching it up, delivered it into the 
hands of the Ameer. The boy near the wall, rxinwillinfir to 
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transgress the bounds of propriety and self-possession, did not 
move from his place. 

VERSES. 

Whoever puts into the eye of modesty the colly rium of politeness, 

Sees the beauty of his beloved unveiled. 

The prince, having guessed the boy's motive, again threw 
the ring, Wt so as to cause it to fall very near him. The boy 
took it up, and cleaning the dust off presented it with great 
composure and politeness ; the Ameer replied in the following : — 

VERSES. 

Civility advances its cultivator 

To the zenith of greatness and prosperity, 

Whoever plucks one flower from the garden of politeness, 

The tree of his joy will become refreshed. 

The consequence of civility will ever be good 

And uncivility will be crushed by reprobation. 

He made a present to every child and ordered one of his 
attendants to induce the parents of that boy to give him up, 
because he showed capacity for instruction. 

STROPHE. 

If a boy be intelligent and virtuous, 

It is a pity if he is not educated. 

If the ray of knowledge does not shine into the breast. 

The abundance of science cannot descend into it. 

If a ruby is not polished 

It cannot become the ornament of a royal crown. 

It happened that the boy's father was dead ; his mother was 
an old woman whose most ardent prayer it was that somebody 
would educate him. The Ameer ordered a sum of money to 
be given to the old woman ; he was taken to the Ameer's palace, 
who gave him the name of Firuzbukht, and caused him to be 
instructed till he arrived at perfection ; in consequence of the 
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royal will as well as of his natural talents and diligence he be^ 
camemaster of many accomplishments^ and principally of horse- 
manship and warlike exercises ; he rose daily more and more 
in the good opinion of his prince. 

The Ameer had an enemy who wais obstinate and powerful, 
kept the bow of pain always stretched, and grasped with his- 
fist the sword of contention ; the Ameer was constantly on his 
guard of him, and as he was meditating the subjugation of 
Bagdad with a numerous army, the Ameer who was engaged 
in providing for this emergency by assembling his soldiers 
and accumulating the materials of war, intended to command 
his army in person; but Firuzbukht came forward ^and said :. 

VERSES. 

Oh God ! As long as the heavens revolve 
May the time of thy existence have a firm footiihg. 
May the propitious star of my liord always 
Bemain shining in the constellation of royalty^ 
May Your Majesty sit on the throne of prosperity, 
This is the wish of your humble servant. 

My Lord ! How could such a worthless enemy deserve that 
Tour Majesty should so far degrade yourself as to enter per- 
sonally into a contest with him ? It is the request of your 
humble servant to be allowed to avert this event. Should I, 
by the favour of the fortimate prestige of my Lord become 
victorious, the height of all my desires will be attained, or else, 
permit me to sacrifice my life in this afiair, and to become 
linked to the ranks of the blessed saints, and to obtain happi- 
ness in both worlds. 

VERSES. 

How happy is the life of the man 
Who saves that of his benefactor. 
Qod is pleased with the worthy servant 
Who sacrifices himself for his master. 

The Aineer took leave of Firuzbukht, and the latter having 
made a sortie from the fortress^ valliantly met the enemy on the 
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battlefield and the flame of strife and contention having oom* 
menced to blaze, he fought, till the dawn of yictory rose from 
the orient of his desire ; and haying thrown the fire of disper- 
sion and extirpation into the ranks of the enemy, he struck the 
kettle drum of good news and victory, and returned joyfully to 
the Ameer. His master embraced him, overwhelmed him with 
caresses, and entrusted him with the highest authority. 



VERSES. 

A servant who does great things 

Bears away the palm of victorj. 

If you wish that people should put you in their eyes like coUyrium 

Serve the people, and obey the laws. 

The moral of this story is : that modesty and politeness are 
the ladder by which the palace of high dignity is ascended. 
By travelling on the road of civility the mansion of all good 
gifts may be reached. From the rose bush of modesty we may 
pluck the odorous plants of all our wishes. 

The most intelligent and wise men have asserted, that any 
indiyidual wishing to succeed in the intercourse with his 
fellow-beings, must first learn the laws of civility and modesty 
. that he may acquire the science of living as he ought ; because 
politeness is the diadem that embellishes the cranium of 
humanity; , 

VERSES. 

Civility is & erown of divine light 
Place it on your head and go wherever you like, 
Because it is the pioneer on the road of prosperity, 
It is the king sitting on the throne of felicity. 

The watchers in the oratory of shrewdness, and the constant 
attendants in the temple of intelligence, who have (^>6aed fbf 
themselves the portals of eternal victory witii the keys of ihi 
dogmata inherited by them from successive ages, have in eon* 
formity with the requisition of wisdom (their well meaning di« 
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rector), guarded tlie collar of their choice, from being grasped 
by the fist of passionate desires, and have found the coUyrium 
of politeness to be the promoter of good morals in appeai*ance 
and in reality, they have also experienced, that unless they 
were mounted upon the refulgent charger of this precious 
doctrine, they could never attain the Kaba* of excellence and 
high degree of dignity. 

VERSSS. 

He may travel without danger on the road to happiness, 
Who has in his hand the walking-stick of civility. 

In fact, whoever wishes to drink of the cheeritig wine of 
superiority and Vespect, and whoever is desirous to fructify 
the rose-garden of his dignity and importance, must rub off 
from the looking glass of his mind the dust of impudence like 
Agar, that the stature of his excellence may become clothed 
with the costly robe of honor and glory, and that the blessing 
of his presence may be acceptable and delicious to the palates 
of the high and of the low. 



STORY IV. 



The Homai of the Zenith of eloquence (to viz : the pen skilled 
in jotting down the subtleties of the world of events) thus 
spreads out his wings in describing thefo Uowing narrative : — 
that, Sultan Mohammed the Gaznavide having one day mounted 
the charger of dominion, proceeded with a numerous company 
ef 'soldie'rs to the desert for the purpose of hunting ; when they 
had airrived at the place of their destination, a Homai was 
■*** • , 

* The name of the mpat ancient temple of Mekka^oOQlc 
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seen flying above their heads. It is known that upon whose 
head the shadow of this bird passes, he will meet with pros- 
perity and abundant blessings. The company scrambled from the 
right and left and impelled their horses, trying to overreach 
each other, Ayaz only was an exception to this disorder ; he took 
hold of the skirts of modesty and never lost from his hands the 
leading-string of self-possession, but remained steady in one 
place. One of the Sultan's courtiers asked him how it came to 
pass that he made no eflbrt to obtain such good luck, by strik- 
ing the ball of conformity with his friends ? Ayaz answered : 
" Servants of firm principles deem it at variance with the laws 
of their duty and service, to contemn the customs of civility, 
and they esteem it highly improper to lose in this way the reins 
of the horse of modesty from the grasp of wilfulness ; the dress 
of civility is more becoming to my breast than the shadow of 
the Homai to my head. The protecting shadow of his favour 
who covers the pinnacle of my ho5)es is sufficient for me, so that 
I am not in need of the shadow of the Homai." The Sultan 
had perceived the quiet demeanor of Ayaz, and was much pleased 
with it ; when they returned from the hunting party, he great- 
ly praised Ayaz, granted him various favours, and continued to 
cherish him in the j cradle of his affection until at last he became 
one of the most intimate courtiers of his master ; and the ring 
of the arrangement of affairs fitting the finger of his expertness, 
and diligencfe, he became the prime minister of the Sultan. 

VERSES. 

Whose goblet overflows from the pure wine of civility, 
He is like the sun, a crown to the inhabitants of the world. 

Politeness is a ring which may be fitted to the finger of any 
disposition, and he who possesses it, may prance about on the 
war-horse of his superiority in any battlefield. 
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STORY V 



One day the guardian of the treasury of good manners and of 
perfection, namely Ayaz, was on duty near the person of Sultan 
Mohammed ; all of a sudden he struck his foot with such force 
to the groimd that the Sultan noticed it, but having never be- 
fore experienced such a breach of manners, he purposely sent 
Ayaz out on some other service, and said to the bystanders : 
** From the time that Ayaz is drinking at the pure fountain of 
our service he never attempted such a transgression of the pro- 
prieties and of modesty ; what could be the reason of such a 
demeanour?" He sent a menial to inquire, who discovered 
Ayaz in the act of killing a black scorpion which was in his 
stocking; the servant asked, was this scorpion in your 
stocking ? Ayaz answered : " This scorpion was the cause of 
my ill-behaviour in the presence of the Sultan ; it had stung 
me forty times, and the etiquette of propriety allowed me not 
to withdraw my foot from the region of good manners and to 
manifest impatience, imtU having lost the bridle of self-posses- 
sion from the hand of my endurance, I became subject to the 
imputation of so ill-mannered a move, so that as long as my life 
lasts the face of my circumstances will always remain wounded 
from the inundating torrent of shame with which this accident 
has overwhelmed me." This having been brought to the notice 
of the Sultan became an occasion for the refreshment of his rose- 
garden of consideration towards Ayaz, whom he exalted and 
cumulated with royal favours. 



VERSES. 

The throne of respectability is attainable by civility^ 

The uncivil will never reach the desired object. > t 
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STORY VI 



Sultan Malak Shah of the dynasty of the Saljukides dreamt 
one night that the pearlstring of his teeth had become torn, 
and all of them had fallen out. When the Sultan awoke in the 
morning he was under great apprehension and laboured with 
fear in consequence of this dream ; he ordered a sooth-sayer to 
be brought forward to interpret it, this was done, but the sooth- 
sayer although skilled in his art, was so inflated by pride and 
self-importance that he considered the Lord Joseph himself as 
a mere apprentice in his school of perfection. The Sultan 
explained the dream to him, but that unwise interpreter, instead 
of proceeding in the matter with discretion and discernment 
abruptly said : " This dream indicates that all the relatives of 
Your Majesty will die all at once in your presence." This 
sudden and disagreeable news offended the Sultan, and being 
over-powered by his anger he ordered the sooth-sayer to be 
suspended on the gallows of punishment and the robe of life to 
be torn from his breast. After this he again commanded, that 
another person, skilled in this art should be brought into his pre- 
sence. A second sooth-sayer made his appearance, to whom the 
Sultan detailed his dream. But as this second interpreter was 
aware of the customs of good society, and knew the manners of 
the great, the stature of his exquisite disposition was perfectly 
beautified by the many coloured robe of good manners and 
modesty. He began to speak with the tongue of discernment 
and precaution, saying: "May perpetual happiness be the 
humble slave of the heaven-supported thresholdof Your Majesty 
as long as the nightingale of sleep takes her abode of rest in 
the leafy nest of the eyes, and as long as the rosebud of love is 
exhilarated by the cheering breeze of the spring of beauty. 
Though God who knows what is hidden and revealed, is aware 
of all secrets, and nobody except the prophets and Imams Imve 
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knowledge of these affairs, nevertheless, according to the cir- 
cumstances of the case, and the opinions of those who are 
acquainted with the rules of this art, the dream of my Lord 
prognosticates a long life, because the adepts in this pursuit 
have declared that the teeth mean children and relatives. Hence 
it appears that Your Majesty is to be distinguished by length of 
life and is to outlive all your connexions and relatives." The 
Sultan was greatly pleased by this fair explanation, made him 
valuable presents, and turning towards the assembly said: 
" What the first interpreter said is quite in conformity with the 
declaration of the second, and the light of both speeches is derived 
from the lamp of the same meaning, but the former was so con- 
ceited with his own importance that he addressed me v^ty 
impolitely, and consequently became the target of the arrow of 
destruction, and the latter being acquainted with the secrets of 
modesty and politeness, spoke with deliberation and obtained his 
meed of praise and reward." 

The moral of this tale is, that the ^road of speech is uneven 
and fraught with danger, and that nothing is to be uttered 
without due deliberation. . Speaking is often a source of strife 
and contention, whereas silence is very seldom followed by 
bad consequences. 

VERSES. 

Two ears, and but a single tongue. 
By nature's law to man belong : 
The lesson she would teach is clear, 
Repeat but half of what you hear. 



He is perfect who does not suffer himself to be deceived by 
the Satan of sinful inclinations, and does not condemn others 
as long as he discerns, the spectre of errors in the mirror of 
his own circumstances, nor attempts to tear the veil of the good 
reputation of other people with the hand of carelessness, as long 
as the field of his own desires is in need of the refreshing 
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shower of Divine grace ; lest he should put the saw of danger to 
the foot of the tree of his own repose, and the surface of his 
equanimity having become disturbed by the events of time, his 
name should be blotted out from the volume of the prosperous 
like that of the wife of Khoja Hamid of Armagan, who bent her 
whole mind to acquire the property of the youth of Ispahan, 
became entangled in the snare of evil desires, and forfeited 
her life. 



-^<^^f^i^^^:S^^^i^ — • 



STORY VIK 



In ancient times several men, uniters of the leaves of con- 
formity in the volimie of friendship, who were connected with 
each other on the tablet of intercourse as words are with their 
signification ; and keeping the rose-garden of amity blooming 
and refreshed by the breezes of xmion and love, they erected in 
the camp of intimacy de flag of friendship. By the direction 
of love, their guide, they started on a journey from the capital 
Ispahan, to Khbrasan ; they tied the luggage of intention and 
the litter of desire upon the camel of motion and seated 
themselves under the escort of mutual esteem into the Hauda 
of trust in the Most High. After many days journeying they 
arrived in Damgan, stopped there for a few days to transact 
some aflairs ; and having left that place also, they continued 
their travels ; but after they had proceeded only a few 
Farasangs,* one of them remembered that he had forgotten 
a purse of gold in their lodging at Armagan ; he informed his 
companions of this, and of his intention to return and fetch it ; 
they wished to go with him but he declined, and begged of them 
to go on till the next stage, and there to wait for him, because 

* FarasaDg is 4 English miles. 
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he would soon be back again. He took leave of his friends and 
departed in the direction of Armagan. The time passed ; it 
became midnight and morning, but the youth rejoined them 
not. When the burnisher of the speculum of existence had 
furbished off the rust of darkness and night from the surface of 
the mirror of this world, and the world illuminating Belle, the 
sun, had raised from her head the veil of concealment, and hav- 
ing left the Harem of retirement placed her foot in earnest on 
the race-course of appearance ; the friends were greatly disturb- 
ed and embarrassed at the absence of their companion, till one 
of them, the palate of whose condition had been sweetened by 
the honey of love and attachment for that youth, scratched the 
face of patience with the nail of imeasiness, and said to his com- 
panions : " The loss of the presence of that dear friend has 
made me restless, and I suspect that the boat of his circum- 
stances has fallen into difficulty from the tempest of the sea of 
misfortimes. Whatever trouble anybody may take to help a 
friend in distress, he will never repent of it, and a companion, 
the garden of whose society communicates to the nostrils the 
perfume of the blossom of faithfulness, is to be rescued even at 
the risk of our lives. To meet him again vvrould be the greatest 
happiness. 

VERSES. 

The power of a true friend is so great, as to be able to 
dispel the cares of this world. 

Having spoken thus, he started on the road to ascertain the 
cause of the delay of their friend. After he had travelled a 
few Farasangs he was rejoiced to encounter their lost compa- 
nion, and said : " Amiable friend, what untoward event has 
been the cause of your tarrying ? " The youth answered : 
" Spreader of the carpet of amity ! Although I have found 
what I had lost, I experienced a very unlucky affair, and I saved 
the dove of my life from the claws of the eagle of a strange event. 
When I returned to Armagan I found my gold purse and went 
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away, but as the whale of the sea of the west was ready to 
swallow the Jonas of the sun, and as the veil of the obscurity 
of evening covered the face of the golden cheeked sweet-heart 
of day, I deliberated with myself and considered, that as my 
companions had now arrived at the halting place, the eagle of 
the night had commenced flying, and the Homai of the day had 
retired into the nest of concealment, it would not be prudent 
to prosecute my journey during the night ; Jbut that I should 
stop in some place till the luminous bud of mom begins to 
bloom in consequence of the vernal breeze of the arrangement 
of the Most High, and that I should start again, after the dust 
of darkness had departed from the surface of existence. I 
turned the reins of my intention towards a hamlet situated near 
the highway, and entered it ; I was embarrassed where to pass 
the night, when I stumbled upon one of the villagers to whom 
I explained my circumstances. He answered : " Yoimg man ! 
I have a house, where the pious may be sheltered, and in which 
the plate of life is always placed on the table of sincerity, and 
I am always in attendance and expectation to be delighted in 
the service of well behaved yoimg men, the sweetness of the 
fruit of the tree of whose presence would make me happy. Why 
should not you condescend to illuminate the nest of my desires 
by the lamp of your presence, and take your place of abode in 
my poor hut P" 

VERSES. 

The pupil of my eye is your abode, 
Condescend ! enter ! my house is your house. 

The friendly behaviour and invitation of that man put my 
mind at ease, I got down from my horse, and sat down in the 
hospitable mansion of his urbanity, and a savoury meal was 
served up to me ; when I had finished it and it was time that 
the bride of sleep should enter the bosom of the eyes, and the 
fawn of wakefulness should go astray into the desert of careless- 
ness, my landlord said to me : *' Young man ! If you have any 
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silver or gold about you deliver it to my care, for the highway- 
man of the accidents of this world is always lurking about." 
For fear, lest the bud of misfortune should blossom for want 
of precaution. I handed to him the bag which contained about 
one thousand golden Dinars, after I had sealed it. My host 
took possession of this deposit, and I established myself on the 
pillow of rest. After a little while I began to argue with myself 
what a folly I had committed in entrusting a stranger, whom 
I had never seen before and with whose circumstances I 
was not acquainted, with one thousand Dinars without a wit- 
ness to the transaction ; and if he should altogether deny it 
in the morning by what means could I again obtain the posses- 
sion of my money ? The people of this world are so intoxicated 
with the wine of dishonesty and ingratitude, that in order to 
obtain the property of their fellow-beings they study how to 
deceive each other ; children wish to defraud their parents so 
that they are in need of the intervention of witnesses and legal 
documents. People transact business with all possible precaution, 
and frequently they are unable to obtain justice in spite of a 
hundred Kazis and lawyers. The sparks of my past heedless- 
ness, having thrown my heart into the fiery oven of restlessness, 
I left the house without loss of time, called the man and said : 
Though I am convinced of your honesty, and am under no 
apprehension of being deceived by you I request you to restore 
to me the money deposited with you. The landlord complied 
with my demand and returned the bag to me exactly in the 
state in which he had received it. I buried the gold under 
ground near the house and went again to bed. After the lapse 
of one hour I heard soimds in the place where the man slept. I 
went to the door and heard how the wife reproved her husband, 
saying : ** Foolish and senseless man ! Your name should 
occupy the first place in the book of fools, what a great mistake 
you have committed ! To let slip through your fingers such a 
good opportunity which now-a-days but sheldom happens, and 
to lose the gold which a stranger gave you in the night and 
without any witness ! By it we might have kept the fire of cheer- 
fulness bla2dng for years ; what could have induced you to 
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underrate and overlook such good luck, and to retreat from 
it with empty hands P To gain half a Dinar we are obliged to 
undergo much trouble, and to taste the poison of many hard- 
ships; the upshot of this good windfall ended in nothing, and 
this only by your fault." The husband, having been aroused 
by these words, said : " Oh woman ! Since the time in which 
you have placed your head into the circle of compliance with 
my wishes, all the seeds of exhortation and advice which I 
have sown in the field of your circumstances, have brought 
forth nothing but the wormwood of unbecoming tricks ! Are you 
not ashamed to throw aside the veil of prudence and common- 
sense, in order to disgrace yourself and me by these foolish 
words and improper remarks ? It would be the highest degree 
of dishonesty and malignity to wish to hurt a young stranger who 
confides in us, for the sake of gaining a few JJirhems ! How could 
we shut our eyes to the fear of God and the final consequences as 
if we were unacquainted either with the laws of humanity or 
justice ! To do evU to a guest is against the customs of all nations. 
God Almighty, to whom no secrets are hidden rewards every 
act according to its merit. To hurt an innocent person can 
have no other consequences but shame and repentance in this 
world and in the next. The treasury of the Most High is full 
of various gifts, and he grants to everybody, unasked, what- 
ever he deems fit. From every grain of disturbance that you 
cast into the field of your conscience, you will reap detriment 
only. 

VERSE. 
Whatever you do to the world, the world will do to you. 

Story. — It is related, that once upon a time, a man sat in a 
place, with a stick in his hand. An ant, which had gained with 
infinite labour and trouble one grain, and was carrying it in its 
mouth, happened to pass that way ; that man opposed his staff 
to the ant and distressed it, so that it was obliged to drop the 
grain from her mouth, and to depart withou^. .^it.^ ^ ^his person 
4 ^ 
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had a field, by which the lamp of his living was kept burning ; 
he had gathered in the harvest and housed it, hoping soon to 
eat from it. Two days afterwards his servant came and report- 
ed that the day before, fire had consumed his granary and that 
not half a grain was left. After the master had considered 
the truth of the circumstances, he discovered, that the cause of 
his misfortune was the distress which he had uselessly occasioned 
to that ant. — Oh woman I The Lord of the eternal world has 
opened the door of supply of the store-house of his grace, from day 
to day for every living creature. It is imwise that anybody 
should for his own advantage, strike the claws of greediness 
into other pe(^le*s property, and thus be blotted out from 
among the number of the innocent and favoured, and be count- 
ed with transgressors and evil-doers.'* The love of gold had 
taken such possession of the woman, that she considered these 
exhortations only as useless talk and answered : " Dear husband : 
Mere assertions have not been, and will never be believed ; the 
gifts from above which you mention, must be coming by them- 
selves, because nobody ever saw Gbbriel descend from heaven 
and bring down silver and gold. This is a practical world, and 
opportunities like this ought not to be missed. If such a game 
has of its own accord gone into the snare of the sportsman, and 
if it be again allowed safely to depart, it only shows the mean- 
ness of the hunter. Our poverty clearly indicates the course 
we ought to pursue : this nigtt, while nobody is aware of the 
circumstance, we must kill this young man, take his gold, and 
dispose of his luggage, horse and arms ; by this means we may 
provide for the support of our life.'' The husband answered : 
" Wife I Do not say so, even infidels with all their hardness of 
heart, protect their guests, and are not liable to such malignity. 
Deeds like this would cause us to be proscribed from all bless- 
ings and benefits." When the woman saw that her husband 
would in no wise lend himself to such a crime, she became silent. 
As soon as I perceived that the woman was so much bent upon 
my destruction, I began te fear for my life, and betook myself 
to the top of a tree that was in the yard among the branches of 
which I found a hiding plaee. This woman happened to have 



AMUSING STORIES. 27 

a son by a former husband. The evil disposition of this fellow 
and his bad character vied with Satan in rascality. He was 
constantly engaged in evil deeds ; more than once life and pro- 
perty had been put in jeopardy by the agency of his hand and 
tongue, and he was accustomed fearlessly to run the race of 
criminal actions. That day, as usual, he was impelled by his 
evil inclinations to play the knight* of confusion and to raise 
the standard of dissoluteness ; he left the house in the morning, 
and did not return till after midnight in an intoxicated and 
delirious state. Having entered the house he went to sleep in 
the very place which I had just abandoned." 

The historian relates, that the woman, after her husband had 
begun to repose in the garden of rest, and was drowned in the 
ocean of sleep ; that paragon of cunning and ill-nature, left the 
room without the knowledge of her consort, took a large stone 
and threw it with such force at the head of her own son that the 
nest of his life instantly fell to pieces, and the bird of his exis- 
tence fled to the region of death. After this she searched 
diligently for the bag of gold, but without success 5 she return- 
ed disappointed and imeasy to her husband and informed him 
of the fact. The man rubbed the hands of expostulation and 
complaint upon each other, exclaiming : " Oh thou race-horse* 
of the region of evil intentions, and rover in the desert of care- 
lessness and selfishness, this great crime is sure to meet its 
reward ; at last thy obstinate nature has projected thee into the 
whirlpool of an awful misfortune, and we shall see what flower 
will bud from the rose-tree of this accident, and what fruit the 
tree of this event is going to bring faith. 

VERSES. 

You only lend your actions in this world, 

They will be paid back to you no matter when. 

Each grain of disturbance which you sow, 

Will bring its fruit of distress, and will punish you too. 

The woman said : Oh man ! Now is not the time to light 

♦ Allusion to the game of chess. Digitized by GoOglc 
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the lamp of exhortation, nor the season of bloom for the bud 
of advice ! Get up, that we may find the bag of gold, and 
bury the body of the stranger, because the dawn is approach- 
ing, and the plate of this secret might be emptied from the 
roof of disgrace, and the fire of this disturbance might begin 
to blaze up. The woman went out, and having looked closely, 
discovered that her own son was drowned in the sea of non- 
existence ; she was about to bewail him, when her husband 
smiled and said : 

VERSES. 
Tou have both, the killing and the consolation. 

It is useless now to scratch the face of repentance with the 
nail of complaint, the end of each business ought to be con- 
sidered in the beginning/* 

In fine, both of them having dug a grave, they buried their 
son that night. The woman returned into the house, despair- 
ing and sorry for the death of her son. She destroyed herself 
by striking her head against the ground. When the melo- 
dious bird of morning commenced its sweet song I came down 
from the tree, and intended to move ; the master of the house 
came out and said : " Virtuous and good natured young man ! 
Forgive me ! Something very strange has happened to me, 
which hindered me to ofier you my services at an earlier hour. 
Although I have great reason to be ashamed of what took place, 
nevertheless your coming to this place has become an occasion, 
of great benefits to me. The presence of that unfortunate 
woman and her wretched son, both of whom were constantly 
travelling in the desert of perdition and oflfence to everybody, 
was a great source of distress to me, and allowed me not to 
draw one breath in peace ; by the plaster of your arrival how- 
ever the fractures and wounds of my circumstances have been 
healed, and I have been saved from an irremediable evil. The 
night, that instigator of sins and evil deeds, had spanned the 
bow of futility, and intended to project the arrow of iniquity 

at the target of your circumstances, and to endanger your life. 

joogle 
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The grace of God, which is a bulwark to those that fear him, 
and an avenger of the unfortunate, has thrown that woman 
and her son, both of whom were endeavouring to annihilate the 
mirror of the soul of one of God's creatures, into the deep 
well of perdition. What is to hinder you to tarry one day longer 
with me, that I may atone to yon for any shortcomings, and 
ingratiate myself with you, and escort you, lest another 
attempt be made at your life because 

VERSES. 

The rich have no greater enemy than property, 
The kernel causes the ahnond to be broken. 

On account of this gold something might again happen to 
you." I answered : " Friend ! He who does not deviate from 
the path of rectitude, need not fear any dangers. Under the 
guidance of the compassion of God all roads are safe. 

VERSES. 

The well-being of him is never impeded by obstacles, 
Who hastens straight forward to his destination. 

I want no escort, my companions are waiting for me in 
a place which is not far from here, we intend to continue our 
journey together, and please God I shall soon meet them again. 
I gave the man a few Dinars and started on the way.** 

The reason for lighting the lamp of this narrative is, that, the 
abecedarians of the emporium of the ways and means of this life, 
should consider the truth of the moral embodied in this story, 
and place the saw of abscission upon the breast of evil desires, 
lest their good name and innocence be lacerated by them, and 
their envious aspirations should precipitate them into the well 
of disgrace, by Causing them to spread out the net of covetous- 
ness to entice into it the property of others. He who distin- 
guishes bad actions from good^ has always the sword of 
vengeance in his hand. ^ , 
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VEESES. 



If you wish to participate in the prosperity of both worlds, 
Be just towards yourself and do wrong to nobody. 

In fact, thos<^ who range themselyes under the flag of virtue, 
and sound the trumpet of eminence, have made it the leading 
principle of their lives to consider their fellow-beings as their 
brothers, for fear of breaking the flagon of hearts with the stone 
of brutality, and of thus throwing the potsherds of enmity and 
oppression into the way of those who are compelled to walk 
barefooted upon the road of destitution and helplessness ; for 
although it may be easy to a man, by means of the ever ready 
appliances and iDstruments of oppression to deal out strokes 
with the club of injury ; the sharp scimitar of vengeance will 
in course of time inflict the most dreadful wounds on his own 
body, and having tumbled over into the abyss of crime, he will, 
like Abid Kermani and Khojah Hassan the merchant, never 
smell the perfume of the flower of peace from the garden of 
his life. 



STORY VIM. 



In ancient times there was a man of the inhabitants of Ker- 
man, of the name of Abid, who was perpetually taking lessons 
of ill-nature and boldness in the school of Satan, and was in 
the habit of burning with the flames of his malignity and dis- 
honesty, the granaries of the peace of mind of high and low. 
As long as he could, he never quitted the imeven and crooked 
road of bad temper to walk in the flowery plains of humanity 
and civility ; and as long as he was able to defile his lips with 
the incongruous nourishment of quarrels, hepif^ojj|d(jot pick up 
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one crumb from the spread table of friendliness and urbanity. 
He happened to have a virtuous and pious wife, who was sitting 
day and night within the drapery of retirement and obedience 
to her husband, and never for a moment turned her head from 
the line of compliance with his orders. That despised wretch 
was constantly embittering the life of his spouse with the 
coloquinth of moroseness and ill-humour, and was always look- 
ing for new opportunities to wound her heart with the sword of 
recrimination. One day that stranger to the laws of humanity, 
and victim to the disease of evil desires, entered the house ; the 
sting of lunacy of hi3 malice having ascended into his head, and 
the kettle of his black disposition overboiling from the fire of 
his illnature, he knocked out the brains of his imfortunate and 
innocent wife without any cause whatever. After a little while 
his wrath decreased and he began to investigate his case with 
the searching eye of inquiry ; he was aware of having com- 
mitted a great crime, and said : " It is expedient quickly to 
concoct a plan, lest the tree of this mishap bring forth fruits of 
shame and disgrace for me. He ran out in a state of distrac« 
tion, but stopped embarrassed at the door of his house ; he did 
not know to what friend or acquaintance he ought to confide 
this secret, and with the needle of what remedy he might mend 
the fissure of this misfortune. Khojah Hassan the merchant, 
who was an old man, and a well-known shop-keeper of the 
town, was just passing that way ; he hastened towards him and 
said : " Such and such a thing has happened to me, and the 
arrow of this misfortune has been projected from the bow of my 
carelessness, the baneful consequences of it may be remedied by 
your discriminating judgment ; what should hinder you to lift 
the burden of this event off from my neck ?" The old man 
considered for a while, and then said : " The remedy for you ip, 
that you entice some young stranger into your house, and kill 
him also, and then raise the hue and cry, that you have sur- 
prised your wife in criminal intercourse with a stranger^ and 
that you have killed them both. By this means you will 
save your neck." After the sinful old man had given him 
this perverse advice he went his way. That outcasts from the 
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circle of prosperity remained waiting for somebody to pass ; 
after a short while a young man traversed the street, the sun 
of whose beauty was arising from the East of loveliness. The 
tender roses of his cheeks sent abegging the flowers produced 
in gardens, and the straightness of his stature became the 
cynosure for the cypress : — 

VERSES. 

The cheeks of that moon resplendent in the perfection of loveliness, 
Made a perpetual spring in the garden of gracefulness. 
Suddenly his bewitching eye robbed from the lover. 
By the attraction of his glance, consciousness, patience, and rest. 
From the sight of his cheek the eye of the rival was illumined. 
By the sugar of his lips, the palate of love was delighted. 

That malevolent wretch stepped forward, saluted the young 
man, and having proffered kind invitations said : Young man I 
have a delicious repast, if you will oblige me with your com- 
pany I shall be made happy ; the more the stranger excused 
himself the more anxious became his invitation, till the young 
man gave into the snare ; and the wretch having locked the 
door, cut the thread of life of that flourishing tree of the 
garden of youth with the shears of malignity ; having thrown 
him near the corpse of his wife he returned to the street, 
in the middle of which he stopped in order to inform the 
neighbours and the passers by; at that time Xhojah Hassan 
the merchant, at whose instigation the string of the bow of 
this diabolic intrigue was stretched, happened again to come 
that way, when the murderer came running towards him and 
said : '^ Enlightened old man ! I have put your plan in execution, 
now it is all made right." They both entered the house, but 
what was the astonishment of the old man when he discovered 
the corpse of his own son ; he tore his clothes, put ashes 
on his head, and in his grief he continued to strike his head 
against the ground till the spring of his life was withered and 
transformed into the autumn of non-existence, and he became 
suspended on the gibbet of his own iniquity ^ai^d^^vj^ inspiration. 
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One of the neighbours however had a window from which 
everything that happened on the premises, might be observed ; 
a woman saw the whole transaction from beginning to end, and 
reported it to the authorities. The judge of the city o]::dered 
the malefactor to be hung on the tree of punishment, and after- 
wards the body to be cut into pieces, each of which, was to be 
exposed in a thoroughfare, so as to be an example and a 
warning. Khojah Hassan, who frimished that evil-doer with 
such a nefarious plan, fell himself into the pit which he dug for 
anothar, and the malefactor who murdered that innocent woman 
was drowned in the sea of his bad passions. 

The divers in the sea of good principles have threaded all the 
pearls of good actions upon the string of good morals, and they 
do not with-hold the sugar of friendly conversation neither from 
the palate of the rich nor poor, pervading and sweetening all 
their transactions, they never wound with the lancet of anger 
or bad humour the breasts of anybody, whether he be bad or 
good, because the hearts of people are repositories to which 
corruscations of the lights of the secrets of the next world 
descend. 

VERSE. 

If you have oppressed anybody, be sure you will meet your recompense. 

To be on a good footing with friends and to help them, will 
have good consequences in both worlds. Whosoever wounds 
hearts with the dagger of hardships the liver of his own well- 
being will become a target for the multifarious arrows of 
revenge. ' Every careless person that throws the thorns of detri- 
ment into the road of the barefooted, the freshness of the rose- 
hush of his own garden of prosperity will be withered by the 
autumnal blasts of righteous retribution. 

VERSES. 

No one can draw advantage from breaking hearts, 

For the pieces of that broken bottle become diamoB<60Qle 
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Those Vlio belong to the tribe of the mteUigent, and drink 
from the pure fountain-head of salvation by laudable actions, 
are engaged in sweetening the palates of their fellow-bemgs 
with the honey of kindness and love, and do not employ the 
strong eagle of power and worldly adyantage to soar in the 
atmosphere of tyranny, lest the granary of their life and glory 
should be struck by the lightning of the sighs and curses of the 
poor whom they have oppressed, which the wrath of the Lord of 
destinies will not fail to let fall upon them, as upon Pharaoh, th^ 
chain of whose life was snapped in oonsequence of the tornado 
of the complaints of a poor woman. 



STORY IX. 



When Pharaoh that wanderer in the desert of aberration and 
sinfulness, was putting iu motion the chain of persecution to gra- 
tify his malicious and perverse disposition; his improvident desire 
impelled him to build a castle on the banks of the Nile which 
was to vie with the sun in splendour. Every day several hun- 
dred builders with some thousands of labourers were engaged 
in carrying on the works, and each village was put in contribu- 
tion to furnish its quota of labourers. One day it happened 
that a villager fled to avoid the hardships and oppressions, and 
left his unfortunate and pregnant wife alone in the house ; her 
limbs were almost ready to separate from each other in conse- 
quence of poverty and want of food, and her complaints were 
bitter. The task-masters of Pharaoh came to the hut to fetch 
her husband, but as they were unable to find him, they forced 
the unhappy woman to accompany them ; the day of her con- 
finement was at hand, and she was delivered of a child on the 
spot ; in that state she was compelled to carry bricks, stones, 
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and tools. The miserable woman was obliged to obey although 
ahe carried her child also; if she relented, those tjrrannical 
wretches threatened and tormented her until she became unable 
to move, and turned her face towards that discerning, aveng- 
ing and true Eaba which is the hope of all created beings and 
said. 

PRAYER. 

Oh gracious Lord who art one, and without an equal, 

The trust of each unfortunate heart is in thy favour, 

Thou art the architect of the edifice of equity and justice. 

Thy portals are the resting place of the good and the refuge of the weakf 

Nobody departs excluded from the store-house of thy bounty. 

The object of desires is attained in thy graciousness. 

All this oppression with which I met from Pharaoh, 

With all thy justice why so much longanimity ? 

I hope that you will help me. 

Because I am drowned in the sea of oppression.. 

Lord I am thy servant, thou seest how the task^masters of 
Pharaoh persecute me ; if I am sinful and unworthy of thy 
mercy and deserve pimishment ; this child is innocent ; justice 
is one of the attributes^ of thy perfection* O thou most com- 
passionate and just, if thou shouldst not think fit to avenge me 
from this tyrant, to whom shall I complain ? Send a remedy 
to my wounded heart, because thy boundless favour is the only 
helper of the unhappy and oppressed.'* 

She suffered and worked till evening when she departed ta 
her home. Some days after this event the time had arrived that 
the sea of the wrath of God should become stormy and that the 
boat of life and property of Pharaoh should be submerged in the 
Nile of revenge. This happened, as it is recorded in ancient 
chronicles ; and that infidel and tyrannical wretch travelled by 
water to the fire place of eternal damnation. On that day the 
rich and the poor of the inhabitants of Egypt went to the banks 
of the Nile to see the spectacle ; that woman also was among 
the crowd and was walking near the river side till she came to 
a place where she perceived something shining on the surface 
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of the water, she took a long pole and drew the glittering object 
to herself, and discovered it to be a head, severed from its body, 
to each hair of which several precious jewels were attached ; 
the woman disentangled all the gems and put them into her lap, 
when she heard a voice saying : " Woman ! If procrastination 
takes place in the accomplishment of some affidrs, it is not 
because they are forgotten ! As the gates of blessings are open- 
ed to the pious, so also the means of punishment are at hand for 
the criminal, and the laws of justice are in operation at all times 
and always have been ; but their application depends from the 
quality of each action be it bad or good. This is the head of 
that Pharaoh for whom the castle was built, and even the meanest 
servants of whom were persecuting you on that day, and now 
the lightning of thy complaint has struck the granary of his 
dignity and life ; these jewels, each of which is precious as the 
tribute of a realm, are the wages of one day's labour for you.'' 
The woman took care of the jewels, and her husband having 
returned from his journey, the dark night of their misfortune 
was changed into the bright day of prosperity. 

The moral of this story is, that the etUfice of tyranny has no 
firm foundation and rests on the surface of water, the breeze of 
complaints of the oppressed shakes it, and over- turns the basis 
of its existence. 



VERSES. 

One spark causes the conflagration of a hundred granaries. 
From the sighs of the unhappy the field of misery is withered 

In fact there is no better preserver and guardian of the gar- 
den of life than the bulwark of the fear of God, and good will 
to all men. 



VERSES. 

Be on your guard from th» curses of the oppressed. 
Because of a sudden they destroy kingdoms. GqOqIc 
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The truth of the foregoing assertions is also confirmed by that 
which happened to the Khakan of China and the Keyaer of 
Boom ; those who will extract the cotton of inattention from 
their ears may perfume the brains of their experience by inhaling 
the odour of the following narratiye. 



STORY X. 



As it became evident and certain in olden times that the 
majority ofthe monarchs of China had measured the road of 
the domain of existence with the paces of longevity, and that 
no detriment accrued to their vitality from the deceitfulnesa 
of the Sahara* of life, so that they were enabled to enjoy the 
delights of the banquet of life as they listed, and tha^ they 
reached the outermost stage of life, and the blasting autumnal 
wind of death was unable to wither the rose-garden of life ev^i 
of one of them, whUe they were in the spring-season of youtib ; 
and because the moon of life of the majority of Keysers had 
been eclipsed by death before they had reached the age of 
maturity ; on account of this fact the curiosity of one of the 
Keysers, was excited and as much as he tried he could not dis- 
cover the reason of it, at last he determined on sending an 
ambassador to the £hakan of China in order to 8d.ve this diffi- 
culty and addressed the following letter to him : '^ May the 
standard of prosperity of the Emperor always portend good 
omens, may the hand of the autumn of vicissitudes never touch 
the bloom of the garden of life of that dweller on the seat of 
magnificence and glory. It has now become certain, that the 
lives of the pillars of that exalted dynasty are never imperilled 
during their youth by the insidious tempests of mundane acci- 

* Name of a well known desert. ^ , 
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dents ; many of the members of our family lose the ready capi- 
tal of their lives from the hands of their control. As tihe 
longed for cause of this circumstance was, and is sitting behind 
the curtain of concealment in the harem of secrecy, a ray of 
light has struck the inquiring mind, that it might perhaps be 
discovered, by shaking the chain of amity. Should the door of 
the treasury of the coveted information be opened by the key 
of our supplication, and our assembly be rejoiced by the 
splendor of the luminary of so excellent a remedy, may 
Your Majesty condescend to send some of it, that the edifice 
of our mutual love and intimacy may become strength- 
ened in this respect also." This letter the ambassador carried 
to China with numerous presents, and having arrived there he 
obtained an audience of the Khakan to whom he delivered his 
message and gifts. The Khakan ordered the ambassador and 
his suit to encamp near a certain tree which was outside the 
city, and to be supplied witk provisions during one week ; after 
the lapse of which the supplies were to be stopped and the 
entire embassy to be neglected. The ambassador was waiting 
a long time for the letter which he expected to carry back, and 
expended all his supplies ; many of his followers being reduced 
to necessity, took to flight, he was almost despairing of receiving 
an answer ; when the Khakan one day happened to pass that 
way, being engaged in hunting. The ambassador advanced 
into the middle of the way, began to complain, and prayed to be 
dismissed. The Khakan answered : '^ In the place where you 
are encamped there is a tree, as soon as it falls down you will 
get your leave.'' The ambassador having returned said: 
" What probability is there that a tree of such height should not 
endure for centuries P" He and the very small number of 
his suite which had not yet left him were greatly embarrassed 
by this circumstance, nevertheless they remained until their 
distress was at its height ; they made supplication to the throne 
of grace to obtain the destruction of that tree, they rested not 
till the arrow of their prayers had struck the target of response, 
and a very violent wind having begim to blow, the tree was 
torn up by the roots all of a sudden. The ambassader for 
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whom this event became an occasion of great thankfulness, and 
joy, hastened to make his obeisance to the Elhakan, to relate 
the event, and to beseech him to send an answer. The Khakan 
said : " The fact of the fall of this tree is itself the answer ; 
go and say to the Keyser that the lamp of life is kept bright 
by the prayers, and that the thread of existence is served by 
the complaints of the subjects. If a king cherishes the laws 
of equity and justice, and studies the welfare of his subjects, 
the smcJl and the great will pray from the bottom of their 
hearts for the prolongation of his existence, and he will enjoy 
the delights and advantages of life ; or else if he kindles the fire 
of oppression and tyranny the simple and the gentle will desire 
the castle of his life to be overthrown, and the granary of his 
existence will be destroyed by the thunderbolt of annihilation ; 
you and several others have prayed for the overthrow of this 
tree, and it was soon cut asunder by the saw of annihilation ; 
it is evident that whenever many people wish the destruction 
of one individual the vision of his existence will become blearey- 
ed from the dust of non-existence." Having presented the 
ambassador with a dress of honor and many gifts, he sent him 
on his way. The ambassador arrived in his country and 
reported every thing to the Keyser. 

The moral of this story is that the tree of each act bears its 
fruit of reward, and that the breeze of the recompense of each 
deed is blowing. He may be called prudent, who applies all 
his faculties to act rightly, and confines the dog of his bad pas- 
sions with the muzzle of obedience like the wise shepherd, lest 
the sheep of his flock of peace that are grazing in the pasture 
of ease, should be dispersed and torn to pieces by the rapaciotis 
wolf of evil actions. 
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STORY X!. 



It is related, that when the preacher of the pulpit of prophecy 
and the nightingale of the garden of liberality, namely Jesus 
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the son of Mary (upon whom be the blessing of God) had 
{Attained the highest rank of superiority, and his precious exis- 
tence had been fructified to perfection by the water and color 
of excellence and prophecy, he was one day walking about iu 
the fields and encountered there a youth who was engaged in 
guarding a flock of sheep. The Lord Jesus said : '' Shepherd ! 
It is evident that the Creator has brought into existence the 
earthy the heavens, and men that they may serve Him and 
approach the threshold of constant obedience; nor can they 
become acquainted with godliness and religion unless they 
be instructed ; this knowledge is sought after by the rich and 
poor, why is it that you do not care for piety in the spring- 
season of youth, and spend your precious time in roving about 
in the desert ? Why do you not keep up an intercourse with 
the world and pious people P By it you would obtain the bless- 
ing of both worlds and taste the sweets of many benefits.'^ 
The shepherd said : " Oh prophet of God ! What you have 
said is true ; nevertheless I have learned several tenets about 
God, and some principles of devotion; my whole life is 
regulated by these, and I am in need of no other information. 
The Lord Jesus inquired what these were ? The shepherd said : 
*' In the first place, as long as the cauldron of the benefits of 
provisions for each day keeps boiling in the cook-room of divine 
goodness, I shall never deprive anybody of one crimib of bread. 
Secondly : as long as the sugar of honesty and righteousness is 
not consumed, I shall never defile my lips with the wormwood 
of deception and fraud ; and thirdly : as long as there is any 
fecundity in the rose-garden of lawful things, I shall never place 
my foot in the thorny abodes of transgression to forbidden and 
unlawful things, and fourthly : as long as I am able to moisten 
my palate with the exhilarating wine of friendship, I shall never 
become subject to the headache of the crapula of enmity." 
The Lord Jesus said : " Blessed art thou Oh wise man ; the 
knowledge of the ancients and the moderns is embodied in these 
principles.'* 

If a man is prudent he will disentangle himself from tha 
flnares of his passions and will listen to the words of justice, like 
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that dissolute man who was awakened from the heavj and 
bewildering sleep of indiffiKPence, by the conversation with a 
child ; and was sobered £-om the drunken unconsciou^ess of 
foUy. 



STORY XII. 



In ancient times there lived in Shiraz a mian who was" disso- 
lute and profligate, he was constMitiy holding the stirrup of, 
and following in the train of, obedience to his evil concupiso^oce, 
and was always fleeing from the domicile of abstinence and 
virtue. As long as he was able to roam in the stony and uneven 
wildemess of misery and sinfulness he would never approach 
the hai^y mansion of good deeds ; as long as he suspected one 
mouthful to be left on the table of transgression he would never 
attempt to reach the banquet of probity. He had a child 
which was intelligent, the door of the treasury of its good dis- 
position was always open to receive the precious gems of good 
doctrines ; and it was always ready to acquire knowledge. One 
night the father perceived that his dear child was turning on 
the couch of restlesaiess, and the bird of sleep and tranquility 
having left the nest of its mind, he was employed in sowing the 
seeds of grief into the field of his breast, and watering with his 
tears the herbs of sadness. When the parent saw the signs of 
his son's melancholy he exclaimed : " Oh apple of my soul's 
eyes what has happened to thee this night that the string of the 
binding of thy volume of rest has been torn asunder, and the 
leaves of they quietness have fallen into disorder, and thy only 
lesson is the reading of the ABC of lamentation ?" The child 
replied : "Oh dear father, my condition is indeed a sad one ; 
as it is Friday to-morrow, and I am to rehearse with my mas- 
ter the lessons of the whole week, I fear that on account of my 
negligence I may have forgotten some, and by this I may be 
6 
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put to shame in the presence of all the other boys and be reproved 
by our teacher ; this is the apprehension which has made me 
sleepless. When his &ther heard this, he drew his deeve over 
his eyes and awaking from the sleep of carelessness said : " Dar- 
ling of thy father ! The cares for the lessons of one week have 
made thee restless ; but woe to me heedless sinner who have 
passed several years in following the inspirations of unlawful 
passions, and have not plucked a single flower from the garden 
of good actions. I am so intoxicated by the wine of listlessness 
that I am under no apprehension how to answer for this. I am 
only embarrassed how I will arrive with all this heavy load of 
sins at the final judgment.'' 

The affair of the son became a guide to his father, he became 
penitent and sealed the diploma of his conversion with the signet 
of the Kazi of a sincere conscience. He spread the carpet of 
devotion and piety, and passed his time in prayer till he became 
one of the good and the happy. 

The moral of this story is that the accidents and events of 
this life must not be lightly esteemed, and that each of them 
tells its tale which ought to serve for our instructions, as Sheikh 
Sadi of Shiraz truly says. 

VERSES. 

When a wise man sees the green trees, 
In each leaf he peroeives the finger of God. 



This maxim is also confirmed by the following : 

STORY XMI. 



There was a man in Tabriz the orbs of whose vision were 
deprived of the faculty of seeing, and the stature of his circum- 
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stances, of the robe of wealth. He was ranking with the okss 
of paupers and going from house to house for the purpose of 
beggingy he was in tiie habit of chanting the following : — 

DISTTCH. 

Whoever turns his face from the road of justice, 

His brpast will become a target for the shafts of misfortune. 

One day he went about according to his custom and having 
stopped near a rich man's hoiuse, he began to beg, and also reci- 
ted the above distich ; the master of the hoiuse refreshed his 
thirsty Ups with the pleasant shower of a gift and said : " It is 
some time since I hear this verse from you, I adjure you to tell 
me the cause of it.'' The blind man said : '' Kind and humane 
Sir, why do you ask me to relate to you an event which is sad 
and only renews the wounds of my heart ; my birth-place is 
in Syria near Damascus, my father was in the beginning of his 
career a hawker, and in that business he considered honesty, 
piety, and justice as the principal stock in trade of the shop of his 
livelihood ; by the blessing of these upright principles his cir- 
cumstances were improved and day by day the darkness of his 
poverty was being dispelled by the rays of the lamp of prosperity ; 
his wealth had gradually increased so much, that he exchanged 
his occupation with that of a dealer in jewels, and having with 
some other merchants undertaken an expedition to Bahrain, he 
bought there a great quantity of pearls and returned home. 
He engaged in that biusiness with several assistants and the star 
of his good fortune was daily rising till it culminated, and he 
became one of the wealthiest men of that country. The diver 
in the sea of destiny extrtu^ted the pearl of my father's life from 
the shell of existence ; all his property fell to my lot ; and 
having sat down in the depository of my father's wel- 
fare and ease, I spread like him the carpet of the same employ- 
ment and occupation ; the tree of greediness for, and love of, 
money had struck deep roots in my heart ; worldliness had 
obtained such complete dominion over me that it deprived me 
once for all of the reins of self-control ; in lucrative ig>eciila- 
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tions and mercantile transactions I took dishonesty and frattd 
into my partnership, and although I endeavoured to cover the 
reproving eye of conscience with the sleeve of prohibition I was 
imable to cope with my insatiable greediness ; it is also con- 
sidered very despicable to commence business in the bazaar be- 
fore sun-rise, I however was in the habit of opening my shop 
at that time. One day when I had done this, a man of sinister 
aspect made his appearance, from whose face the disease of the 
jaundice of poverty had wiped off the bloom of health. He 
began to praise God, and having drawn from his pocket a preci- 
ous pearl, said : " Young man ! I was once well off and had great 
possessions and riches, but by a sudden reverse of fortune I was 
made pernniless in the twinkling of an eye, and all that has re* 
mained to me, is this pearl ; the destitution of my family and 
my difficulties have compelled me to offer it for sale in order to 
ward off further evils, until the breeze of prosperity again 
begins to blow towards me.'' I took the pearl from his hand 
and although it was extremely valuable, and I was astonished 
at its beauty, purity, and splendor ; I was influenced by the 
cunning of our trade, turned contemptuously towards the man 
and said : " This pearl is not so precious as you suppose, your 
poverty however induces me to buy it, say what is tibe price ?'* 
Then I turned away and busied myseK about something else, 
but the desire to possess the pearl had in reality pervaded my 
whole being, and I was afraid that it might become the prey of 
somebody else. The man said : " Dear friend ! Although you 
see me now in a state of distress, there was a time when I pre- 
sented numerous pearls of this kind to my friends ; it is not 
worth the while to make so much ado about the sale of one 
pearl only, and I myself am perfectly aware what its price is, 
but as I have come to your shop, I feel ashamed to go round to 
others ; your own skill and knowledge are also perfectly com- 
petent to decide this matter ; you may offer me whatever you 
think just and equitable.*' He then again handed the pearl to 
me, and how much so ever I might be contending with my 
greediness to offer him half the price of its true value, my im- 
righteous nature would never acquiesce. I drew forth twenty 
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dirhems from my pocket and placed them before him ; he im- 
ceremomously took the money and drawing a deep sigh said : 
" What justice and humanity ^ And withdrew from my pre* 
sence. I was highly pleased and congratulated myself on the 
adyantageous bargain I had made in obtaining a gem for tn^entj 
dirhems which would be considered cheap at one thousand. I 
drew erery moment the comb of complacency over the musta* 
chios of my shrewdness, and placed the hand of approbation upon 
the shoulder of my ezpertness, and never suspected that the day 
of retribution would overtake me. 

Only two days had elapsed after this transaction, when I 
again op^ied my shop at sunrise before any other inhabitant of 
the bazaar had risen. I began to arrange my shop, when one 
of the principal citizens of the city passed on horseback ; I 
thrust my head out from the door to see who the cavalier was, 
when his horse shied, and the rider being precipitated to the 
ground, suddenly expired. A crowd of attendants that follow- 
ed, fell upon me, beat me with sticks and tied my hands ; the 
inhabitants of the bazaar who were inimical to me on account 
of my unbounded greediness for gain, began to congregate 
around me, they heartily wished that I might fall into some 
scrape, and as much as I tried to explain, no one paid attention ; 
but many of them said : " The accumulation of wealth by the 
unworthy and dishonest clearly points to accidents like this.'' 
So much of this kind of talk passed that the majority were con- 
vinced of my guilt, and affirmed that I had killed that man. 
The police having tied my hands and neck, carried me before the 
Ameer of Damascus, who was a rapacious man, and coveted my 
riches. He considered this a very good opportunity to attain 
his end ; the guards also said that by the corruscation of the 
Ames's prosperity, to-day a wonderfully fat piece of game had 
fallen into their meshes. No time was given me to explain, the 
Ameer made a sign that I should be decapitated ; some of the 
bystanders however pleaded for mercy, and I was fined one 
thousand gold Dinars ; by the depredation of this misfortune I 
was mulcted of more than one-half of my property, and although 
the loins of my patience had been crushed by the burden of 
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this loss, I again spread out on all sides the net of acquisition, 
and the sportsman of my mind was roaming about in search 
of the game of wealth, until one day when I was sitting in my 
shop two well-dressed women arrived, one of whom had a suck- 
ing babe in her arms, and the other a casket, and both of them 
•at down on the threshold of my door ; the woman with the 
child in her arms drew several gold Ashrefis from her pocket, 
and handing them to the other said : '* Give this money for the 
articles which you have bought yesterday from Haji Jellal 
Eazvini, and tell him that I shall send him the balance to- 
morrow, and that he is soon to procure the jewels which he 
promised, because the wedding will come off in ten days more; I 
shall wait for you, return quickly with an answer.'* When 
the woman had departed I became anxious for gain, because I 
had heard the nstme of wedding mentioned, and had seen 
the gold Ashrefis ; so I addressed the woman in the following 
strain : — " Lady of the harem of modesty where have you sent 
your companion P" She said: ''The daughter of such and 
such a well known citizen is to be given in marriage to the son 
of the vizier of this city, and we, being attached to the household 
of the young lady, have come to the bazaar, because we were 
in need of some fine linen and of jewels ; the first we have 
bought yesterday from the said Haji Jellal and have sent him 
the price to-day ; and as he has promised to procure the jewels 
also, I have sent my companion with a message.'' When I 
had heard this news I considered it a good windfall, and poured 
a considerable sum into the pocket of my imagination. I con- 
tinued : '' Noble and honored lady ! I have many and preci- 
ous jewels, allow me to display them to you, and you may 
choose those which you consider eligible ; there wiU be no diffi- 
culty in agreeing about the price." The woman answered: 
" The lady to whom the jewels are to be submitted for approba- 
tion is very nice in her choice, and difficult to please, these few 
days we have shown her many jewels ; she desires to see only 
valuable and high-priced gems ; besides, we have already bar- 
gained with Haji Jellal, and bought jewels from him, he is also 
very accommodating to our own selves." Hearing this I knocked 
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at the door of compliance and said : ^' Nor woidd I be dispos- 
ed to forfeit your good will, because by it I would be greaflj 
benefitted in the profitable transaction of business with great 
people." She said : " We shall see ;" while we were thus 
conversing her companion arrived^ and having taken out a 
string of valuable pearls from her reticule, showed it to her ; 
she cast a glance at me and whispered something to her compa* 
nion, then she continued to her in a loud voice : " Since you 
have brought them, let them remain also/' Turning to me 
she said : '* Show us your jewels !• ' I brought a small box 
which contained my principal stock, opened it, and displayed 
the most valuable pearls and jewels which I possessed, and 
mentioned the price of each ; I also fixed the price of the 
pearl I had bought from that man, at two thousand dirhems/' 
The woman said : ^' How can I tell whether they will approve 
of these or not P" She sealed the box, took out tablets from 
her pocket and wrote something which she delivered to her 
companion and said: *'l shall remain here; let the lady 
of the house make her choice; if you like, you may 
send also somebody with my friend, in order to learn where 
the house is.'' I had a fSEtithful servant whom I sent along 
with her companion, and the woman herself sat down 
in my shop. While this was passing, two men in the bazaar 
fell into a quarrel with each other, and when they had reached 
my door they drew their swords and inflicted wounds upon 
each other ; a great crowd gathered immediately and the men 
of the Ameer also came to fetch those that witnessed the affair ; 
they compelled the shopkeepers to follow, and they dragged 
me also with them ; meanwhile the woman remained sitting in 
my shop with the child in her arms and said to me : ^' Do not 
be uneasy about your shop, for I shall take care of it till you 
return ;" I proceeded a few paces when it occurred to my mind 
that the woman might deceive me ; so I said to the butcher 
whose shop was next to mine : '^ Take care of this woman !" 
And as he had no knowledge of my transaction with her, he 
supposed that I intended to entrust to him the care of the shop 
only, and said : « AU right." ^^^^^^^ ^^ Google 
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As some time had passed since my servant went with the 
other woman and the box of jewels, and had not yet returned ; 
and also the other woman was sitting alone in my shop ; I was 
full of anxiety and went with an oppressed heart to the house 
of the Ameer ; I arrived there after all the witnesses had been 
examined and discharged ; I was taken into the presence of the 
Ameer to give my testimony, but as I was in a very distracted 
state of mind on account of that woman, I gave my evidence in 
a way which did not correspond with the other witnesses. The 
Ameer smiled and said : '' This is the same wretch that has 
before this killed such and such a man ;" the people said : ** So 
it is/' The Ameer continued : " This is the reason why his 
evidence is contradictory to that of a thousand other individuals ; 
such a worthless and godless fellow deserves to be well punish- 
ed." When I was led out of the palace I gave a good round 
sum to the officials to induce them to take the bail of res- 
peetable persons and to dismiss me. When I returned 
to my shop, I discovered no trace of the woman ; my servant 
akme was sitting in the shop, crying and in distress. I asked 
him what had become of the bargain and the woman. He in- 
quired what had become of Ihe woman that had been sitting 
h^re. I said that I had committed her to the attention of tiie 
butcher ; and asked him where he had been and what he had 
done with the jewel-box P He answered : " You have deli- 
vered the box to the woman and communicated to her what 
to do ; you ordered me only to follow her so as to learn where 
the house is, and this I did ; I went with her from the bazaar 
and passed through several slareets until we reached a s^eet 
jcalled the street of the forty virgins, she stopped near the door 
of a house, before which a number of respectable men were 
sittings and told me to sit down till she came out again. The 
woman went in, and I remained waiting for her nearly till noon 
but she never made her appearance ; when it was mid-day I 
heard the voice of the Muezzin* and. people began to enter the 
place in ctowds, I supposed that somebody had died in the house 

* The crier who calls the people to prayers from the top of the Mosque. 
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and that this multitude was going to condole and to inquire ; 
after a short time they all came out again. I was greatly tired 
from straining my attention for so long a time, and asked one 
of the people: " Does the woman who went in here not care 
to come out at all ?' The man laughed outright and said : 
*' Whose house do you suppose this is ? And what woman are 
you asking about ? Step forward, there is nobody to prohibit 
you, and see what place this house is/' I arose from my seat 
and entered the portico with fear and apprehension, and proceed- 
ed till I reached the interior of a mosque were I saw the people 
engaged in prayers ; on the opposite side of the mosque I also 
discovered an open door, by which also people were coming and 
going ; then I knew that the woman must have passed through 
it^ I also went out by that door and perceived women like her 
walking about, but as she had no sign on her dress by which I 
might have recognized her, and not knowing her name to call 
her by, I wandered about the street for a while, and then hope- 
lessly returned to the shop/' When I heard from my servant 
this melancholy news I was choked with grief and almost lost my 
senses; I went to the butcher and asked him what had 
become of the woman that I had recommended to his atten- 
tion ? He answered : " Where have you entrusted a woman 
to me ? You have only told me to take care of your 
shop ; when you were gone I noticed a woman sitting 
there with a child in her arms ; I asked her with whom she 
had any business ? To which she replied : " I want a sum of 
money from the jeweller ;" after a moment she brought her 
child and said : * Let this child remain here till I come 
back;' she left the child and went away, and there it 
is in the shop." I said : " Bring it out that I may see 
it." The butchejp did so, but when I raised the veil from 
its face, we discovered that it was a plaster figure enveloped 
and dressed up like an infant ; I said to the butcher : " This 
is a very strange child ;" He replied : " Leave oflf joking, go 
and inquire for the woman." I again continued : " I 
entrusted the woman to your care and I want you to 
produce her, she remained in my shop as a pledge for more 
7 
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ihsai three thousand Tomans* of jewels. He relied : *^ Yon 
fool! Perhaps I was your servant that I should take care 
of the woman instead of you doing it yourself/' I was in 
so great ^ state (d e^citeiiient that J took up his great 
butdier's knife which was lying near me, and threw it at him ; 
it strudc him and sliced off a part of his face ; upon this his 
friends and neighbours tied me and carried me before the Ameer^t 
who ordered them to kill me ; but there were many who said : 
*' This man is crazy and beside himself, of what use could it be 
to kill him ; whatever he pos^e^es ought to be confiscated and 
th^n he ought to be expelled the city, tixsA this may be an exam- 
ple to others." Every thing which I possessed was tak^i firom 
my house as a mulct for my crime, and being driven out <rf 
Damascus I went away poor and naked ; when I reached the 
desert I lost my road and wandered about thirsty and hungry for 
iten days and lamented over my misfortunes ; suddenly a man 
met me and mounted me on his camel ; having earned me as 
far as the main-rpad, he asked me whether I knew him ? I 
said : " Your voice seems to be that of a friend.*' He eontinued : 
** I am &e same man whp sold you that pearl for twenty dir- 
hems to try your honesty, and I have it with me now ;" accord- 
ingly he put his hand into his bag, drew ibrth the same pearl, and 
showed it to me saying; *^ Eiiow that I am King Akabil and 
that several thousands of genii are subject to me and my occu- 
pation is to go about in the cities and bazaars und^ vari- 
ous disguises to discover whether people are honest and upright 
in their dealings or not ; when I find anybody to be honest 
I always remain his friend and helper, but when I see a man 
who is unjust and fraudulent, I endanger his life and property ; 
you ought to know that the worst of actions are unrighteous- 
ness and deceit towards one's fellow-beings ; on, acoount of your 
deceitfiilness and injustice the granary of your immenjse pro- 
perty has in a very short time been blown away by the wind of 
non-existence." I commenced to cry and complain but he said : 
^' Remorse is too late now ;" and disappeared from my sight ; so 

* One Toman is of the value of about ten shiUingB En^pliish money. 
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I cattle to this country and sm wandering about in a state of 
helpleesness and destitution in bitter repentance and grief for 
my f(Nrmer dishonesty and for the loss of my property; what- 
ever I undertook, nothing succeeded till at last my eyes became 
blind, and now, begging has become my trade ; and the reason 
why I always chant the same distich is ; that neither the 
high nor the low should abandon tbe road of honesty and jus* 
tice, lest ttiey be exiled like myself, from the abode of peace 
and proeperity.*' 

It is certain that whosoever sows the seeds of fraud and dis- 
honesty in the field of his imagination will never reap the har- 
vest of prosperity ; but he will like the Eazi of Ghaznin obtain 
the signature of disgrace to his diploma of respectability, and 
will depart from the tribunal of this life to the) ruinous abode 
of annihilation. 



STORY XIV. 



During the reign of Scdtan Mahomed Subaktaghin in Ghaz- 
nin, a man was travelling from Aderbaijan to Hindustan ; when 
he arrived in GHiaKnin, he was much pleased with the climate, 
so he concluded to settle there ; and as he had great experi- 
ence in commerce, he went to the bazaar and became a broker 
and was very successful in business ; he intended to marry, and 
fortune being propitious to him, he entered into a matrimonial 
alliance with a virtuous and handsome young woman ; by de- 
grees his business also became more and more flourishing and 
having accumulated much wealth, he was numbered among 
the richest merchants. He wished to extend Ms iaransaetiona 
to Hindustan and sent goods to tiiat country ; but as he had no 
connexions or intimate friends in Ghaznin who might take 
charge of his wife till his return, this thought troiiUed him 
greaUy ; and as he considered it the first duty of a respectable 
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man to be on his guard on this subject, and not to hazard 
his reputation and honor ; he determined not to start on his 
journey till he had provided an asylum for his spouse. As the 
Kazi of the city was a man noted for his piety, virtue and honor, 
he said to himself: '^I cannot do better than entrust the keep- 
ing of my wife to so godly and honest a man who is a magistrate 
and a churchman, and enjoys the esteem of the rich and the 
poor ; let her remain in his house till I return from my jour- 
ney." He hastened to make his obeisance to- the Kazi and 
said : " Oh President of the judgment seat of truth and piety ; 
by whose talented and searching disposition the explanations 
of religious and secular questions are flowing, and by whose 
essentially holy authority and intelligence the commendatory 
and prohibitory laws are corroborated, may your righteous 
opinion always remain the guide of those who seek to walk on 
the straight way of piety. I, your humble servant, am an 
inhabitant of this city, and it is my intention to imdertake a 
journey to Hindustan ; I have a young wife, the leaves of whose 
modesty and virtue are bound up in the splendid volimie of her 
natural excellence ; but as I have nobody who might protect 
and take care of her, and also because she might fall under the 
obloquy of false tongues ; I flatter myself that she might find 
a refuge imder the guardianship of your Lordship." The Kazi 
placed the seal of acquiescence upon this request and said that 
he would take care of her. That man furnished his wife with 
all the necessary expenses for one year, delivered her to the 
Xazi, and started on his journey. The lady spent her whole 
time in the house of the Kazi in prayer and devotion, and nearly 
a whole year had elapsed, without the breeze of a single pro&ne 
glance having blown on the vemar abode of her face, and with- 
out her having ever heard the bird of a voice in the foliage of 
her ears ; till one day the Kazi unexpectedly made his appear- 
ance and looked at her, when he perceived her Leila-like beauty 
sitting within the black mansion of her musked ringlets, and 
her sweet tenderness mounted upon the GulgAn* of attractive- 

* Gulgtin is the name of the horse which Lady Shirin ' rides,_^in the poem of 
Ferhad and Shirin. Digitized by GoOglc 
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ness and melancholy, the Majntin* of the Kazi's intellect be- 
came troubled, and Ferhad likef he began to dig the Besttin 
of his soul, which was melting and burning in the censer of 
distraction. He was anxious to make overturns against her 
virtue, but being aware of her whole nature and chastity, he 
durst not attempt it ; nevertheless when the wife of the Kazi 
one day absented herself to visit the public baths and had left 
the lady alone to take care of the house, he was so completely 
dominated by his unlawful passion that he threw skyward the 
turban of concupiscence and said : 

VERSES. 

The desired game for which I looked in the skies, 

Has now on earth fallen into the net of my good fortune. 

The Kazi locked the door and commenced his stratagem by 
complimenting her modesty and continued to address her in the 
following strain : " Virtuous lady ! The reputation of my 
honesty and piety has spread in the world and penetrated all 
comers, neither could the charms of the paradisiacal Houris 
seduce my righteous disposition from the road of firm determina- 
tion, or impel me to transgress the laws of purity ; then why 
do you avoid me so much P If the absence of intelligence and 
of the knowledge of the true state of things keep your face veiled 
with the curtain of bashfulness ; my obedience to the laws of 
God and my fear of eternal punishment at the day of resurrec- 
tion, prohibits me from allowing the fire of sensuality to be 
kindled within me. 

VERSE. 
I would not disturb your peace even with the sinful glance of my eye. 

Be of good cheer and throw aside the veil of apprehension 
from your face, because there is no danger of sinning ; and 

* Majntin and Leila are the Romeo and Juliet of the East. 

t Ferhad dug in the mountain Bisttin and sculptur^ 3hinn's likeness. 
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although it is against the law of God and the prophet to exact 
services from guests, but since you belong to the house and I 
am dependent of your kindness, I would request you to procure 
me some food, for I am hungry." The woman placed the pro-^ 
hibitory veil of bashfulness cm her face, and waited upon the 
£azi with all due modesty, she put tiie meal before hitn and 
retired to a comer ; the Kazi had provided himself with a drug 
which deprives of his senses any one who tastes it, and said to 
the woman : " You know that three kinds of persons will be 
rejected from the mercy of God on ttie day of resurrection, and 
will be subjected to endless tortures ; firstly he, who eats alone, 
secondly he who sleeps alone, and thirdly he who travels alone ; 
and till now it has never happened to me that I did any of these, 
three things ; since I am now eating alone and any one who 
does this, has the devil for his companion, and to whomsoever 
this happens, his faith will be endangered ; why should you 
not, in order to free me from the snares of the devil, defile your 
hands by partaking of this meal ?" He did not cease to invite 
her till she sat down near the table and helped herself to some 
food, the Kazi took this opportunity to throw some of the medi^ 
cine into the plate ; after the unfortimate woman had swallowed 
a few morsels she felt herself fainting, and wanting to get up 
from the table, her feet refused to bear her, and she fell senseless 
to the ground ; the Kazi quickly gathered up the articles that 
were on the table and meditated worse things ; when he sud- 
denly heard noises on the outside ; this greatly disturbed him, 
and he was much embarrassed where to conceal the woman so 
that nobody might discover the circumstance. The Kazi hap- 
pened to keep his money and yaluables in a subterraneous room 
which was situated exactly imder the apartment in which he 
was, nobody knew anything about this place except himself; 
he opened the trap-door, thrust the woman into it and again 
covered the floor with the carpet ; then he went out and saw 
that his family had returned from the bath. The Kazi said : 
" Why did you all leaye the house empty ?" They answered : 
" We have left the wife of the merchant to take care of the 
place.'* The Kazi said : *' It is two hours since I arrived at 
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home and have seen no one ; vrhy do you trust such a person^ 
she may have taken away something." They were all astonish- 
ed and said that she was not such a woman^ and wondered what 
had become of her. While this talk was going on, the husband 
of that woman having just returned from his journey to Hindus- 
tan, oame at that moment to the house of the Kazi to inquire for 
his wife. The Kazi said : " It is some time since your wife has 
left the house without giving us notice or asking permission.** 
The merchant said: ^^Oh £azi! This is not the time to 
crack jokes, deliver to me my wife/' The Kazi swore an oath 
and affirmed that he was in earnest. The Merchant said : '^I 
am too well acquainted with the nature and disposition of my 
wife, ever to believe her to be capable of such a trick ; there 
must be something dUe the matt^/' The Kazi got angry and 
replied : *' It is I who must be offended you foolish man ; why 
do you talk nonsense and uselessly insult us P Go and see where 
your wife is !'*— As the merchant was greatly attached to hia 
spouse and the smoke of distress was beginning to ascend from 
the oven of his brains, he tore the collar of patience and hastened 
to make his complaint to the Sultan, and prostrating himself 
upon the oarpet of supplication he said : 

VERSES. 

Oh exalted and happj monarch, 

May felicity be the servaut of your pakce. 

The Kazi of the oity has done me iajustice, 

Greater than the blast of a tornado of the we»t. 

If it be permitted I shall explain 

Hie injustice of that mean spirited wretch. 

The Sultan said : ** Bring forward your complaint, that I 
may beoome acquainted with it.'* The merchant saidf **! 
am a native of Aderbaijan and the fame of the justice and 
protection which the poor obtain at the hands of Tour 
Majesty^ have induced me to settle in this country, and it is 
some time since I dwell imder the shadow of Tour Majesty'^s 
protection. I had a beautiful and modest wife, and intending 
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to travel to Hindustan, I committed her, one year ago to the 
charge of the Kazi. Now I have again returned, but he, being 
deceived by his covetousness refuses to give up to me my wife." 
The Sultan ordered the Kazi to be brought into his presence, 
but the latter, suspecting what would happen, suborned by the 
promise of money several vagabonds to testify, when called up- 
on, that they had seen the merchant's wife absent herself from 
the Kazi's house, three months ago. When the Eazi arrived, 
the Sultan asked him what kind of a complaint the merchant 
had against him. The Kazi said: "May the torch of Your Majes- 
ty's welfare be luminous, and the castle of opposition ruinous! 
This man has entrusted his wife to me and it is nearly three 
months, since she went out of it without giving any notice, and up 
to this time she has not come back, we have been unable to dis- 
cover any traces of her." The merchant answered ; " This is 
contrary to the nature of my wife, and I do not believe it." 
The Sultan said: "Who are the witnesses." The Kazi 
answered that several neighbours and householders of the vici- 
nity were acquainted with the fact, and wrote down their 
names ; at a sign of the Sultan to a Chamberlain these witnesses 
were brought in, and they confirmed the assertion of the Kazi. 
Then the Sultan said to the merchant: "As the Kazi has 
established his assertion by witnesses, your complaint falls to 
the ground." Upon this the merchant retired disappointed. 
The Sultan was in the habit of perambulating the bazaars and 
streets of the city occasionally, in disguise, to mix among the 
people, and thus to discover what they thought of him. That 
might he left his palace according to his wont and walked 
about ; he happened to pass near the door of a shop where boys 
were playing at the game of : the king and his vizier. One 
of the children was made king, and said to the others : " I am 
king and you are all under my authority, you must not seek to 
evade my commands." Another boy said : " If you give un- 
just judgments like Sultan Mahomed we shall soon depose you." 
The other asked : " What injustice has Sultan Mahmood done P" 
He answered : " To-day the affair of a merchant came before 
the Sultan, this merchant had confided his wife to the keeping 
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of the Kazi, and he hid her in his own house ; the Sultan called 
for witnesses when the Kazi gained his cause by bringing into 
court witness whom he had previously bribed. It is a great pity 
that people should have the administration of justice in their 
hands who are unable to distinguish between right and wrong ; 
had I been in the place of the Sultan I would very quickly have 
discovered the truth or falsehood of the witnesses of the Kazi." 
When the Sultan had heard the conversation of these children 
he sighed and returned to his palace in great agitation of mind ; 
next morning as soon as it was day-light he sent somebody to 
fetch the boy. The boy came and the Sultan received him in 
a very friendly way saying : " This day you shall be my 
Lieutenant the whole day from morning till evening, and I 
intend to allow you to sit in judgment and to act entirely 
according to your own will.'' Then the Sultan whispered to a 
Chamberlain to invite the merchant again to state his complaint 
against the Kazi, the merchant came and did so ; the witnesses 
were again called for, whom the Kazi again brought into court. 
The Kazi wished to take a seat, but the boy said : " Ho Master 
Kazi ! It is a long time since the leading strings of judicial 
power, and the power of tying and imtying the knotty points of 
law have been in your hands ; why do you seem to be so igno- 
rant of legal customs ? You have been brought into this court 
as a party in a law suit and not as an assessor ; it is the rule 
that you should stand below on an equality with your accuser, 
till the court breaks up, and then you should obey whatever its 
decision might be." The Kazi went and placed himself near 
the merchant ; then the merchant proffered his complaint, and 
the Kazi again affirmed that the woman had abandoned the 
house three months ago. The boy said : " Have you any wit- 
nesses P The Kazi beckoned to his followers and said : These 
are the witnesses." The boy called one of the witnesses and 
asked him in a subdued voice whether he had seen the woman ? 
He said : " Yes." Then he inquired further what signs there 
were on her person, stature, or face ? The man became embar- 
rassed and said : " She had a mole on her forehead, one of her 
teeth is wanting, she is of a fresh coiplexion, tall and slender." '^y\ 
8 ' ^ 
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The boy asked : " What time of day was it when she went 
away from the house of the Kazi P" He answered : " Morn- 
ing." The boy said : '^ Remain in this place." Then he called 
for another witness of whom he also asked the description, and 
got the following answer : ^' She is of low stature, lean, her 
cheeks are white and red, she has a mole near the lips, and she 
left the house in the afternoon." Having placed this individual 
in another comer, he called for a third witness whose evidence 
contradicted both the others ; and gradually he examined all 
of them, and found them disagreeing in everything. The Sul- 
tan was sitting by the side of the boy and had heard all ; when 
the hearing of the witnesses was completed, the boy said : " You 
God-forgetting wretches why do you give false evidence P Let 
the instruments of torture be brought forward, that we may 
find out the truth." As soon as they heard the name of torture 
mentioned, they all offered to say tha truth and acknowledged 
themselves to be a set of poor fellows whom the Kazi had bribed 
with a sum of money and had instructed what to say ; they also 
confessed that they knew nothing whatever about the woman. 
The boy called the Kazi, and asked him what he had to say in 
this business ; the Kazi commenced to tremble all over his body, 
and said : " The truth is as I have stated it" The boy said : 
" Our Kazi is a bold man, and his haughtiness hinders hun from 
acknowledging the truth, the instruments of pimishment ought 
to be made use of." When the Kazi heard this, the fear of 
torture greatly distressed him, and he confessed the truth ; upon 
this the boy kissed tha floor of good manners with the lips of 
obedience and said : '* The remainder of this affair is to be 
settled hy the Sultan." The Sultan was much pleased with the 
acuteness and intelligence of the boy, and ordered the Kazi to 
be beheaded and all his property to be given to the wife of that 
merchant. The boy was treated kindly aud educated, imtil by 
degrees he won the whole confidence of the Sultan and became 
one of his greater favourites. 

The conclusion which we draw from this story is : that if the 
Kazi had acted like those that walk on the straight forward 
road of honesty and law, and if he had not deviated from the 
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path of truth and become a prey to the teeth of his cupiscence for 
the beauty of that woman ; the ship of his life and property 
would not have been wrecked in the whirlpool of his sensuality, 
aoid his life would not have been swallowed by the whale of 
annihilation. He is a high-minded man the first principle of 
whose existence is truth, and who considers it as the key to the 
store-house of prosperity in both worlds. 



How stratagem will sometimes effect what main force cannot 
accomplish, will be seen from the following : — 



STORY XV. 



A man of the name of Shams with two other inhabitants of 
Nishapoor intended to go on a pilgrimage to Mecca, and started 
on it with a Caravan ; after they had progressed for several 
days, they reached the desert ; one evening after the sim had 
covered himself with the mantle of concealment, and the night 
had begun to display her musked ringlets ; these three men, 
who had never travelled before and were altogether unacquaint- 
ed with the customs of Caravans, felt tired and sleepless, they 
lost the reins of endurance from their hands and lagged behind, 
and thought that after a while they would again be able to 
join ; they consulted with each other and concluded to repose 
for a short time to recover their strength, and that they would 
overtake the Caravan afterwards. They went to sleep, but were 
80 intoxicated by the goblet of imconsciousness that they did 
not awake before the night had passed, and the sailor of destiny 
had again propelled the golden boat of the sun into the midst 
of the azure ocean of the firmament. When they awoke they 
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threw their arrows of vision in all directions, and sent the 
couriers of their glances to the right and left, but were unable 
to discover any trace of the Caravan ; they arose under great 
apprehensions, and hastened forward ; but although they did 
their utmost, they again retraced their steps to the same place, 
in spite of themselves, like a boat in an eddy. 'Hiey despaired 
of joining the Caravan and being in deadly fear, did not know 
with what plaster the dreadful wound which they had Inflicted 
upon themselves by their tjarelessness might be healed, and by 
means of what remedy they might come out from the well of 
their misfortune. They continued to roam through the ups 
and downs of the desert till the afternoon of next day, although 
they were hungry and thirsty ; at last they perceived on the 
horizon something moving, which put them into still greater 
fright ; this happened to be an Arab, one of the robbers of the 
desert who was sufficiently alert to jump from the lasso of swift- 
ness to the top of the firmament and to rob the sun and moon 
of their splendour, and by the twinkling of his eye to separate 
the meanings from words ; in valour and strength he account- 
ed Eustum* as an old woman compared with himself. It was 
some time, since he had stuck to the desert like the disease of 
the cancer, and had made it his employment to deprive of life 
and property whom he coidd. As soon as he had reached the 
three lost wanderers he tied them to his horse and dragged 
them forcibly after himself, till he arrived near a spring of water, 
there he drew forth his sword and killed two of the men ; hav- 
ing done this, he placed it on the ground and searched for gold 
or silver, when Shams, who was yet alive, saw him thus engaged, 
he suddenly burst his bonds, snatched up the sword, and 
pierced with it one side of the robber, «o that it came out on 
the other, and the owl of his accursed soul flew to ^tibe ruinous 
habitation of non-existence. When Shams had thrown the 
thorn of the existence of that ill-fated and miserable wretch, 
out of the way of the bare-footed tra.vellers of tibat road, he thank- 
ed God, took away from the corpse the money of his companions, 

Rustum is the name of a Warrior who had the strength of eighty ekphants, 
he is chiefly known from the Shahnamah. ^-^^-^^-^^^^ by GoOqIc 
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and mounted the horse of the robber ; but as he knew not in 
what direction to proceed, he considered, that, as the horse was 
in the habit of travelling much in these parts, it must needi» 
be able to find inhabited places, so he abandoned the reins 
to it, and the steed ran with the velocity of lightning till 
it attained an encampment, the black tents of which were 
scattered on the surface of liie desert like the moles on the 
cheeks of Leila. This was the place where the murdered rob- 
ber used to dwell, and from which he used to sally forth ; one 
week had elapsed since he had left the place, and all the inha- 
bitants were astonished at his late return, they all came out to 
meet him, but they soon discovered that it was another man, 
mounted on his horse ; they took the bridle of it, surrounded 
him, led him into the camp, and the little and the great com- 
menced to attack him. Shams knew that the robber must be 
an inhabitant of the camp, and that these were his relatives. 
The color of the flower of his life having been blown away 
from his cheek, by the autumnal blast of the tempest of this 
accident, he considered with himself, that he had escaped from 
the claws of the wolf of one misfortune, but that destiny had 
again stretched the bow-string of cm unfortunate coincidence, 
and that the breeze of fate had caused a strange flower to 
bloom, which required a strong arm, so that it would be almost 
impossible to be saved from this misfortune. He turned this 
over in his mind and considering that every thing depended 
from prudent management, he thought that to gain time was 
the first step, so he said to that crowd : " The rose-bush of 
my life is so withered from travelling on the road of accidents 
and exhausticm. that the breeze of no power could move it ; if 
you have any food, bring some of it to me, that I may streng- 
then myself and relate the story of that young man.*' Theif 
brought him victuals, which he eat, and having arranged tine 
arrow of stratagem in the bow of his mind, he spoke : " Know 
ye inhabitants of these tents, that I belong to the Caravan of 
the pilgrims, which had stopped at such and such a halting 
place, when all of a sudden the Rustum-like warrior made his 
appearance on the verge of the desert.'* If the fulguration of 



62 AMUSING STORIES. 

his thunderlike scimitar had swept over the firmament, it would 
have cut it in twain ; and if the whistling noise of his sword 
coming down with force in battle had reached the ear of the 
mountain Kaf* it would have taken refuge under the wings of 
Unka."!* He attacked the Caravan, killed some and wounded 
others, he was like an eagle falling on a flock of pigeons, or 
like a spark of fire in a ripe field which grows into a conflagra* 
tion and burns every thing. As the Caravan consisted of ten 
or twelve thousand men, some of them attacked him, but after 
having killed a number of them, he was made prisoner ; they 
intended to extinguished the lamp of his life with the tempest 
of enmity ; when the leader of the Caravan and some influen- 
tial men saw this, they thought it would be a pity to sever the 
tree of life of so valliant a youth with the saw of annihilation. 
They said : " We shall save your life if you pay the jH^ce of 
blood of those whom you have exterminated, and if you swear 
never in future to commit such a crime ;" and th^ absolved 
him for ten thousand dinars. He said: "I would give you even 
more than this sum, but I have not even a hundred dirhems 
with me; with reference to this I would mention that my 
friends and family live in a camp in this vicinity, and there 
I possess much money and property. If you would order 
anybody to mount my horse, to ride to the encampment, and 
to explain the circumstance, it is possible that he would obtaia 
a quantity of gold and silver, surpassing the stipulated sum.** 
Everybody in his turn was invited jto imdertake this task, but 
all refused, and when the heirs of the killed men saw that they 
were disappointed in their expectation of blood-ransom, they 
were ready to murder him. I was sorry that the granary of 
life of so brave a man shoidd be trodden out by the foot (rf 
destruction ; so I rose and said : " It is a good tree which bears 
only the fruits of expectation of good deeds ; I wiU undertake 
to carry the message but I know neither the road nor the peo- 
ple." He answered : " My horse knows the way and it will 

* The mountain Kaf is believed to Burround the whole earth, 
t The Unka is a fabulous bird which is similar to the Grifi&n and also to the 
Phanix, and Homfi. ,.g.^.^^^ ^^ GoOglc 
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carry you to the place, inform my friends to send ten thousand 
dinars and not to grudge them, for they are the ransom of my 
life, and such a case is the opportunity to show their love to 
me." When Shams had come thus far in his oration the 
friends of the robber looked at each other in astonishment and 
said: "What impossible things do you rekte to us? That 
yoimg man is tried «nd experienced in the arts of horse- 
manship and yalour, he does not engage in a conflict 
before he is convinced that he will come out of it again un- 
scathed, and it is extremely improbable that such an accident 
as you mentioned, should have happened to him ; however as 
this is his own charger there may be some truth in what you 
assert." Shams said : " What I narrated to you is in confor- 
mity with common sense ; do you think that I who am weak, 
and can in no wise cope with his strength and valour, would 
have been able to deprive him of his horse P This is not the 
time for squabbling, you ought to make haste to show him your 
friendship in delivering him from the vengeance of the heirs 
of the murdered men ; I have obtained two days respite, and 
if I do not return within that time, he will certainly be killed, 
and then your repentance will come to late. I apprehend you 
will fare hke those policemen who lost the coveted booty from 
their grasp, and that you will gain nothing by scratching the 
breast of repentance and sorrow." The inhabitants of the 
camp asked : " How was this P" Shams said : 



— s«aK«?»8^ 



STORY XVI 



''^ On a certain night a thief, who was able to steal the five 
senses from the body, and himself possessed the senses of all 
bodies, betook himself to the house of a rich man, and col- 
lected many valuables. When he wished to go away again. 
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and had reached the door of the house, he met a number of 
watchmen and poKce ; he considered with himself with the 
snare of what stratagem he was to entangle the feet of the 
approach of the guards ; he perceived a broom and commenced 
to sweep ; the watchmen arrived and asked what occasion there 
was to sweep the house at mid-night P The thief said : " The 
master of the house has died last evening, and the passage 19 
dirty, and as there will be plenty of other work to do in the 
morning, I make now use of the opportunity." The watch- 
men said : " How is it that we do not hear the voice of lamenta- 
tion ?" The robber answered : " To-morrow morning you 
will hear the sounds of distress.'* The watchmen went their 
way, and the thief took the articles which he had stolen. When 
it became morning the landlord began to lament in consequence 
of this robbery, when the police heard it, they knew that the 
man was a thief and had swept the house by way of stratagem ; 
they searched everywhere, but reaped only the fruits of repent- 
ance. I have adduced this simile, to show, that when the 
leading-string of an affair falls into our hands we must not 
esteem it lightly, and that it is of no use whatever to gnaw the 
finger of indecision ; the duties of friendship which you bear to 
that man, require that you should now despatch several indi- 
viduals with gifts, and send them to accompany me. They 
agreed to this proposal and selected ten men, each of whom 
carried one thousand dinars and other presents. Those indi- 
viduals well knew the Caravan track and followed it from stage 
to stage until at last they overtook it in a halting place. Shams 
said : "Remain for a while till I go forward and explain my 
errand." He advanced and informed the Leader of the Caravan 
of his adventure and of the death of his two companions ; of 
the friends of the robber, and also of the ruse by which he had 
saved himself from them. The Leader of the Caravan praised 
him and greatly approved of his oimning. The companions of 
the robber were called and their presents accepted, then the 
Leader of the Caravan explained to them the true state of affairs, 
they expected to be punished, and he ordered them to be 
executed on the spot ; but as many people interceded and said. 
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that as the guilty man had fallen into the well of his own crime, 
and they were not as blameable as himself, they had not forfeit- 
ed their lives ; accordingly they were warned not to infest the 
road or to attack travellers, they also pledged themselves to 
abstain in future ; so they were dismissed. 



A person who presimies too much upon his own shrewdness 
often knocks the helmet of self-importance on his head, as will 
appear from the following : — 



STORY XVII. 



A deaf man had a friend the garden of whose health became 
withered by the autunmal breeze of sickness, and by it he was 
laid prostrate on the bed of infirmity. The deaf man went on 
a visit of condolence to him ; on the road he said to himself : 
" When I meet the sick man I shall ask him how he is P'' He 
will certainly reply : " I feel a little better," then I shall say : 
" God be praised ! " After that I will inquire who his physi- 
cian is ? Then he will give me the name of the doctor. Then 
I shall say : " He is very skillful and will soon deliver you 
from your disease. After that I shall ask what his medicine 
and his food is P He (will mention them both, then I shall 
continue : " Both of them are very appropriate for your dis- 
temper;" after that I shall recite the Fateha* and depart 
again. He exercised himself in these questions and answers 
till he reached the sick man's house. The latter happened to 

* This is the Ist Chapter of the Qor^, or chapter of praise which it is usual to 
recite on such occasions ; and also when important business is commenced or 

canXemjAaUd. Digitized by GoOqIc 

9 



6^ 



AMUSING ST0RIB8. 



labour at that moment under great nausea and depression of 
spirits. The visitor said : " My dear Sir how do you feel P'* 
The sick man replied in a tone of dissatisfaction : ''Do not 
ask me, I am nearly ready to give up the ghost." The deaf 
man smiled and said : " God be praised ! My prayer has b^n 
heard." After that he said : '* Who is your physician dear 
Sir P" The sick man said : " The angel of death. The deaf 
man seemed to be a little puzzled but answered : " This is 
very well ; I also had him in view because he is so skilful, and 
cures every patient he treats." Then he asked what his food 
and medicine were P The sick man replied : '' Pain and dis- 
tress." The visitor continued : " May they redound to your 
welfare, both of them are very appropriate for your disease." 
After that he began the Fateha ; the sick man said : " May 
God forgive you." Then the visitor took his leave. 



Sometimes it happens, that in the solution of a difficulty a 
plan is matured by an ignorant person, which had escaped the 
intelligence of wise men ; and for this reason the polishers of 
the speculum of morals and counsels have compared the over- 
coming of obstacles and devising of means, with a ring that had 
been lost in the desert ; to find it many people go and seek, 
and sometimes a heedless little boy discovers it. In this way 
the nails of advice of a lunatic have untied the knots of grief 
from the heart of Zain ul Arab. 

STORY XVIII. 



There was in Damascus a man of the name of Zain ul Arab 
with .the honey of whose life the poison of hardships was always 
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mixed ; day and night he hastened like the breeze from North 
to South in the world of exertion, and he was burning brightly 
like straw, from his endeavours, in the oven of acquisition, in 
order to gain a loaf of bread and to feed his family. In course 
of time however he succeeded in accumulating a considerable 
sum of money, but as he had tasted the bitterness and poison of 
destitution, and had for a very long time carried the heavy load 
of poverty upon his back ; and fearing to lose his property by 
the chameleon like changes of fortune, he took up his money 
on a certain night, carried it out of the city and buried it under 
a tree. After some time had passed he began sorely to miss 
the presence of his treasure, and betook himself to the tree 
to refresh his eyes with the sight of it. But when he dug up the 
foot of the tree, he discovered that his soul-exhilarating deposit 
was refreshing the palate of some one else. The morning of 
his prosperity was suddenly changed into the evening of bitter- 
ness and disappointment. He was embarrassed to what friend 
to confide his secret, and to what remedy to fly, for the reco- 
very of his treasure. The lancet of grief had pierced the liver 
of his peace ; and the himtsman of distress had tied up the 
wings and feet of the bird of his serenity. One day he went 
on some business to a learned and wise man of the city with 
whom he was on a footing of intimacy, this man said to him : 
" It is some time since I perceive the glade of your circum- 
stances to have been destroyed by the burning coals of restless- 
ness, and a sad change to have taken place in your health, 
I do not see the reason, nor do I know the thorn of what 
misfortune has pierced the foot of your heart, of the dawn 
of what hardship has risen from the East of your mind." Zain 
111 Arab wept tears of sadness and said : ** Oh thou standard 
coin from the mint of love, the treachery of fortune has brought 
a strange accident upon ine, and the bow of destiny has let fly an 
unpropitious arrow upon my feeble target. I have a heavy heart 
and great sorrow, were I to reveal it to you perhaps it would be of 
no use, and woidd plunge you into grief also." The learned man 
said: ''Since the hearts of intimate friends are like looking-glasses 
and are receiving the figures of mutual secrets^^itgg^all times 
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necei^sary that they should communicate to each other any 
difficulties, which they might fall into, that they may solve 
them by taking in common those steps which prudence and 
foresight forestall for their removal/' Zain ul Arab said: 
** Dear friend ! I had some gold, and fearing that it might be 
stolen, I carried it to such and such a place and buried it under 
a tree, and when I again visited the place I perceived the gar- 
ment of my beloved Joseph to be sprinkled with the blood of 
ths wolf of deception." The learned man said : " This is a 
grave accident, and it will be difficult to get at the track of 
your gold ; perhaps some one has seen you when you buried it ; 
he who has taken it will have to give an account of it in the 
next world, for God is omniscient. Give me ten days delay 
that I may study the book of expedients and stratagems, per- 
haps something will occur to me." That knowing man sat 
down for ten days in the school of meditation, and how much so 
ever he turned over the leaves of the volume of his mind from 
the preface to the epilogue, he coidd hit upon no plan. On the 
tenth day they again met in the street, and he said to Zain ul 
Arab : " Although the diver of my mind had plunged deeply 
and searched diligently in this deep sea, he was unable to take 
hold of the precious pearl of a wise plan of operation ; may 
God recompense you from the stores of his hidden treasury." 
They were conversing in this way, when a lunatic met them 
and said : " Well my boys what secret mongering have you 
got together ?" The learned man said to Zain ul Arab : " Come 
let us relate our case to this crazy fellow, to see the flower of 
what plan will blocmi from his mind." Zain ul Arab said : 
" Dear friend ! You with all your knowledge could not devise 
anything during ten days, what information could we gain 
from a poor lunatic who does not know whether it is day now 
or night ?" The learned man answered : " There is no teUing 
what he might say to us, you know however that the most 
foolish as well as the most wise have ideas, and a sentence 
uttered perhaps at random, often furnishes a clue by which the 
desired object may be attained." Meanwhile also a little boy 
arrived, and perceiving the lunatic, stopped to see his tricks* 
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The two friends explained their case to the lunatic. The crazy 
man seemed to be immersed in thought for a time, then he 
said : " He who took the root of that tree for a medicine, also 
took the gold ;" saying this he turned his back upon them and 
went his way. They considted with each other what indication 
this remark might furnish ; when the little boy who had also 
over-heard the conversation, asked what kind of a tree it is ? 
Zain id Arab replied that it is a Jujube tree. The boy said : 
" This is easy ; you ought to inquire from all the doctors of 
this town for whom a medicine has been prescribed of the roots 
of this tree P" They greatly approved of the boy's acuteness 
and also of the lunatic's lucky thought. The learned man was 
very well acquainted with all the physicians of the city and 
made his inquiries, till he met one of them who informed him 
that about twenty days ago he had prescribed for a merchant 
of the name of Khojah Semender, who suffered from asthma, 
and that one of the remedies was the root of that Jujube tree ; 
the learned man quickly discovered the merchant's house, 
found him enjoying perfect health, and said to him : '•' Ah 
Eiojah all the goods of this world ought to be given up to 
purchase health ; by the blessing of God you have recovered 
your health, and you ought to give up what you found near 
the foot of that tree, because the proprietor of it is a worthy 
person and possesses nothing besides that." The honest mer- 
chant answered : " It is true, I have found it, and it is with 
me, if you will describe it I shall deliver it into your hands ;" 
this circumstance was ascertained from Zain ul Arab who named 
the exact sum, and so obtained his lost money. 



Who does not keep his promise, will fare like Hamed of 
fiosrah : — 
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STORY XIX, 



Sultan Mahmood the Gaznavide was in the habit of going- 
during the night through the streets in disguise, and if he dis- 
covered that the shafts of tyranny had wounded any poor man, 
he was always ready to apply the healing balm of his authority. 
One night he was wandering about according to his custom, and 
happened to pass near a ruined building in which two unhappy 
men, the feet of whose well-being had seen fettered by the 
chains of misery in consequence of the unfriendly reverses of 
their destiny, had taken up their dwelling place like two owls,, 
and related to each other their misfort'ones and prayed to God 
for their deliverance. One of these two men whose name was 
Hamed, drew a deep sigh and said : " Brother in distress ! 
The favour of God is not withdrawn from any one of 
his creatures, and ach misfortune which disturbs their peace,. 
befaHs them only in consequence of their own obstinate and 
envious disposition ; my own history is a corroboration of this^ 
and by breaking the promise which I had made to an unfortu- 
nate individual, I have brought upon ray head the fire of dis- 
tress, and lost my prosperity and peace of mind.'* His compa- 
nion said : " Eelate to me your story that I may profit by it." 
Hamed said : " I was one of the richest merchants of Bosrah,. 
I had the leading strings to boundless wealth and property in my 
hands. I conceived the idea of travelling to Hindustan and 
started with considerable property. I was obliged to embark 
on board a ship to continue my voyage, and one day a great 
Btorm arose, which nearly upset* the boat of my life ; then I 
turned to God who is the guide of every one to the road of 
final salvation ; and as there was a person in the ship, who had 
been suffering from, and was broken down, by the reverses of 
fortune, with whom I had made friends ; I made a vow in my 
mind that if I should be so happy as to save my ne^k and pro- 
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perty from the lasso of this great distress, I shall give one tenth 
of my property to that unhappy young man, to enable him 
again to start in life. By the grace of God it so happened that 
I was saved with all my goods, tmd not a hair of my head was 
lost; we placed our feet safe and sound from the blackness of 
that sea, upon the white sands of the shore. After I had land- 
ed I calcidated to what one tenth of all my merchandize would 
amount to, and finding it to be a high sum, my covetousness 
whispered to me that in journeys of this kind people encounter 
many dangers, and if I made such a promise at each of them, 
very likely the riches of the whole world would ^be insufficient 
to make it good, and at the end of my journey not a farthing 
would remain in my pocket. I have numberless poor relatives and 
friends, if I can spare money, why should I not give it to them. 
I must extinguish the lamp of this promise with the wind of 
forgetfulness, as I have told it to nobody, nobody can blame me for 
breaking it. After some time we arrived in Kashmir, and 
as that melancholy young man had experienced no favour 
nor help from my hard-heartedness, he separated himself from 
me, and roamed about the town. I established myself in an 
tigreeable place, the climate and pleasantness of the country 
delighted me so much that I concluded to remain and to trade ; 
I was successftd in all my transactions, and turned away my 
face from the poor fellow who was sufiering all sorts of nusfor- 
tunes, and I wholly obliterated in my mind the vow I had made ; 
until one night, when I was sitting in my room a mendicant 
stopped near my door and said : '* Master of this house ! You 
are reposing in the cradle of prosperity and you know nothing 
of those who are sitting in the prison of poverty. If you desire to 
obtain the reward of God, youm.ust not allow the spirit of your 
carelessness to overcome you ; and you must deal honestly to 
make profit in the "bazaar of God, that all your undertakings 
may be successful and safe from reverses within the bulwarks 
of his protection." When I went outside I was unable to dis- 
cover the speaker ; the foUowing night I again heard the same 
voice, and also the third lught, but I could not see the person 
who was thus admonishing me. The third day when I went 
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to the bazaar I saw the poor youth who had been my travelling 
companion, erring about in the bazaar in a state of great destitu- 
tion. He saluted me respectfully and began to detail his dis- 
tressed condition, but I cast a threatening glance at him and 
employed myself with other people. When he, who had be- 
come melted by the fire of poverty, perceived that the padlock of 
his hopes would never be opened by the key of my hardheart- 
ness, he looked upon me woefully and said : 

VERSES. 

. Friend ! If you are so unjust towards me, 
God will open the door of his grace to me. 

Saying this he disappeared from my view. Some time after 
this I was one day sitting in the shop of contentment, sur- 
rounded by comforts; my eyes met nothing but precious 
gems, pearls, gold and nice things. I was highly pleased 
and elated that I possessed all these riches, and was just plung- 
ing into the contemplation of my happiness, when an old man 
habited like a durvaish and a saint, made his appearance, and 
sat down on the threshold of my shop ; in one hand he had a 
rosary and in the other a staff, in his turban was stuck a toothpick 
and under his arm he carried a book ; he had a clock on his 
back, he was murmuring something between his teeth and 
breathed it out in all directions. I said to myself: this is 
certainly one of the people of God, and congratulated myself on 
his approach, saying : '' Blessed old man ! Your coming to 
me portends joy and is a good omen." 

VERSES. 

Thou art welcome, for, the assembly of my eye has become illuminated. 
By the blessing of the world-exhilarating sun of thy arrival. 

He said : " I require an interview of intimacy with you, and 
it is necessary that we should be alone ;" I took him inside, 
and when his eye alighted on the splendour of my goods he 
exclaimed : Digitized by Google 
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VERSES. 



Man has no greater enemy than wealth, 

It is on account of its kemal that the almond is broken at last. 

Then he said : " Beloved friend ! Know that I stand in con- 
nexion with the Genii and if any misfortunes are to happen they 
give me notice ; I in my turn again apprize the people of God 
to forestall them by their circumspection. I have been inform- 
ed that the Chief of the police of this town has gnashed his teeth 
of covetousness to confiscate your riches and property and is 
firmly bent to carry out his purpose ; therefore it is against your 
personal security that you should any longer remain in this 
city ; if you had quitted it yesterday it would have been better 
flian to-day ; be on your guard !*' When I heard this dreadful 
piece of news my whole nature became changed from fear, and 
I said : " Virtuous old man ! in which direction is it proper 
for me to move P" He took from his pocket a dice resembling 
those of the devil's jugglery, threw it into the water, and drank 
from it ; he sneezed several times, inclined his head to his 
knees, raised it again, and traces of laughter appeared on his 
face. I said : " Venerable old man which way shall I go ? I 
believe I discover in your physiognomy the signs of astonish- 
ihent.'* He replied : " Dear friend ! Whenever I drink the 
water of this little cube I am transported from the corporeal 
world into the spiritual, and ascertain various difficulties from 
the G-enii. The fairy Sanjik was quarrelling with £assur the 
genius, and gladness redounded to me from their words. Dear 
friend your destiny is open in the direction of the town of 
Balgar ; fate and destiny have taken upon their backs the 
stores of your intention, but, as Saturn is in opposition with 
the star of your horoscope and the great archer Sagittarius 
influences the sign of your ascendancy, it is probable that you 
will encounter some mishaps ; the Sun however which is the 
Lord of all, has thrown the ray of felicity into the mansion of 
your life, and protects the lamp of your existence from the con- 
trary wind of all accidents, your soul is not in danger, and your 
10 
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end is in conjunction with prosperity and welfare ; nevertheless 
you ought by no means to defer your departure, for your events 
are noted down on earth and in heaven." He intimidated me 
so much by all sorts of ominous warnings that the Caravan of 
my life was almost ready to depart from the surface of existence 
to the region of annihilation. At noon I wished to eat some- 
thing, but he prohibited me from it saying: "There is no 
necessity for eating ; people who are excluded as yet from the 
delights of paradise, are incapacitated from enjoying them here- 
after, unless they renounce the fat and sweet morsels of the 
table of covetousness ; and the treasures of the stores of felicity 
will not consent to admit them into the Kaba of spiritual revela- 
tions and eternal exaltations." He placed his hand xmder his 
arm-pit and drew forth several skins of serpents in the form of 
long purses, and placed them empty upon the ground. Then 
he placed his hand into one of them and took out from it vari- 
ous savoury dishes, at which I was greatly astonished, having 
never seen the like, on the tables of kings. He began to eat 
and invited me also to pai'take of the repast, which I did, and 
never before have I tasted so delicious food. When we had 
finished our meal he replaced every thing that remained, into 
the skin, and it appeared to be as empty as before. I besought 
him for God's sake to tell me how these bags that look like the 
skins of serpents, could produce such excellent things. He said : 
" Hush ! These are secrets which not every one is able to 
comprehend, and I am neither commanded nor permitted to 
reveal to the uninitiated, that, which makes its appearance 
from the invisible world. These purses are endowed with 
marvelous properties ; you may draw from them whatever you 
like, and yon may put into them whatever you choose, and they 
will appear just as empty as before." He put his hands into 
one of them and brought out a string of pearls, each grain of 
which could not be redeemed with the tribute of a realm. He 
put his hands into another and called from it a woman, the 
scintillation of whose beauty dazzled the eyes of the sun him- 
self. He again put his hand into another, and brought forth 
from it the finest dresses and wearing apparel^Q^^hich the 
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most extravagant imagination would be astonished. Then he 
made every thing to vanish again into the purses. When I 
flaw all these miracles I was near to worship that man ; I beg- 
ged of him to let me have one of these bags as a remembrance 
of our friendship, the more so as I was about to start on a jour- 
ney according to his direction. He placed one of them before 
me and I almost jumped up for joy, and considered this as the 
greatest possible gift which I could ever have obtained, and I 
rehearsed in imagination the incalculable benefits and immea- 
surable profits I would derive from its possession. He said : 
" Make the arrangements for your journey as long as it is yet 
in your power." He arose, took leave from me, and when he 
was about to go out, he asked me whether I knew anything 
about the circumstances of my former travelling companion. 
I replied : " What travelling companion ?" He said : " The 
young man who was on board the ship with you during a 
tempest and to whom you promised, to give one-tenth of all 
your property.'* I answered : " It is some time since I have 
not seen him." He shook his head and said : 

VERSE. 

Since when is this the custom of the honest ! 

Having said this, he went away. As I had not confided this 
secret to anybody, I was greatly troubled by his knowing it. 
Nevertheless as my whole being was now concentrated in the 
possession of the bag, I took no notice, but said to myself : " I 
have seen how much could be taken out of this purse, now I 
must try how much will enter its gizzard." I threw cash and 
goods into the bag still it remained empty, so I said to myself : 
*^ If it should be able to contain my whole property I do not 
see why I shoidd not confide it to its keeping, instead of separat- 
ing myself from my possessions, seeing that during my absence 
an accident might deprive me of every thing ; whereas in this 
way I might carry away every thing in my pocket." So I 
continued to throw my property into the bag till it had swal- 
lowed up every thing and still seemed einP[&^g^ ^ad occasion 
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for something in the evening so I meant to call it forth fron^ 
the purse and went towards it, but it began to move, became 
a great serpent, opened its throat and pursued me, I ran oul^ 
still it ran aff;er me, and there being an empty box outside, I 
took refuge in it in my trouble, and lost all consciousness. 
When I recovered my senses, I found myself lying on the sand 
near the sea, and two men near my head were exclaiming : 
" Wonder what enmity could have been the cause of this aflEair !" 
When I opened my eyes in consequence of their talk, they 
greeted me, and helped me to seat myself ; I wiped my eyes, 
was astonished at my condition and said : " God be praised I 
see strange things, do I labour under a delusion or is this 
reality ? Who are you, what place is this, how did I arrive 
here, and why am I in this condition ?" They laughed and 
said : " These are the environs of the town of Balg^r, this is 
the sea of Kalzam, and we are two fishermen, and are all day 
long engaged in fishing near the shore, this we did to-day 
also, and perceived something in the distance, it proved on a 
nearer approach to be a box, which we drew on shore, and found 
it to be protected by a coat of pitch ; we broke the lock with 
great difficulty, opened it, and found that you were lying in 
it asleep like a dead man, we suspected you to have been killed by 
some enemy, but endeavoured to resuscitate you and succeeded 
to our satisfaction ; you best know yourself what has happened 
to you before." I asked : " What is the distance from this 
place to Kashmir p" They said : " If the wind be favourable 
and no drawbacks occur, the voyage may be accomplished in 
four months ; but by land the distance may be traversed in one 
year and a half." I wondered and said : " Last nig^t I was 
in Kashmir and now it is not yet afternoon and I fi^id myself 
here ;" then I related my adventures to them ; they said : 
" There are many sorcerers in the country of Hindustan and 
such events are not unusual, it is true that money and property 
are great advantages, still you ought to be thankful for having 
come off scott-free with your life." I lived for some time with 
those fishermen but from the disappointment of my hopes and 
the loss of all I possessed, I resembled a fish out ofwaterTstruir- 
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gling to death la the filth of nusery ; I was melting like 
frankincense in the censer of restlessness. The fire of melan^ 
choly kindled by that accident had overpowered my soul, and 
the desire of recovering my property, strongly incited me to 
bend my steps again towards Eashmir. I entered the service 
of a merchant who was going to Hindustan with some others, 
and I paced Kashmir again after many trials ; as the majority 
of the inhabitants of that place were acquainted with me, I was 
ashamed to make myself known to them ; and being aware that 
all my misfortunes happened in consequence of my greediness 
and for breaking my vow, I took up my abode in the comer of 
a mosque ; I prayed there for forty days, day and night and 
repented of my sins. One night, when grief had overpowered 
my soul I said this 

PRAYER. 

God I am thy sinfial worshipper, 

1 am totally immersed in the sea of guilt. 
I have broken the promise I have made, 

I have nm the race of self-willedness and passion. 

Although my sins are without number. 

Thy grace is nevertheless my hope. [morning, 

Thou commandest the dawn of hope to be changed into bright 

Thou art the key to the treasury of gifts. 

He places the key to your door ; who humbly turns to it, 

Will never be repelled disappointed. 

Do not drive me hopeless from your door, 

For nobody is prohibited from this threshold. 

Lord ! I confess the inhumanity which i manifested towards 
that young man, and acknowledge my guilt, and I am aware 
pf deserving a thousand-fold the punishment which fell upon 
me. I now make to thee the most solemn promise, that if the 
arcmia of thy favour's rose-garden again perfumes the nostrils 
of my hope, and the Joseph of the family of prosperity again 
returns to Canaan of my destiny ; I shall never drink one drop 
of the goblet of life in opposition to thy pleasure ; for, although 
I have transgressed, I sincerely repent, I hope not to be excluded 
from the treasure-house of thy unbounded mercy and formvc- 
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ness." That night I had taken such a hold of the ring of the 
door of supplication, that I remained sleepless ; and in a vision 
I perceived the same old man who visited me on that day, but 
now he appeared to me lovely and venerable ; so I began to 
reproach him for putting on the aspect of sanctity on the former 
occasion to induce me to follow his advice, and to lose all my 
property ! He smiled and said : " Young man ! You have 
evidently forgotten your own demeanour; have you never 
heard that, 

VERSES. 

The world is a house of retribution, 

Endowed with the properties of a mirror, 

No matter how you dress, you always see your reflexion in it. 

The arrow of this misfortune which has struck the breast of 
your repose, was projected at yourself from the bow of your 
broken promise to that unhappy youth. 

VERSES. 

The price for each act is at hand, 

To the good, good is meted out, to the evil, evil. 

He will rejoice in both worlds, 

The tree of whose heart bears good fruit. 

Hamed ! know, that I have been the tempest of that sea, by 
which your life was imperilled. But as you made a vow to give 
a part of your goods to that youth, and because the flames of 
accidents are extinguished by the limpid waters of good actioa ; 
I let go the hold which I had upon your life and property, 
nevertheless I was always ready at your heels to see whether you 
would carry out your promise, and then again to return to my 
proper place. The yoke of the love of this world and your evil 
inclination pressed hard upon your neck; still I poured the 
water of indication upon your face of carelessness by means 
of that mendicant, hoping that you would awake from your 
sleep of insensibility and rescue him that sufferedm^tl^T nrison 



AMUSING STORIES. 79 

of grief ; this made no impression upon your levity, till at last 
the Joseph of your peace has heen made a captive in the prison 
of this misfortime, and the device has heen painted upon the 
page of your possessions. I delivered the tenth, due to that 
youth when he went to Gaznin, and the remainder I have huri- 
ed in one of your apartments at Bosrah and entrusted it to the 
guardianship of one of the Genii who watches over it in the 
form of a feehle ant, so that no living creature may attempt to 
possess itself of your property. As you have now repented of 
your misdemeanors, and your name has heen blotted out from 
the volume of guilt, you are to go to that youth, who is in the 
service of Sultan Mahamood the Gaznavide and is one of his chief 
courtiers, and you must beseech him to forgive you, then you 
may return to Bosrah/' When I received in a vision these 
good tidings from that old man, I was greatly rejoiced, became 
perfectly convinced of my futm*e prosperity, started from 
Kashmir to Gaznin, arrived here in the state of destitution 
in which you now see me, and I am much embarrassed how to 
present myself in this state to that youth, so that he may not 
be ashamed of me ; and this is my story dear friend. That 
other man, who was the companion of Hamed, drew a deep 
sigh from the censer of his grieved heart, and having sent it 
to the zenith of anxiety said : " Dear brother you may con- 
gratulate yourself that the delirium of your reverses is over and 
that you may now safely expect a change for the better. I am 
a wretch, who does not know how his affairs will terminate at 
last. I am a native of Cabul and by my trade in pearls and 
connexion with the part of Bahrain I accummulated great riches. 
It happened last year, that on a winter-evening a traveller 
arrived at my house and said : * Prosperous man ! I am a poor 
fellow and come from a distant country ; as I suffer from cold, 
and the night has overtaken me, I am unable to go any farther ; 
your presence invites me to repose myself here to-night, and to 
continue my journey to-morrow as soon as the royal cavalier of 
the greater light has spread out his luminous standard ; so I 
would humbly beseech you to allow me to pass the night under 
your roof.' I replied : * My house is not a caravenserai, I am 
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not aquainted with you, I have many enemies, your ai^ival 
may blow the dust of perils upon the gannent of my welfare ; 
go your way, I am suspicious of strangers/ The traveller said : 
" If you do not know me, perhaps you know God ! Has not He 
said P Turn not away him who asks ?* I pray you for CK)d's 
sake not to turn me away, and not to sell your reward for a good 
deed to another person. " I continued : " I have been able to 
do without many blessings, and this is one of them/' The poor 
man went away and stopped for the night at my neighbour^ 
who although a destitute old man was greatly given to hospita- 
lity ; he accounted the approach of this stranger as a happiness 
and kept him in his house for some time, till he departed at 
last. The highwayman of covetousness having again plunder- 
ed the Caravan of my tranquillity, impelled me to undertake 
an expedition to Bahrain, where I had often before gained 
considerable profits. I took all the money I possessed with me, 
borrowed some also from other merchants, and departed. Since 
prosperity and reverses are perpetually struggling with each 
other in this world, and whatever the former ties the latter unties, 
and each fire kindled by adversity is quenched by the showers 
of prosperity, and because each individual must travel on the 
autumnal and vernal road of changes, dominated by these two 
contending influences, through the garden of his circumstances ; 
it happened that in this my undertaking adversity conquered, 
and prosperity took leave of me for good and for ever. In 
short : when I commenced business in Behrain I gradually dis- 
bursed all my cash to divers, I opened each shell which they 
brought up and found it empty ; like the words of liars void of 
the pearls of truth. Thus I spent, and lost all the money I 
had accumulated for years, and gained nothing but regret. I 
was obliged to desist, and to surmount thousand difficulties till 
I was enabled to reach my country. On one side the hardships 
of poverty and the cares of supporting my family, and on the 
other, the obstinacy of my creditors, had barred the door of 
success against me ; and I was sitting down in despair in my 
house, when I perceived a Caravan of nearly ten strings of 

f This is a verse 93rd Sura of the Qorfc/^ by CjOOglc 
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camels, loaded with valuable linen, passing that way ; th^e 
was no Caravanserai in that direction, so I said to myself: 
' Certainly they must have mistaken the road.' Meanwhile the 
Caravan stopped at the house of my neighbour, and they began 
to unload ; I again said : * They must have mistaken his house 
for a Caravanserai ;' but I was quickly told that the Caravan 
of God's blessing is staying at that house, because the owner of 
it had cherished hospitality, and harboured a guest who proved 
afterwards to have been a prince, flying from the wrath of his 
father, and having now succeeded to his throne the star of his 
good fortune had risen from the East of prosperity, and he had 
sent all this merchandize to his old host. The event of that 
night, the arrival of the prince, and the inhospitable morous- 
ness with which I repelled him, occurred to my mind at once, 
and I knew that if my imkindness had not cancelled the bene- 
fits that were in store for me, and if I had received him in a 
friendly way, he would have sent all these goods to me ; at this 
time when my misery and distress began to culminate and my 
palate was watering for similar windfalls ; the salt of this event 
only irritated and renewed the wound of my grief. I fled from 
that town like a madman, and it is some time since I err about 
like the whirl- wind, and bum my own liver with the fire of 
melancholy. The hand of my endeavours is unable to take 
hold of the skirts of good luck, and I am ignorant by what 
means the lamp of my welfare may be lighted." Hamed said ; 
" Brother ! Be of good cheer, when I again obtain my property 
I shall provide for you." 

Sultan Mahmood had heard this whole conversation from be- 
hind a wall of the ruined building. When the beauty of morn- 
ing began to show herself from beneath the veil of night, and 
the sun made his appearance on the throne of the East, Sultan 
Mahmood called the youth, to whom Hamed had formerly made 
the vow of delivering one-tenth of his property, and who hap- 
pened to be at this time one of the Sultan's courtiers, and said 
to him : "I have good news for you ;" and related to him 
his adventure of the past night. The youth said: "It is 
quite true, when I was going to Kashmir I was very poor, and 
11 
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happened to be in the same ship with that merchant, when a 
great storm overtook us, and I was informed in a vision that he 
had made a vow to present me with one-tenth of his property ; 
with this hope I arrived in Eashmir, but as I was disaj^inted 
in my expectation, I again went away ; and as the fame of Your 
Majesty's name had reached me I turned towards this country. 
Before the ennobling sun of Your Majesty's regard had influenced 
my circumstances I went to a mosque and prayed to God, hop- 
ing that He would not disappoint my expectations like Hamed, 
I saw an old durvaish who showed himself to me as if it were 
in a dream, saying : " Fear not ! You will rise to a high 
station." When I awoke I found near my head a purse made 
of the skin of a snalce, upon it I read these words : " This is 
one-tenth of Hamed's property, which he made a vow to give 
away, take it and spend it, for other gifts are ready for you." 
The purse looked as if it were empty, but when I turned its 
aperture downwards nearly five thousand dirhems were poured 
out. I spent some of this money, and afterwards presented 
myself with the petition of my father to Your Majesty and be- 
came one of the dependants on Your Majesty's merciful regard ; 
by it I rose to my present well-being, and although I have 
since spent considerable sums, the purse remains still in the 
same state." Sultan Mahmood said : " Since Hamed has suf- 
fered various reverses and is a man of feeling, do not mention 
any of your adventures to him, lest he become still more 
ashamed, but receive him with friendship and send him res- 
pectably to Bosrah." The young man hastened to his home, 
sent for the two companions in misfortune, who were in the 
ruined building, and ordered his people to take Hamed and his 
friend to the bath and to bring them into his presence after 
having clothed then in fine dresses. Hamed was sitting in the 
ruin with his companion, hungry and thirsty ; thinking 
which way they should turn to get something to eat, 
and what they were to do ; in the mean time the servants 
of that young man arrived, carried the two men to the 
bath, dressed and brought them into his presence. He wel- 
comed Hamed, they related their adventures, and excused them- 



AMUSING STORIES. 83 

selves to each other. Next day he took Hamed and his friend 
to the audience of Sultan Mahmood who also received them 
very kindly ; they remained a few days longer in the town, 
during which the young man took it upon himself to entertain 
them most hospitahly. When Hamed manifested his intention 
to depart to Bosrah, Sultan Mahmood and that young man, pre- 
sented him and his companion with one hundred thousand 
dinars and much property, also with several Circassian 
and Gbeek slaves, and sent both to Bosrah with an escort of 
nearly five himdred men. When Hamed had arrived at Bosrah 
he went to the locality designated to him by the old man in the 
vision, and saw that there was an ant in the place ; the ant 
noticed Hamed, made bows to him and bade him welcome ; 
Hamed dug up the ground and discovered several locked chests, 
he opened them and found his whole property. After this 
Hamed inscribed upon the frontispiece of his heart and tongue 
the caligraphy of gratitude to the Most High ; he also pre- 
sented his friend of Cabul with considerable sums of money and 
sent him to his country. He disbursed the greater part of his 
money in alms and became anxious to be numbered with the 
righteous. 



We ought to be kind to those who are in error, and also to 
the weak-minded and simple ; like Nushirvdn, whom the cham- 
berlain of his himiane disposition woidd not permit to turn away 
a certain Arab empty handed from the store-house of his con- 
descension, as it will appear from the follo\^ing : — 



STORY XX. 



During the reign of Nushirv&n, the handmaid of whose en- 
lightened mind was waiting upon the bride of justice and good 
deeds, there happened to be such a dearth in one of the Arab 
tribes dwelling in the desert, that life became insupportable on 
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on account of the scarcity of food^ and the lamentations of the 
poor people reached the ears of the inhabitants of the highest 
firmament. One of these Arabs took it upon himself to proceed 
to the presence of the Emperor Nushirv^ the just, and the 
cherisher of the poor, by the nail of whose compassion and 
humanity he expected the knot of this unhappy business to be 
solved. When the Arab started on his journey, he travelled for 
several days, till at last he came to the end of the desert in 
which he dwelt, and entered an oasis of pleasant aspect in 
which were trees and plants. 

VERSES. 

Fresh herbs on the banks of rivulets, 
The morning breeze perfumed by ambergris. 
The hyacinths within their ringlets. 
Imprisoning the locks of the violets. 

As that Arab had roamed about like the whirl- wind during 
his whole life in the scorching sun of the desert, and had never 
seen any flowers or grass except moving sands, nor any trees 
except stimted thorn-bushes, and had never tasted but brackish 
and bitter water ; he was delighted to see the tall Jirees and the 
various fragrant plants of the oasis, to drink the Kauther-like* 
water, and to enjoy the refreshing and exhilarating breeze. He 
had heard that God Almighty had made a garden in the other 
world ia which are many pleasant things and where the pious 
are to go ; so he became firmly convinced of his having arrived 
in the promised paradise, and supposed that in consequence of 
his great sufferings and of his piety, the Most High had sent 
paradise to meet him in this world in order to rest himself in it 
for a few days. This he did, by amusing himself in promenad- 
ing about, and picking up from the ground the ripe and unripe 
fruits that were half eaten by crows, monkeys, and other ani- 
mals. He thought that more delicious fruits than these had 
not been created in any other part of the world ; he collected 
some and put them in a bag for a present to Nushirv&n, and 

* Kauther is a river in paradise, ed by LjOOQ IC 
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to convince him that he had been in paradise. After that he 
continued his journey towards the civilized world. When he 
approached the city to the distance of about ten Farasangs, 
KushirvdrU happened to be on a hunting expedition ; the splen- 
dour of royalty engaged the Arab's attention, and made him 
aware that this was the Sovereign. He took out from his bag 
the distasteful dry fruits which were too unsavoury for the 
beasts of the forest, and approached Nushirv&n, carrying some 
fruit on the palm of his hand. When Nushirv&n had seen the 
Arab of the desert, he halted and said : " Arab ! Witk the 
freight of what demand is the camel of your intention loaded ? 
And what do you carry on the palm of your hand ?" The Arab 
replied : " May the tree of Your Majesty's prosperity always 
remain fruitful ! My object is to obtain the benefits whiek 
result from approaching the threshold of the Kibla* of the 
world. On my hand I carry the fruits of paradise, which I 
gathered when I passed through it, and these delicious fruits 
are a present to Your Majesty." Nushirv&n guessed the true 
state of things and accepted the fruits ; he knew that the Arab 
had never been in cultivated places, had never seen fields nor 
gardens, had only heard the names of fruits and had supposed 
that forest to be the garden of paradise. He said : " You are 
right ; these are the fruits of paradise, such gifts are exquisite, 
and I must preserve them in my treasury for a blessing." Then 
he asked the Arab to explain his request. The Arab detailed 
the famine, poverty and distress of his people. NushirvAn gave 
him ten thousand dinars to be disbursed among his tribe till 
further assistance could be sent, and took leave of him with 
great demonstrations of affability. When the bystanders and 
courtiers had heard about the fruits of paradise, and had seen 
the emperor receiving them all from the Arab, they became 
anxious to know about these fruits ; after they had proceeded 
some distance, one who was a little bolder than the others 
addressed the emperor thus : " To-day we have seen something 

* Kibla is the direction of the temple of Mecca to wiz. the Kaba, to which 
Mahommedans turn when they pray. The reigning king of Persia is ako now 
addreB«ed as the Sibla of iM world. Digitized by CjOOg Ic 
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entirely at variance with the habits of Your Majesty ; an Arab 
who had arrived from a great distance, has been sent back, 
without entering the city ; and Your Majesty ought to have 
allowed us to partake of those fruits of paradise, that we might 
sweeten our palates by their exquisite flavour." Nushirv&n 
burst into laughter and distributed some of the fruit. They 
were astonished and said : '^ How could these things be called 
the fruits of paradise." Nushirv&n said: "You ought to 
know that the Arab had never seen a garden, nor tasted fruits, 
but had lived his whole life in the desert ; when he entered 
a forest he supposed it to be the garden of paradise. I would 
not let you have any of the fruits, while he was present, because 
it would have given him pain. 1 sent him away, and would 
not invite him to see the city and our spl^idid gardens lest he 
should be put to shame, and discontented with his circum- 
stances." They all praised the manner in which the emperor 
had acted ; and when he arrived in the city he sent two hun- 
dred camels loaded with provisions to that Arab tribe. 



Being aware of the imperfections of human nature, also of the 
sudden impulses and well digested stratagems by which men will 
obtain their ends ; we must never place implicit confidence in 
strangers, or people with whom we are not well acquainted, lest 
we be injured like king Comeel was, by the machinations of a 
fox. 

STORY XXI. 



Once upon a time a merchant brought a white monkey to the 
king of the Franks whose name was Comeel ; this monkey was 
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SO intelligent that he stringed the pearls of speech with the awl 
of eloquence and conversed with great fluency in several lan- 
guages, and might have been giving lessons of oratory to the 
nightingales of Arabic and Persian elegance. In the treasury 
of his mind lay stored various attractive narratives to relate 
which, centuries would not suffice. Often he was relating weU- 
poised anecdotes or he dispelled the cares of the king (by re- 
counting the events of ancient times,) of whom he became by 
degrees such a favourite that he could not spare him one moment 
from his presence ; in course of time the monkey became such a 
proficient in the transaction of business and the administration 
of laws, that nobody approached the royal presence without his 
penetrating the whole aflair by his intelligent shrewdness and 
giving his opinion in a very lucid and satisfactory way ; so that 
the king ordered a State-chair to be placed for him, on which he 
was sitting and deciding every day the causes of everybody who 
had a request or a complaint to make, and administering jus- 
tice to the gentle and to the simple, to the rich and to the poor. 
In the evening he was amusing and advising the king in official 
business, so that the latter had no more recourse to the opinions 
of his viziers and ministers, and they were all freed from the 
importunities of clients, except only one of the viziers who pro- 
fessed great friendship for the monkey ; all the others were 
astonished at the great favour which the monkey enjoyed, and 
were apprehensive that evil might accrue to the State and to the 
king from placing such confidence in an animal notoriously 
treacherous and deceitful ; although they did not know how to 
apprize the king of their fears without oflending him, they were 
nevertheless determined to get rid of the monkey in some way 
or other ; at that time the king happened to suflfer from a malady 
which no physicians could mitigate or remove ; one day he was 
quite beside himself with pain ; when the monkey became aware 
of this, he deeply inclined himself and said: "May the 
hosts of sufferings and disease be repelled from Your 
Majesty by the assistance of the army of God's mercy, and 
may they be scattered to the winds from the region of your 
blessed existence ! Digitized by Google 
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HAFEZ. 

May your body have no need of physicians, ^ 
May your precious person be untroubled by pain. 

The welfare of the world depends from your Majesty^s health. 
In the country from which I come there is a medicine, that cures 
all sorts of ailments, and it is called : the essence of health ; if 
Your Majety would graciously permit me to go to my birth- 
place two advantages would result from it ; the first is, that I 
have a mother who sufiers from the pain of being separated 
from me, and since I am in Your Majesty's service I have had 
no news from her or about her circumstances ; to visit her is 
also according to the commands of God, and I shall inform her 
in what exalted position I am ; she will unite her prayers with 
mine, for the prolongation of Your Majesty's life. The second 
advantage is that I shall bring some of that medicine, which wiU 
become the cause of the restoration of Your Majesty's health, 
and of the vivification of the world." The king replied : ** I am 
so much accustomed to your society that I can bear the pain of 
my disease for years longer, rather than deprive myself of your 
presence, the more so, as some accident might hinder you from 
returning, and thus you would forget the salt of gratitude, and 
extinguish the lamp of faithfulness." The monkey replied : 
" My Lord ! Although I belong to the race of animals, and am 
excluded from the circle of humanity ; I am tied to you with 
the bonds of thankfulness, and please God I shall for ever try to 
serve you. 

VERSE. 

I shall not disobey you as long as my soul remains in the body. 

I request to be allowed leave of six months, that I may visit my 
mother and bring the medicine ; after which I shall again do my 
best in your service." The king ordered the collar to be taken 
off from the neck of the monkey and said: " I confide in your 
fidelity and hope you will not forget me ; my mind will always 
be engaged in remembering you." The monkey took respectful 
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leave and travelled till he safely arrived in his own country 
whick was not far from India. He visited his mother, who wa« 
burning and melting with grief on account of his absence. She 
was very happy to see him ; and the news of his arrival having 
qnread, the small and great hastened to meet him, and eagerly 
inquired where he had been and in what he had been engaged ? 
He replied : " All that time I enjoyed the protection of the human 
race, and the love I bore to it, became the obstacle to my re- 
turn." They continued : " Your assertion is at variance with 
all received opinions, the race of men is notorious for its trea- 
chery and oppression, they have not the light of honesty, and 
instead of it tjrranny shines from their foreheads, and that is their 
nature. It is perfectly astonishing that they have left you alive 
till now." The monkey said : " Dear friends ! Your opinion is 
in opposition to facts ; because other animals, on account of the 
enmity and hatred which they harbour towards mankind have 
thus denigrated them in your eyes. It is a long time since I 
have intercourse with them, and experience only kindness from 
them.** They said : " How is it that they have let you go, and 
with what cunning did you escape from their grasp." He con- 
tinued : " I was not fettered except with the chain of love, but 
the king who received me into his favour, is labouring under a 
grievous distemper, and has permitted me to come, in order to 
bring for him some of the Essence of health. I have been so well 
treated by all men, that I shall never willingly separate myself 
from them as long as I live, and I shall never cease to remember 
them." When the mother of the monkey had heard this she 
knew that her son was again bent upon returning. She said : 
** Dear son ! How much trouHe did I have to bring you up, hop- 
ing you would at all times be my consolation and my comforter. 
The spring season of my youth has been withered by the bitter- 
ness of separation from you ; and now that I am old I have no 
other help but you ; by intending again to return, you grieve 
me ; disobedience to your mother is an obstacle on the road to 
felicity, and a transgression of the commands of God, whom you 
ought to fear and thus take pity on me. It is possible that I shall 
die deserted by everybody and thus my body would become the 
12 
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prey of wild beasts/' The monkey said : '* Mother I It is true 
what you assert^ but we must trust in the goodness of QoAy for 
his favour is far more valuable than the love of all children and 
relatives. You have past the meridian of life, and I am only 
beginning to rise towards it ; I like to enjoy life and the com- 
pany of men, and I dislike to roam about in the wilderness with 
those of my own species ; it is possible that if I should be forced 
to remain here^ sadness and melancholy would make my soul 
the target for the arrows of this grief, and extinguish the lamp 
of my life ; it woidd be quite in conformity with maternal love, 
if you were to take no umbrage at my altered circumstances, 
and not propose an affair, the result of which would be only 
loss to both pairties." When the mother of the monkey dis- 
covered that she could not succeed by coaxing, she concluded 
that the foot of the choice, and the neck of her sons shrewd- 
ness must be tied with the halter of deceit and cunning, so as 
to induce him to give up his intention of again leaving her, and 
of abandoning her to the scorching heat of grief. In that oasijs 
there happened to live « badger of the name of Karteel who was 
a sorcerer and exercised himself for years in the taicks of 
roguery and deception ; all the animals of that region, who fell 
into any difficulties, resorted to him for advice, and he solved 
their troubles with the nails of knowledge. The mother of the 
monkey went to that badger and said : ^' Tou, whose opinion 
is the guide of every one in embarrassment, and the nail of 
whose expedients disentangles all difficulties ; I have approach- 
ed you, to request you to devise a plan by means of which I 
might retain my dear son, without whom to live it would be 
very difficult to me." Karteel answered: "He has been 
captivated by the charms of intercourse with human beings and 
by their cunning : for although the elephant and the lion are 
far stronger than themselves ; by flattery and cunning, they 
have tamed them, and keep them within the net of their society 
from which they are imable to escape. Even wild birds they 
so entangle with the snares of their love, that when their bonds 
are loosed and they are left to go where they list, they will 
• return to their goalers. There is a remedy hoWiever for your 

° DT^itizedby VjOC, " 
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case, and if that does not succeed there is no help. I mean 
that you should administer to him a cup of the all absorbing 
beverage of love, so as to blot out from his memory the desire 
of returning to human beings ; because nothing can cope with 
the powerful influence of love, and the heart which is entirely 
captivated by it becomes incapable of yielding to other passions. 
There is not a greater tyrant than love, it neutralizes the attrac- 
tive force which the father exerts upon his offspring, it changes 
Islam into unbelief, and reason into lunacy. 

VERSES, 

Love changes Plato into a madman^ 

And the river Jihoon into a fiery oven. 

If the ]ips only are moistened from the cup of love, 

The whole body will be pervaded by it." 

The mother of the monkey said : " How shall I put this 
plan into practice." Karteel replied : " In this forest there is 
a fox called Abu Churbal who married a badger, and by him 
she* has a daughter called Gazalah, who is of wonderful beauty 
and sweet speech ; the meridian-enthroned Sun is imprisoned 
in the chains of her ringlets fragrant with ambergris ; and the 
g^elle of the sides has run mad after the black mole on her 
cheek. Many of the animals of this region have drawn the blue 
mark of desire upon their foreheads and have tasted the nectar 
of attachment to her. Abu Churbal is her mother, and woxild 
not listen to the matrimonial overtures of anybody, but keeps 
her like the pearl of her existence sitting within the 
mother-shell of her intimacy. Should your son catch a 
lungle glimpse of that heart-rejoicing moon^ it is very 
probable, that the Joseph of his choice would fall into 
the well of attachment to her incomparable beauty, and would 
for ever renounce his design. Abu Churbal is very expert in 
the science of Geomancy, you must send your son to her to ascer- 
tain his fate and future ; by this means the bird of his intention 

* It is a vagary of the author to make Ahu Churhal a female since Aim meana 

father. Digitized by LjOOQ Ic 
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will turn away from his purpose and the fountain of love will 
extinguish the fire of the inclination which he bears for the 
human race." When the mother of the monkey had received 
this information from Karteel she took leave of him, hastened to 
her dwelling, and said to her son : " As I always have your well- 
being deeply at heart, and as you do not intend any longer to 
stay with me, and the sun of my life has nearly attained the 
west of its decline, I do not feel much attached to it ; but it is 
necessary that you should keep my circumstances in view and 
ascertain on what day I am to depart from this life, and after- 
wards you may act as you like.'' He replied that this would be 
impossible. His mother said : *' I know a she fox by the name 
of Abu Ohurbal who lives in a cave not far from us, and who is 
very skilled in Geomancy and in all sorts of strange sciences, she 
can give an account of everybody's past and future condition. 
Go to her, give her my best compliments, and request her to 
throw a glance at my destiny." The monkey went to Abu 
Churbal and having made a polite bow, delivered his message ; 
Abu Churbal took in hand the apparatus of Oeomancy, but she 
had hardly commenced, when her daughter Qtizalah entered the 
hermitage ; the monkey took notice of her great beauty, and 
handsome stature ; he at once lost the peace of his mind and the 
tempest of love wholly absorbed him like a fiery dragon who 
inhales chaff and straw to aliment his flame ; he lost his senses 
and hastened to the desert, and the Laila of his love incited the 
Majnun of his heart to roam about the mountains and valleys. 
It became evening and he had not yet returned, so his mother 
waited for a few days and at last came to the conclusion that he 
had again returned to mankind. Another monkey passed 
through the desert and saw him wandering about in a state of 
distraction, so he reported it to his mothw ; who went in search 
of her son till she at last found him crying and exclaiming. 



VERSES. 

Morning breeze kindly say to that tender fawn, 

That she has exiled me into deserts and mountain^oOQlc 
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When she discovered her dear son to be so excited and the 
flower of his melancholy blossoming &om the breeze of lunacy, 
she thus addressed him : ^* Darling of my soul what misfortune 
has happened to you? *' And why are you so excited? He 
replied : 

VERSES. 

" If I take away the sleeve from my eye aod the hand from my mouth, 
My sighs and tears will fill heaven and earth. 

Beloved mother, why have you sent me to the geomancer, 
there I have seen Gazalah and have fallen madly in love with 
her." His mother endeavoured to solace him, but to no pur- 
pose. He said : " Dear mother, there is no remedy for me 
nor hope for my life." She began to repent, and said : " What 
a stone I have thrown at the bottle of my boy's welfare, and 
what a thorn of calamity I have placed on the road of his 
sanity!" She hastened to Karteel asking him: "What 
elixir of machination have you administered to my son to lay 
him prostrate on the couch of limacy. From this accident he 
will lose his life ; had he returned to the human race I would 
at least have indulged the hope that he remained alive. I gave 
into this scheme myself, and the stain of this disaster will abide 
upon my conscience. This business cannot be altered except 
by yourself" Karteel said : " The remedy is at hand, he 
must be married to the object of his passion, in order to calm 
it." The mother of the monkey felt embarrassed, and asserted 
that she had no experience in such transactions, Karteel however 
who was on terms of great intimacy with Abu Churbal imder- 
took the business of a go-between, and after a prelude he broach- 
ed the proposition to Abu Churbal in the following way : — 
** Thanks be to Qtxl the sun of Gbzalah's beauty is shining in 
the firmament of perfection, and as men of distinction and 
intellect have compared girls with fruits, affirming that when 
they are ripe the former must be married and the latter eaten, 
I should think that Gazalah ought not to be kept any longer 
in a state of single-blessedness. Abu Churbal replied : " What 
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you say is in conformity witii usage and law, but how could I, 
whose whole existence is interlaced with her's, and who has no 
other comforter in the world but her, separate myself from her P 
Besides this, her accomplishments and her worth are more 
apparent than day-light, and she requires a husband like her- 
self. Many have paid her attentions but as they were of a 
different species, and did not come up to the standard of her 
ability, I did not coimtenance their endeayours/' Karteel said : 
" I have a husband in view for her in case he shotdd consent ; 
because he is of high lineage and of respectable connexions, if 
we should bring about this match, it would be of great advan- 
tage." Abu Churbal asked who it was P Karteel replied : " I 
have an adopted son of the tribe of monkeys, his name is Mahtal 
and he is in all respects perfect above comparison. 



VERSES. 

In stature like a cypress in beauiy like the moon, 
In understanding and shrewdness accomplished. 
In his origin and nobility without an equal. 
All his qualities are amiable and pleasing. 

As the success of this affair will be of very good consequences^ 
and very profitable in this world and in the next, and also be^ 
causcnow is the propitious hour, I have proposed this alliance 
to you.'' Abu Churbal said : '^ This event depends from the 
good pleasure of the ruler of destinies, the bridegroom however 
is not of our species, and an imion with him would perhaps be 
of bad consequences ; his temperament and nature have been 
nourished by different food and climate, and are more distant 
from ours than light is from darkness, or liberality from covet- 
ousness ; so that it is barely possible that the intended couple 
would be attracted to each other by love, or that they would be 
able to repose upon the pillow of tranquility ; and how much 
less will they be inclined to sow the seed of mutual affection 
into each other's heart. r" ^^^t^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 
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VERSES. 
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Association between two opposites, 

Is more impossible than the union of winter and summer. 

The dove and vulture will never be friends, 

With all the skill of Plato and the philosophy of Lokman. 

Do not look for agreement and friendship in those who differ in specie^ 

Bain is inimical to the stream of fire." 

Karteel said : " This doctrine is not universal, because if it 
were carried out, those who are of different species could never 
unite, neither could intellect spread the carpet of amity for both 
parties, nor their exalted nature prohibit them from acting con- 
trary to the laws of gentleness and love. The corporeal and the 
spiritual worid, the rose and the philomele, may ipix with each 
other for ever without a breath of hypocrisy or interruption of 
love. Since both of them are of a very noble disposition, what 
likelihood is there that they will ever transgress it even for one 
moment ? " When Karteel the hermit had brought the affairs 
thus far Abu Ghurbal interrupted him saying : '* I do not wish 
to act contrary to the advice of a friend so dear to me as you, 
but I extremely dislike to be separated from my daughter Gaza- 
lah, and it would fall very heavy upon me. If the monkey 
agrees to dwell with us, the pearls of this affair will be easily 
threaded upon the string of arrangement ; if not, then our 
alliance is severed." Karteel said : *' Let no such doubts dismay 
you, because as long as I have a finger in the pie, I shall not do 
anything to displease you." Karteel hoped that all would end 
well and took leave. He hastened to inform the mother of the 
monkey, who in her turn gave the news to her son Mahtal, and 
brought him to make his obeisance to KarteeL Karteel said : 
" Monkey ! I congratulate you ! For, a wonderful tree of felicity 
has grown from the himible plant of your hopes, and a lovely 
wife has fallen to your lot, provided you will cease to have any 
more intercourse with the human race and altogether renounce 
that foolish idea." The monkey placed the finger of approba- 
tion upon the eyes of acknowledgment and said : " God 
forbid that I should disobey my ^ueen. Karteel invested 
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the body of the monkey with the preparatory robe 
of a husband and took him to Abu Churbal. The Kazi 
of all the tribes of animals was invited ; and also the chiefs of 
the wild beasts, and other guests of the forest and plain being 
assembled, the rejoicing commenced, and Gazalah was married 
to the monkey in due form and according to the approved 
fashion. After the monkey had been married for some time, the 
ardour of his love became refrigerated by this union with lady 
Gazalah, and the tempest of his sea of attachment was calmed. 
The promise which he had made to the Xing occurred to his 
mind, and he began to consider how foolish he had been to 
shackle his pledged faithfulness by fcunily ties and how it would 
be impossible to him to resort to human society with as light a 
heart, as when he was single ; and how the freedom and haj^i- 
ness of his intercourse would be marred by the absence of his 
family. He also knew that his mother-in-law would hardly 
agree that he should take Gazalah with him ; he also dreaded 
to break his word and would on no account offend the king his 
benefactor by staying away. All this he confided one night to 
Gazalah, to which she replied : " Darling of my heart ! Life 
would be imbearable to me without you ! Wherever you go I 
shall be with you, and as I have heard much about men, I should 
like to be in their society for a few days". The mcmkey said : 
** Will your mother agree to this ?" She replied : " As long as 
I lived in her house she had authority over me, but now I am in 
your power ; and if you are in earnest about it what can she do?*' 
The monkey promised to his wife that he would explain the 
affair to her mother, and so he did. Abu Churbal said : " Leave 
Gazalah to stay with me till you again return, if you are tired 
to remain here ;" but Gazalah overheard this and exclaimed : 
"God forbfd that I should stay for half a moment without my^ 
dear husband, I shall follow his steps, and will return when he 
returns." Abu Churbal continued : " This is a dangerous 
xindertaking, do not suppose it to be like going to your aunt's 
or to your uncle's ; men are a merciless race, and full of deceit ; 
something might happen to you which would turn upside down 
the neat of my peace. You know that I Jf^JJb^(58^le^^^ 
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besides you, do not act so as to place me into the fire of separa- 
tion from you, and to subject me to the torments of solitude/' 
Gazalah replied : " I am not a whit better than Mahtal, what- 
ever accident happens to him I am ready to suffer it also ; 
because a faithful wife is a priceless pearl and no efforts of any 
diver can in any sea, ever find one to match it. Thrice blessed 
is the wife who sacrifices her very life for a husband worthy of 
her." When Abu Churbal saw that no efforts of hers were 
able to influence Gazalah, she said to her : " What you say is 
true, I made a great mistake in marrying you to a husband who 
is not of your species, and every one who does that, reaps repen- 
tance only." As Abu Churbal had been all her life engaged in 
various tricks and intrigues she enjoyed great reputation among 
the animals, and was meditating in the following way : — " There 
is a medicine by which every disease may be cured, and a stra- 
tagem by which every afiair may be brought to the desired end. 
Since Mahtal is so much attached to the^[himian race, it is 
possible, that if Gazalah accompanies him, he will never return, 
and I shall be obliged to suffer for ever the pain of separation, 
so I must think of an arrangement by which Mahtal might be 
so disgraced in the sight of the king, that it will become im- 
possible to him, to live among men ; in that way he will quickly 
send Gazalah to me again, and will never think of travelling 
any more." She tutned all this over in her mind and thus 
spoke to Mahtal : " If you are so much intent upon leaving us, 
you may ; but you must not neglect to take care of Gazalah 
even for one moment, since her fidelity to you does not permit 
her to let go the skirts of your company, it is but just, that vou 
should be very kind to her." Mahtal was highly pleased with 
this ; he procured the medicine which he had promised to the 
king, entrusted it to Gazalah, and he himself arranged every- 
thing for their departure. Abu Churbal mixed the medicine 
without the knowledge of Gazalah, with poison ; and when they 
were ready to start she said : " Since mankind are a faithless 
race, they must not be trusted, their friendship is quickly chang- 
ed into enmity, and the fruits of kindness which you have 
experienced from them will soon fall away from the tree of their 
13 
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BWumers, therefore I send my brother with you, that he may 
retire with Gazalah to some secret place during the first few 
days of your arrival among men ; if you discover in the lamp of 
friendship of that race the rays of kindness, you may take Gazalah 
among them ; but if you see anything to the contrary, as you are 
to be alone, it will be easy for you to draw yourself out of any 
scrape, and to return to me again with Gazalah and my brother, 
in the same way as you have gone away." Abu CJhurbal in- 
structed openly her brother who was a cunning fox and skilled 
ijx all sorts of intrigues, but she told him secretly of her having 
sown the grains of a stratagem into the field of foresight, and 
that all he had to do was to hide himself with Gazalah in a cave 
when they were near the habitations of men, and there to wait 
during ten days for the return of MahtaL Should he not 
rgoin them within that time, they were not to wait for him any 
longer, because some misfortime must have happened to him, 
so they were to retrace their steps. Abu Churbal took leave 
of Gazalah of Mahtal and of her brother Kartas, and all three 
of them having departed, they journeyed till they arrived in the 
vicinity of human dwellings, when Gazalah remained behind 
with her uncle, and Hahtal went forward alone. It happened 
that on that day the king remembered Mahtal and said to his 
courtiers : " What do you think of the returj^ of the monkey ?'* 
Some one who was ininiical to him said: "Please Your 
Majesty ! It is highly improbable that an animal which ha» 
escaped from the bonds of obedi^ice to man should again 
throw away the reins of contentment, and leave its own species, 
again to become shackled with the fetters of command and pro- 
hibition. I'rom this species we must not expect fidelity, and 
sugar-canes must not be planted in brackish soil." The friends 
of the monkey said, that as 1^ had experienced much kindness 
from His Majesty, and as this is similar to pure gold, the small- 
est particle of which, if given to any person, will never allow 
him to deviate from the path of submission, it is probable that 
he will again return. They were engaged in this conversation, 
when the monkey made his entrance, placed his head upon the 
floor of obedience, and presented the medicine which he had 
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brought for the king. His Majesty was very kind to him and 
his friends were very happy ; the king happened to be sufier- 
ing that day from his disease and asked the monkey about the 
way in which the medicine must be taken ; the monkey answer- 
ed that one grain of it was to be put into water and drunk 
with it, and that the remainder was to be kept safe in the trea- 
sury, because such a medicine is not accessible even to kings. 
The king called for water, put some of the medicine into it, and 
wished to drink it ; the vizier, who had often before warned 
the king from trusting the monkey too much, and whom the 
king supposed to be only malevolent, arose from his place and 
said : " Please Tour Majesty ! Gratitude for benefits and 
favours received does not enter into the nature of animals 
endowed with an imperfect understanding. 

VERSES. 

He who looks for gratitude in animals is like him, 
Who expectB a star to shine like the brilliant sun. 

Our ancestors, by reason of their wisdom, have never placed 
confidence in people of a different species, it is possible that even 
in this instance they have been planning mischief. Kings have 
many enemies, and this world is full of accidents. The founda- 
tions of affairs and transactions are built upon cimning and 
deceit, it woxdd be better to kill a thousand such monkeys than 
that the life of Tour Majesty should be imperilled. What ad- 
vantage is there to anybody that my advice should be of less 
consequence in Your Majesty's eyes than that of a monkey and 
his friends ; his impudence and forwardness has emboldened me 
to give vent to my feelings, and it remains with Your Majesty 
to judge." Others again who were warmly attached to the 
monkey affirmed that there is not a living being fond of life 
winch would uselessly risk it to attain any object ; but least of 
all a monkey who is an intelligent animal and had experienced 
great favours. Evil intentions originate with people who aspire 
to regal authority ; it is evident, that the monkey could not 
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harbour such projects. It is mean and ungenerous to entertain 
such groundless suspicions about him. The king approved of 
this opinion and said : " I have full confidence in this monkey ; 
and taking up the medicine drank it out." At that moment 
great trembling pervaded his body ; all his members became 
powerless, and his spirit returned to his Creator. The prudent 
vizier rubbed the hands of regret upon each other and said : 

VERSES. 

In the society of the dishonest, there is danger to the pious, 
If the bow be entangled, the arrow falls to the ground. 

The friends and adherents of the king drew their swords and 
daggers, and cut to pieces the monkey with all his friends ; they 
established the son of the king upon the throne of his father and 
made the prudent vizier his prime-minister. After Kartas and 
Gazalah had waited for ten days, and saw that the monkey was 
not coining, they knew that a misfortune must have happened 
to him ; so both of them returned to the oasis, and betook them- 
selves to Abu Churbal, who had by this trick eluded the uncon- 
genial alliance with the monkey. 



Those who are contented with their condition, and do not 
covet anything, will not be disappointed ; this also appears from 
the following ; — 



STORY XXM. 



In ancient times there were two men of the inhabitants of 
Kabul who were sitting in the comer of poverty, fettered with 
the chains of hardships and difficulties; the thunder-stonos 
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and disturbance of the whirl-pools of the revolution of the 
spheres had overturned the boat of their possessions, and it had 
become the prey of the whale of destruction. They were screw- 
ed in the press of poverty and destitution, like flower-buds 
from which the oil is to be squeezed out, and the pain and suf- 
fering of distress caused th6m to change colour at each moment 
like a chameleon till each day was changed into evening. Al- 
though they were hastening with the foot of labour and dili- 
gence in the performance of their occupations, they could never 
reach the desired mansion of their object on account of their 
unpropitious fortime and their constant mishaps. The black- 
ness of their morning tinctured the night even of the poor with 
the reflexion of grief, and the mirror of their evening imparted 
new^sorrow to orphans. One day they said to each other : "In this 
country the gates of peace are shut upon us, and it is a maxim 
of the wise, that, if people meet with difficulties in their own 
country they ought to remove to another. As the liberal Sultan 
Mahmood is now reigning, we must go to Gaznin and do our 
best to meet him, and perhaps the aroma of his generosity will 
perfume the nostrils of our intention, and our dilapidated cir- 
cumstances will be bettered. They started from Kabul towards 
Gaznin, and on the road a man joined company with them, 
the rose-bush of whose disposition was always kept fresh by the 
dew of piety and who past his life in contentment like one of 
the blessed. He asked them : " My brethren ! The shoe of 
what desire have you put on the foot of your intention ? And 
towards the castle of what pretension have you turned the face 
of your inclination ?" They said : " Since the lamp of the 
well-being of both of us has been extinguished by the wind of 
misfortune and the thorn of hardships has pierced the feet of 
our hearts, and as we could not find the plaster in Kabul by 
which the wound of our untoward circumstances might be healed, 
and as we hear that the gates of the generosity and liberality 
of Sultan Mahmood the Gaznavide have been opened to the rich 
and to the poor, and that the banquet of his unbounded graci- 
ousness is always spread for the relief of the poor ; we hope to 
re-light the lamp of our distressing condition at the blaze of his 
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regBLtd" Thote two men also asked the yovng man about his 
intention, to which he replied : ^'Haying no possessions in my 
eountry, and the day of my well-being having reached the 
evening, I am in pursuit of a lawful support, I do not however 
expect anything from Sultan Mahmood or people similar to 
him ; I oovet the grace and favour of a Sultan, the door of the 
treasury of whose gifbs is besieged by a hundred tiiousand men 
as indigent as Sultan Mahmood, and who are contemplating 
with the eye of hope the store-house of his infinite grace and 
bounty." In fine, the three travellers journeyed together till 
ihey arrived in Gaznin and took up their abode in a ruined 
building. One night all three of them were sitting together in 
the ruin, and were conversing on various subjects. It happened 
that Sultan Mahmood with Ayaz and Eliojah Memendihad left; 
the palace in order to walk about in the moon-shine ; they pass- 
ed through various streets and lanes till they came near the 
ruin, and following the voices they discovered the travellers and 
asked them who they were ? Two of them answered : " We are 
benumbed by the crapula of the wine of helplessness and dis- 
tress, we are veiled by the curtain of misery, we are riding 
the horse of poverty and axe roaming through the ups and 
downs of this world, and now our fate has guided us to this place 
and we shall see how our afiairs will terminate." The Sultan 
said : " What are your wishes P" They answered : ** If we tell 
them, they will never be accomplished. So there is no use in re- 
lating them.'* The Sultan replied: ''Since the inhabitants of 
this world are boimd to hid each other, it is your duty to inform ' 
me oi your desires in order that the complicated knot of that 
affair may be disentangled by the help of some one's nail." One, 
of them replied : '' I was one of the rich and prosperous, and 
possessed great wealth. This world which is inconstant like 
the hues of the chameleon, has ceased to be propitious to me ; 
and the shame of poverty and the disgrace of my family have 
induced me to quit my country ; should I be able to acquire 
ten thousand dinars, I would consider them as a capital which 
might enable me to raise my head again and to return to my 
country." The other said : " I had a wife sitting veiled in 
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the Harem of compliance, the loreliness of the sun of her fea- 
tures surpassed the rose in beauty, and ^the moon was lessened 
in splendour by the rays of her cheeks ; I loved her much, and 
could not live one moment without her ; she happened to die, 
and the fire of that grief has burnt my liver and has thrown me 
into the most unfortunate circumstances. Should His High^ 
ness the Ameer present me with a female of his Harem, so 
that by the sun of her presence the mansion of my joy and hap- 
piness might become illuminated, I would gladly return to my 
country." The third companion remained silent ; the Sultan 
turned to him and said : " Do you not wish for anything P" 
He answered : " I have to do with God, I need neither a wife 
nor gold ; I turn my face towards the vivifying treasury of 
God's mercy, by whom desires are granted, who knows the 
innermost recesses of our hearts, and what everybody deserves ; 
my wishes are all regulated by his good pleasure ; if you are 
in the enjoyment of (Jod's favour and are able from him to- 
obtain your desires, pray to Him for my sake that He may grant 
me the grace that I shoxdd not once draw my breath contrary 
to His will." The Sultan said nothing but arose, and departed. 
When the chamberlain of destiny had opened the gates of light 
upon the inhabited world, and the world-illuminating king^ 
tiie sun, had seated himself in the azure tent of the upper sky,, 
the Sultan ordered the three strangers that were in the ruin, 
to be brought into his presence ; which was done immediately. 
When they perceived the Sultan, they knew him to be the 
same man, who had been with them last night, and they were 
under the apprehension that he would perhaps be angry with 
them ; the Sxdtan called them forward, and inquired of each of 
them his wants ; those two men repeated the same sentiments 
which they had uttered on the previous evening, when the 
third stranger's turn came, he said. 

VERSES. 

Bitter indeed is to our lips the coloquinth of mendicancy, 

We have tasted the sweets of liberality from the hands of the noble minded. 
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Oh »&ou illuminated speculum of potentates, as long as the 
store-house of the works of God is full of blessings, may also 
the treasury of thy desires remain plentifully provided with 
the exhilarating gold, silver and the jewels of prosperity- 
Although people in general may be rejoicing with the delicacies 
of the table of thy bountifulness, and thyself mayest thereby 
taste the sweets of good deeds ; still, those that sit in the tent 
of exquisite feelings have so much refreshed their palates with 
the honey of contentment that they would by no means defile 
their lips with a single mouthful that belongs to others. 

VERSES. 

The palate of the contented has never been sweetened by the liberal, 
The delights of independence are far above the delights which liberality 
bestows. 

My hopes and expectations are dependent from the threshold 
of the eternal king ; he will grant to me all that he thinks fit, 
without my hanging myself on the skirts of petition to any- 
body else, or jeopardizing the position of a retiring and modest 
individual." The Sultan tried much, but could not induce that 
young man to act in contradiction to his avowed principles, 
and to open his lips in order to beg for some favour ; the Sultan 
gave orders that the man who was in want of a wife should be 
provided with one of his own girls ; she also presented the 
man who wanted money, with two purses of gold and said : 
" Now all three of you, go to your respective countries.'* In 
obedience to this order they started together on their journey 
•to Kabul. After they had proceeded for about two farasangs, 
the man who obtained the gold felt tired of carrying it, so he 
handed it to his empty handed companion, beseeching him to 
carry it for a short time until he rested himself. The chroni- 
cler relates that when those three young men left the presence 
of the Sultan, he turned to his courtiers and said : " That in- 
dependent man has put me greatly to shame, he left me as if 
I were in the position of a poor man ; and although I tried 
much, he would not accept of anything."^ .^Oji^e^f his courtiers 
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who was labouring under the asthma of covetousness, (and as 
the covetous are the natural enemies of the contented) his in- 
nate feeling broke out and he vented it saying : " The Sultans 
and kings of this world are the collectors of the treasury of God, 
and according to the requirements of the order of mundane 
a&irsy He grants drafts or letters of credit to the poor for the 
alleviation of their wants, which drafts the rich are bound to 
honour and accept. Whoever refuses to apply to kings for help 
scorns their favour, and in this manner, he acts contrary to the 
will of God on account of his pride and independence. Such 
a man is certainly deserving of death and ought to be punish- 
ed,'* The Sultan became excited and ordered one of his cham- 
berlains to proceed on the same road which the three men had 
taken, and letting alone the man who had the gold, and him 
who had the girl, to kill the third person who was empty hand- 
ed, and to bring his head. It happened however, that when 
the messenger of the Sultan arrived, the independent man car- 
ried the gold on his back, and the possessor of the gold was 
empty-handed. The servant of the Sultan made no enquiry 
but cut off the head of the proprietor of the gold, and 
carried it into the presence of his master. When the 
Sultan had looked well at the head, he exclaimed : " You are 
a thoughtless fellow and have made a mistake !" He despatch- 
ed forthwith another chamberlain and enjoined him to 
decapitate that man who was without any burden whatever. 
It happened that the possessor of the girl had entrusted her 
for a time to the independent man, and had gone aside from 
the road on accoimt of some business ; when the chamberlain 
arrived, he perceived the owner of the girl following empty- 
handed in the wake of the independent man ; he immediately 
cut off his head and presented it to the Sultan ; after the Sul- 
tan had cast a glance at the head he exclaimed with astonish- 
ment : " This man also was killed by mistake." He consider- 
ed for a while, and when he became calm, he perceived that 
the grace of God had been a bulwark and a protection to that 
independent man, which had prevented him from coming to 
any harm. He summoned another attendant and commanded 
14 
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him to pursue the same road and to bring the man into Mb 
presence who possessed both the gold and the girl, which he 
immediately did. As soon as the Sultan perceived the man he 
>smiled and said : " What has become of your companions P" 
The youth answered : " May the life of the Ameer be ever- 
lasting, and may the compliant hand of the sweet-heart prosperity 
be always round his neck! He who presented them with 
the gold and with the maid, has in return taken their live^ 
from them ; and indeed, whoever prefers the creature to the 
Creator, turns away his face from the threshold of real felicity^ 
has no r-efuge where he might flee to, will becom e trampled 
imder the feet of distressing events, and will not pluck a single 
flower h'om. the rose-garden of his desires. 

COUPLET. 

Whoever averts his face from His portals, 

Will meet with no regard to whatever door he turns." 

This eflFusion of the man awakened the Sultan from the sleep 
of indolence and made him aware that this individual had 
tasted the sweets of benefits from the spread-table of the love 
and knowledge of God. He said : " Thou ornament of the 
society of obedience to the laws of God ! I am very anxious 
to bestow something upon you, that I may become infinitely 
obliged to you, I adjure you by God, to ask something from 
me !" That happy man answered : " I have two wishes : the 
first is, that you send a very considerable sum of money to 
Kabul to conciliate the heirs of those two men who have been 
killed without any guilt of their own ; and the second is, that I 
may be allowed to enjoy the lease of a small dwelling, in which 
to carry on the trade of a weaver, so that I may earn an honest 
livelihood." The Sultan stroked the face of agreement with 
the finger of acquiescence and said : ** You flower gatherer of 
the gardens of beneficence I also have three requests to make 
to you with which I expect your kindness will comply ; the 
first is : that, if you should harbour any ill feeling towards me 
I beg you to forget it ; the second is, that you pray to God that 
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He may blot out my sins from the book of my actions with 
reference to those two innocent men ; and the third is, that you 
come to me each Friday evening so that I may profit by my 
intercourse with you." The man agreed to all this and applied 
himself in the mean time assiduously to his business, till his 
singleness of purpose placed him in possession of the key to 
prosperity and wealth, and the gates of well-being having be- 
come opened in correspondence with his expectation, he was 
enabled to advance money to the royal treasury whenever it 
was in want of it, and to redeem many people from the penalty 
of death, and thus to accomplish much good with reference also 
to worthy, and to poor people. 

The moral of this tale is : that those who quaff wi^ie from 
the goblet of contentment, are of the number of those, whom 
the Creator favours with his blessings ; and their nest being 
always illuminated by the lamp of the perfect gift& of the Most 
High, they will, in contradistinction to the envious and the 
greedy, always be seated on the throne of esteem and 
consideration. 



Whosoever solaces the palates of the indigent with the hon^ 
of liberality, will in his turn be distinguished by the Giver of 
all good gifts, like that woman upon whom He showered gold, 
silver and blessings. 

STORY XXIIL 



The chronicler informs ujs that at the time when the rays of 
Ihe favour of the Most High illumed the age in which the Lord 
David (npon whom be peace) lived, and in which, the stature 
of hig high capacities being invested with the adorning robes 
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of prophecy, he enjoyed supreme dominion ; an old woman 
made her appearance on a certain day and complained to him 
of the tyranny of the wind, saying : " Oh prophet of God ! 
You are that holy and righteous potentate who avenges by the 
command of God the oppressed and inflicts punishment upon 
their oppressors, and who, having caused the limpid rivulets 
of justice to flow into the channels of life's transactions, delivers 
the tender plantil of hearts from the oppressive aridity of 
tyranny. I am a decrepit woman, stricken by old age and 
weakness, the dust of hardship and poverty has settled upon 
the mirror of my feeble heart ; I have several little orphans 
who are entirely depending upon me for their nourishment. 
Yesterday I had procured some flour, which I was carrying, 
and which I was to spend for the sustenance of these little 
children, when all of a sudden the wind began to blow with 
such violence as to deprive me of it altogether ; my orphans 
are since yesterday sitting in the thicket of himger and distress. 
Oh prophet of God I claim justice at your hands against that 
tyrant.'' David said : " Old woman ! I have no power nor 
authority over the wind," and ordered a sack of flour to be 
given to the woman. When she had received the bag and 
had gone out, she met the Lord Solomon, (upon whom be peace) 
who advised her to return and to say that she had come to seek 
redress and not charity. The old woman did so and said: 
" My Lord ! Injustice has been done to me by the wind, my 
enemy ought to present himself here, that I may get satisfac- 
tion." The Lord David ordered two bags of flour to be bestow- 
ed upon her. As soon as she had left she again encountered 
Solomon, who brought her back to the august presence and 
said : " Dear father, although it is not meet for me thus to 
obtrude myself, but since the wind cannot act contrary to your 
commands, it would be best to require him to appear in this 
court, so that both enemies may be confronted, and the quarrel 
may be judged according to the laws of equity and in con- 
formity with the commands of God. The Lord David ordered 
the wind to be brought into his presence ; this was done, and 
he arrived in the form of an old man ; made his obeisance to 
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David and kissed the ground of salutation. The old woman 
began her complaint, the Lord David addressed him : 
" Oh wind what has induced you thus to injure the unhappy 
old woman ?" The wind answered : " Oh prophet of God, I 
have it not in my power to transgress the ways of obedience by 
my own free choice. Several merchants were crossing the river 
in a skiff which had become leaky and the water having found 
an entrance they were about to be drowned. They said ; these 
holes may be stopped up with flour, could anybody bring some 
of it, it is very likely that we would be able to reach the shore 
in safety." All of them said : " We vow and promise that 
we will give one half "of our property to anybody who will bring 
us flour." Oh prophet of God ! An order was issued to me 
from the sempiternal throne, to take the flour from this woman 
and to give it to those merchants ; and by means of it they 
saved their lives." Solomon sent a person to accompany the 
wind to ask the merchants to perform their vows. They sent 
one-half of their property, which amounted to an extraordinary 
high sum, and was delivered to the old woman. Some one said 
to her : " Every good or ill which we meet with may very 
often be traced to be the reward for some actions of ours. 
Upon the wounds of what unhappy person have you placed a 
plaster, that the doors of the treasury of the blessings of the 
Almighty have been opened to you and that you have received 
all these riches ?" The old woman said : " I gave yesterday 
two loaves of bread to a beggar and he made a prayer for me, 
wishing that God would recompense me with the goods of this 
world." 



The heedless caitiff who gallops on the courser of his evil 
desires in the stony plains of envy and hatred, and sows the 
seeds of covetousness in the field of his mind, will drink the 
poison of reprobation, like that envious Vizier who would not 
put on the garment of tranquillity and was constantly roaring 
like a cataract from restlessness and melancholy. ^OOgle 
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STORY XXIV. 



In ancient times there lived a king in Africa of the name of 
Mulukara^ who was much honoured by all ; notwithstanding 
the splendour of the star of his pomp and circumstance he al- 
ways kept the lamp of godliness burning near him, associated 
with pious and travelled Durvaishes, and took lessons from 
them in the laws of wisdom and experience. In the gates and 
streets of the city he posted servants, whom he instructed to 
bring into his presence any Durvaishes or pious men that 
<phanced to enter the country. It was his custom to pass the 
greater part of th^ day in dispensing justice to gentle and sim- 
ple, to his soldiei^s and to his subjects, and to ppss the remainder 
of it in the society of men of knowledge and piety. Once a 
Durvaish happened to pass through his realm, the stature of 
^PQpmplishments was adorned with external and internal per- 
fections^ and who had quaflFed from the bumper of travel by 
land and by sea the liquor of experience and science. He was 
introduced to the king, and as he possessed a ready knowledge 
pf the position of every country, and was well acquainted with 
^I^e oui^tQms and manners current in it, the spread-table of his 
company became so palatable to the king's taste that His 
Majesty's pleasure increased from day to day to such a degree 
that his presence at court became almost indispensable. But a,s 
the weeds and rubbish of envy and hatred are always the off- 
spring of the garden of royal consideration and favour, so it 
was also in this case. The king happened to have a Vizier who 
vvas unique in his kind for envy and covetousness, and far removed 
from the ways and habits of humanity and justice, nay an 
entile stranger to them ; so much so that he wished that neither 
poor nor rich, neither the small nor the great should eat one 
morsel from the banquet of the king's table ; nor that a thou- 
sand ants should be allowed to carry away a single grain of 
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royal bounty or favour. The humane disposition of the king 
was impleasing to the invidious wretch and the flame of ill-will 
of his evil-omened mind having been fanned into a blaze, he 
rd>n the charger of his imagination into the hippodrome of 
stratagems, hurled the dice of falsehood about, seeking for an 
opportunity how to throw cold water on the amiable occupa- 
tions of His Majesty, and to remove the Durvaish from hid 
sight One day the Vizier found the king alone, and intending 
to av^ hiniself of this favourable opportunity, thus addressed 
him : " It is a long time since Tour Majesty's humble servant 
has considered it his highest ambition to enjoy your intimacy, 
and has never for a moment acted contrary to the laws of grati- 
tude ; but when those that have been so cherished in royal 
service, and who observe the duties of fidelity, take notice of 
events endangering Tour Majesty and dignity, they feel com- 
pelled to stir. Tour most obedient servant has a condign rea- 
son to trouble Tour Majesty. Having abandoned the a&irs 
of the kingdom, Tour Majesty often associates intimately with 
useless beggars who enjoy no reputation nor honour, and who 
on account of their evil deeds have strayed from the region^ oi 
felicity and perfection ; it is a shame and a disgrace to persons 
of high descent, of dignity, and of powei^, to soil their pure 
skirts of prosperity by mixing with the dregS of homeless 
vagabonds. 



VERSES. 

Alas ! That a royal pearl should not know its own value. 
If it fall into jewellers* hands, 
Everybody will highly esteem it ; 
Should it be in a hawker*s box, 
It will be mistaken for a bead. 

It is the duty of Potentates to regulate the affiiirs of their 
armies and subjects, and to keep in order th^ manufoctorieB 
which pertain either to the maintenance of peace or War." 
After the king had listened to this, he said : ^' Tou who ar# 
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expert like AsaP tell me what neglect has taken place in the 
administration of affairs either civil or military, so that we may 
make good any defect, or else what nonsense have you been 
talking ! Those endowed with knowledge and wisdom who are 
sitting on the carpet of good manners, have compared royal 
personages with rose-gardens, who are frequented by thousands 
of persons of all grades, and nothing is lost of their freshness 
or perfume. Thus all creatures are benefitted by the rays of 
the world-illuming sun, still its splendour is not diminished. 
Kings profit in various ways by the society of experienced and 
travelled men, and become thereby fortified in power, and I 
have many reasons why I mix with such people." During 
this conversation the Durvaish made his appearance ; the king 
iitquired about his circumstances, and the Vizier made his exit ; 
thinking that it was impossible to deprive the Durvaish of His 
Majesty's favour ; he nevertheless again let fly the bird of envy 
into the space of intrigues, he drew the sword of hypocrisy over 
the whetstone of enmity, and spanned the bow of malevolence 
in hopes that the arrow of falsehood and cunning would strike 
the target of his desires ; till meeting the Durvaish one day, 
he began to flatter him saying : " Oh thou pillar of the righte- 
ous and quintessence of the diligent, although the breeze of your 
mind pervades the pleasure-garden of royal society and of those 
who are powerful, nevertheless also the weak and humble like 
myself hope to attract your attention, because the company of 
the enlightened bestows happiness upon all hearts. 

VEKSES. 

The society of the wise confers polish to the speculum of the mind, 
The splendour of the sun lights the lamp of the moon. 

Since abimdant blessings and infinite advantages result from 
attending to the service of the pious, I venture to hope that 
any day when your attendance at Court is not required, you 
wUl condescend to illuminate the poor dwelling of your devoted 

* Asaf is supposed by Mohammedans to have been the Prime-minister of 
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servant with tlie rays of the torch of your noble presence." 
The Durvaish was overcome by the flattery and smoothness of 
his antagonist and consented. Shortly afterwards the king 
having been somewhat indisposed did not leave his Harem the 
whole day. The Durvaish remembered the promise which he 
had made to the Vizier, went to him on a visit, and was receiv- 
ed with great friendliness. Evening having set in, the guests 
again dispersed, and the Viaier said : " Since the enjoyment 
of the company of Durvaishes is one of the indications of pros* 
perity and good luck, and as such happiness does not always 
fall to our lot, I have been sitting for a long time in the lair of 
expectation, waiting that such a gift might be transferred from 
the ledger of destiny to the horoscope of my name ; I humbly 
hope that you will like the full moon condescend to abide in 
the mansion of your servant." The Durvaish stayed all night, 
and in the morning the Vizier said : '* They have cooked a 
dish in the house into which they have put a great deal of 
garlick;" and placing it before the Durvaish continued: 
" Thou receptacle of sweet converse and chosen vessel of devo- 
tion, since it is customary to prepare dishes of this kind during 
winter time each morning ; I brought you some of it, all its 
ingredients are of lawful substances and no harm will come to 
you from eating it." The Durvaish gladly accepted it, the 
Vizier however refused to touch it himself saying : " Since * 
to-day is the 14th day of the month of Showal and His Majesty's 
birth-day, it is many years that I fast on this day in conformity 
with a vow and promise which I have made." The Durvaish 
began to eat, and as the plate was very savoury he consumed 
a little more than was necessary. On account of the great 
quantity of garlick which was in it he became uneasy and a 
Kttle unwell, the Vizier however maintained that garlick had 
many advantages and salutary properties. After conversing 
for a while on this subject, the Vizier remarked : " Although 
garlick is so palatable and profitable to health in many respects, 
I feel rather astonished that our King greatly dislikes it, and 
hates every man that smells of it." In the mean time informa- 
tion was brought that His Majesty had come out from his pri- 
15 
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vate apartments. The Vizier advised the Durvaish to go a 
little to the bath in order to relieve himself of the smell of gar- 
lick, while he was going on an urgent errand to the King. As 
■oon as the Yizier made his appearance, the King asked : 
" Where is the Durvaish P" The Vizier replied : " Yesterday, 
and to-day the Durvaish was in my house, he intended to go to 
the bath, and it is probable that he is there now." The King 
continued: ''It is some time since this Durvaish is in my 
service, and indeed I have greatly profited by intercourse with 
him, I feel quite ashamed for not having hiin presented till now 
with anything worthy of him." Then turning to the Vizier he 
continued : '' You know that it is in accordance with human 
nature to expect gifts and to have desires. As I did not reward 
him for so long a time, did he utter anything like words of 
complaint about me P" The Vizier stretched out his neck and 
said quite composedly " well." The King having been made 
curious by the quietness of the Vizier said : " Tell me the 
truth." The Vizier, having thus found an opportunity, drove 
the courser of suspicion into the plain of enmity and self-inter- 
est, and writing with the pen of laudation on the page of 
flattery, began : " It is not hidden from Your exalted Majesty's 
understanding that troops of such like men are wandering about 
everywhere, and that with whatever people they might happen 
to live, they observe their ways and customs as long as they 
are with them, but as soon as they leave them, they will propagate 
a thousand erroneous notions about them, in the next place to 
which they go. These kind of persons have no fixed principles 
or religion, everything is lawful with them ; to associate with 
them is against the law of God and the prophet, the wise have 
always avoided and shunned such unhallowed companions and 
have never placed confidence in them nor entrusted secrets to 
them." The king replied : " Say at least, what have you 
heard of him with reference to me." The Vizier remarked : 
** Since he is well aware of my being a devoted servant of Your 
Majesty, he dare not say anything disparaging of you." Never- 
theless he could not altogether master his tongue but said, that 
Your Majesty had no fault and that it was^t^j^^^^ly pity your 
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breath stank a little, and that he suffered much from this cir- 
cumstance whenever he sat near Your Majesty. "When the 
wretch gave vent to such an aspersion I had a great mind to 
reprove him, but I refrained lest I should give occasion to 
malignant reports." The king was much astonished at this 
speech, still he supposed that the Yi2der might have uttered it 
from interested motives. In the mean time the Durvaish made 
his appearance, and as the bad odour of garlick was still impreg- 
nating his mouth, he seated himself in a much lower place than 
usual ; the Yizier went out, and the king was as friendly to 
the Durvaish as before, still the words of the Yizier weighed 
upon his mind. He called the Durvaish to approach nearer, 
when he perceived that he was in a more humble position than 
usual, the Durvaish however begged his pardon and did not 
move from his place. Then the King himself arose and went 
near him ; but as the Durvaish had heard from the Yizier that 
the effluvia of garlick were extremely disagreeable to the Xing, 
he retreated gradually backwards lest the odour of it should 
reach His Majesty, and every time he addressed him, he turned 
his face in the opposite direction. When the king perceived 
this, he said to himself: " Apparently the Yizier is quite 
right ; this is the consequence of showing kindness to a mean 
fool ; I must punish him, and that in such a way that nobody 
shall become aware of it, nor I be accused of being of a change- 
able disposition and of discarding my favourites, lest any Dur- 
vaishes should in future be shy of my society.'^ The King 
happened to possess a country-house at a distance of two Fara- 
sangs from the city where he kept several slaves whom he had 
commanded that, whenever it should become necessary to kill 
individuals without the knowledge of anybody, to behead any 
person or persons coming to them, provided with a small letter 
in his own handwriting, even if they were his own children. 
In this way the King caused several malefactors to be executed 
by them, neither was any living soul aware of the arrangement 
except himself and these slaves. He intended to get the 
Durvaish despatched in this manner, and with this intention he 
said to him : " I know that you must feel melancholy in this 
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strange country and that yon should like to revisit your father- 
land ; and as I have not hitherto assisted you, I wrote now a 
bill of exchange for one thousand dinars which I hereby give to 
ydu, to defray your expenses on the road. In my country-house 
you will meet some of my attendants who shall give you ready 
cash for your paper/* The Durvaish took leave from the King 
and departed, and meeting the Vizier informed him of his dis- 
nussal and showed him his bill, telling him at the same time 
that he was not aware where the country-house was. The Vizier 
apprehended, that if the Durvaish could not receive the cash he 
would again return to Court, so he said : " Friend Durvaish I 
shall give you the money myself if you will leave the bill with 
me ; the Durvaish accordingly delivered the paper received the 
cash and went his way. As the Vizier was quite ignorant of 
the arrangement in the country-house, he concluded after a few 
days' time to make a pleasure excursion to it ; he accordingly 
set out, and having found the place, showed his bill to the ser- 
vants who immediately surrounded him, drew their swords and 
cut him to pieces. 

VERSES. 

The world is a place of retribution, 

It is like a mirror, it shows you your image. 

It is one of the maxims of the wise that as rust hides the 
splendour and polish of a mirror, in the same way envy veils 
and tarnishes all good qualities. This also appears from the 
following : — 



STORY XXV. 



Once upon a time there was a merchant in Yemen of the 
name of Ehojah BasUr who was adorned with external jnd in- 
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temal good qualities ; he enjoyed the intimacy of the King's 
society and the star of his good luck was so much in the ascen- 
dant with the King's favour that the splendour of the lamps of 
his presence was constantly illumining the courtly assembly of 
Eoyalty, which could never for a moment dispense with it. The 
king was accustomed to avail himself of his advise in all grave 
and subtle circumstances and used to reward him with various 
favours. His Majesty happened however to have a Vizier of an 
invidious disposition^ the merchandize of whose unhappy temper 
was neither current nor acceptable in the warehouse of humane 
qualities. This Yizier hated Khojah Bashir on two accoimts, 
firstly because the Khojah was superior to him in ability, and 
secondly because he was much in the King's intimacy. He thus 
reasoned with himself: '^It is probable thatthe King may become 
alienated from me and may confer the Yizierate upon Khojah 
Bashir. It is everybody's duty to look after his own affairs and to 
endeavour to remove his enemies ; as long as Khojah Bashir con- 
tinues to drink from the cup of life and dresses in the robe of 
royal favours, the colour of distress will never become rubbed 
off from the face of the sun of my quietude ; nor will my heart 
rest in peace for one moment. Therefore I must make the ut- 
most efforts and concoct a plan in consequence whereof Kojah 
Bashir will not only lose the regards of the king but the latter 
will either kill, or exile him from this city." The Vizier was 
day and night meditating on this subject, until on a certain 
occasion he happened to be privately with the Sultan, made use 
of his opportunity and said : 

VERSES. 

'^O kiog of high lineage and great power, 

By thy existence the throne's glory is honored. [sphere I 

May the flag of thy prosperity and grandeur always adorn the 
The very dust of tJiy court brightens the eye of dignity ! 

As according to the canons of government and the adminis- 
tration of affairs Yiziers are called the keys of tiie treasury of 
regulations of business, and the bankers of the good and evil 
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transactions, of the governments of honored potentates, I venture 
to trouble Your Majesty about a matter which has taken place 
in opposition to the customs of obedience." The king said : 
** Speak.'* The Vizier continued : " Two things injure the 
edifice and the dignity of a government : one is to esteem lightly, 
honorable and respected, and the other is to exalt mean natur- 
ed and nameless individuals. Every one who seeks the shadow 
of the Hom&i of prosperity and of royalty, must for several rea- 
sons keep in mind these two things. Khojah Sashir the mer- 
chant, who is placed on the upper seat of Your Majesty's pro- 
ximity and regard, is a man of low extraction, a criminal, and 
notorious for his immorality. His wife is an adulteress who has 
stepped out of the pale of modesty, and hesitates not to be pre- 
sent and to roam in all assemblies and crowds, nor to associate 
with all sorts of vagabonds and profligate persons ; and it is a 
matter of astonishment that with all your perfections and wis- 
dom Your Majesty has fallen into this heedlessness.'' As the 
king had many times tried the character of Eojah Sashir on 
the touch-stone of examination and experience, and had never 
discovered a flaw upon the gem of his essence and qualities ; he 
was amazed, and refusing to assent to the insinuations of the 
Vizier, said : " It is scarcely possible that I should associate 
with a man of that description ; I have found him perfect and 
the pure gold of his morals void of the dross and alloy of vices, 
what you say about his character is far from probable, and you 
must establish your assertion by witnesses and proofs, that I 
may believe it, or else I shall punish you with the utmost severi- 
ty." The Vizier regretted and repented of what he had said, 
but asked the king for one week's respite, and during that time 
his mind was day and night wandering like a pen over the 
plain of composition, and meditating by what ruse he might 
strike the lightning of defamation into the granary of the mo- 
desty of Khojah Bashir's wife. In that town there happened to 
be a deceitful old hag who was skilled in all sorts of cunning 
tricks ; this woman he called and after anointing all the limbs 
of her expectations with the oil of promises he said to her : 
" There is an engagement between me and the king, and for that 
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purpose you must in any way you possibly can, bring to me a 
sign from Khojah Bashir's wife." The bag said : " By my soul ! 
I shall endeavour my utmost to do you this piece of service.*' 
The next day the hog put on an old torn dress like a poor and 
destitute person ; went to the house of Khojah Bashir, as if to 
beg, and wished to enter ; the porter however prohibited her 
and she said : " accursed one, hast thou not heard, that. 

VERSES. 

Whoever impedes the begging of a mendicant, 
Is a mean wretch who will go to hell. 

What loss will accrue to thee if I go into the prosperous house 
of the Khojah and the ant of my hope gains a grain of profit from 
the store-house of his succour?" She again put forth the foot of 
effort to obtain admission, but the porter placed a staff before her 
and exclaimed : " The Khojah is in the king's service, and I can- 
not allow any one to enter without his permission." The old 
woman hereupon threw herself on the ground, and shouted : 
" The dooT-keeper has killed me." She bit and woimded her limbs 
with her own teeth, besmeared them with blood and lamented : 
" Alas ! My little ones will be orphans !" When the wife of the 
Khojah heard the clamour of the hog she sent the exmuchs out, 
and when they arrived they perceived an old woman lying on 
the ground with all her members wounded and apparently in 
the agony of death. They asked: " Who art thou, and what has 
happened to thee ?" She replied: " I am a poor weak old woman 
and have come to the prosperous mansion of the Khojah with 
the hope of obtaining assistance, but in consequence of my un- 
founded expectations my life has fallen a prey to the winds of 
annihilation on account of the beating inflicted upon me by the 
door-keeper." The eunuchs blamed the porter saying : " Un- 
fortunate man ! The removal of misfortunes and the attainment of 
high degrees are connected with the advent [and relief] of men- 
dicants. Art thou not ashamed for having so unmercifully 
stricken an old beggar-woman?" The door-keeper swore to 
the untruthfulness of her assertions, and related the case ; the 
eunuchs bore the news to the Lady of the Khojah who was very 
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kind-herarted and who said : " Bring the poor creature in by all 
means, that I may investigate her case, for destitute persons 
and Durvaishes are the caravan of God's mercy and pity ; and 
to injure them kindles the flame of His ire/' The eunuchs wrap- 
ped the hog into a carpet and conveyed her into the presence of 
the spouse of the Khojah, who immediately administered, 
various perfumes, such as castor, sandal, and aloe, to 
her nostrils ; after a while the old woman opened her 
eyes and let lose the General of the caravan of deceit (namely 
her tongue) in praises and good wishes for the Lady of the 
Khojah ; saying : " Noble Madam ! May you obtain the appro- 
bation of God and may your future circumstances be still more 
prosperous than your past ones ! Had my weak limbs not been 
strengthened by the balsam of your kindness, the stamina of my 
life would have been disturbed by the grasp of death in conse- 
quence of the ill-treatment experienced by me from the door- 
keeper, and my little children would have been afflicted by the 
bitter poison of becoming orphans." Then she began freely to 
weep and to lament, saying : " treacherous destiny, thou hast 
thrown me into the heart-burning flames of the death of my hus- 
band Khojah T&vus ; was it not enough to deprive me of so great 
a blessing, and to subject me to the trials of poverty and to com- 
pel me precariously to look for a maintenance for my children, 
find to induce me to imdertake steps which my slaves would 
have been ashamed of. noble lady ! I was a woman of honor 
and reputation, and of a high family ; but the reverses of for- 
time have deprived me of my husband and property, and have 
driven me away from the mansion of tranquility and comfort. 
Every day a thousand worthy and destitute persons were suppli- 
ed from the table of my bounty ; one day however I sent a 
mendicant away empty-handed from my door, and for that rea- 
son the torrent of diminution has overthrown the castle of my 
affluence and has reduced me to this needy condition. The poor 
are the spies of the palace of monotheism, to give them alms and 
to treat them well is an occasion of the increase of the vernal 
garden of the favour of the Most High ; but to disappoint them 
brings on the destruction of the palace of comfort and jUfe. 
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VERSES. 

If thou debarrest a beggar of aid, 
Thou wilt enjoy no pleasure. 
The prayer of a mendicant, 
Will preserve thee from ill-luck. 
Give thy offals to the poor, 
That thou mayest always prosper. 

O respected and noble lady, the great fame of Ehojali Bashir's 
liberal disposition has this day induced me to apply at this place ; 
I ea^rly came to obtain a morsel of your bounty, but as such 
an accident has befallen me, God be praised, what other 
remedy is there but patience and gratitude ? 

VERSE. 
What use is there to contend with fate V* 

By this speech she had so well sown thQ seeds of weeping 
and lamentation in the net of incantation and had so dexterous- 
ly sung the threnody of her sadness and poverty that the un- 
suspecting bird of the simpleness of the Xhojah's spouse was 
taken in the meshes of her ruse ; the lady began spontaneously 
to weep, to comfort her, to beg her pardon for the injuries she 
had received, and said : " VS^'ait imtil the Elhojah returns home 
firom the service of the king, and I shall give the gold and silver 
enough to sp^nd the rest of thy life in comfort, and thou wilt 
not be in need any more to make demands on any one's libera- 
lity. Though thou seest much property here, I am nevertheless 
unable to dispose of any of it without my husband's permission." 
The old hag waited till evening, but as no signs of the Khojah's 
arrival appeared, she said : " Honored lady ! The Khojah has 
not yet come, and my little children who kno^v that I have to-day 
taken refiige at this threshold, are expecting to participate in his 
bounty." The wife of the KhojsJi divested herself of a costly 
robe which she had on her body, handed it to her^^nd said : 
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" This dress is my own property, sell it this evening, and provide 
for your orphans, until I get something handsome from the 
Khojah in the morning/' The woman took the garment, went 
immediately to the Vizier's house and said : " I have obtained 
an evident sign from Khojah Bashir's wife.'* The Vizier was 
extremely rejoiced and proceeded that very night to the king, 
after the Khojah had departed to say his prayers, and show^ 
the dress, saying ; " May the spheres always revolve according 
to the will of Your Majesty, and may the sun of your prosperity 
shine in the zenith of good fortune. Your humble servant has 
brought something to prove the guilt of Khojah Bashir's wife, 
and though she always comes to me ; I have, in consideration 
of my virtue, on account of the favour which I enjoy from Your 
Majesty, and for the sake of the good will which I bear towards 
Khojah Bashir, dissuaded her from improprieties, and not 
admitted her ; last night however I have for the purpose of 
obtaining a proof, sent some one for her ; she has been with me 
till morning, and this is the sign of her presence. Even this 
evening she came, but I sent her away ; let this robe be shown 
to Khojah Bashir, and if he does not recognize it, I shall find 
means to give him the particulars." The king was greatly 
displeased, the Vizier depai'ted, and when Khojah Bashir again 
returned the king said nothing during that night ; the Khojah 
slept there according to his custom, and when the Belle of 
morn invested herself with the robe of dawn and seated herseK 
in the edifice of the Orient, the king showed the garment to 
Elojah Bashir, and addressed him thus : " Last night the police 
have met a crowd of thieves and have taken this dress from 
them ; wonder whose it may be ? " As soon as the Khojah's eye 
alighted on the garment he recognized it, trembled, lost his 
colour and exclaimed : " This dress belongs to one of the house- 
hold of your servant, but as it is sometime since I am in waiting 
on Your Majesty and have no news about my family, I cannot 
tell what has happened." The King smiled and said : " You 
mean wretch are you not ashamed to keep so guilty a woman in 
your house, who spends every night in the company of another 
lover ! Last night your wife has till morning been in the house 
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of the Yizier, and this dress has been brought as a proof of it. 
It is my fault of having admitted such an unprincipled fellow 
into my society." Khojah Bashir was dumb-founded, but ashe had 
not the least suspicion about his wife's modesty and innocence, 
he knew that the Vizier had played off some ruse upon the king, 
whom he was unable to imdeceive, and who was so excited that he 
immediately issued orders for Khojah Bashir's execution ; the 
officers took the latter from the palace and conveyed him to the 
place where he was to be beheaded. The Khojah had a slave who 
was so greatly attached to him that he never left him, that boy 
ran in this emergency to the house and informed his master's 
wife of what had happened. The Lady said : ** There was no 
harm done, I have given away the dress in charity and for the 
sake of gaining the favour of the Most High ; nor can the promise 
which He has given with reference to the beneficent^ fail in its 
effects, and He will not allow any ill to befall the Khojah." 
She gave a purse of gold to the slave and ordered him to sur- 
render it to the executioners to induce them to delay the carry- 
ing out of the sentence upon the Khojah ; they willingly agreed 
to do so, because they had received favours from the latter when 
he was in the service of the king. In the mean time the wife 
of the Khojah threw a veil over her head and betook herself to 
the palace of the sovereign, where the Vizier also was, to pre- 
vent any interference that might be attempted to rescue the 
Khojah. The lady however raised a tumxdt and shouted : 
** O King ! I seek justice from the tyranny and unrighteous- 
ness of the.Vizier ! " The king replied : *' What great injustice 
has the Vizier done to thee ? The wife of the Khojah con- 
tinued : *' I am at all times a stipendiary of grandees, and iu 
this way I gain my livelihood ; now it is almost fifteen years 
since I wait upon the Vizier ; he promised to give me nine 
hundred dirhems annually ; now however he confides in his 
high station, and has not given me a single dinar ; last night 
when I asked for what is due to me he wanted to kill me." 
The Vizier was amazed and on being interrogated by the king he 
said : *' This woman speaks the untruth ! I swear by the precious 
head of Tour Majesty, that I have never seen nor know her I" 
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The lady said : " He made a false oath by the head of his bene- 
&ctor ; let him write down his assertion and if his treachery 
becomes evident to Tour Majesty let him be punished accord* 
ingly !" The Vizier arose and scrutinized the face, the stature 
and height of the lady, and wrote a declaration that he had 
never seen nor kno^rn this woman, and that if his assertion 
proved untrue he woxdd resign his life and leave his blood to 
be licked by the dogs of the king. After the Vizier had writ- 
ten and sealed this paper and given it to the king, the lady 
exclaimed : " Let it not remain imknown to the exalted mind 
of Tour Majesty that I am the wife of Khojah Bashir the mer- 
chant, on account of whom this tyrannical and tmjust indivi- 
dual has, to satisfy his hatred and envy towards him, concocted 
this stratagem with reference to me. God the Most High has 
said, that whoever uses cxmning towards another will also be 
* over-reached by cunning." She explained the matter fully and 
said : " As the Vizier declares that he does not know me, how 
can I have been his mistress for years ?" The king became 
convinced of the treachery of the Vizier, who was overwhelmed 
with shame and fell into the agonies of death. The king order- 
ed Khojah Bashir to be immediately brought back from the 
place of execution, the lady returned to her house ; the old hag 
was produced and examined, but woxdd not make a clean breast 
of the matter xmtil the instruments of torture were produced, 
when she spoke as follows : — " As women are of an imperfect 
tmderstanding I cannot be guilty, I entered the h6use of the 
Khojah at the instigation of the Vizier, where that virtuous 
and modest lady took off the robe from her own body and be- 
stowed it upon me for God's sake ; I disregarded her kindness 
and the greediness of my disposition induced me to transgress 
the straight path to get the reward promised to me by the 
Vizier.*' After obtaining her full explanation, and certainty 
on the subject, the king caused her and the Vizier to be sus- 
pended on the gallows. He approved the prudent demeanor 
of the wife of Khojah Bashir ; begged the pardon of the latter, 
installed him into the dignity of the Vizier, whose entire pro- 
perty he also bestowed upon him. Digitized by Google 
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STORY XXVI. 

The three deceitful Women. 



Once upon a time there were three whales of the sea 
of fraud and deceit, three dragons of the nature of thunder 
and the quickness of lightning, three defamers of honour and 
reputation, namely : three men-deceiving lascivious women* 
each of whom had from the chancery of her cunning, issued 
the diploma of turmoil to a hundred cities and countries, and 
in the arts of fraud they accounted Satan as an admiring spec- 
tator in the theatre of their stratagems. One of them was sit- 
ting in the court of justice of the Eazi's embraces, the second 
was the precious gem of the Bazaar-master's diadem of compli- 
ance, and the third was the beazle and ornament of the signet- 
ring of the life and soul of the superintendent of police. 
They were constantly entrapping the fawns of the prairie of 
deceit, with the grasp of cunning, and plundered the wares of 
the caravan of tranquillity of hearts of strangers and Acqutdn- 
tances by means of the edge of the scimitar of fraud. One day 
this trefoil of roguery met at the public-bath, and according tp 
their homogeneous nature they intermingled as intimately as 
a comb with the hair ; they tucked up the garment of amity to 
the waist of imion, entered the tank of agreement, seated them- 
selves in the hot-house of love, and poured from the dish of 
folly by means of the key of hypocrisy the water of profusion 
upon the head of intercourse ; they rubbed with the brush of 
familiarity and the soap of affection the stains of jealousies 
from each other's limbs. After a while, when they had 
brought the pot of concord to boil by the fire of mutual lauda- 
tion, they warmed the bath of association with the breeze of 
kindness and came out. In the dressing-room all three of them 
happened simultaneously to find a ring the gem of ^ 
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passed the imagination of the jeweller of destiny, and the like 
of which he had never beheld in the store-house of possibility. 
The finger of coyetousness of each of the three women pointed 
to the ring, and the right of it's possession became the object of 
dispute among them ; but after their controversy had been pro- 
tracted to an undue length, the mother of the bath-man who 
had for years practised under the sorcerer Shamsah and had 
leamt all sorts of tricks from him, stepped forward and said : 
** I am a woman that has seen the world, and I have experien- 
ced many events of this kind ; something has occurred to me 
with reference to this matter, and if you will listen to my advice 
your difficulty will be solved." The old woman continued: 
" As I am a faithful and honest person you must entrust the 
ring to me. Each of you must sow the seed of deception into 
the field of her husband's folly, and she, the arrow of whose 
fruxid will settle deepest in the target of imbecility of her 
spouse, and the rose of whose act being watered by the art 
and care of diligence will flourish more than the plants of 
her competitors, shall, after due investigation by myself, be 
put in possession of the much coveted ring." All three of 
them agreed to this proposal and surrendered the ring to the 
old hag. The wife of the Kazi said : " I shall be the first who 
writes the incantation upon the name of the Kazi." Accord- 
ingly they dressed in the robe of cunning, put on the mantle of 
deception, and departed to their respective domiciles. In the 
first place the wife of the Kazi sat down in the court of medita- 
tion and arrangement, and having for the purpose of solving 
this problem opened the Directory of falsehood, she perused it 
with great diligence, scanning it from paragraph to para- 
graph, from the preface to the conclusion. A carpenter of an 
amorous and acute disposition happened to be the Kazi's neigh- 
bour, he had for a long time paid attentions to the wife of tie 
latter, he chopped the tablet of his heart with the axe of un- 
easiness, and scratched the board of his body with the plane of 
lamentation, he was in constant motion like a saw, and though 
all his limbs were like a grating turned into eyes, and he 
was sitting on the chair of expectation he was not able to attain 

^ * Digitized by V 
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his object, so that the hatchet of longing and burning felled the 
palm-tree of his patience and equanimity, and his heart was 
perforated by the anger of this grief. As the wife of the Kazi 
was aware of the sufferings of the carpenter she called her 
confidential slave-girl and said to her : " thou Violet of the 
garden of harmony the flower of whose body I cherish since so 
long a time in the parterre of education ! I have a little busi- 
ness which I mean to absolve this day by the aid of thy inti- 
macy ; if thou wilt accomplish it cheerfully, I shall ransom thee 
with my own money, and rejoice thy heart with various gifts/' 
The girl replied : " Whatever my mistress orders, is my duty 
to perform/' The wife of the Kazi said : " Go unobserved by 
any one to the carpenter and tell him, that the flame of his 
love has taken effects upon my heart, that I am aware of his 
having suffered torments on account of my unkindness, and that 
on the day of resurrection I shall have to answer for the suffer- 
ings I caused to him ; I am quite embarrassed on this subject, 
and in order to remove this awful responsibility I am prepared 
now to make good my past transgressions and to meet him if 
he will dig a subterraneous passage between this house and his 
dwelling, that we may be enabled to pluck the roses of mutual 
love whenever we choose, and commimicate freely by means of 
this mine." The maid went to the carpenter and caused by the 
nectar of her eloquence this message to bloom in the carpenter's 
garden of hope ; he presented the girl with one thousand dinars 
and said : 

VERSES. 

" I would ransom thee with my life, O idol of the garden of purity ! 
I shall gird my loins for thy service, in a hundred thousand places. 

It is a life- time since I am burning on the thread of the ex- 
clusion and separation, and am putting the collyrium of long- 
ing into the eye of desire to behold that paragon of the world. 

YEBSES. 
Melancholy for thee inspires my breast, 
Desire for thee permeates my heart. 
Thy behests I shall never disobey, 
Thy wiU I shall follow with my souL^igitizedbyLjOOgle 
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The carpenter dug a spacious passage between the two houses 
and the lady arrived by means of it in her lover's domicile. 
When the carpenter beheld the Jacob's house of mourning of 
his heart illuminated by the Joseph's lamp of the coveted 
interview, he sad : 

VERSES. 

Welcome my faithful idol, 
My hut is tjie envy of paradise. 
Come moon-like mistress come^ 
Come tender sweet-heart come. 
Thy elegant speech is coquetry, - 
Thy gate is graceful like the rose. 
Thou art the cynosure of love, 
Thou art the model of tenderness." 

After reciprocal congratulations and compliments that title- 
page of the ledger of amorous intrigues said to the carpenter : 
** To-morrow I shall come here and you must bring the Kazi 
to marry me to you." When she had explained the particulars 
of this matter to the carpenter he drew the hand of obedience 
over the eyes of compliance, and when on the next day the Kazi 
of mom placed the seal of brilliancy on the volume of the fir- 
mament, and the Sheikh-sim seated himself upon the carpet of 
the Orient and manifested himself by the consequences of light 
and brightness ; the Kazi hastened from his Harem to the court 
of justice, the tender mistress however betook herself to the 
house of the carpenter, who forgot the grief of separation, 
dressed himself in gaudy clothes, waited on the Kazi and said : 
" spreader of the superfices of the law, and strengthener of 
the pillars of the affairs of mankind : 

DISTICH. 
No matter in this world can be arranged without thy intervention." 

When the Kazi perceived from this allocution that the car- 
penter came on business, and concluded that it might be some- 
thing profitable, he replied : ** Greeting to you ! And may the 
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mercy of God be upon your fathers and ancestors, fortunate and 
blessed man I Welcome ! Rest yourself a while, smoke tobacco 
and drink coffee, whilst you are acquainting me with your in- 
tention." The carpenter said : " O Kazi ! I am a bride-groom 
and am very restless to-day on that account ; my bride is sitting 
in the house. As the moon is this day in the first mansion of 
the Balance ; and in the two hours and nine minutes that are 
elapsing of the day, it has a triangular aspect with the sim, 
a hexagonal one with Jupiter, is in opposition to Mercury out 
of the influence of the scorpion and the remaining ill-boding 
influences, therefore I am of good cheer, and as the hour to 
tie the matrimonial knot, is quite propitious, I request 
your lordship quickly to perform the ceremony.'* As 
soon as the Kazi heard about a wedding, he put the turban 
of covetousness on his head, took the rosary of thanksgivings 
into his hand, and went with the carpenter to the house of the 
latter ; when he entered he exclaimed : "Open, opener of por- 
tals V* But when his eye alighted on the bride, he recognized 
in her the mistress of his own Harem, a thousand suspicions 
beset him, he nevertheless composed himself as well as he was 
able, but said to himself. " This is a very wonderful business, 
and I have never seen two persons resembling each other so 
much." Whilst he thus plunged the pen of his mind into the 
inkstand of meditation and amazement, the carpenter ex- 
claimed : " My Lord ! The time is passing, and what is the use of 
delaying !" The Kaiji looked up and again scrutinized the female 
but found no difference between her and his own wife, so he 
exclaimed : " Praise be to God ! There is no power nor strength 
but by His will !" He put his hand to his breast and said : " What 
memory is this !" And arose from his place. The carpenter 
said : " Kazi are you going ?" The Kazi replied : *' My good 
fellow my *key of prosperity' has been left in the house, and 
there is a prayer in it that must be recited before pronoun- 
cing the matrimonial formula, to procure mutual enjoyment for 
the newly married couple.*' Accordingly he went to the house 
but was forestalled by his spouse who entered it through the 
passage and laid down on her bed. When the Kazi arrived 
17 
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he saw his wife in this position and said : " I ask pardon from 
God from all that displeases Him in words, deeds, thoughts or 
intentions. To what a strange suspicion have I given way ! 
May God forgive me !" When the woman heard these exclama- 
tions she yawned and turned from one side to the other, saying : 
** Violet ! Did not I tell you not to allow any one to enter this 
room that I might repose for a while." The Kazi replied : " Be- 
loved partner ! There is no stranger, excuse me, and pardon me 
for having harboured evil suspicions concerning thee." The 
wife said : " Perhaps you have turned mad P" The Kazi again 
returned to the carpenter's house but his spouse had preceded 
him and was sitting in her place. As soon as he looked at her the 
same suspicions overwhelmed him and he exclaimed in amaze- 
ment : " Lord of glory ! I have fallen into a strange pre- 
dicament, and am as it were between two screws of the two 
horns of a dilemma, that presses me on the one hand quickly 
to perform the ceremony, and on the other, rather to procrasti- 
nat-e it." The carpenter said : " My Lord Kazi ! I see you 
despondent and hesitating in this business, and although you 
ought not to expect anything from me because I am your 
neighbour, I nevertheless give you these thousand dinars to 
hasten your proceedings, because the time is elapsing." When 
the Kazi beheld the thousand dinars he put them in his pocket 
and began : " In the name of God the merciful the clement," 
and continued to read the matrimonial formula till he arrived 
at the words : " I marry" then he perceived a black-mole on 
the corner of his wife's lip which he had so often kissed before. 
He felt uneasy and the sugar of the thousand dinars was bitter 
in the palate of his greediness, he again lowered his head into 
the collar of meditation and said: "0 assembly of genii and 
men, are you able to withdraw yourselves from tlTe precincts of 
heaven and earth P" The carpenter exclaimed : " Kazi ! 
I really do not knoW the reason of your delay, nor from the 
fountain of what pretence the water of this procrastination is 
gushing ! " The Kazi smiled and said : " carpenter ! We 
are the sureties of legal affairs, the successors of the prophets, 
and the pontiffs of the laws and canons of the ways of guidance. 
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In every afiair that we perform we must attentively consider a 
thousand subtleties, lest we might become liable to blame in 
the next world by the commission of a fault. Why are you in 
such haste, all affairs in this world succeed only by civility and 
patience, and not by confusion and impatience. Thou resemblest 
that shepherd who was one day engaged in pasturing his 
flock, and became very thirsty ; as a village was very near he 
left his sheep and entered it to look for water ; he happened to 
pass near a tree imder the shadow of which a school-master 
was teaching a crowd of boys ; after looking for a while he 
perceived the former reposing and issuing orders, and the 
latter humbly obeying him in aU things, and occupied in 
melodiously rehearsing their lessons. This sort of employ- 
ment disgusted the shepherd with his own calling and he said : 
"Whilst I am able to learn this trade, I do not see why I 
should spend my whole life to no profit by running about the 
fields with a lot of sheep ; I must exchange the profession of a 
shepherd for that of. a school-master, and then I shall spend 
my days in perfect comfort like this man.'' Accordingly he 
stepped forward and said : " My good master ! I have a 
great inclination to learn your business ; please instruct me 
in it." When the teacher looked at the figure and aspect of 
the shepherd, he was astonished and saw him to be an ignorant 
fellow who had no capacity ; for the sake of fun however he 
took a piece of paper, wrote the A B C on it and said : " Take 
a seat and read." The shepherd said : " Why do you not 
teach me from those large books?" The master replied: 
" You are a beginner now, and these cannot read books until 
they learn the alphabet." The shepherd continued : " Master ! 
What letters are you speaking about ? Please fill me with 
them now, for my flock roams about without a shepherd, and 
I have no time to sit down and to learn the A, B, C." The 
School-master smiled and drove the shepherd away. O car- 
penter ! Dq not fancy every business to be easy. Now I me- 
ditate and study how to divide the possessions of a certain 
wealthy man, who has died yesterday, among thirty-two men 
who have inherited them ; this has just occurred Jp my 



132 AMUSING STORIES. 

mind, and I was engaged in multiplication and divison/' Then 
the Kazi again glanced at the woman, began to get uneasy 
and arose. The carpenter said : *' O Kazi ! What fancy is mov- 
ing you now, and I see you so confused to-dav P" The Kazi 
replied : " This transaction is one of the greatest importance 
accoirding to the religious Law, it cannot be performed unless 
after the sacred ablution, about the completeness of which a 
doubt has just arisen in my iriind, therefore I must return to 
my house and renew it/' The carpenter answered : '* You 
can wash yourself here." The Kazi exclaimed : " No by God ! 
I never perform my ablutions with water which \ I have not 
seen before, I have all the arrangements for purification in 
my house." Accordingly he returned to his house but his 
wife went before him through the passage, sat down and was 
reading in a book when the Kazi came in and said : "I ask 
forgiveness from God, and I repent of all my sins and trans- 
gressions.'' The lady looked astonished at the Kazi and 
said : " This day I perceive the neck of your intellect con- 
fined in the halter of a lunatic fit ; how many times have you 
come and have again gone away after holding a soliloquy as 
madmen are accustomed to do. If you have become subject 
to such a distemper and do not take the proper steps to cure 
it, I shall not be your nurse.'^ The Kazi said : " Balqys* of 
the compact of prudence and innocence, to-day I have indulg- 
ed in a suspicion with reference to thee ; I have made a mis- 
take, forgive me !'' The wife replied : " The worst people 
of the world are those who indidge in evil imputations ; and 
these must be expiated.*' Accordingly she gave a few dinars 
to Violet and enjoined her to distribute them among the 
poor as a penitential expiation. The Kazi took out an apple 
from his pocket, cut it in twain, and gave one moiety to his 
wife, saying : " Though apples have many qualities, the chief 
of them is to increase conjugal love, I intend to-night to go 
to the bath.*' The Kazi kept the other half of the apple 
and went with it to the house of the carpenter; his wife 

* Name of the famous queen of Seba who visited Solomon. 
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preceded him as usual and sat down in her place^ when 
he approached her he beheld the moiety of an apple in her 
hand ; he was greatly amazed but said nothing for fear of oflFend- 
ing the carpenter ; and the latter exclaimed : " O Kazi ! Tell 
me for God's sake what you have to say, or else why is this 
going hither and thither and all this procrastination ? If this 
matter is disagreeable to you I shall bring Sheikh Juht&s or 
Mulla Allem-TJlhuda the servant of the college to perform the 
matrimonial ceremony. Eazi I expected more kindness from 
you as a neighbour^ this business is not worth so much haggling 
for, if you wish more than a thousand, take these five hundred 
dinars." When the Kazi saw the five hundred dinars he was 
over-powered by covetousness and exclaimed: "Let happen 
what will !" And shutting his eyes he continued : ** I take 
refuge with God from the lapidated Satan : I marry and couple !" 
Then his eye again alighted on the countenance of his wife, and 
saw the ruby neck-lace which he had bought for three thousand 
dinars ; he shook his head and said : " Every now and then, I 
must imconsciously stop, I do not know what is again distract- 
ing my attention,'^ and he glanced every moment at his wife. 
The carpenter exclaimed : " Kazi your amorous looks have 
convinced me, that your desires are centered on the possession 
of this woman, because your eyes unceasingly wander about her 
countenance ; if this be the case, do not make a secret of it that 
we may consult her opinion on the matter.'' The Kazi thought 
with himself, that as the carpenter was an ignorant and illi- 
terate man, he might play a trick on him and recite something 
else instead of the matrimonial formula, so that if his suspi- 
cions turned out true, he might annul the marriage; accordingly 
he sat down on his haunches and recited : " lazghara lajarg&ra 
Aftanys Salanq& D£ma Talkuv£ra, &c." Then he spoke to the 
carpenter : *' Say : ' I agree !' " But as the carpenter had re- 
peatedly heard the matrimonial formula before, he answered : 
" Kazi ! This is a formula read to country-fellows and retainers, I 
have given the one thousand five hundred dinars to marry me like 
grandees ; I am not a child to be thus played with, this formula 
is not worth more than twenty dinars ; either return me my 
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money or recite the proper manly formula/' The Kazi replied : 
" Carpenter you are but a working man, why do you entertain 
such high pretensions ; I have just now read for you the formula 
which I made use of in marrying MuUa Abdullah the house- 
holder in the market; you want another formula used for 
grandees, scholars and judges, and to give me the head-ache." 
The carpenter replied : " I also covet science and distinction.*' 
The Kazi rejoined : " How will you convince me of that." The 
carpenter continued : " I know the story of the ' Sun and Moon,' 
I have heard the tale of * Saifulmulook and BadiaS, Aljumal' 
also ; I have likewise seen ' the road to the mosk ;' my father 
used to pass once every day near the school-house of MuUa 
Namatullah Kylak." The Kazi said : " There is no science 
nor perfection higher than this, I did not know the degree or 
limit which thou hast attained." In consequence of the irony 
of the Kazi, the carpenter put a feather in his bonnet and said : 
" There is no excuse." The Kazi attempted to begin the for- 
mula, but when he looked at the half of the apple that was in 
the hand of the lady, he said : " Woman ! Give me this apple." 
She complied, the Kazi took out the other half from his pocket, 
and by placing the two halves against each other he found 
them to fit exactly." The carpenter exclaimed : " Kazi ! 
Apparently some jugglery is going on here, what cunctation 
are you subject to, at every moment !" The Kazi replied : " I 
have done this to produce conjugal love between you." Then 
he again arose and wanted to go to his house for the purpose of 
verifying his surmises ; but the woman turned to the car- 
penter and said : " Poolish man ! Hast thou brought me here to 
marry or to make a laughing-stock of me ? I have never seen 
such proceedings, I think his eyes have become subject to [the 
disease called] pearl- water." The Kazi took no notice of these 
words but hastened to his house, where his wife met him with 
the words : " Kazi thou resemblest those people who have 
the pearl- water in their eyes." The Kazi replied : " There is no 
God but God ! The other woman has spoken the same thing ; 
tell me at any rate what distemper the pearl-water is." His 
wife replied : '* Pearl- water is a humor arising from heavy 
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particles in the stomach, rising into the head, and from 
thence descending into the eye-lids, which injures the eyes, so 
that different persons appear to be the same, and cannot be 
distinguished from each other ; if this malady is not cured it 
degenerates into cecity/' The Kazi replied : " Perhaps this 
is because I have not kept my depraved appetite in subjection. 
Several days ago I was with the Superintendent of the Police 
of the town in the house of K£vas the Armenian who had died ; 
we went there to take an inventory of his goods and chat- 
tels for the Ameer ; the children of Khojah Kdvas had by 
way of a sweet-meat baked something with hog's blood ; as 
as I was hungry and this food happened to be delicious, I 
eat somewhat freely of it, and as it had been prepared from 
the property of the deceased man, it may possibly have had 
its consequences." He again returned to the carpenter's house 
and when he beheld his wife, he stole glances from her, she 
became however angry and said to the carpenter : " This 
fellow, is every now and then casting amorous glances at me, and 
through my connection with thee I have lost my reputation ; 
either drive him away or renounce my company." The Kazi 
said : " Respected virgin and honourable lady, in all matters 
consideration is useful, because the Turks have said : " Artig 
chdrig yarturiashy beleh tos." The carpenter lost his patience 
and exclaimed : *'You have nearly killed me with your 
folly and loquacity, I do not wish any longer for marriage, 
if thou hast considered this woman worthy of thy Harem 
why hast thou for so long a time been undecided ?" "Whilst 
the carpenter was thus talking they heard the voice of the 
Muezzin, and he exclaimed : "Alas ! It is noon, the propitious 
hour has elapsed !" The Kazi said : " You are a carpenter, 
you know how to handle the saw and the axe, to make windows 
and doors, what idea have you about the rotation of the spheres, 
about good and bad stars and hours ? This science belongs - 
to our profession. Accordingly he pulled out an almanack 
from his pocket and said : *' The moon is a luminary of quick 
motion, yesterday it has entered the sign of the Balance, but 
has 80 quickly travelled through the degrees that it^feela 
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tired to-day and is still reposing, nor will it travel to-morrow. 
From to-day till to-morrow wedding-dinners and all sorts of 
other banquets are propitious ; now I shall go to my house and 
prepare a medicine for the pearl-water of my eyes ; because 
it will very probably hinder me from studying." The carpen- 
ter however took hold of one side of the Kazi and the woman 
of the other and said : *' Perhaps the affairs of this world are 
only a play. By God ! We shaU not let thee go ere thou 
tiesfc the matrimonial knot." The Kazi rejoined : " Let me 
go, or else I shall immediately write a mandate for the capital 
punishment of both of you." They said : " May the columns of 
the house of Khojah Ratyl the merchant fall upon you, 
if you do us the least harm." The Kazi turned his face to- 
words heaven and said: "0 Judge of the court of justice of 
destiny ! Protect me from the evil of all mad persons and 
from all malefactors, and grant me health and peace ! Thou 
judgest, thou art the sovereign judge !" The Kazi had no 
other remedy but to marry the woman to the carpenter ; 
and as at that time it was customary for the bride to kiss 
the hand of the Kazi after the termination of the ceremony, the 
woman stepped forward to do so; the Kazi however was so anxious 
to have a new mark by which to confront his wife, that he struck 
her a blow with his fist on the jaws so that they bled profusely. 
Then he immediately ran to his own house where he was met 
by his wife disfiguring her own face, scratching it, and exclaim- 
ing : " I renounce to such an adulterous husband, who is carry- 
ing on intrigues with the carpenter's wife." The woman and 
her maidens took the Kazi by the throat, pulled off his turban, 
and he fled to the street. The carpenter who had heard the 
noise, came out, and seeing him with the head uncovered, placed 
his own turban upon it, and said : " Kazi ! Women are of an 
imperfect imderstanding, and quarrels between husbands and 
wives have taken place at all times. If you have lost your 
senses this can easily be remedied by taking up your lodging 
for a few days in the mad-house, until your spouse repents of 
her deed." Accordingly the Kazi went to repose himself in 
the lunatic asylum. ^^^^^^^^ ^^ Google 
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The secret-knowing pliilomel of the musical-hall of narrativesy 
namely the pen, thus continues its melody : After the wife of 
the Xazi had severed the robe of his conjugal authority with 
the scissors of deceit, she again stitched it with the needle of 
fraud, and invested with it the bosom of the Kazi's breast of 
imbecility by means of the above narrated tricks. Then she 
sent word to her two accomplices, that she had drawn the bow 
of machination to its utmost extent by the exertion of her skill, 
that she had with the arrow thereof hit the target of the condi- 
tions stipulated, and that now the field was free to them for the 
display of their cunning. 

The blandly ambling pea-fowl of the pen continues the narra- 
tive as follows : — ^Now it was the turn of the Bazaar-master's 
wife whose tricks were of a kind to instruct Eblis in the laws of 
deceit and fraud ; she began to weigh all kinds of stratagems 
in the balance of meditation to enable her to decide what course 
of roguery would be best for her to adopt. She happened to 
httve a nurse who had likewise attained the highest degree of 
intrigue by the instigations of Eblis and was her assistant in 
all her devices ; she called this woman, and anointing with the 
balsam of flattery the limbs of her attachment, said : *' beloved 
and kind mother ! The ornaments and pictures of my house of 
fraud and cunning are the ofepring of thy instructions ; it is a 
long time since the bond of amity has become torn between me 
and my husband, in spite of all my endeavours I am unable to 
cope with his sagacity, but I trust in thy affection, and hope 
that we will be able to arrange this matter by thy assistance.** 
The nurse replied : *' Ornament of the tribe of the lovely : 

* VEESES. 

My soul is longing and my eyes waiting, 
Both to be sacrificed at thy behest. * 

As long as the child of the spirit remains in the cradle of my 
body, and the milk of motion and rest circulates in the members 
of it, I cannot avoid obeying thy commands. Digitized by GooqIc 
18 
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VERSE. 
I sincerely comply with all thy orders.'' 

The qwuse of the Bazaar-master contintied : '* As I was one 
day coming from the bath, the son of a banker was walking in 
that lane ; when the smoke of the torch of my tenderness reach- 
ed his nostrils, he fell from the courser of the inteUeet upon 
the ground of insensibility, and followed me everywhere with 
groans and sighs, but the vanity of seeing my self beloved allow- 
ed me not to sprinkle the rose-water of a glance upon the face 
of his expectation. When he arrived at the door of my house 
he sobbed and rettirned. I know that the bird of his heart is 
captivated by the pursuit after the grain of this phantom, and 
is imprisoned in the meshes of exclusion. I want thee to go to 
him, and to convey to him the following message : " From that 
day when the chamberlain of carelessness hindered me to admit 
thee to the intimacy of an interview, I dream every night feat- 
ful dreams, and am to this day at all times so much plunged 
into the drowning waters of uneasiness, that it has become plain 
to me that all this is the consequence of thy disappointment and 
exclusion ; now I wish to remedy my uncivility by promenad- 
ing a little in the gardens of thy love and attachment. As the 
Bazaar-master will be engaged tiU the morning in some business, 
the house will be unencumbered by his presence. Put on a 
woman's veil, bring wine and the requisites for amusement and 
come, that we may sweeten our palates with the honey of meet- 
ing each other." 

After the lady had despatched her nurse to the banker's son, the 
Bazaar-master arrived, and his spouse spoke to him as follows : — 
" Beloved husband ! To-morrow one of the principal ladies of 
the town whose acquaintance I have made in the bath, will come 
to me on a visit ; as it is my interest to receive her with aU 
possible civility, you must remain in the Town-hall to-morrow 
till evening, send in the supplies required for a handsome enter- 
tainment, and please to arrange everything in such a manner 
that we do not reap shame in anything," The Bazaar-master 
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lighted the lamp of acquiescence in the assembly of compliance 
and said : " Let it be so." 

When the banker of morn sat down in the shop of the hori- 
zon, and the unalloyed gold of the sun stamped in the mint of 
creation with the legend of brilliancy and light began to ascend 
towards the meridian of the sphere, the son of the banker put on 
costly garments, perfumed himself, threw oyer himself a large 
evil and taking under it a flask of ruby-colored wine, proceeded 
with a thousand joyful expectations to the mansion of hi^ mis- 
tress, who had like the crescent-moon on a festive eve gone to 
meet him ynth. open arms as far as the vestibule of the house, 
saying. 

VERSES. 

To-day my moon visits me with joy. 

And renews the covenant of love with his light. 

Thou art welcome ! For the rays of thy sun-like countenance 
have made my humble cottage the object of jealousy of the 
palaces of Europe, and deUghtfal like paradise. 

VERSES. 

Come ! For without thee I cannot endure life, 
The eye-lids of my repose meet not sleep without thee. 
I wish not for the water of immortality through Khudzur, 
Thy cheeks are not less to me than immortality. 

She took him into the interior apartments, divested him <tf 
the veil, threw the hand of amity over the neck of his affection^ 
begged his pardon for her past oflfence, entangled with kindness 
the feet of his heart in the stirrup-leathers of hope, entirely 
xmdressed him and said: **Rest thyself comfortably in this 
cecret apartment until I go and bring the requisites for com- 
pany and music, then we shall enjoy ourselves." She went out 
and said to her female attendants : " When I again go in, you 
must call the Bazaar-master into the house, and say : " Our lady 
has brought a strange man, is amusing herself with him and 
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drinking wine." Then the spouse of the Bazaar-master again 
went to the young man and kept him company^ in the mean 
time the maidens had informed her husband of what was going 
on ; he became greatly excited and sent in a servant to inquire 
The lady was perplexed and said to the youth : ** The coining 
of the Bazaar-master at this time is not without a cause, perhaps 
he has a notion of what we are doing." The youth likewise 
began to tremble over his whole body from terror and said : 
Alas ! I shall lose my life in this business. For Gtod^s sake assist 
me in this matter, for the Bazar-master is jealous, and will in- 
jure me." The lady opened a chest and said: "Conceal yourself 
in this box imtil I see what wfll come of this affair." Accord- 
ingly she locked up the young man in the cup-board, collected 
his clothes, and met her husband who was inflamed like an 
oven ; she quickly threw her hands aroimd his neck and said : 
" Darling of my soul! I see thee greatly discomposed and con- 
fused ; what is it ?" He replied : " My reason is imwilling to 
put faith in what I have heard, and I want you to tell me the 
truth." The wife smiled and said : " What thou hast heard is 
quite true. The lamp of my heart was for a long time blazing 
in the assembly of love towards a young man ; the palm-tree 
of his imagination likewise bore the fruit of attachment to me^ 
and now I have brought him and am in his company. Love is 
innate in human nature but has never manifested itself between 
me and thee. Hast thou not heard of Leila and Majnooon, nor 
read the story of Yusuf and Zuleikha P Is there any one in the 
world who has not felt the pangs of love ? He in the mother-shell 
of whose heart affection flnds no refuge, has indeed reaped no 
fruit from the spring of life. 

VERSES. 

Love is the ornament of the rose-grove of the heart, 

It i9 the guide and leader to each mansion. 

The b;peast is a lamp whose flame is love, 

The heart is a shell, and love the pearl in it. 

The lamp without a flame is the grave, 

Without a pearl the shell has no light. Digitized by GoOglc 
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Love is the fruit of the tree of life, 
Love is the gem of the crown of attractions. 
Without love the soul is shrunk up, 
Who is not loving is like dying. 

O Bazaar-master, there is no man nor woman who has not 
tasted the pleasures of this passion, it is inherent in Kfe, and ita 
exhilarating breezes invigorate the rose-garden of politeness. 
There is no animate being whose nostrils have not been perfumed 
by the fragrance of the garden of love, perhaps I have no heart 
and am no human being ? How long shall I dwell with thee ? 
In all circumstances a change of climate will become necessary* 
It is a long time since my unfortunate friend has been prostra-^ 
ted on the bed of sickness for the love which he bears to me, and 
on account of his exclusion. Humanity and compassion are the 
chief corner-stones of Islam, and what shall I answer on tho 
day of resurrection if I do not act in compliance with these two 
duties? Hast thou not heard that a mendicant must not be 
sent away unrelieved, and that if an ant creeps away with one 
grain the stores of the bars will not be diminished. 

VERSES. 

No harm befalls the granary, 
If a poor ant obtains half a grain. 

A hundred thousand persons drink water from one foun- 
tain, and several people eat fruit from one date-tree. What 
deficiency will be entailed upon the rose grove of my ten- 
derness, if the odour of a rose brings tranquillity to the nos- 
trils of an unforunate man ? Quench the thirst of a sitient 
man with a drop of water, and rescue a fainting one from the 
labyrinth of distress; because good acts are a dam to mis- 
fortunes. Be not melancholy O Bazaar-master, for in the 
banquet of my existence the plates of my tender delicacies 
are so numerous that a thousand persons like thyself may 
be satisfied by them for many years.'* The Bazaar-master 
said with astonishment : *' Worthless, foolish and vain person, 
what senseless words are you saying P" The wife replied : 
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" I swear by the gratitude due for thy affection and friend^ip, 
that everything I said was only fun and dissimulation; but 
if you have any doubts on the subject, come and see with 
your own eyes." Accordingly she led the way and her husband 
followed her until he reached the door of the house. When 
the Bazaar-master beheld the clothes, the arrangements for 
drinking and the decorations, he began to blaze up like a 
flame, and to ferment like a tub of wine ; in fact he was q|uite 
beside himself and asked : " Where is the young man I**' 
iShe replied : " He is in the chest, I have concealed him 
in it ; if you do not believe it take the key, open and 
see." The Bazaar-master took the key, the lady bxirst into- 
laughter, clapped her hands together and exclaimed : '* I re- 
member but you forget !" Her husband threw away the keyfr 
and said : " Miserable woman, you have destroyed my pati^^ 
ence ; was it worth the while thus to trifle with my affection ?" 
With these words he left the house, but while the conversa- 
tion lasted the young man was, as if suspended between death 
and life. When it was evening the woman opened the oup-^ 
board and said to him : *' Leave the place quickly, and remove 
the spectacle of this intention from your eyes ; fwr you were 
near being invested with the robe of a lover.'' The young 
man thanked God for having preserved his life, and fled 
precipitately. 

After the bird of the Bazaar-master's wife had laid this 
egg in the nest of deceit, she informed the spouse of the 
superintendent of police, that she had likewise spread her 
net and had captured the coveted game, and that now the 
field being free, she was prepared to see what fruit the tree 
of her friend's accomplishments would bear. 

The narrator of this tale causes the rose-bud of his rhetoric 
to bud from tte dew of composition as follows : — 

When the wife of the superintendent of police was apprized 
that her turn had come, she revolved and meditated for some 
time what trick she was to play off upon her lord, and after 
having come to a conclusion she said one evening to her hus- 
band : — " To-morrow I wish that we should both enjoy ourselves 
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at home without interruptions, and I mean to prepare some 
cakes." The gentleman repKed : " Very well my dear ! I also 
longed for such an occasion/' The lady had a servant who was 
very obedient and always covered with the mantle of attachment 
to her. The next morning she called this boy and said to him : 
** It is a long time since I contemplate the hyacinth grove of 
day symmetrical stature ; I know that thou travellest constantly 
and faithfully on the road of compliance with all my wishes, 
4^d that thou seekest to serve me. I have a little business 
which I wish thee to do for me." The servant replied : " I 
shall be happy to comply." The Lady gave him one thousand 
dinars and said : " Go to the convent which is in our vicinity ; 
there will be Kalandars* in it, give these thousand dinars to 
one of them a.nd say : " A prisoner whom the Amyr had sur» 
rendered to the police, has escaped last night, he resembles thee 
greatly, and as the superintendent of the police is unable to 
give an account to the Amyr, he has sent a man to tak& 
thee instead of the escaped criminal. I have compassion for 
thee and mean to rescue thee ; take this sum of money, give 
me thy dress, and flee from this town ; for if thou remainest 
in it till morning thou wilt be subjected to torture and wilt 
have to lose thy life." 

The servant acted as he was bid, brought the garments and 
handed them to his mistress. When it was morning the spouse 
of the superintendent of police said to her husband : " I know 
that you wished to eat sweet-meats for a long time and if 
you will allow me, I shall make some to-day." The superin- 
tendent answered : " Very well !" His wife made all her pre- 
parations and commenced to bake the sweet-meats. The gen- 
tleman said : " Last night a theft was committed in a certain 
place and I sat up late, to extort confessions ; and as I have 
spent a sleepless night, I feel tired and wish to repose a Kttle.'^ 
The lady replied : " Very well !" Accordingly the superin- 
tendent of the police reclined on the pillow of rest, and 
when the sweet-meat was ready his wife took a little and after 

* Kalanda/r is a kind of monk among the Mahommedans, who shaves his head 
and heard, and abandons all possessions. Digitized by CjOOqIc 
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putting an opiate into it she handed it to her husband and 
said : "' How long will you sleep P To-day is a, day of feasting 
and pleasure, not of sleep and laziness. Lift up your head and 
see whether I have made the sweets according to your taste 
or not ?" The gentleman raised his head, swallowed a piece 
of the hot cake and again relapsed to his bed ; the morsel was 
still in his throat when consciousness left, and a deep sleep over- 
whelmed him. His wife immediately undressed him, and put on 
him the garments of theKalandar; the servant shaved his beard 
and made some tatoo marks on his body. When the night set in 
the lady called her servant and said : '' Hyacinth ! Be kind 
enough to take the superintendent on thy back, and carry him 
to the convent instead of that Kalandar, and if he wishes to re- 
turn to the house in the morning, do not let him.'' Hyacinth 
obeyed, and towards dawn the supenntendent recovered his 
senses a little ; but as the opiate had made his palate very bit- 
ter, he became extremely thirsty. He fancied that he was in 
his own house, tikerefore he exclaimed: "Narcissus! Bring 
water!'' The other Xalandars awoke from sleep, and after 
hearing several shouts of this kind, they fancied that the crapula 
from Bhang* had taken effect upon him, and said : '^ Poor 
fellow ! The Narcissus is in the garden, this is the convent of 
sufferers, and there are green garments enough here. Arise 
and sober thyself, for the morning and harbinger of benefits as 
well as of the acquisition of the victuals for subsistence is ap- 
preaching." Wh«i the superintendent heard these words he 
thought that they were a dream, because he had not yet fully 
recovered his senses. He sat quietly, but was amazed on be* 
holding the vaults and ceiling of the convent ; he got up, looked 
at the clothes in which he was dressed and at the marks tatooed 
on his body, he began to doubt whether he was awake or 
asleep ; he washed his face and perceived that the caravan of his 
mustachios had likewise departed from the plain of his counte- 
nance ; in this state of perplexity he went out of the monastery 
«uad proceeded to his house ; there his wife with her male and 

• Bhvng an ineluiating draught made of hemp leaves, hemlock, henbane, 
cgfonm or masloc. Digitized by GoOglc 
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female servants had prepared their threats and were expecting his 
arrival. The superintendent approached the house and placed 
his hand on the knocker of the door, but was received by 
, Hyacinth who said : " Kalandar ! Whom seekest thou P" The 
superintendent rejoined : "I want to enter the house/' Hya- 
cinth continued : " Thou hast to-day evidently taken thy morn- 
ing drought of Bhang earlier and more copiously than usual, 
since thou hast foolishly mistaken the road to the convent. 
Depart ! This is not the place in which vagabond Kalandars 
are harboured. This is the palace of the superintendent of the 
police, and if the Symurg* looks with uncivility from the fast- 
ness of the West of mount Qdf at this place, the wings of its 
impertinence will at once become singed." The superintendent 
said : " What nonsense art thou speaking, go out of my way, 
for I do not relish thy imbecile prattle f but when he wanted 
to enter. Hyacinth struck him with a bludgeon on the shoulder ; 
this the superintendenjj returned with a box on the ear, and both 
began to wrestle with each other ; at that moment the lady and 
her maid-servants rushed forth from the rear and assailed the 
superintendent with sticks and stones, shouting : " This Kalan- 
dar wishes in plain day-light to force his way into the house of 
the superintendent. What a pity that the superintendent is 
sick or else this crime would have to be expiated on the gal- 
lows ! In the mean time all the neighbours assembled, and 
on seeing the shameless Kalandar's proceedings they said: 
*' Look at that impudent Kalandar who wants forcibly to enter 
the house of the superintendent." Ultimately the crowd 
amounted to more than five-hundred persons, the gentleman 
was put to flight and pursued by all the little boys who pelted 
him with stones till they expelled him from the town. 

At a distance of three Farsangs from the town there was a 
village, where the superintendent concealed himself in the 
corner of a mosk ; during the evenings he went from house to 
house and begged for food to sustain life, until his mustachio 
again grew and th6 tatooed scars gradually began to disappear. 

* A fabulous bird, literally thirty-foivh.e6^yKjOO^^ 

19 
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Whenever any one inquired for the superintendent at his 
house, he was infonned by the servants, that the gentleman was 
sick. After one month had expired, the grief of separation and 
the misery of his condition had again driven the superintendent 
back to the city ; he went to the monastery because fear hin- 
dered him from going to the house. His wife happened one 
day to catch a glimpse of him from her windows, and perceived 
him sitting in the same dress with a company of Xalandars ; 
she felt compassion for him, called the servant and said : " The 
superintendent has had enough of this !" She made a loaf of 
bread and put some opiate into it, and said : " When the 
Kalandars are asleep, you must go and place this loaf under the 
pillow of the superintendent." The servant obeyed, and when 
the gentleman awoke in the middle of the night he was surprised 
to find the loaf ; he fancied that when his companions had 
during the night returned from begging, they had placed it 
there, accordingly he eat some of it. During the same night 
the servant went there by the conmiand of the lady, took his 
master on his back and carried him home. When it was morn- 
ing the lady took off the Kalandar's clothes from her husband 
and dressed him in his own garments, and began to bake sweet- 
meats as on the former occasion. After some time the gentle- 
man began to move, and his wife exclaimed : " O superinten- 
dent, do not sleep so much ; I have told you that we shall spend 
this day in joy and pleasure, it was not fair of you to pass the 
time in this lazy way. Lift up your head and see what beauti- 
ful sweet-meats I have baked for you." When the superinten- 
dent opened his eyes, and saw himself dressed in his own clothes 
and at home, the rose-bush of his amazement again brought 
forth the flowers of astonishment, and he said : " God be 
praised ! What has happened to me." He sat up, and exclaim- 
ed : *'Wife! Things have happened to me which I can 
scarcely describe." His spouse replied : " From the uneasy 
motions which you have made in your sleep it appears 
that you must have had extraordinary drealns." The superin- 
tendent replied : " Dreams forsooth ! Since the moment I 
laid down I have experienced the most strange adventures." 
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The spouse rejoined : " Certainly ! Last night you have been 
eating food disagreeing with your constitution, and to-day the 
vapours of it have ascended into your brains, and have caused 
you all this distress." The superintendent said : " Tes ! Last 
night we went to a party in the house of Serjeant Bahman, 
there was a roasted Pillow,* of which I eat somewhat more than 
Tisual, and to-day the vapour of it has occasioned me all this 
trouble. 

Li fine, when those three champions of the lists of deceit had 
executed their stratagems, they went according to the agree- 
ment previously entered into, again to the same bath, in order to 
state their cases to the old hag who had promised to award the 
ring to the most cunning one of the three ladies, but to their 
greatest surprise they were informed that she had departed to 
another country, had outwitted them all, and had kept the 
coveted ring for herself. 

STORY XXVII. 

The cunning owl and the simple falcon. 



The honey-lotuses of the Zenith of rhetorics who capture the 
birds of narratives in the world of eloquence, begin this tale as 
follows : — 

One day the vulture of himger was soaring in the atmosphere 
of a Royal-falcon's mind. He left his nest and flew in all direc- 
tions for the purpose of finding game, until his vision settled 
on an owl perched* on a wall ; he immediately pounced upon it, 
and wanted to lacerate the breast of its life with his beak and 
talons, and to occupy himself in quenching the conflagration 

* PiUow is made of rice boiled, the grams being left whole ; upon this butter 
V poured, and satioe. It is eaten with spices, meat, fish or fowl^Bioh. Diet. 
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of hunger. The owl said : " O Potentate of the altitudes of 
the air, and of great dignity ; though your victorious lordship 
has drawn the scimitar of execution over the breast of a mean 
individual like myself, and I am in the act of giving up the 
ghost, it is scarcely convenient to address Your Highness ; but 
as those who soar in the firmament of intellect have laid it down 
as a rule that if the noble-minded and liberal meet the poor and 
the needy, they must not only not injure them but even relieve 
their necessities. I have a statement to make and with your 
permission I shall do so." The falcon said : " Speak." The 
owl continued : " king exalted like the spheres, may ever- 
lasting felicity and constant prosperity always be your obedient 
companions ! Pardon and generosity are qualities of magnani- 
mous and compassionate individuals ; every restraint of our 
inordinate desires is followed by several heavenly blessings ; 
if thy exalted nature resists an impulse of passion, thou wilt 
soon acquire all thou hast wished. 



DISTICH. 

Abandon the impulse, thou wilt succeed, 
Leave the desire, thy heart will be satisfied. 

Monarch ! The object of this exordium is to make you- 
acquainted, of my having a few days ago, when I was over- 
powered by hunger, caught a sparrow. It was my intention 
to defile my claws with his blood in order to relieve myself from 
the cravings of famine, but he said : " Do not kill me, because 
I am the parent of several small birds, and as their lives depend 
from my existence, if the latter be destroyed, the volume of 
theirs wiU likewise fall to pieces ; but if thou restrainest thy 
desire, God the beneficent donor of all gifts will abundantly 
reward thee." Accordingly I let go my hold of him, and 
seeking to please the Almighty, I gave him liberty. I remain- 
ed in expectation till evening, and when it set in, suddenly a 
creature like the Symurg descended from the air on the ruin 
wherein I dwell, and said : " O owl ! digitized by Google 
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HEMISTICH. 
To renounce desire, is to obtain it/' 

And leaving a couple of partridges near me it said : " I am 
one of the birds of the forest of mercy, my place is in the highest 
firmament, and whenever a servant becomes on account of his 
good acts worthy of obtaining a favour, I am commanded to 
convey it. These two partridges are sent thee in return of 
that sparrow whose life thou hast spared in resisting thy 
impulse. This thy deed has been acceptable to the legions 
dwelling on high, and it has been decided, that I shall bring to 
this place every evening a pair of partridges from paradise as 
a reward.'' I immediately consumed one of them and I found 
it more delicious than the meat of any animal I had ever tasted." 
The owl continued to describe and to laud the partridges so much 
that the falcon's mouth began to water for them. 

The owl said : " king ! The portals of the treasury of 
the Almighty's regard are open to those who are acquainted 
with the mysteries of compassion and mercy, and various gifts 
are ready for the humane. If your lordship sheds my blood, 
the emaciated body of your humble servant will not suflSce to 
fulfil the expectations of my Lord, and these presents brought 
to me from paradise, will fall to the lot of some imworthy crea- 
tures. If your lordship will spare my life I shall every day 
wait upon my lord with one of those partridges." The falcon 
replied : " Owl ! By these deceitful insinuations thou wishest 
to escape from my clutches. It is a wise saying : " If an enemy 
falls into our hands we must not spare him, and we must not 
give into the snares of falsehood, because antagonists will resort 
to innumerable tricks to get out of a scrape. I can by no means 
comply with thy request." The owl rejoined: "God forbid 
that I should have anything else in view but the incre^e of 
the dignity and the glory of my lord. Who am I that I should 
venture to act with reference to your lordship in any other but 
the righteous way." The falcon again coveted the partridges 
of paradise and got up from the breast of the owl, who imme- 
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diately retreated to his hole as soon as he perceived himself to 
be at liberty. The falcon however sat down near the entrance 
of the hole hoping to obtain a celestial partridge. The owl 
thanked his stars for having escaped with life, but was startled 
on beholding his enemy outside, expecting the fulfilment of the 
promise. The owl said : " O lord of the inhabitants of the 
world what your humble servant has promised cannot take 
place to-day, because all my relatives and friends have heard 
that the granary of my life had been struck by the lighting of 
your lordship's wrath, and have all come to my hut to lament 
and deplore the catastrophe ; but when they perceived me in 
safety they all began to oflfer their grateful prayers for your 
lordi^ip and were greatly rejoicing, they however consumed 
the partridge with which it was my intention to wait upon 
my Lord ; to-morrow I shall be happy to fviSl my promise if 
Your Majesty will condescend to approach my humble dwell- 
ing." The falcon asked : " By what door will thy relatives 
leave the place.'' The owl replied : " Your gracious Majesty 
is expecting in vain ; because it is an axiom in our tribe that 
when a misfortune befalls one of us, all the others take it as a 
warning. What has happened to me was a hint to them, and 
there is no probability that it will remain imheeded by them." 
As the falcon had become uneasy from hunger, and the partridge 
was not forthcoming, he intended to go hunting, but as the 
evening was setting in, and he caught no game, he returned to 
his cavern and spent the night hungry. When the honey-lotus 
of the East began to roam in the hunting-grounds of morn, and 
the crow of night hid itself in the recesses of concealment, the 
falcon set out on the chase and alighted before the owl's nest ; 
the latter cautiously approached the opening, beheld his enemy 
lurking in ambush and said : ** Large hearted sovereign with 
august pinions ! You are welcome, for your propitious advent 
has become the occasion of felicity to me, because the rays of 
condescension of the powerful illuminate the bosoms of the 
poor !" The falcon said ; " Owl I Fulfil thy promise, for I 
have to-day come to this place to feast on the partridge of 
paradise. Be quick, you have delayed the matter lon^enough. 
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and I have other business to attend to/* The owl replied : " O 
Lord ! On account of the blessed verse of the Qordn : " Patience 
is the key for all difficulties/' and because the lamp of that 
affair cannot be kindled according to your demands, unless it be 
fed by the oil of patience, I beseech your lordship to wait for 
a moment, until the eyes of day are opened after the sleep of 
morning, and the bed of the darkness of night is taken off from 
the surface of the world." The falcon said : " Owl ! Why 
do you not come out, that we may have some friendly inter- 
course with each other, because I think I might gain some in- 
formation from your experience." The owl continued : " O 
kingi I am in possession of several maxims left me by my 
father, and whenever I failed to observe them or acted contrary 
to them, I always became obnoxious to fatal consequences. One 
of th^m is : that when a man comes in contact with sovereigns 
he must not become careless and secure, lest he might by an 
uncivil look, bring ruin upon himself. The farther a man is 
from those who have authority the safer he will be ; and again : 
*^ Whoever falls into danger once and comes out of it unscathed, 
must keep out of it the next time, for if he incurs it a second 
time, he forfeits his life by his own culpability. No one must 
act in conformity with the deeds or acts of his enemy, or neg- 
lect to observe the manceuvres of his antagonist, or fail in cir- 
cionspection concerning his own affairs, lest he lose his life in 
consequence of the machinations of enemies. Poor persons 
like ourselves who are ignorant of the manners and dispositions 
of high personages, act well to keep aloof from sovereigns !** 
The falcon said : " By these subterfuges you mean to elude 
the promise which you have made, what is your answer P*' The 
owl said: "Lord! The descent of those provisions takes 
place in the night, whilst you are waiting here, the children of 
your poor servant, several of whom he has in his nest, soil their 
beaks and claws from sheer ignorance with the heavenly food 
as soon as they perceive it, and I think it highly improper to 
dish up to Your Majesty the leavings of their meal ; for this 
reason I am greatly ashamed, and I think that if your lordship 
were to remain here during the night your wish would be 
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gratified, your staying now only augments my confusion/' 
Consequently the falcon was on that day again obliged to 
return disappointed. 

The philomel of the pen of eloquence proceeds in the rose- 
grove of the compositions of this narrative as follows : — When 
the falcon left the hole of the owl, the latter meditated within 
himself, that as he had by his cunning escaped from the clutches 
of the falcon, he ought now to try how to get altogether rid of 
so powerful an enemy. He thought that none of the feathered 
tribe were as intelligent as the crow, and meant to consult him 
on this subject, therefore he went to the nest of the crow, and 
addressed him in the following words : " O thou collyrium of 
the visual organs of discernment and intelligence ! I come to 
ask thy advice because the nails of thy acuteness solve all 
difiSculties/' He related his difficulty with the falcon and 
continued : "I have no other remedy but the shadow of thy 
protection, I hope thou wilt save me from my troubles." The 
crow replied : " I have neither the strength nor the power to 
cope by main force with your enemy, but I am able to do so by 
way of stratagem. It occurs to my mind that, as I am acquaint- 
ed with the fox I ought to relate to him this case, and as he is 
a master of all the tricks of cunning he will be able to remove 
this difficulty in the handsomest mannef*." 

The owl and the crow went to the dwelling of the fox and 
after mutual salutations and inquiries for each other's health 
they informed him of all that had happened. The fox said : 
" I would be happy to assist you but, by my life ! I am entirely- 
unacquainted with the ways of the falcon, and I should like to 
know what the strength of his body, mind and intellect amount 
to ?" The crow replied : " The falcon is very acute and 
intelligent, but his greed leads him often into scrapes and 
dangers." The f ox, continued : "If that bird is obnoxious 
to covetousness it can easily be caught in the meshes of astute- 
ness, for it has no worse nor stronger enemy than its own 
greediness. 

HEMISTICH. 
Avidity captures the high soaring falcon in its DeiX)gle 
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The fox said : '* It occurs to my mind that the owl ought in 
any possible way to bring a partridge from the plain to his nest ; 
I shall also be present there and hide myself in a corner. 
When the falcon again comes to solicit for his prey, the par- 
tridge must be let out and the falcon be allowed to fall upon it ; 
and whilst he is thus engaged, I shall sally forth from my 
ambush and inflict upon him the deserved punishment." The 
owl thanked the fox and went in search of a partridge and after 
meeting one he addressed it as follows : — " bird of a happy 
nature, and envy of the pea-fowl of paradise ! From thy 
symmetrical gait the tender fairies take lessons in walking, and 
the sugar-shedding thrills of thy voice excite confusion in the 
hearts of all lovers. Your humble servant is about to marry 
and has invited all kinds of birds to the wedding, and as your 
place was empty in the assembly, he has himself come to invite 
you. Great jollity and wonderful sights are going on there, 
and the pleasing melodies of all the singing birds are rising to 
the highest sphere of the firmament." The owl continued to 
flatter the partridge in this strain until it consented, and both 
entered the nest, the owl keeping watch at the opening, and 
waiting for the arrival of the falcon. "Wlien the partridge 
looked round he saw an obscure and dirty hole, and no vestige 
of what the owl had promised : accordingly he said : " Owl ! 
Where is the nuptial throng, and the wedding repast ?" The 
owl rejoined : " They are all gone to convey the bride to this 
place, but as soon as they arrive, the company will be very joy- 
ous." Having thus confined the feet of the partridge with the 
strings of fraud, he detained him till evening. The fox also 
arrived and concealed himself, and after some time the falcon 
made also his appearance at the opening of the owPs nest. 
When the latter perceived the falcon, he said to the partridge : 
** Darling ! Our friends are coming late, I have some business 
to attend to ; do you go out and look in the direction of the 
plain, whether you can perceive the wedding-guests approach- 
ing ? " The unfortunate and simple-minded partridge stepped 
out of the hole, the falcon thought it was the partridge from 
paradise, fell upon, killed, and began to devour it ; but the fox 
20 
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likewise came forth frota his ambush and slowly and carefully 
approaching the falcon he killed him for having taken the life 
of the partridge. Then he took up the corpses of the falcon and 
of the partridge, and said to the owl : " Your wedding has been 
to no one as profitable as to myself.*' He took his prey and went 
his way. 



Often intelligent men of low station overcome by stratagem 
high but xmsuspecting and careless personages in the same way 
as a little bird captured the gardener in the net of cxmning and 
deception. 

STORY XXVIII. 



Chroniclers relate that a rich man in the country of Balkh 
possessed a garden pleasant to behold as the roses on the cheeks 
of fairies, adorned with various fragranlj plants, blossoming 
flowers, and fruit-bearing trees. In that garden a little bird, 
called starling, took up its abode and amused itself to throw all 
the fruits whether they were ripe or not to the ground. When- 
ever the gardener entered and looked at the damage thus occa- 
sioned, the bottom of his heart was stung by the thorn of grief, 
and the blooming verdure of the spring of his joy became with- 
ered by the cold blasts of the autumn of that event. Though, 
he rubbed the hands of regret much on each other and bit the 
lips of amazement with his teeth, he could not remedy the evil 
until he spread a net in the haunts of the bird ; and when the 
latter wished according to its usual custom to carry on its rava- 
ges, it became a prisoner. When the gardener discovered his 
luck, he joyfully leapt from his ambush, caught hold of the little 
bird, intending to despatch it to the regions of non-existence. 
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In this emergency the little captive spoke to the gardener as 
follows : — '' Ornament of the world of intelligence ! May the 
paradise of your wishes always be the recipient of various Divine 
favours ! Consider that if you destroy me, the loss will not be 
repaired, and that he who dies is saved from all the troubles of 
this world. But as I am to be killed for acts which you deem 
improper ; the love of life impels me to make a statement if you 
will permit me. After that you may do as you like, but re- 
member that patience is a quality of high-minded, and hastiness 
one of foolish men." The gardener whose wrath had somewhat 
abated during the preceding speech, replied : " Before the whirl- 
wind of death blows in the field of your life, you may say any- 
thing you like." The little bird continued : " Wise gardener ! 
Be aware that in the west there is an oasis which my tribe in- 
habits ; but I left my relatives and came to this spot. The plea- 
santness of this garden attracted me, and for a while I reposed my- 
seKon the branch of a tree. A nightingale and a lap- wing were 
sitting together on the top of a date- tree, and a locust was flying 
towards them which both of them wished to catch ; the nightin- 
gale however was fortunajte enough to get hold of it, but the lap- 
wing snatched it away from the captor^s beak. Hereon the 
nightingale said : " Lap- wing ! Are you not ashamed forcibly to 
possess yourself of my prey ; if you are able why do not you 
also catch your own game P '* The lap- wing replied : ** Silence ! 
To get the prey is no honour, but it is one to deprive the 
hunter of the prey ! " The nightingale replied : *' This may 
be true, and I give it up ! Lap- wing, I have heai*d the other 
birds speaking a great deal about you, and now as we have 
met, and as your species has in the service of the Lord Solomon 
(salutation to our prophet and to him) enjoyed greater pro- 
ximity to him than any other kind of birds, I wish to know 
what gifts or rewards you may have obtained from him for 
your accoimt about the city of Saba and for your assistance 
in other matters ? '** The lap- wing replied : *' King Solomon 
has bestowed on our species three gifts : 1st Whenever the earth 

* See Chapter 26th of the Qoxin, where the details may be found. 
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is being dug up for water, we are able to tell at what depth 
it will be found, 2nd, our head has been adorned with the crest 
of nobility, 3rd, we are acquainted with the qualities of fruits and 
we know that this year the garden we are just now in, has 
been subject to a visitation of God, so that whoever eats of 
any of its fruits must immediately die/' Then the lap- wing 
said to the nightingale : " Has your species been favoured by 
any gifts?" And the latter replied: " We have also been granted 
three favours : 1st A beautiful voice and melody, agreeable to 
all hearers ; 2nd We possess the property of being awake in 
the night, which we enjoy in common with ascetics and pious 
men. 3rd We have been invested with the gaudy robes of love, 
and roses have been assigned for our spouses, whose society 
we enjoy without let or hindrance, and in the aspect of whose 
heart-ravishing cheeks we perpetually delight." 

The little bird continued ; *' most intelligent gardener ! 
When I heard from the lap- wing that the fruits of this garden 
have become deleterious, I made haste to pluck and to throw 
them down, lest any person might eat them and be injured. 
Now if you will promise to liberate me, I shall communicate 
to you three maxims, by means of which you will be happy in 
this and in the next world, and friends and foes will obey you !'' 
The gardener said : *' Speak! The little bird continued : "1st 
You must never trust persons of a low and uncongenial dis- 
position, 2nd Never believe impossibilities, and 3rd Never re- 
pent of anything which you can alter no more ; because it is 
of no use." Accordingly the gardener relaxed his hold, the 
starling flew away, perched on the next tree, elongated his 
neck and exglaimed : "0 gardener ! If you knew what a wind- 
fall you have allowed to escape your grasp, you would imme- 
diately commit suicide. Verily I have deceived you." The 
gardener said: "How?" The starling continued: "In my 
abdomen there is a gem as big as a duck's egg, the like 
of which exceeds all speculations of intellect, and the equal 
of which thQ diver of the regions of imagination has never 
discovered. Had you obtained possession of that jewel which 
you lost so easily, you might have lived happily on the gain 
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diiring your whole terrestrial existence." When the gardener 
heard these words he lacerated his robe from top to bottom, 
strewed the ashes of repentance on his hea<l, and the brambles . 
of confusion and uneasiness sprouted in the wilderness of his 
heart. As he looked to the right and left how he might again 
^et hold of the starling, the latter flew to a high tree and con- 
tinued : " As I have now by my cunning escaped from your 
grasp, I shall not be foolish enough to fall into it again. Do not 
flatter yourself that you will again be able to get hold of me." 
The gardener began to weep and heaved every moment deep 
sighs from the bottom of his heart, but the starling smiled and 
said : " It is a pity that the name of human being is applied to 
a silly fellow like yourself. I just communicated to you three 
maxims all of which you have immediately forgotten. I advise- 
ed you not to be deceived by mean and imcongenial persons. 
Why then have you believed my words and have liberated me ? 
I further told you not to believe impossibilities. Then why 
do you put faith in my words, considering that nothing can 
be more absurd than that a weak little sparrow like myself 
should have in his abdomen a gem of the size of a duck's egg ? 
Lastly I advised you not to repent of anything which is irrepar- 
able, but you nevertheless moan and lament." After utter- 
ing these words the starling disappeared from the sight of 
the gardener. 



In the same way as glass is guarded from a stone and 
a metallic speculum from rust, confidence ought to be 
kept away from th^i brambles and filth of mean dispositions. 
The heedless man who spreads the umbrella of his friend- 
ship over' the head of an unworthy individual, and cultivates 
intimacy with persons of another nature, may fare like the 
lion who trusted the cat. 
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STORY XXIX 



The lion was one day seated in the hall of justice and pro- 
bity surrounded by the princes of rapacious and other ani- 
mals^ and attended on his right as well as on his left by 
the grandees and viziers of the kingdom ; when several mice 
entered the assembly by a hole in the wall, and on behold- 
ing the pomp and splendour of royalty they ran frightened 
and helter-skelter across, the apartment in all directions. The 
Amyr was highly displeased at the uncivil intrusion, and 
the chamberlains ineffectually attempted to catch and to 
pimish them. The same outrage was repeated the next day, 
and on several other occasions { so that the Amyr said to his 
magnates : " This impudence of the mice is highly displeas- 
ing to me, and you must put an end to it. '* Hereon a cer- 
tain courtier rose, kissed the threshold of supplication and after 
professing his allegiance to the exalted throne, spoke as follows: — 
** May it please Your Majesty ! There is a beast, named cat, 
which is by nature an implacable enemy of mice. If one of 
that species were in the palace, no mouse would ever enter it 
for fear of his talons." The Amyr asked : ** What is the shape 
and figure of that animal ?" The courtier continued : ** It is 
smaller than a fox, but it is nevertheless of agreeable form.'* 
The Amyr continued : ** Then why has it not during these 
times sought the honour of paying its allegiance to our carpet, 
because under the protection of our government it would have 
attained high dignity and would have enjoyed various favours." 
The courtier replied : " When Your Majesty's exalted father 
departed from the prairie of existence to the cane-brakes of 
annihilation, and your Lordship's reign was inaugurated, orders 
were promulged for the appearance of all tame and wild ani- 
mals of the plains, mountains, valleys, deserts and of all coun- 
tries, at the foot of the throne of royalty, that after reviewing 
them, all who might by their strength, beauty, or-otherj laud- 
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able qualities be found worthy to be enrolled in the service 
of this august government, should at all times remain present 
in attendance ; but on the just mentioned occasion a number 
of animals found not to be very worthy, obtained leave again 
to depart and to take chai>ge of the surveillance of toads, 
deserts and other places. Accordingly many beasts were 
again discharged, and on account of the smallness of his sta- 
ture the cat was one of their number, and was thus deprived 
of the honour to serve Tour Majesty. Not being able to encoun- 
ter the hardships of the desert, the cat took refuge with man, 
but we hear from our spies that he is greatly distressed by 
the persecutions he has to endure." The Amyr said : " If this 
be the case it will be proper to send for him to remove the 
mice. Who is there devoted enough to our service to take on 
himself this commission P' Whilst one of the grandees was 
expatiating on the readiness which all were anxious to display 
in the service of His Majesty, a monkey returned who had 
been sent as a courier to the army of the frontiers and had 
brought a favourable report. The king was pleased and exclaim- 
ed : "To whatever duty we have appointed the monkey he 
had always fulfilled it to our satisfaction. Indeed one of the 
blessings of Sultans is to possess faithful servants, who are 
never transgressing the laws of gratitude and devotion to their 
benefactors ; accordingly we appoint the monkey Jandal to 
bring the cat and to carry a letter to him." Then the Amyr 
dictated the following : — 

Letter to the Cat. 

" Firmdn of the lord of one himdred Farasangs by one hun- 
dred Farasangs in the desert of Khowarizm, whose name is 
Qahqaras Dzygum Bahddur from the heat of whose flame 
of bravery the whales tremble at the bottom of the ocean, and 
on account of whose countless armies the sun is disturbed like 
a drop of mercury. 

As the Sultans of this world have been appointed to their sta- 
tions by the courts of eternity, and are by their innate merciful 
disposition always ready to succour the needy ; theref^e the 
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king, having heard that the cat was on account of the prevalence 
of brigandage in the wilderneases, and on account of his own 
powerless condition, compelled to take refuge with the tyrannical 
and faithless human race and is sighing in the bonds of slavery ; 
His Majesty is desirous to liberate him, and has despatched the 
monkey Jandal who is one of the princes of his race and is dis- 
tinguished by intellect and valour, to bring the cat to the royal 
presence, who is on the receipt of this Firmdn immediately and 
without hesitation to obey the summons, in order that his posi- 
tion may be ameliorated." 

■ The monkey carried away this letter and returned in a short 
time with the cat, who, when he was conducted into the august 
assembly, made his obeisance, and spoke as follows : — 

VERSES. 

" Thanks be to God that by the favour of the king. 
The rose-grove of my luck is blooming. 
The event for which I longed, 
Is at last fulfilled ! 

In the same way as all sick persons wish for health, and the 
blind desire to recover their sight, so I have for years, nay 
during centuries been anxious t6 become a slave of this thres- 
hold! But as weakness and impotency is an obstacle 
to the attainment of any kind of benefits, I was excluded 
from the honour of serving Your Majesty and fell into the 
bondage of the ungrateful human race, spending my time with 
moist eyes and dry lips, until my weak arrows of supplication 
struck the target of response V The Amyr replied : " Unhappy 
cat ! Miseries accompany all inordinate desires in this world, 
and had you not in consequence of your vain aspirations left this 
government, and had you not entered the service of the human 
race you would never have had to suffer any persecutions. 

DISTICH. 

Whoever leaves this place, 

Comes again with a disappointed faced by GoOglc 
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At any rate, be thankful that your grief is ended ! "We hear 
that you are an enemy of mice, therefore we have ordered you to 
come, and hereby appoint you to punish them as you like." 
The cat replied : " Every wish of Your Majesty is a command 
to me I Mice are very noxious, and if it were not for our spe- 
cies, there is no telling what extraordinary ravages the mice 
might commit." The Amyr asked : " What is the origin and 
cause of your enmity to mice P" The cat replied : " O Amyr ! 
When the deluge set in, the Lord Noah was ordered to go into 
the ark and to take into it one pair of every kind of animals, lest 
they might become extinct. As the ship was very crowded, 
a great quantity of filth accumulated, and produced such a 
stench, that all the people requested Noah to pray for the re- 
moval of the calamity. Accordingly he raised his hands in 
supplication to the courts of the Omnipotent Sovereign, when 
immediately a hog was created which began to devour the 
offals, so that the people were delivered from the stench. But 
the evaporations of the brain of the hog gave birth to the 
mouse, which began on account of the wicked disposition of 
that species, immediately to gnaw the sides of the vessel so 
that the water found entrance into it. This evil it was impos- 
sible to remedy, and all the people were distressed ; according- 
ly Noah again poured forth his orisons, and after he had by 
Divine command stroked with his blessed hand the forehead of 
the lion, a cat issued from it, which attacked the mice and des- 
troyed tbem ; so that our enmity dates from that time." The 
Amyr smiled and said : " In this manner the cat has establish- 
ed the ties of relationship between us." 

In short, the cat extirpated the mice and was on that accoxmt, 
enrolled among the number of favourite courtiers. After some 
time had elapsed the cat became gradually more and more 
ambitious, and according to his innate meanness he began to 
domineer over the other officials and to wound their feelings. 
As however this member of the feline species had become the 
chief favourite of the Amyr, all the courtiers were afraid to 
manifest their displeasure openly ; but secretly they reasoned 
with each other as follows : — " It is manv years since we faith^ 
21 
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fully serve the king and have never attempted to abuse our 
power ; and now the cat who had on account of his despicable 
person never enjoyed favour in court, but was living on the 
crumbs from the tables of men, has become our tyrant. 
what a fool our own, king must be not to be able to distinguish 
a thorn from a rose nor a potsherd from a jewel. Alas, for the 
time we have lost in his service ; we must try to remedy this evil. 
The leopard who was the chief officer of the palace said : 
" The fox is a master of cunning and roguery, we must consult 
him on the subject of removing the cat and of saving ourselves." 
Accordingly the panther and the leopard paid a visit to the 
fox and after exchanging the usual compliments they spokfe as 
follows : — " You are a great philosopher, and able to solye all 
difficulties ; therefore we have come to consult you how the cat 
is to be got rid of?'' The fox rubbed the sleeve of falsehood over 
the eyes of cunning, opened the book of stratagems, examined 
all the chapters and paragraphs of it, and said : " Beloved 
friends ! The whirl- wind of this calamity has injured also the 
field of my circumstances, and this dagger has wounded also 
my heart, so that I am likewise anxious to accomplish the ruin 
of the culprit. But from whatever side I look at the matter 
I consider the poor cat to be innocent in this matter, because 
the torch of the condescension of great personages is able to 
throw sparks of pride and ambition into every heart, and 
favourites of kings soon lose the reins of self-possession from 
their hands. The fault is with the Amyr who has disregarded 
the injunctions of prudence and has bestowed his confidence on 
so unworthy an individual. You must go to the root of the 
evil and so demolish the whole tree that we may ever after- 
wards live free from any apprehensions of this kind. For sup- 
posing you to be able to get rid of the cat to-day, what security 
have we that our silly Amyr will n6t replace him to-morrow 
by an individual of a still more despicable kind, who will 
persecute us, and renew all our wounds ? The impudence of a 
servant is the result of the carelessness of the master, and the 
misbehaviour of a son is the sequel of the leniency of his 
father. Therefore we must at all events deprive the Amyr 
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of life^ or else we shall always live in distress." They replied : 
" We are unequal to accomplish so portentous a deed ; and in 
case a project of this kind should be divulged we are sure to 
pay with our lives for it." The fox continued: "Be not 
afraid ; for I shall not risk anything before having made all 
the necessary preparations. I have no access to the court and 
can therefore not begin any intrigues with the cat ; and I can 
in no other manner accomplish my project and capture the cat 
in the same net. You may however secretly inform the cat 
that the auspicious Anka who can predict future events, has 
come from heaven, and that if you knew where he can be 
found you would be glad to make him a visit to ascertain your 
fate. After you convey this information to the cat I shall 
secretly visit him, pretend great friendship and attachment to 
his interests, and endeavour to carry out our intention." In 
this manner the fox continued to speak for some time until he 
had completely put his two friends off their guard, who relaxed 
the strings of precaution, and further asked : " O cunning old 
fellow of what use will .be your meeting the cat ? " The fox 
continued : " Brothers ! In the seraglio of expedients many 
belles are ready at hand, but the curtain of cautiousness is not 
impudently to be lifted from the countenance of the secrets of 
brides. I have not perfect confidence in your taciturnity and 
you might reveal the secret, which would entail only evil 
consequences to us all. If you will swear an oath on the book 
of stratagems, I shall tell you why I wish to meet the cat." 
They agreed. Accordingly the fox brought forth the * key of 
roguery' from the praying-carpet of cunning and placed it 
before the leopard and panther, both of whom performed with 
religious awe and piety the sacred ablution together with the 
fox and having their fore-paws on the ' key of roguery ' 
they swore an oath not to reveal the secret to be confided to 
them by the fox. Then the latter said : " I possess a few of 
the mustachios of Khoarizm-beetles, the property whereof is, 
that as soon as the lion swallows them he immediately dies. I 
mean to give those hairs to the cat, which he is to administer 
to the lion as best he can.'* Digitized by Google 
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In short, all three agreed to the above proposal. After that 
the leopard and panther conversed in the hearing of the cat of 
the advent of the Anka and manifested great anxiety to ascer- 
tain their future destinies. The cat took the bait and was 
ruminating what kind of animal it could be which is of so 
aimable a disposition. Then the two first mentioned individuals 
again returned to the fox and informed him what progress they 
had made ; and he requested them to let him know when the 
king leaves the palace and the cat is at leisure. Such an 
opportunity happened soon ; and the fox investing himself 
with the robes of cant and hypocrisy, entered the palace. When 
the glances of the cat alighted on the form of a strange animal, 
he wished to flee, but the fox exclaimed : " Heedless indivi- 
dual ! Miss not the blessings of the Anka of happiness, and 
allow not this favourable opportunity to escape, because my 
presence is by every one considered as a happy augury. I am 
the exalted Anka of happy omen, acquainted with all the secrets 
of past and of future times !" As the cat had heard the Anka 
mentioned* by the leopard and the panther, he was very glad 
at his arrival, rose, prostrated himself at the feet of the fox and 
said : " Exalted potentate ! My life is at your service ! I 
have heard of your excellent disposition ! Would you condes- 
cend to throw a glance at the future of my life, and inform me 
what I may expect ?" The fox looked towards the sky, mur- 
mured something, breathed in four directions, gnashed his 
teeth, foamed at the mouth, yawned, rubbed his hands, shook 
his head, and said : " Alas and woe ! Verily a brigand is 
sitting in the path of your life, and only five days of it are 
remaining !'* The cat became very distressed on hearing this 
news, and said : " Anka of the west, your prophecy dis- 
tresses me. Can you help me ?" The fox replied : " WeaJk 
animal ! This tyrannical lion has brought you here to extirpate 
the mice. Now however the king of the mice has in the deserts 
of Arabia collected a vast army by which to avenge the death 
of his son ; and all the mice of the inhabited world are going 
to join him. Now if all the mice of this place go away, the 
Amyr will no longer have any need of yog^iti.lj^^wiU imme- 
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diately kill you. Have you not heard that kings show favours 
to their inferiors only as long as they are in want of them, but 
that they abandon them as soon as they have no longer any use 
for them. This tyrant has enticed you away from the human 
species, but has himself caused the death of many of your own." 
At these words the cat began to shudder, and said : " glori- 
ous Anka ! I adjure you by your exalted dignity to tell me 
how I may elude that event ; for I am greatly attached to life." 
The fox yawned again and said : " Tour safety depends from 
the lion, if anything befalls him you may escape, but if not, you 
will surely be killed by him." The cat began to weep bitterly 
and said : " What is there to hinder the lion from meeting 
with any disease for a hundred years to come ?' The fox again 
yawned and said : " As it is a virtue to aid the weak and to 
succour the distressed against the powerful, I shall give you a 
few hairs from the mustachios of Khoarizm-beetles which you 
must put into the food of the lion, because as soon as he con- 
sumes any of it he will immediately die, and you will be safe. 
But if you wish at that moment to disappear from the eyes of 
all, so that no mishap at all may befall you on account of that 
deed, you must eat the left eye of the lion ;" and handing the 
mustachios of the beetles to the cat he skid : " Now I return 
to heaven !" and departed. 

The cat was melancholy and feared that something untoward 
might happen. Meanwhile the king returned in the evening 
and went to bed ; and it was customary to place some fawn- 
meat near him, that he might take a bite in the morning. This 
was done also at the present time, and when a portion of the 
night had elapsed, the cat secretly mixed up the mustachios of 
beetles with the In eat and retired to a comer. In the morning 
when the lion awoke, he eat a little of the meat, but the poison 
immediately took effect, so that he fell into the agony of death, 
roared a few times and expired. The cat jumped on the head 
of the lion to dig out his eye, when all the attendants of the 
palace who awoke from the bellowing of the Amyr, ran into the 
apartment and on beholding the cat in that position they ex- 
claimed : " Remember what kindness the Amyr had shown 
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to this ungrateful and mean wretch whilst he was alive ; and 
now as he has died the scoundrel has dug out his eye and is 
eating it !" Hereon they all rushed upon the cat and tore him 
to pieces with blows, with their teeth and with their claws. 
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TMNSLAXOE'S PREFACE. 



The two tales noAV offered to the public were 
translated by me a number of years ago, when I had 
much leisure, and occupied myself exclusively with 
Arabic and Persi9a literature. They constitut<e but a 
small portion of a Persian work called Sharnsah-va- 
Quhquhah and may serve as a specimen of an oriental 
novel. I have picked them out as they seemed to me 
morie deserving of translation than others, and because 
they may be considered to be an independent piece 
having no connection with the rest of the work. They 
are interesting and are according to eastern taste sub- 
divided into a number of short stories connected with 
each other as in other well-known works of the same 
kind e. g., the Thousand and One Nights. Having 
imbibed great fondness for the flowery expressions of 
the Persian language my translations are a faithful 
reflex of them, even at the risk of displeasing those 
readers who think that in the English language no 
figures of speech ought to be used, except such as are 
sanctioned by western authors. But when I wrote 
these and other translations I pleased myself only and 
no one else. 

These two tales were designed by their author 
Mirza Berlchorddr Turkmdn to illustrate the doctrine 
that all the efforts of men either for good or for evil 
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i? trinsiator's preface. 

are powerless, and tliat the influence of fate is para- 
mount in all things. The hero of the first tale is 
Nasmr and of the seoond FarrahrUz ; both undergo 
a variety of natural and supernatural, lucky and un- 
lucky adventures until they finally come to a happy 
termination. 

I have also twenty-eight '^Amusing Stories'' in- 
dependent of each other and very amusing, which I 
picked out and translated from various portions of the 
«ame work. These are also at the service of the PubKc, 
and can be printed at any time if required. 

EDWARD REHATSEK. 
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FORTUNE AND MISFORTUNE 



or: 



WARRATrVES OF SOME. PERSONS WHO HAVE IN CX)NSEQUBNCE: 

OF THE SMILES OF PROSPERITY PARTAKEN OF THE 

HONEY OF CONTENTEDNESS, AND OF OTHERSi 

WHO HAVE BY TRAVELLING ON THE 

ROAD OF FOLLY BEEN PRECIPI- 

TATED INTO THE ABYSS 

OF MISERY. 

iPISS® lilt f W§ IFai?i^.. 



PART FIRST. 



During tbe reign of one of tlie Abasside Khalifehs there* 
Hved in the capital of Bagdad a merchant, called Khojah 
Humayoon, who was very rich, highly respected, and prosper- 
€)us in all his dealings ; the caravan of his good-fortune had 
for a long time travelled in the ports of success, the hand of 
detriment was never extended towards* the skirts of his wealth; 
nor did the simoom of loss> and misfortune ever btow in the 
gardens of his prosperity,, so^ that he passed, all his days in the 
cradle of happiness and content- 
One day he happened to. repose rn^ a retired part of his man- 
sion on the bed of gladness,, when, he beheld all of a sudden* 
two kites overhead, contending for something. After the 
ELhojah had for some time been looking at them he perceived 
that from the claws of one something was hanging which the- 
©ther wanted to snatch away ; whilst he was thus wondering, 
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2 FORTUNE AND MISFORTUNE. 

the object fell to the ground, and on examining it he found it 
to be a small bundle which contained three rubies, a diamond^ 
and four pearls, all of unparalleled beauty and price. 

The Khojah was at first highly pleased with this event, and 
joyfully considered it as an additional sign of his good fortune, 
and said : — 

Disti4ih. 

Whom prosperity favors 
Jewels rain upon his head. 

But sus he was a man of great discernment and experience, he 
looked at this matter in another light on second thoughts; 
and considered it as a mystery which made him yneasy. He 
had a grown and intelligent son, called Nassur ; this youth he 
privately addressed in the following strain: — "My beloved 
son, it is wellnigh eighty years since I am navigating the 
ocean of life in the skiff of prosperity, it has never deserted me 
nor have the autumnal blasts of reverse ever withered the 
freshness of my affluence. But as the splendour of every 
mom of happiness is followed by the darkness and night of 
decrease and misfortune, and the leaves of the rosy volume of 
comfort are scattered by the whirl- wind of distress, and as 

Distick, 

Fate has not lit a lamp of content 

Whibh the storm of adversity has not extinguished. 

I conclude from this event, that as the Homdi* of my good 
success has reached the zenith, the caravan of my prosperity 
will soon deflect from the path of my destiny, the ship of my 
happiness will become wrecked in the ocean of adversity, and 
for all I know the treasury of all I possess may become a prey to 
the whale of reverse, poverty and misery. This prediction may 
probably become realized very soon, but as I have spent a life 
of happiness and content, and have gratified all the desires a 
man can aspire to, I wish for nothing more; therefore if 
misfortune besets me, I hope I shall be able patiently to endure 

* A fabulous bird of happy omen. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FORTUNE AND MISFORTUNE. 3 

the bitterness of it. But as you have not seen the ups and 
downs of life, nor experienced any reverses, I do not consider 
your staying with me proper, and it is in conformity with the 
laws of foresight that you leave these parts, and spend some 
time in travelling ; for, wise men have said that travel is a 
polish which rubs off the rust of carelessness from the speculum 
of a man's mind, and is a sovereign cure for inexperience. 

Ditti4ih, 

Travel lights the lamp of perfection in a man 

When a pearl is takan out of the sea it is appreciated. 

In Shiraz, the seat of learning, I have a friend named Khay- 
randish who was my companion in several journeys, and to 
whom I have done some good. You must go to him and say • 
" I wish you to surrender to me the deposit my father has 
entrusted you with, when you were companions on the road of 
Bahrain. After receiving that article from Khayrandish, take 
prudence and caution for a guide and go to the Magrab 
country,* because there is much chance to acquire wordly 
goods, and no one has ever returned empty-handed from it. 
Consider that precious object as a means to procure you a liveli- 
hood, and by presenting it to one of the kings or grandees of 
those parts, it will soon ensure your attention ; and I for my 
part shall make over all I possess to my relatives and friends 
and shall devote myself to the worship of God only." 

Nassur made his preparations and departed to Shiraz the 
seat of learning ; but he had scarcely proceeded two stages in 
that direction, when a eunuch of the Khalifeh's government, 
intending to flee, had at midnight absented himself from the 
Khalifeh's Harem with a casket of jewels which he had 
abstracted. He walked with great apprehension through the 
streets in search of the dwelling of his accomplice, whence he 
intended to proceed further at the break of day; but as 
the night was very dark he missed the house, and by the 
decree of fate entered the mansion of Khojah Huraayoon 
which happened to be open ; on looking round he soon discovered 
* Africa, Barbara Jtc. 
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4 FORTUNE AND MISFORTUNE: 

that he had missed the place ; so he wandered about on the- 
premises, trying to get out again, but as the slaves had in the 
mean time locked the entrance as usual, he had no other remedy: 
than to conceal himself in a corner, and to remain there tilt 
morning. 

During that very night the treasurer of the Khalifeh happened 
to discover the absence of the eunuch and the casket ; accord- 
ingly the police were immediately set agoing, and proclamation 
was made that any one discovering or harbouring the culprit 
should deliver him, or else that all the property of such a 
person would be confiscated. 

The officials of the Khalifeh made fruitless researches all 
night, but at the break of day when the eunuch of night had 
retired and the prince of morn established himself in the palace 
of the horizon, one of the attendants of the Court, who happen- 
ed to be a mortal enemy of Khojah Humayoon passed the- 
latter one's house, perceived the eunuch, took him to the 
Khalifeh, and considering this a good opportunity to revenge 
himself on his enemy said : " Khojah Humayoon who trusted in 
his wealth and dignity, has committed this crime by instigating 
the eunuch to this deed and by secreting him in his house." 
The Khalifeh was aware of Khojah Humayoon 's loyalty and 
honesty, had often done him various favours and knew that such 
an act was not at all in concordance with his disposition, but as 
in consequence of the celestial rotations the sun of prosperity 
had deflected from him and had set in the West of misfortune,, 
and the night of distress was intent on obscuring the precincts 
of his comfort and to destroy the volume of his happiness with 
the scissors of extinction, and as the stratagems of enemies 
have sequels like the bites of snakes and scorpions, the insidi- 
ous words of the adversary had so inflamed the Khalifeh's 
wrath that he ordered Khojah Humayoon 's house to be 
plundered, his property to be confiscated, and himself to be 
expelled the city without giving him the least opportunity to- 
exculpate himself. 

On the same day when the Simoom of this catastropbe des- 
troyed Khojah Humayoon's rose-garden of prosperity, Nassur's; 
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FORTUNE AND MISFORTUNE. 5 

»courser of safety likewise met with an accident on his journey • 
for, in the vicinity of Shir^z a number of robbers fell upon him 
and deprived him of every thing he possessed, and exchanging 
the robes of affluence and wealth for poverty and nudity he 
arrived in the town in great distress, and having discovered the 
habitation of Khayrandish he made him acquainted with his 
father's injunction. Khayrandish received him in the friend- 
liest possible manner and said : " Dear youth, I am entirely at 
your service, and was desirous to be honored by a message from 
your father whose casket with his seal is in my possession ; 
but the laws of hospitality require that a guest who adorns my 
poor hut with the light of his presence, should abide with me 
•during three days, that I may serve and entertain him accord- 
ing to the best of my ability, and this applies especially to you 
whose presence I consider as a great blessing. After the 
•expiration of three days I shall surrender the deposit in to^ your 
hands." To this proposal Nassur agreed ; Khayrandish rejoiced 
him with his amity and provided him with a very handsome 
wardrobe. 

When the golden lamp of the glorious sun entered the 
lanthorn of the west and when the Amber-haired belle of 
evening removed the veil from her face, Khayrandish placed 
the best food and drink on the table of intimacy, and after 
conversing on various subjects with his guest he spoke as 
follows : " Friend, it appears that worldly prosperity has left 
Khojah Humayoon and that he has sent you in pursuit of it, 
for I have lately had a fearful dream and was very uneasy about 
his circumstances. Tell me now what you intend to do with 
the deposit ?" Nassur acquainted him with his intention to go 
to the Magrab country, and with the injunction of his parent, 
Khayrandish replied: "As the travellers in the path of recti- 
tude and probity ought to guide those who wander in the 
desert of error and inexperience, and as I am under great obliga- 
tions to your father, I consider it my duty to be useful to you. 
As you have never been from home and have spent all your 
days in affluence, I apprehend you will not be able to perform 
this journey very satisfactorily. 
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6 FORTUNE AND MmFORTUNE. 

Distick. 

Travel is not easy, its dangers are boundless 
Difficulties aacompany it in all directions. 

But as divine grace is the escort of all who intend to journey 
on the path of trust in God I leave you to the guardianship of 
divine mercy to protect you from all dangers^ I shall however 
give you three advices and hope you will profit by them/* 
Nassur replied : " It is the first duty of young men to listen to 
the counsels of intelligent and honest men, speak, for I shall 
try to follow them." Khayrandish spoke as follows ; — 

FIRST ADVICE. 

Though the deceitful bride of the world may look at you from 
the corner of her eye, and may try to bias your mind by her 
coquettish movements, lose not the reins of self-possession from 
your hands, because worldly prosperity is unsubstantial like a 
mirage and the honey of its favor leaves only the bitterness of 
deception. 

IHstich, 

Give not thy heart to the love of the world 
For it has destroyed thousands like thee. 

When the Homdi of worldly prosperity spreads its wings 
over you, covet not its favors, for it will change at last and 
regret only will remain. 

Distich* 

Be not intent on riches and dignity 
For like Henna^ they are not lasting^. 

Prosperity is fickle and when it has turned its back, all 
efforts to recall it are futile. The favours or frowns of the world 
j^e the harbingers of the caravan of prosperity and adversity, 
for both these depend in every individual case from the propitious 
or unpropitious sequels of the rotation of the stars of the times, 
■ ' * 

^ Henna is the juice of the Lawtonia inermii greatly used in the East, to dyo 
nails, fingers beard, &c., but it must be renewed periodically because it gradually 
disappears. 
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aiad are connected with them like the stin with shadows ; not 
can they be altered by the foresight of Lokman* or by the 
Wisdom of a thousand Platos ; and such efforts may be compared 
to the vain longings of procuring spring in the height of winter, 
or to expect the light of day at midnight ; thus all the straggles 
of Shah Manssur remained fruitless and he reaped only sorrow 
from them.'* Nassur asked : " What was the story of Shah 
Manssur T Khayrandish replied : " Chroniclers relate this 



STORY. 

Once tipoh a time thete wad a man called Shah Manssur ftom 
the vicinity of Nishapoor, who lived in affluence, but deceitful 
fortune had spread the chess-board of hypocrisy, had mated, and 
abandoned him in the desert of affliction. After he had lost 
all his moveable and immoveable property he sat down in the 
lap of misery, and finding all his efforts to better his condition 
fruitless, he set out for India. When he arrived in Kabul he 
was equally disappointed, so he went one day into the bazaar 
hoping to find employment as a porter ; there he waited till 
evening, and eVery man found occupation except himself ; he 
began involuntarily to shed tears, and one of the principal 
merchants who was returning home from the palace of the 
Amir, saw him, fancied that he was suffering from some wrong, 
and asked him for the cause of his distress. Nassur informed 
him of his circumstances, the Khojah took him home and next 
morning told him that as he was in need of an attendant he 
might stay until something more advantageous could be found. 
Accordingly Shah Manssur entered the Khojah's service, gained 
by his diligence the approbation of his master but raised the 
envy of his fellow-servants and incurred the displeasure of his 
mistress. One day Shah Manssur felt somewhat indisposed, 
and the Khojah's wife sent him a little poison for a medicine^- 

* A great philoRopher, by some considerecl to be JSsop. 

t The text uses the word MoomyiM, which is a medicine and plaster (but in 
reality a kind of bitumen) rendered Mtimmy. 
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but as the distemper was slight, he made bo use of the remedy, 
so he kept it in his pocket. The Khojah had a little ^a» 
whom Shah Manssur was in the habit of carrying about, and 
who was so much accustomed to him that whenever he cried, 
Shah Manssur only could quiet him^ on this occasion the 
infant would not cease weeping and Shah Manssur was obliged 
to take him into the public street, hoping to engage his atten- 
tion by the spectacle of the passers by ; he had a little business 
to attend to and put the child for a moment against a wall, 
which unfortunately fell on the side erf the little boy and cover- 
od him. Shah Manssur was in despair and made a great noise, 
whereupon the Khqjah came out and asked Shah Nanssur why 
he cried ; the latter explained, and the former was disconsolate, 
but people came from al] directions and were ready to kill 
Shah Manssur. Meanwhile the wall was removed, the child 
extricated, and found to be sound and safe ; the father and 
mother of the child were in an ecstacy of joy at this event, all 
the peo{de wondered. Shah Manssur fell on his knees and 
thanked the Almighty, and every body rejoiced, A man in the 
crowd proposed that a medicine be administered to the chUd, 
and Shah Manssur immediately produced from his pocket the 
medicine sent to him on a former occasion by the Khojah's 
wife, and handed it to the Khojah ; as soon however as the 
little boy had swallowed it he fell into the agonies of death and 
expired. The child's parents were in despair, especially the 
Khojah's wife who threatened to commit suicide, unless Shah 
Manssur were to be kUled, because, as she said, he had deli- 
berately poisoned her son. Hereupon the servants tied Shah 
Manssur to a post and illtreated him so much that he fainted 
and was abandoned for dead. In the evening he began to 
revive and moaned piteously ; the Khojah was an intelligent 
man and could scarcely believe Shah Manssur to have been so 
ungrateful as to kill the child deliberately with poison, there- 
fore he approached the reputed culprit and entreated him to 
speak the truth. Shah Manssur said that as he was greatly 
thankful for the kindness received from his master and much 
attached to the infant the thought of committing such a crime 
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could not have entered his head, but that he had only admi- 
nistered the remedy to the child which: had been intended for 
himself and sent by his mistress on a previous occasion. The 
Khojah thus became aware of the treachery of his wife and 
convinced of Shah Manssur's innocence ; but nevertheless told 
him that his presence would be disagreeable, loosed his- bonds 
and dismissed him. Therefore Shah Manssur walked away 
naked and wounded as he was, and took refuge on the outskirts 
of the city with an old woman^ at whose house h^ used to 
alight in better times when performing his commercial 
journeys. Now he explained to her his case, she received hims 
kindly and set about during his woundis. The old woman had 
a son who was carrying on an amorous intrigue with a neigh- 
bour-s wife^ he happened to be absent on that night at a 
friend's^ house, his paramour however was not aware of this, 
and having seen her h^usband' fast asleep she hastened to her 
lover^s^ house, which she found plunged in darkness, and: mis- 
taking Shah Manssur for him approached his couch.. The 
wounded man thought it was his old. landlady, and began to 
thank her for her kind solicitude. 

Whilst this was going on the husband of the adulterous ^ 
woman had missed her and made his appearance in the old; 
woman'^ house ;, she had just got up to see what the cause of 
the disturbance was, but on. beholding, a man standing with a 
naked sword at the door, she* concluded him to be a thief, ran 
tip to the roof* of her house* and raised an alarm.. Hereupon^ 
all the inhabitants of the adjoining houses sallied; forth with^ 
sticks and; swords, the woman however ran by way of the* 
river which was the shorter one to her house and went quickly 
to bed. In the confusion her husband received many stones- 
thrown at him when making, his- escape, but at last he arrived; 
at home and overwhelmed his wife with, reproaches; the* 
latter however yawned, pretended jjist to awake from sleep,, 
turned from one side to the other, and askedi what time of the 
night it was ? The infuriated husband would however not be- 

• Of coursfle. a Jlai roof. 
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10 FORTUNE AND MISFORTUNE. 

deceived by this subterfuge but vehemently reproached her 
with her faithlessness, and even drew his sword. Hereupon 
his wife began to shout " O Moslims ! my husband is killing 
me !" and the police-men who were just returning from the 
alarm that had been raised before by the old woman, caught 
the words and ran to the house, but the husband inflicted 
immediately a violent blow with his sword on one of the watch- 
men and was after a short struggle taken into custody. 

After the woman had thus got rid of her husband, the wasps 
of lust again stung her, and being anxious to see whether her 
lover was sick, she again approached §hah Manssur's pillow, 
awoke him and began her overtures. The old woman's son 
who had been at a neighbour's heard of the disturbance in his 
mother's house, and went home i on his way however when 
passing near the dwelling of his paramour he went in, but find- 
ing it empty, he considered that she might have gone in search 
of himself. He was not aware of Shah Manssur's presence, and 
when he arrived at home he lit a candle, stepped into his 
room and on beholding his paramour with Shah Manssur he 
shouted: "I have got a curious substitute to-night!" Both 
fled in terror, the woman ran home, but Shah Mansaur fell into 
the grasp of the young man. The old woman awoke and again 
thought that thieves had broken into the house, ran up the 
house-top and shouted. Her son thought that Shah Manssur 
was the burglar and informed her that he had taken him ; she 
in her turn tried to undeceive him ; but he, prompted by his 
jealousy and rage struck his own mother, who raised a great 
noise and accused him of wishing to kill her, till some neigh- 
bours arrived and took him to prison. 

After all this had taken place the adulterous woman had still 
no rest and again returned to Shah Manssur, who became this 
time frightened at her re-appearance, ascribed to her all the 
mischief that had happened, thought that she might be an evil 
genius, and was considering how he might get rid of her. 
The old woman's sister happened to hear the conversation and 
approached the door to listen ; the imprisoned husband had in 
the mean time bribed his jailor, escaped from custody, made his 
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appearance at the old woman's house, and mistaking her sister 
for his own wife he wounded her with his sword. The noise 
again made the old landlady get up, and in the tumult the 
woman took to her heels as well as her husband who fancied 
that he had grievously wounded her, and chuckled in his heart 
at his deed. She was however very swift-footed and when he 
arrived at home he found her again in bed and asleep, she 
pretended just to be awakening, and asked him what he wanted ; 
but he told her that he was greatly astonished to behold her 
safe and sound whereas he had just killed her at the old woman's 
house. The woman replied however that men are once a year 
subject to lunatic influence and that their intellect suffers 
therefrom. The man said : " Possibly this is the case with me, 
because I feel greatly confused for the last two days ; you have 
done well to inform me of this !" 

When the old woman came out from her house she saw no 
one except her sister who was mortally wounded. She was 
amazed and said to herself: "All the tumult and mischief 
of this night took place on account of the arrival of this 
man." Therefore when it was morning she spoke to Shah 
Manssur as follows : — '* Dear Sir, as these misfortunes have 
happened my son has been taken by the police, and my 
sister will perhaps die from her wound ; and as moreover my 
son is very self-willed and displeased with you, it will be better 
for you to remove from this house." Shah Manssur took the 
hint, left the place, and began with great pains to travel in the 
direction of Gaznyn, taking the load of misery on the back of 
sorrow, and reading the threnody of his misfortunes. 

After some time he was overtaken by a man riding on a 
camel and proceeding from the direction of Kabul in that to 
Gaznyn. The rider accosted Shah Manssur and had compassion 
on his pitiful circumstances, he also informed him that his 
name was Baba Fys, that his camel was loaded with silk, 
belonging to Khojah Fyra the Vazier of the Amyr of Graznyn 
who was of a very benevolent disposition and would no doubt 
assist him ; Baba Fys took Shah Manssur ^also on his camel, 
and fearing the dangers of the night he proceeded with great 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



12 FORTUNE -ANDc MISFORTUNE: 

speed ; the swift motion and the wounds so distressed Shafe 
Manssur, that he most pressingly requested Baba Fys to set him^ 
down again, to enable him to pass the night in tranquility and 
to continue his journey next morning. His companion* inform- 
ed him however that to stop at a place like this was by no 
means advisable, since in the vicinity of it there is a mountain 
pass to which many wild animals resort under the leadership of 
a monkey named Payker, who had plundered many caravans ;. 
T)y the prayers of the Lord Suleymdn they could now do 
mischief only during the night, and therefore they keep the 
pass obstructed all day, so that people must necessarily hasten 
through it in the night, but that after that the road would be 
quite secure, and Shah Manssur might rest himself. The latter 
was nevertheless in such distress and determined to alight, that 
Baba Fys unwilling to abandon him to his fatej was obliged to- 
comply with his request They concluded to sleep by turns 
and to relieve each other in watching ; they had scarcely had. 
a little rest when they beheld a camel approaching them, 
mounted by a monkey and guided by a bear.. Many other 
wild animals of dreadful aspect also came running and attack- 
ed the camel. Hereupon B^ba Fys began to lament, and to- 
accuse Shah Manssur of having brought hinr into all this> 
trouble ; this attracted the attention of the monkey who made* 
a sign to the wild beasts which immediately^ pulled Baba Fys. 
to the ground, bit oflf his ears, and then returned. This event 
so disconcerted Baba Fys that he was ashamed to travel to- 
Gaznyn and after bitterly upbraiifing his companion for being: 
the cause of it he returned in the direction of KabuL 

Shah Manssur though miserable and on foot, continued his- 
journey and at last reached the city of Gaznyn. As it was. 
winter and the town noted for its coldness^ he strolled about 
till he arrived near a bath-house, so he said td himself: " This 
is a warm place and I must spend the night in it ;" accordingly 
he bade good evening to the keeper and walked in. The latter 
said : " Young man ! You look like a stranger, where do you. 
come from ? Where are you travelling to, and what is your 
occupation ?" Manssur replied : " I am a traveller and. ihe 
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•caravan of misfortuDes has brought me to this country/' The 
bath-keeper asked : " Did you happen to meet on your way a 
*camel-rider named Baba Fys ?" He replied: ** We were com- 
panions, but in the desert we have been attacked by wild beasts, 
who have even bit oflf his ears ; and therefore he has again 
returned in the direction of Kabul." Hereon the oven of the 
bath-k-eeper's heart became hot like a blacksmith's fire-place ; 
it seethed from the blazes of grief, and he roared : " What 
more distressing news could you tell me ? He is my brother, 
the camel was my property, and I have borrowed the price of 
the silk, I must of necessity go home to-night and consult 
my relatives on this subject ; and as the Vizier, who is the 
owner of this bath and is sick, intends to-morrow morning to 
come here, I was ordered to warm the bath well. Do you 
therefore put fire into it, and to-morrow I shall pay you for 
your trouble. Take care however to stir up the fuel from time 
to time 50 as to start the fire well, that the bath may become 
properly heated." After giving this injunction to Manssur he 
departed to his house ; but as the latter was fatigued on 
account of his journey and was glad to be in a warm place he 
fell asleep ; and as he found on his awakening that the fire was 
extinguished he got up, rekindled it, and in his anxiety and 
inexpertness he stirred the fire so as to break a portion of the 
floor above it in consequence whereof the water of the reservoir 
rushed down and completely extinguished it again, and even 
scalded Manssur, who took to his heels in his fright. In the 
morning when the Vizier arrived in the bath, he began to 
tremble from cold, and his malady increased so that he 
fainted. His attendants immediately caught hold of the 
bath-keeper who excused himself and asserted that all this 
had happened on account of the fireman who had run away. 
But as the Vazier suddenly died in consequence of having 
caught cold, and no medicine could relieve him, his son caused 
both the keeper and the fireman of the bath to be punished 
with death. 

After Manssur had, as above described, also in Gaznyn met 
with such an accident that he was obliged to flee for fear of the 
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sequels thereof; he took the way to Lahore and fell in with A 
caravan, one of the members whereof, who was a merchant, 
engaged him as a servant As Manssur was well up in his 
duties and diligently watched his master's goods, he won his 
confidence in a very short time ; and when the caravan had 
entered into one of the Pergunnahs of Lahore ; as the provi* 
sions were all consumed, each merchant gave some goods to 
his. servant for the purpose of hawking them about, and 
exchanging them for. victuals. Manssur had likewise asked 
permission from his master to act in the same manner, had 
taken some wares, had bartered them very profitably and had 
returned wilh all kinds of provisions before any of his com* 
panions. On that occasion his master was so pleased with Shah 
Manssur, that he spoke to him as follows: — ^'•'I hear that 
many opulent people live in this Pergunnah. Take therefore 
some goods of a high price, and I shall give you one-half 
of the profits." Accordingly he took goods of nearly the 
value of five hundred Tomdns which he sold for one thousand, 
and returned. His master gave him three hundred Tomans 
and said: "Make this sum the capital of your business which 
you will in a short time be able to improve, and to return 
joyfully to your country." Shah Manssur took the above 
sum from the Khojah, bought suitable goods with it, and 
again returned to the Pergunnah, and hawked them about 
till he arrived at the gate of a house which bore the charac- 
teristics of elegance, beauty, and magnificence, so that he 
concluded it to be the property of some noble or grandee, 
and thought that its owner might possibly buy all his goods. 
Accordingly he deposited his wares in the shade of a wall, leant 
against it, and watched the door of the mansion. On that 
occasion a maiden, resembling a Hoori* in stature with the 
serenity of the moon in her countenance, and endued with 
bewitching eyes, came out of the house with a pitcher in her 
hand for the purpose of taking water from the river; and Shah 
Manssur spoke to her as follows: — "I am at your service. 

* A Peri or fairy. 
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VSRdES. 

The glances of your eyes are wonderfld 
Whoever beholds them is on the top of felicity. 



But the maiden replied: 



VERSES. 

This IS not the place where every caravan stops 
The lion of every desert is here distrusted. 

These words she said, and departed leaving Shah Manssur 
ilisappointed. But after a while she again made her appear- 
ance and asked : " What makes you stop here V^ He replied : 
•* I am waiting on rosy cheeked ladies and my heart is stored 
with all soJ*t8 of services for them !*' She continued : " Bring 
your goods into the house that I may buy them." Accordingly 
he took his wares and followed the girl who walked very quick- 
ly. They passed through a corridore with several doors, and 
arrived in the court-yard of the mansion which contained a 
large and high edifice of great beauty with many apartments 
elegantly furnished but containing no inhabitants. When he 
had thus looked round, and rested himself for a while 
he perceived that the maiden had disappeared. At last he 
thought it would be best for him to leave the place again, but 
as he was roaming from * one apartment to the other he lost 
his way, could find no issue, got frightened, but still continued 
his search for one, until he reached a hall from the ceiling 
whereof a golden disk was suspended by chains encrusted with 
precious stones. Ob both sides of the disk small globular bells 
were dangling, and on it there was a phial of glass. The statue 
of a lion of marble confined in chains occupied one side of the 
apartment. Whilst he contemplated this scene in amazement, 
the same giri entered the place with a rod in her hand. 
As he was about to speak to her, she exclaimed : "Madman ! 
You have walked into the trap at last," and struck the lion so 
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that he began to roar, and the disk, the chains, and the little 
bells shook and jingled ; great noises, shoutings, lamentations 
and confusions took place so that Shah Manssur was greatly 
terrified and wished to run away. Meanwhile the phial on the 
disk emitted a green substance mingled with flames, which 
Ascended into the air and filled ike apartment with darkness. 
On this occasion Shah Manssur almost fainted, but when the 
smoke and the flame subsided, a viper lifted its head out of the 
phial, from which it finally emerged and entered the mouth of 
the lion. A short time after that the lion sneezed and from 
his brains a spider escaped which gr^ually increased in size 
until it became as large as a sheep ; when it made a still greater 
effort until its skin buret, from which an old hag of miserable 
aspect, dreadful aa a goblin and ugly like a satyr came forth, 
who embraced Manssur with great zest, kissed him and emitted 
from her cadaverous mouth a disgusting liquid which covered 
Manssur's face. Ser putrid breath was hot like burning 
sulphur, which made him cough and almost give up the ghost. 
This dreadful imp however doubled her caresses and would not 
separate until Shah Maussur fainted away. When he recovered 
himself he exclaimed : '' most gracious lady deliver me of 
this calamity ;" but she replied ; *' That wish cannot be grati- 
fied," but drew forth a substance which she gave him to smell 
whereon he again lost his senses. 

In this manner Shah Manssur was during nearly forty days 
iu the grasp of that misfortune. The witch made her appear- 
ance once every day, tormented him and made him faint for 
the gratification of her wicked lust One day however when 
she was about tbe s^aine business, she puUed out a mirror from 
her pocket and looked into it with great consternation, waa 
suddenly transformed into a spider, crawled into the mouth of 
the lion, whence she again issued in the shape of a serpent^ 
ascended to the disk and disappeared iu the phial. Then Shah 
Manssur went into the court-yard, and tried whether he could 
get out of it. On that occasion the girl again met him saying : 
''I am astonished that she has not put you in a trsu[ice*'* 
Thereon Shah Manssur narrated to her everything Uiat had 
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happened and the girl daid : " She had a fee in J£boIq£ whose 
machination she learns from this umrot, because tirhe&eter he 
attempts anything to ruin tixis wicked fairy^ his figure appears 
in it^ and the accursed one departs to combat him." Then 
Shah Manssur said: '^O cruel and merciless Woman, the 
torments wMch I hare sidSered in this house are the se^^uel of 
liavii^ }yf your coquetry been decoyed into it ; and new 
perhaps you wiU be compassionate enough again to diefiver 
me.*^ The madden replied : ^ Young man ! I hare like your» 
Self been caught in this* shoreless whirlpool^ and have be^H; 
xeiade the instrument of alluring poor fellows like yourself, 
whom she' was in the habit of using for the gratification^ of her 
histi and i^terwards destroying. Whenever I lUsobeyed her 
erders she punished me most dreadfully^. Her name ii 
Henn^ah iAte witch, and she is a diescendJBmt of the sorcecem^ 
of the time of Kolyas, whom the accursed Pharaoh wa9 sending 
against the Lord Moses (salut^ioa to« him)< This wicked crea-. 
ture keeps up a similar establishment even in Hindustan ; she 
is able like the wind to transfer herself in^ a* moment from the 
eastern to the western parts^ of the world, and to carry the 
flames of misfortune to all: places." 

Shah ManssuT aedsed : "In. what manner have you fallen intO' 
her captivity ?" The girl: replied:: "Be aware that my father 
is the chief of Agra, and is possessed! of great wealth;. He had 
betrothed me to my cousin,, who stiotedi to Benares to prepare 
the paraphernalia^ of the- wedding^ solemnity ; andl when the 
rumour of my beauty and tenderness had spread in^ thati city, the 
Amyr ofit verified it^ was^desirous^ to. marry me,, ajad spoke to^ 
my relfilives aa follows : — "i have heard< that you have a 
beautiful girl aocE I wish to«taJ^e- her for a< v^ifa!'^ Mji father 
and my relativea consented ;; but as^ I was^ deeply, in \ov^ wiUit 
my uncld'k son^ I became very indignant and exclaimed^:. "To* 
how many men will youi give your daughter ?; It is* many 
years^since youhave betrothed: me to. my cou8in,.an4 althoughi 
he- ia absent in Benares for the purpose of buying the things; 
Becessary for a household^ I consididr myself under his protec- 
lieuy, and shall never accept of another husband as long as I am. 
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alive. Do not try to force me, for I would rather commit 
suicide r This resolute declaration disarmed the intentions 
of my relatives, and after holding a consultation, my father 
concluded that we should all flee to Benares. Accordingly I 
was dressed up in male garments and when the night approach- 
ed I was taken out of the city and given in charge of two 
confidential servants who were to explain everjiihing to my 
cousin, and we began our journey on fleet Arab steeds. After 
we had travelled for three days a fearful wind and thunder- 
storm overtook us in the desert in consequence whereof I 
became separated from my companions, and was leffc alone. 
As I was roaming about I arrived in a green spot where I 
discovered a fountain and as I felt thirsty I alighted from my 
horse, but it fled and in my vain pursuit after it, I happened 
to meet an old woman who was crying and saying: "O 
unhappy fate! Have you at last in my old age and weak- 
ness thrown me into such a state that I must become the prey 
of beasts and of wild animals ? Would to God some friend 
could take me by the hand and deliver me from this danger T* 
I came forward and said : " Old woman, what has happened to 
you ?" She said : " I was going on a pilgrimage to Makkah, 
but when our caravan arrived in this desert it was plundered 
by robbers. It is two days since I have eaten nothing, and am 
in this place. Young man ! Have pity with my age and 
helplessness ; deliver me from this calamity and convey me to 
a place of security, that you may be rewarded for your good 
act.*' I had compassion with her and was considering what I 
could do for her ; and she pulled out an apple from her pocket 
and handed it to me. When I had eaten a small piece of it I 
sneezed and fainted ; nor was I sensible of anything until I 
again opened my eyes and found myself in this place with this 
accursed witch. When she saw me pale and frightened, she ex- 
claimed : " Let nothing dismay you for your life is not in danger 
from me," ^ and thinking that I am a man she commenced to 
fondle me but I soon undeceived her. Since that time four 
years have elapsed ; I being miserable myself was compelled to 
entice helpless men into her meshes. One day nevertheless I 
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thought that I might escape and left the house, but I was 
immediately transmuted into a bitch, and was pursued by all 
the dogs of the town, so that I was again compelled to return 
to this^ place. Now however I shall propose to you a means of 
escape on condition that you convey me sound and safe to my 
friends." Shah Manssur replied : " I promise, to do anything 
you like." The girl continued : " When the phial is broken 
the witch must die ; request her therefore to give you tidings 
concerning your family, and as soon as she disappears you must 
strike the phial with a stone so as to break it." 

Whilst they were thus conversing they perceived the accursed 
witch approaching. Therefore the maiden left the apartment 
and when the hag saw Shah Manssur weeping she inquired for 
the reason and he answered : *' A long time has elapsed since 
I am separated from my country ; now I had a fearful dream 
which greatly afflicts me." The witch rejoined : " Be not dis- 
tressed, I shall immediately give you information." Accord- 
ingly she approached the phial, disappeared but again returned 
quickly, and described to him the habitation as well as the 
affairs of his parents and relatives. When Manssur had received 
this information he was amazed at its correctness, but never- 
theless said ; " I cannot believe all this, because my country is 
very far, and you have returned in half a minute. Unless you 
bring me a sign I shall not trust you." The witch replied : 
*' What sign do you want ?" Shah Manssur continued : " In the 
yard of our house there is a tree, on which I climbed, and a 
part of my belt was torn off, which I tied afterwards to a 
branch of it. If you bring a little rag of the belt I shall 
believe you. " Hereon the witch again went to the phial and 
disappeared. This time however the girl brought a stone to 
Shah Manssur, who invoked the aid of God the Most High 
and so struck the phial that it flew into pieces. Hereon the 
lion roared, the chains jingled, the little bells rung, a fearful 
voice was heard, and some blood dropped from the ceiling of 
the apartment to the ground, and not only the magic apparatus, 
but the furniture, the chambers, and the whole edifice vanish- 
ed, leaving Shah Manssur and the girl standing alone in a 
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cemetery ; and both of them poured out their thatiksgitings t^ 
the Almighty. 

Then the girl said : ** Mj good fettow, the distance from thii^ 
place to Agra amounts t» ten days," and pulling out some costly^ 
pearls, continued : " Try to convey me soon to my parents, and 
buy with these pearls all that is neeesscwy for the journey^'*' 
Accordingly Shah Manssur purchased a camel with a litter and^ 
a slave for the girl and sent her off to her country, he himseir 
taking the road to Burhanpoor on foot and in a destitute- 
condition. 

When Shah Manssur arrived in the place of his destination,, 
he heard that the Amyr of Btirhanpoor had, whilst hunting,, 
lost a precious gem from the hilt of his sword, and had published^ 
orders that all citizens should go next morning to the huntings 
ground in search of it. Accordingly the rich and the poor, the- 
gentle and the simple left the city and jCoamed about ; Bhali> 
Manssur likewise accompanied the crowd and was fortunate- 
enough to discover the missing jewel. When, he brought it 
back to the Amyr, the latter was highly pleased, asked about 
his circumstances and connections, and praised- him greatly ;, 
then he gave h\m in charge of one of his chamberkdns to provide- 
for him as soon as opportunity might offer. It happened how- 
ever that the Amyr succumbed to a fainiting fit from which no* 
physicians could save him, so that he diec^ and the reward 
promised to Manssur by him, came to nothing. 

The son of the Amyr became the successor of his fathen. 
One day a merchant presented him with a parrot which couIcS 
speak with great eloquence, and he entrusted it to the care of" 
the chamberlain. The latter took the bird home, called fot~ 
Shah Manssur and said to him : " Take good care of this parrot ;. 
for, it may become the means of introducing you to the Amyr,. 
and for obtaining the reward which his late father had promis^^ 
you." Manssur took charge of the parrot, and carried it away^ 
but when he arrived in the public street the mob was so anxioua 
to behold it, and pressed so much around him that he considered 
it would be best to take it out of the cage and to carry it in 
the hand. Unfortunately however it escaped from his grasp 
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iand flew to tlie top of the chamberlain's Harem. Manssur had 
^eat trouble to climb up the wall, and when he arrived there, 
the parrot again flitted away and took iiss position on the roof 
of one of the apartments of the Harem. Shah Manssur was so 
frightened that he said nothing to the eunuch and servants but 
threw up a cord by means of which he managed to reach the 
«pot ; but the parrot again started and when doing so, moved a 
ttile which fell on the head of the chief lady of the chamberlain's 
'Harem and killed her on the spot. As soon as the eunuchs 
and maid-servants perceived what had taken place, they raised 
■shouts of lamentation and weeping. The chamberlain left his 
•office^ ran into his Harem, perceived the confusion of everybody, 
4uad Shah Manssur a captive in the hands of the eunuchs ; 
^accordingly he ordered the culprit to be beaten and to be thrown 
into prison. In this manner the poor fellow was kept for some 
time and tormented every day, vmtiL he pereeived a favourable 
opportunity and escaped. 

He fled to Guzerat where lie likewise wandered about in 
:great digress, sometimes hiring himself out as a labourer and 
sometimes as a perter. One day however, when he was unable 
to find either nourishment or occupation, he determined to sell 
the ring which his neighbour's wife had presented him with. 
He was chiefly induced to take this step by inhaling the savoury 
perfumes of a cook-shop near which he happened to pass. 
Therefore he approached the owner and requested him to keep 
the ring as a pledge a,nd to give him something to eat But 
when the cook's eyes alighted on the ruby set in the beazle 
and looked at the poverty-stricken figure of Shah Manssur, he 
•concluded that the latter could not be the lawful owner but 
iOiiist hav-e stolen it ; and not knowing its price was ready to 
part with it for ^ meal. It happened that during the past 
night burglars had opened the treasury of the Amyr of the town 
and had decamped with a great amount of silver, gold, preoious 
stones atid valuables of all kinds. This news had become known 
in the town and the whole police was on the alert in searching 
tiie bazaars and houses for the perpetrators of that act. Accord- 
ingly the cook spoke to Shah Manssur as follows : — " friend I 
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You do not seem to be the owner of this ring ! Come, tell 
me where you got it ?" Shah Manssur replied : " What business 
have you to examine me thus ? Either give me something 
to eat or return the ring." These words gave rise to a dispute 
ending in a fight, wherein the neighbours took the part of 
the cook, and soon the police arrived, took from the latter 
the ring, and thinking it to be one of the things stolen from 
the treasury, they dragged Shah Manssur before the superin- 
tendent and reported that they had discovered a portion of 
the articles stolen, and also a thief. 

It happened that a celebrated robber named Obeyd, was 
at that time with forty accomplices carrying on great depreda^ 
tions which the police of no locality was able to check ; and 
his fame had so greatly spread in the country of Hindustan 
that day and night no one could breathe in peace. It is 
even said that a few* days before the robbery of the Amyr's 
treasures took place Obeyd had sent a message to the police 
superintendent to be on his guard, as he was coming. When 
therefore the superintendent saw Manssur be fancied him to 
be Obeyd ; accordingly he loaded him with heavy chains and 
sent him to the Amyr together with the ring, for the pur- 
pose of ingratiating himself and displaying his zeal in the 
service. But when the Amyr looked at Shah Manssur he 
said: "I have always heard that Obeyd is a powerful and 
strong man ; this, fellow is weak and looks like a coward ; 
he, may possibly be an accomplice but he cannot be Obeyd 
himself The superintendent however replied; **May your 
Highness live for ever ! This man who seems to be so feeble^ 
is strong, bold, and so nimble that he can jump through & 
finger-ring ; now however as he has been captured by me, hi^ 
powerful limbs have shrunk together for fear ; now I shall put 
him to the torture in the presence of the Amyr to make him 
tell the truth." The Amyr asked : " Who are you, and whence 
have you taken this ruby ?" He replied ; " May the Amyr live 
long! I am a stranger, and the ring is my property. I have 
come to this country on account of the great name and the 
good report which I have read of the Amyr ; I have fallen 
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into tke power of the police, but I have no knovrledge at all of 
this affair." Then the apparatus of torture was brought and 
Shah Manssur being suspended by the heels of punishment 
forgot in his misery the name of Obeyd and said: ."I am 
Zobeyr, and have robbed the treasury." It so happened that 
there was a celebrated highwayman of the name of Zobeyr ; 
accordingiy the Amyr believed the above statement and said : 
*' He may be Zobeyr." The superintendent exclaimed to his 
men : '^ Take good care of him to-night, and to-morrow morn- 
ing we shall examine him again ;" accordingly they took him to 
the prison, and all believed him to be Zobeyr." On th^t occa- 
sion all the persons who had been robbed by the last mentioned 
individual, rushed towards Sh^ Manssur and asked for their 
property. But the superintendent said : -' Do not be uneasy ! 
I shall get back to the last farthing every thing he has taken." 
Shah Manssur was however greatly distressed. 

When the night set in special watchmen were appointed to 
guard the prison, and. vaunting their bravery and fkielity they 
took charge of l^e four corners thereof. Shah Manssur was 
unable to sleep, and was thinking how the morning would dawn 
on his innocent head, when he heard sounds of striking and 
digging. It was mid-night, he trembled, but still hearkened 
to the sound, and all of a sudden the wall opened, from which 
A hand grasping a sword protruded, at the aspect of which Shah 
Manssur became so terrified that he nearly fainted, because he 
thou^t it was a man belonging to the police. A voice hpw-^ 
ever exclaimed : *' Friend ! Be not afraid ! I have come to 
save you ! We have no time to lose with explanations !" and 
with these words a strong man took hold of Shah Manssur such 
as he was with his fetters and chains, carried him out of the 
prison, let him down the wall of the fort by a rope and conveyed 
him quickly to a ruin situated at a distance of nearly three 
Farasangs. When he arrived on the spot he allowed Shah 
Manssur to alight from his back, and lifted up a heavy stone 
which covered the entrance to a subterranean chamber, in 
which he liberated Shah Manssur from his heavy bonds, and 
said : *' Young man ! Be comfortable and rest yourself; for I 
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know you have suflFered much ;" then he placed various good 
things before him and continued: "Eat cheerfully, because 
your misfortunes are at an end." 

After Shah Manssur had eaten he slept, and when he awoke 
he addressed his deliverer as follows: — ^"Generous and kind 
man, although honesty radiates from your august countenance 
and I feel happy in your company, but as it is my fate to wander 
in the desert of grief and to fall perpetually from one calamity 
and danger into another, you would greatly relieve my appre- 
hensions if you were to apprize me of the motives of your kind 
act" The man replied : " The robber of the Amjnr's treasury 
am I ! But when I learnt that you, an innocent man had been 
imprisoned in my stead, I considered it my duty to liberate 
you, and for that purpose I have been obliged to kill many of 
your watchmen. To-moriow, when every thing becomes known, 
there will be a great confusion, and many persons will be sent 
in pursuit of me. This is a secure refuge for you where no one 
can discover you ; and when the storm is over I shall find 
means to convey you out • of all danger ;" and Shah Manssur 
replied to these sentiments by manifesting his deep feeling of 
gratitude. 

Next morning at sun-rise, the superintendent learnt that a 
number of watchmen had been killed, and that Zobeyr had been 
carried oflF through an opening in the wall. At this news the 
superintendent was extremely disconcerted and in his fear he 
ran to the palace to make his report, at which the Amyr be- 
came enraged and said : " You ungrateful wretch, is it thus 
you have taken care of the prisoner ? This comes only of your 
negligence ; I shall lend no ear to your excuses. Produce the 
man or I shall punish and ignominiously chase you from my 
service." 

When the people of the town became aware of what had 
happened, all who had been robbed by Zobeyr accused the 
superintendent of having allowed him to escape, and clamoured 
for the restitution of their property. Hereon the superintendent 
asked for a month's respite and despatched three thousand men. 
in search of the robber ; but after they had uselessly searched 
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in all dirfectiona they returned^ and the men who had been 
robbed confiscated the property of the superintendent whom 
the Am3n7 afterwfiurds expelled from the town. 

The benefactor of Shab Manssur kept company with the 
latter during the day and sallied forth in the night for the 
purpose of ascertaining what was going on in the town,, and 
when he had one' night learnt that the property of the superin*- 
tendent had been* confiscated and that he had been^ expelled 
the city, he spoke to Shah Manssur as follows : — " Praise be to 
€k)d, the danger is over, and it is time for me to send you back 
to your country;: but Shah Manssur replied/: "Dear friend! 
I have a dififculty which I must trouble you^ to soWe l" His 
deliverer replied: "Speak!** Shah Manssur- continued: 
" Since I enjoy the pleasure* of yourr acquaintance^ I have 
discovered! nothing improper in your character; but it. is 
utterly incomprehensible to me how; you who are endued 
with sucb> noble sentiments, can- ha^e selected* the trade 
ef a robber for your occupation ?'* His liberator answered : 
^''I>ear friend ! Mjr occupation was formerly quite a different 
enef Be aware that my name is Janyd Mohtashshom andtUat 
I am tiie scion of a^ noble and* opulent family. In- this neigh*. 
Iwurhood there is a tract of country with flowing rivers^ beau ti^- 
ful meadows, fertile lands,. with many buildings and numberless 
gardens. All that district belonged, to me and. was* inhabited: 
by my retainers and servants, and I cheerfully paid* all< taxes to* 
the Amyr who was for many years my friend. In course of time* 
however the exactions of the government officials became 
heavier ; judges, tax-gatherers and! accountants were sent to 
me, whose rapacity it was- difficult to satisfy ^ and I became 
greatly distressed I repeatedly made complaints and tried to 
convince the Amyr that he could be powerful only as long as 
he treated his subjects with justice;, aad* that oppression could 1 
entail nothing but unhappiness and. confusion ; all my advice 
was however fruitless, and when his delegates again came I took 
refuge in a fort, and answered from' it. After several days hai 
elapsed in this manner, I heard that it was the intention. of the 
Amyr to plunder me ^ therefore I conveyed all my moveable 
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property into the stronghold and prepared to stand a siege. 
When the Amyr became aware that he could not very easily 
get at me, he took possession of my flocks and cattle which I 
possessed without the town, and in course of time I was enabled 
with my retainers and some goods to take refuge in Hyderabad, 
to which place some persons came and bought from me all the 
landed property I had in Quzerat ; but as I could in no other 
way recover the price of the goods and cattle which the Amyr of 
this country had forcibly taken from me, I secretly came to this 
town to pay myself from his own treasury or in any other way, 
and no one has been able to interfere with me. Tou however 
my dear friend must iio longer remain in this place ; I have a 
courser, swift like lightning, to whom fifty Farasangs are an easy 
stage. Bestride him and ride to Hyderabad where I shall indace 
my friends to send you comfortably to Nishlipoor. Having 
written a few words to his relatives, explained to Shah Manssar 
the position of his house, and presented him with a costly 
diamond, he took affectionately leave from him, bade him God 
speed, led him out of the subterranean apartment and said : 
" Wait a moment till I bring you a horse." After a while he 
returned, seated Manssur on tbe steed and said : '* This courser 
knows the road, and when you arrive at Hyderabad you must 
abandon the reins to him, when he will convey you to the 
threshold of my house." With these wi^ds he led him up to 
the highway and returned. 

Shah Manssur prosecuted his journey with the greatest 
alacrity till he arrived at Hyderabad, and remembering the 
injunction he had received, allowed the horse to go where it 
pleased. Thus he rode through the streets, when sdl of a sudden 
an individual glanced at the horse and going to the house of 
Janyd*s said that a stranger was coming, mounted on his horse. 
Accordingly several of Janyd's relatives quickly made their 
appearance and asked Shah Manssur where he got the horse. 
But Shah Manssur replied ; " The horse is my own, and you 
have no business to examine me." These words so incensed the 
people that they surrounded him and pulled him off from the 
horse, and saidi " This horse belongs to us. Come ! Tell us the 
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truth in what manner yon have obtained it ?" As Shah Manssur 
considered them to be a parcel of vagabonds who wished to 
deprive him of the horse, he also began to use insulting language 
towards them. On that occasion many persons crowded around 
the horse and exclaimed. " We know this courser, it belongs 
to Janyd, and these are his relatives ; you must produce some 
sign of your honesty." As soon as Shah Manssur had learnt 
that these were the friends of Inayd he began to fumble in his 
pocket for the letter he had received ; on the road however Jie 
had lost it together with the diamond ; and all his assertions 
that the horse had been given to him by its owner were dis- 
believed. They said : " You have either killed Inayd or robbed 
him." Therefore they struck, and imprisoned him until the 
affair could be cleared up. In this manner he was kept in con- 
finement until one of his captors fell dangerously ill, was 
tormented by qualms of conscience, and on that score Shah 
Manssur was released. 

After being set at liberty. Shah Manssur reasoned with him- 
self as follows : — " My remaining in Hindustan is of no use, 
because calamities dodge my steps wherever I go. Alas for the 
time which I have lost in roaming about in this country ! It 
will be best for me again to return to my home, and if the 
Most High pleases. He can naake me happy and cause me to 
prosper there." It happened that a caravan proceedied from 
Hyderabad to Erdn, and Manssur sad and disappointed as he 
was, travelled with it When it had reached the vicinity of 
NishApoor, Shah Manssur said to himself: "To make my 
appearance in this destitute and miserable condition after hav* 
ing made a journey to Hindustan would distress my friends and 
rejoice my enemies. It will be best for me to remain in this 
place until the night sets in, and then to enter the town, 
and to see my friends." There was a dilapidated building 
in which he took refuge, mourned and wept over his sad 
condition. After a while he perceived that an owl had like- 
wise come in, pursued by a large eagle ; and wishing t6' 
escape from the fangs of the latter, he flew towards Shah 
Manssur, who took up a stone which he threw at the eagle to 
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liberate the owl. It happened however that the stone struck 
the wall and displaced a brick, in consequence of which a^ 
number of golden Ashrafys fell down. Shah Manssar was not? 
slow in approaching the spot, and in it he discovered a kettle 
full of gold and silver. Accordingly he stowed as many gold' 
coins as he could in his pockets and concealed the kettle in at 
comer of the ruin ; thanking God for the happy termination of; 
his travels. 

He remained on the spot the whole night, and in the mom 
ing he did not enter Nishipoor bnt went to Kazvyn where he 
took an apartment in the Caravanserai changed his habiliments^ 
bought a number of exquisite goods, a string of camels and" 
three slaves, and made his entrance into Nish&poor rejoicing. 
He was most kindly received by his friends and relatives, and* 
in course of time he removed the entire treasure from the- 
ruin to his own domicile. Thus he lived in comfort and pros- 
perity ; made several journeys to the country of Room and to* 
that of the Franks* and obtained large profits, so that he 
became at last the owner of seven hundred strings of valuable 
camels. 

One day when he was sitting among his friends and relatingf^ 
his unhappy adventures in Hindustan, he mentioned also the* 
witch and asked whether any sign of her had appeared in the* 
place. They replied : " One day when we were sitting together 
in this same house, a strange cat made its appearance, looked at 
every one of us attentively, and immediately disappeared. A 
short while afterwards it came again, ran with great haste up* 
to this tree and immediately falling down, seemed to be in the 
agony of death, but when we approached the animal, it had^ 
already expired." Shah Manssur rejoined : " That was the same- 
witch, whose captive I have been for some time, until at last f 
n)Anikged to send her here and to escape ;" and at this explana* 
tiou all were greatly amazed. 

Onoe Shah Manssur took a great deal of merchandize and 
'many attendants to the country of Tabryz, which was at that 
time under the Turkish Government. Shah Manssur waited 

* Turkey and Europe. 
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on the Amyrof Tabryz, associated with him, and gained hi» 
favour so that he made him his Vizier. Afterwards the Amyr 
•died, and as -the citizens had been greatly satisfied with the 
kind and just character of Shah Man^sur whilst he was Vizier, 
they petitioned 4;he Sultdn 'to make him Amyr ; this request 
was actually granted and Shah Manssur governed in Tabryz for 
many years until he died. 

Then Khayrandish spoke as follows : — '* My dear Nissur ! I 
liave related this narrative to make you understand, that a man 
'Cannot attain the object of his desires by irregular wanderings 
:and inordinate appetites ; but if he be patient he will succeed. 
The world is a coquette, and the more she is courted the more 
prude and coy she becomes, but if left unnoticed she will try 
*o gain our favours, 

SECOND ADVICE. 

It is necessary to guawd oneself from the wiles and snares of 
our fellow-beings, and not to trust implicitly to persons whose 
•character is neither known nor tried. Whoever walks among 
thorns must do so with great care and precaution ; this world 
resembles a picture gallery with many apartments, each of 
which has its own peculiar attractions, but a man who were to 
«pend all his time in the contemplation and enjoyment thereof 
to the neglect and disregard of his daily avocations, would hurt 
his own interests. Therefore he is prudent who runs not after 
^very fleeting illusion, but bridles his own desires lest he be 
<lisappointed and rendered unhappy like the geomancer, the 
washertiian and the painter, who lost control over their pasr 
sions were drowned in the ocean of misfortunes and errors, were 
grieving on account of their troubles and were unable to remedy 
them. 

STORY. 

When Hatim Ta'i was dispensing his largesses he sat in a 
hall containing forty doors, by every one of which the destitute 
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might be admitted. When he was thus sitting a Durvaish 
entered and spoke to him as follows ; — " O vernal doud of 
liberality the couch of hope expects to be irrigated by you ! O 
husbandman of the field of beneficence the aspirants to 
your favours are in attendance to receive your refreshing 
showers, and this gleaner from the store-houses of your bounty 
was by the guide of hope directed to the prosperous mansion of 
your generosity I 

VSHSKS. 

Bestow gifts O noble individual 

For, liberality is the lamp in the assembly of Fidth, 

Whoever gives a dirhem to a mendicant 

Is favoturably regarded by Gkxi 

The umbrella of victory in both worlds 

Overshadows the glorious heads of the liberal 

Hatim ordered one hundred Dinars to be given to the Dur- 
vaish, who again entered by another door and reiterated his 
petition, and again obtained one hundred Dinars. ThuB he 
repeated his request until he had come in by all the forty doors 
and had obtained the same amount at each of them. After that 
he again made his appearance at the first door and proffered the 
same request Hereon an attendant said to him : '' Durvaish ! 
You have nkade the round of all the entrances and were dis- 
appointed at none. How is it that your greediness is not 
yet satisfied, and that you have exposed yourself to a refusal ?' 
The Durvaish heaved a deep sigh and replied: ''The fame 
of Hatim which extends over the whole world has induced 
me to travel from China to this place. But in that country 
there is a lady who is more liberal than he, inasmuch as 
her largesses surpass the most extravagant expectations of 
those who receive them, so that a hundred Hatiras could not 
equal during many years the sums which she disburses in 
one day.** When the Durvaish had thus vented his feelings 
he disappeared, and Hatim became anxious to verify their 
truth; therefore he departed to China and thinking how he 
might accomplish his object he walked about the streets. 
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He perceived great crowds of people hasteniDg away and 
asked for the reason ; whereon a man gave him the following 
information : " In this town there was a man of the name of 
Nassarullah who had amassed great riches. He left a daughter 
who distributes since several years, in great profusion, largesses 
to all persons ; if you wish to know whether I speak the truth 
or not, you have only to follow the crowd." Accordingly Hatim 
went also with the people and arrived at a beautiful palace where 
servants dressed in rich garments received every one who wished 
to enter. Within it Hatim perceived a large assembly reposing 
on silken couches, with tables before them on which the greatest 
dainties were placed in rich variety and abundance. After the 
repast was over a confidential servant made his appearance 
with a platter full of bits of paper on which various sums were 
written; and to every person who was about to depart he 
handed one of the papers. When the turn of Hatim came he 
likewise received one, and the assembly broke up. As the 
people arrived at the gate each man handed his paper to a 
servant, who gave him in return a bag full of gold according to 
the amount specified on the little ticket. Hatim was so taken 
aback with what he had seen that he was constantly thinking 
of the immense riches of the lady and was extremely anxious 
to have an interview with her. Therefore he requested a 
chamberlain to procure him the honor of an audience, and on 
being admitted into the presence of that queen he addressed 
her as follows : — " Most exalted lady of the mansions of liberality, 
and Hoori of the castles of felicity ; 



VERSES. 

May the roBe of your nature oonstantly 

Be blooming and joyfiillj, in the spring of Generosity. 

The hand of your liberality beauteous fairy 

Is shedding jewels like the vernal cloud, 

Your servant has a diflBculty 

Which causes him great anxiety, 

If you grant my petition 

I shall humbly explain if 
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That idol of high prosperity gave permission, and Hatim 
spoke as follows : — ^' I hear that the stream of your extraordi- 
nary lihenJity is since several years flowing with undiminished 
vigour, and I am curious to know how you obtained such 
immense riches." The lady replied : " Every assembly receives 
light from its lamp, and the destiny of every individual is 
traced out on his forehead by the hand of divine providence :— 



VERSES. 

Love was Uie Bulbul's, and beauty the rose's share, 
Liberal persons are the lareasurers of the mercy of Qod, 

The state of my affairs is connected with a tale which I shall 
have no hesitation to communicate to you on two conditions : — 
Firstly, I am informed that at present there exfsts a man of the 
name of Hatim whose liberality is so far famed, that in spite of 
my having since a number of years made it my business to grant 
to all persons the richest and most abundant gifts, my name is 
not even heard of except in this country ; therefore I am so 
jealous of Hatim that I want you to kill him. Secondly, I 
have heard that in the vicinity of Khatti there is an extremely 
high mountain, in a cave whereof there dwells a blind man 
since a number of years, who never utters any other words but : 

If you possess one barley-corn of justice 
You will never have half a grain of sorrow. 

and I wish to known the reason of these words." 

Hatim drew the finger of acquiescence over the face of con- 
sent, departed, and arrived in the cave mentioned by the queen. 
There he found a blind man whom he requested to narrate to 
him his adventures. But the blind man replied : " My good 
friend ; I wonder what instigated you to ask me such a ques- 
tion ; I have no doubt that in your mind you often revolve 
problems for which you can find no answers. Please consider 
this question as one of their number.'* But Hatim continued : 
"Persons of a kind disposition generally comply with the requests 
of the needy, and I hope you will not allow me to depart from 
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this place without my obtaining the desired inforination." The 
blind man said : *' I shall withdraw the veil from the surface of 
the mystery on one condition. It is a long time since I heard 
that there i» a washerman in Khatt^ who goes every mt)rmng 
to the bank of the river and does no work, but looks at a tre© 
which is there and sighs, leap» about like a tnadmaa, sighs 
deeply, smd says t 

VERSE:^. 

Alas that your picture has left my sight 

And left my golden bumper empty of the wine of joy 

It is the wish of my heart, that once more I may meet her. 

" Now, ray good friend, if you acquaint me with the story of 
that washerman, I shall have no objection to relate to- you my 
own." 

Accordingly Hatim went to the washerman,, found the Hind 
man's statement about him to be true, was^ greatly astonished 
at his motions and said : " My good friend ! What fun is this y 
if you were kindly to inform me of the reason of all this, perhaps 
I might be able to help you in your troubles, and liberate you 
from your affliction ;" but the washerman heaved a deep sigh 
and exclaimed : " The wound of my heart no medicine- can heal, 
nor can any advice help me, I am incurable, and the grief of 
my heart would only be augmenrted were I to detail it, 

VERSES. 

I better hide my grief from quacks 
Perhaps divine mercy will cure my grief." 

Hatim said : " Young man ! Make no ceremonies with nae ; 
and I shall not let go hold of you before you have told me your 
adventures." The washerman replied : " I also harbour great 
curiosity about a certain matter, and if you will but satisfy it I 
shall relate to you my story. Be aware that in M^chin there 
is a man who paints during the whole year several pictures of 
the handsomest kind on a board, which he sells in the bazaar 
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at the end of the year for the sum often thousand Dinars, but 
again returns the money and breaks his picture to pieces. I 
know not what may be the reason of this proceeding ?" Hatim 
said : " Alas and woe to me ! Into what a labyrinth of troubles 
have I fallen to be thus sent and referred, to unravel one enigma 
after the other !'' He had however no other remedy than to 
travel to the city of Machin, and it happened that he arrived 
just at the time when the abovementioned painter had brought 
his board into the bazaar and was surrounded by a circle of 
spectators, the number whereof was so considerable that Hatim 
could find no admittance within the crowd except as a bidder, 
and assisted at the scene until the man broke his board, gathered 
the pieces up again, and the people began to disperse among 
exclamations of sorrow. Hatim visited the painter and address- 
ed him as follows : — " Young man ! what is your opinion about 
hospitality ? The painter replied : 

VERSES. 

" A guest is a flower from the garden of prosperity and mercy 
It is the fruit of the spring of happiness 
Whoever is inhospitable injures his own soul. 

He received Hatim in a very friendly manner and asked : 
" To what circumstance may I ascribe the happiness of being 
visited by you ?" Hatim answered : " The mysterious force 
which attracts kindred spirits to each other, has made me 
trespass on your retirement," After ekchanging courtesies 
they became more intimate with each other and Hatim, being 
anxious to attain his object, spoke as follows : — " Dear friend ! 
I conjure you by the obligations which you have already con- 
ferred on me, to explain the circumstances I have witnessed 
this day ?" and the painter replied : " Dear Sir ! In former 
times when the refreshing clouds of youth and strength watered 
the grove of my life, I decked out my imagination with the 
variegated robes of pleasure, and during the greatest portion of 
that time the buds of all kinds of desires blossomed, and ardent 
longings to embrace the fairy of enjoyment, took possession of 
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my heart. I possessed a delightful garden in which I walked 
about one day according to my usual custom, when I beheld 
two serpents fighting with each other. The one was black and 
the other white ; the latter seemed to be weaker than the 
former and almost succumbing to its superior force ; and as 
every one who removes a thorn from the path of a bare-footed 
person, performs a good action, I drew my scymitar and struck 
off the head of the black serpent. That very moment the sky 
became darkened, something roared in the air, a phial descended 
to the earth and was shattered to pieces ; whereon also the 
white serpent disappeared. I was astonished at what had taken 
place, but again returned next day to the garden for the pur- 
pose of promenading ; I passed however near the bank of a 
river, and perceived a bright white hand protruding from the 
water, each finger whereof was adorned with a ring set in 
precious stones of a brilliancy never seen by the eyes of men. 
The desire of possessing such jewels inflamed me and made me 
catch hold of one of the fingers, but the hand pulled me very 
quickly into the river some of the water of which I was com- 
pelled to swallow ; but on opening my eyes I found myself in 
a paradise-like garden full of the most beautiful flowers and 
trees. When I recovered myself from my confusion and 
astonishment I began to stroll about in that spacious park 
until I reached a splendid building which I entered and found 
occupied by a person sitting on a throne surrounded by attend- 
ants. I approached that individual and humbly saluted him ; 
lie received me kindly, called me nearer and said : " I am 
astonished to behold you in this place !" I replied however : 
"* May it please your exalted majesty ; I have not intruded, but 
was forced to come into this region ;" after that I explained the 
whole affair. Hereon he uttered the following words: "On 
account of the benefit which you have conferred on our family, 
we were extremely anxious to see you." When I heard these 
words I b^an to consider to what nation this man might 
belong, and what good I may have done to him, but I was soon 
set right by the following declaration : ** I know you are think- 
ing about me. My ndme is Zayinulmofdhr. From Ma-varannahr 
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which is inhabited by men, the country as far as China isF 
in my power, and except my ancestors and forefathers none of 
the fairies nor genii could, nor can enter it. I am obeyed by 
more than seventy thousand genii and fairies. I have a 
daughter of the name of Ssobayhah wlio is innocent and beauti- 
ful. One of the chief genii had fallen in love with her and 
wished to marry her, and had sent a messenger to enter into 
negotiations on that subject ; but as enmity and strife had 
subsisted between us I refused to have anything to do with 
him. This so incensed the old enmity of the suitor that he 
despatched one of his chief genii named Jarbua to steal the 
girl ; but as my spies had informed me of what was going on, I 
constantly watched my daughter ; she was however accustomed 
to visit your garden, and two days ago she happened to be ia 
it when Jarbua assumed the shape of a black serpent and had 
almost effected his purpose, when you passed by and killed 
hirn. Ssobayhah told me what had happened, and I resolved 
to make you her husband." 

IVhen the maiden was shown to me her bewitching eye at 
once captured the fawn of the repose of my heart ; and on 
beholding the extraordinary attractions of her person, I fell 
ardently in love with her ; and ZayinulmofShr said : " Ssobayhah 
belongs to you ! But as the nature of a fairy is entirely 
different from that of a man, you must never contradict nor 
irritate her, but rather obey her, lest the thread of your natural 
affection be snapped in twain." I promised to obey these 
injunctions, married Ssobayhah, obtained all the necessaries 
required for house-keeping and Zayinulmofiihr himself went to 
another place and left the house with all it® furniture and 
servants at our disposal. After a while the signs of pregnancy 
manifested themselves on my wife and in due time she gave 
birth to a son ; at the very moment however a wolf made his 
appearance to whom she threw the infant and he walked off 
with it. On beholding this act of cruelty my heart burst with 
grief for my child, but on account of my promise I could not 
say anything, and again renewed my intimacy with her, la 
this manner we had three children, two of which she threw tO' 
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wolves, and the third into the fire ; each time however I was 
overpowered with sorrow, until one day when a grandee of that 
region had sent me some food and I was just about to begin to 
eat it with perfect zest, she dashed it away, and patience for- 
sook me BO that I exclaimed : " Darling ! In every thing my 
only desire is to please you, and I have never failed in my duty 
towards you. But what gave rise to your unkindness ? Two 
of my children you have given to wolves, and the third you 
have thrown into the fire ; on that account sorrow had well nigh 
kiUed me, but I said nothing ; and now you have thrown away 
«uch precious food All these are signs of displeasure and 
hatred !" The fuel of these words, set the oven of the lady's 
anger into a blaze and she exclaimed : 

VERSES. 

To expect fidelity from a weak man 

Is like mistaking a drop of water for a pearl. 

Young man ! On the first day of our union you promised 
not to interfere in, nor to ask for, the reason of any of my acts. 
The children which you thought I had given to wolves and 
thrown into the fire, were only surrendered to their nurses ; 
and all are sound and safe." Here she showed my three sons 
all of whom were alive and extremely beautiful. Then she 
continued : " The food which I threw away, had been poisoned 
by a malevolent genius, and had you consumed it, you would 
have immediately died. Now however, as you have been so 
thoughtless I can no longer remain with you." At these words 
she became suddenly changed into a dove and darkness covered 
the sky. When it was again day-light, the castle with its 
furniture and ornaments, the garden and the servants had dis^ 
a;ppeared, and I perceived that I was in a cemetery, dressed in 
the same garb as on the day when I went to walk in my garden. 

For some time after this event I wandered about the bazaars 
and streets like a madman, until my relatives applied various 
remedies and quieted the excited state of my temperament ; 
but no medicine could heal my grief. In our neighbourhood 
there dwelt however a painter who was extremely skilled in 
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the taking of likenesses, and I became his apprentice to 
enable myself to perpetuate the memory of my love and 
to soothe my grief I practiced the art with such energy, that 
I attained skill to paint the likeness of my wife and children, 
in which occupation I take such delight that I complete every 
year a large picture and sell it for a high price, but as my jeal- 
ousy does not allow me to let such precious treasures fall into 
the possession of strangers, I break the picture to pieces. 
my friend ! The felicity I enjoyed is gone for ever, and I spend 
my life in misery." 

As soon as Hatim had heard this narrative he hastened back 
to the washerman and related it to him, who in his turn nar- 
rated his own adventures as follows : — 

I am a washerman, and pursue the trade since a great num- 
ber of years. My occupation brings me every day to this spot, 
and on a certain occasion when I was here as usual, I perceived 
a dove alighting on a tree. The bird was so beautiful that I 
left off my work to contemplate it ; after a while it shook its 
wings, its skin burst and a Hoori-like maiden was revealed to 
my sight. The virgin descended from the tree and sat down 
on my lap. I rubbed the sleeve of astonishment over my eyes 
and exclaimed : What a happiness has fallen to my lot ! 
most beauteous lady, I am ready to sacrifice my life for you, 
and to make you the companion of my joys and sorrows ! But 
the maiden replied: "Young man! This is not the time for 
making fun. I am coming from a great distance, I feel very 
tired, and wish to rest myself for a while." Accordingly she 
placed her head in my lap and fell asleep, whilst I was ponder- 
ing over my good luck and future enjoyment Meanwhile 
another still more elegant pigeon settled on a branch of the 
tree, and when I wished to approach it, I saw that it had become 
a heart-ravishing girl. I was desirous to please her and uttered 
some compliments ; to which she replied as follows: — "Men 
are of weak intellect, and so fickle that they bestow every 
moment their affection on another object. One eye needs not 
two pupils, and one scabbard cannot contain two swords. Let 
no one be thirsty in a river, nor wish for flowers in a garden. 
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HEMISTICH. 

In your arms you have a mistress and you wish for another ? 

Therefore I gently removed the head of the first lady from 
my lap, and said : " I renounce to a thousand mistresses like 
this, for half a smile of your eye ?" I added to these words 
many others of similar import and flattered her considerably, 
till she also manifested a desire for slumbering and reclined in 
that state on my lap. After a short while a third dove settled 
on the tree, likewise burst its skin and appeared in the form of 
a beautiful woman. I immediately forgot what I had said to 
both the two others and fell vehemently in love with her ; but 
whilst I tried to ingratiate myself with her, the two others 
awoke, and all three of them unanimously addressed me in the 
following strain : " faithless ajid ignorant wretch, are you not 
ashamed of your unsteady and Chameleon-like nature, and do 
you not know that the first condition of love is fidelity ? Who 
<K>uld ever expect true attachment from thee ? 

Distich. 

The morning brings light, the evening night 
Nor can a bat perceive the sun." 

Hereon all three of them again assumed the shape of pigeons 
and flew away, and I was left to regret my folly and to repent 
of my fickleness. Since that time many years have elapsed, I 
can never forget the scene, and roam about in despair." 

When Hatim left the washerman and went to the cave in 
the mountain, the blind man related to * him his story as 
follows : — 

In former times I was a skilful geomancer, and one day I 
visited a tradesman in the town with whom I had some busi- 
ness, after terminating which, he requested me to cast his 
horoscope. I complied, and it appeared that he was to find a 
treasure. I informed him of the circumstance but he smiled 
incredulously and said : " I am too well acquainted with my 
own destitute condition ; what you say is impossible, and you 
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better leave off making fun of me." I repeated the operation, 
but the result was the same, and I swore that there is no joke 
at all in the matter. He asked : " Then where is it ?" I 
replied: In this house. Accordingly we locked the door and 
both of us commenced to dig with great energy until we met 
a large stone, and on removing it we perceived that it covered 
a well. After consulting with each other we concluded that 
he should go down, and I was to remain above. Accordingly 
I let him by a rope into the depth in a basket, which he 
immediately filled with gold, and I drew it up several times 
until an immense sum of the just named metal, and a great 
number of precious stones lay by my side. Then I said to my- 
self : " It is possible that if I pull the mem up again, he will 
try to get rid of me and in that manner I may be deprived of 
life as well as of this treasure. It will be best for me to leave 
him in the well, to remove these riches without the knowledge 
of any one, and to spend the remainder of my life in comfort.'' 
Accordingly I did no more let the rope down, although the 
man who had become aware of my intention', exclaimed: 
" Brother ! Do not harbour any evil suspicions about me, for 
I shall never forget your kindness, and we shall make an equal 
and fraternal distribution of the whole treasure ; draw me up I 
beseech you ;" I refused to comply, because I considered that a 
secret in the possession of two men becomes soon divulged, and 
both are disappointed. Therefore I took no notice of his 
lamentations but was thinking how I might remove the trea- 
sure without the knowledge of any one, and concluded that the 
first thing to be done, was to cover up the well so as to remain 
free from any apprehensions concerning my partner, and then 
gradually to carry off the gold and the silver. With these ideas 
I walked about the house and thought that it would be best 
for me to wait till the night sets in, and then to cover the well 
and to take away a portion of the treasure ; but when a portion 
of the night had elapsed it occurred to me, that I might possi- 
bly be attacked by robbers or that some other mishap might 
befall me, and therefore I considered it would be more prudent 
to wait for the break of day and then with a quiet mind to 
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take away my riches ; and whilst I was thus thinking I fell 
asleep." 

The owner of that house happened however to haVe a mortal 
enemy who was waiting for an opportunity to kill him ; and 
being that night desirous to carry out his intention, he ap- 
proached the house, fixed a lasso to the wall by means of which 
he climbed to the flat house-top from which he descended very 
carefully into the apartment where the georaancer was sleep- 
ing. The latter heard foot-steps and leapt up affrighted, 
asking : " Who is there ?" The robber who mistook him for 
the owner of the house^ caught hold of him and threw him to 
the ground. The georaancer said : " Friend, if you want silver 
or gold, take it, but spare m^y life." The burglar rejoined : 
" Do you wish to deceive me, and thus to elude my grasp by 
such a subterfuge 1 You are as poor as a beggar, and I shall 
make you walk the streets as one" Thereon he pulled out an 
awl from his pocket and lanced both the eyes of the geomancer, 
thus blinding him for ever and being in the hands of Providence 
the instrumfent of punishing him for his covetousness ;: after 
thus effecting his revenge he wished to leave the house but as^ 
it was dark he happened to fall into the well and broke his leg. 
The owner of the house, who fancied that it was the geomancer, 
coming for more gcdd, exclaimed : '' My dear friend ! You are 
wonderfully covetous and impudent ; you have not only brought 
me to this misery but you have yourself become my partner in 
misfortune." His enemy however, who had mistaken him for 
a person thrown into the well by the owner of the house, said : 
" I have punislied the man who has imprisoned you in this 
well ;" but as he immediately began himself to bellow out on. 
account of the pain occasioned by his broken foot, the owner 
knew that it was not the geomancer. The latter was however 
heard roaring above from the suffering occasioned by his eyes 
until the morning dawned. 

The owner of the house had a son who had gone as a trader 
to foreign countries, and had returned on that day hom«, with 
a great deal of gold,, merchandize and mauy slaves. First o£ 
all he entered his father's house, and perceived with astonishr 
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ment by the Bide of an open well a heap of treasure, with a 
man holding both his hands to his eyes, sayiug : " I was com- 
fortable without this treasure, but my greediness for it deprived 
me of peace and of my eye sight ;" and from the depth of the 
well also lamentations ascended. 

On beholding this confusion the young man said to the 
geomancer : " Who are you and what threnodies are these V* 
The latter however, mistook him for the man who had pierced 
his eyes, and said : " Wretch ! After having made me thus 
miserable, you still ask who I am ?" Hereon the young man 
sent a slave into the well with a rope, and the first person he 
brought up was his own father, who was delighted to behold 
his son and narrated what had happened ; and when his 
enemy had likewise been pulled out, the latter perceived that 
the owner of the house was sound and safe, and the geomancer 
blind. The owner of the house took pity with both of them, 
but his enemy died a short time afterwards. 

When the geomancer had finished his tale he said to Hatim : 
" I have been conveyed to this cave, and every morning and 
evening two small loaves of bread are thrown to me. Many 
years have elapsed since I am here, but I have never ceased to 
repent of my covetousness. 

After Hatim had thus collected all these stories he proceeded 
to the queen again, who narrated her own as follows : — 

My father was an opulent merchant of this country, and was 
very intimate with all the ruling powers of it, until he died, 
when I inherited all his property and lived in comfort One 
day I was sitting in a window and perceived a large company 
of devout persons preceded by a man of great sanctity who bore 
the marks of piety on his countenance. Whenever he stopped, 
a chair was placed for him, and all the people stood reverently 
around him, wiping with their sleeves the dust from his skirts 
and from his shoes ; and in this manner the whole possession 
approached the city. Seeing the stature of that individual 
thus invested with the robe of piety and devotion ; I became 
curious to ascertain what a hermit or saint he might be, and 
despatched a servant for the purpose of making the necessary 
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enquiries. He returned soon and said : " This is MoUa 
Tamurtash the ascetic, who has in the school of abstinence 
studied the laws of divinity and holds his devotions in a hermi- 
tage of mount Abu-Tuchmah, and is now coming to the city at 
the invitation of the inhabitants to preach and to pray." Here- 
on I considered that it would be an omission on my part not to 
pay a compliment to so holy a personage, and the next day I 
made up a few presents and said to a slave : " Take this to the 
hermitage of the ascetic, and request his prayers for me at the 
throne of grace." My messenger was received with great kind- 
ness and examined on every circumstance connected with my 
affairs. During the following night however an alarm of 
"thieves" was raised in my house, and when I awoke I per- 
ceived that a number of men had walked ofif with nearly the 
whole contents of the premises, and I sent a spy in pursuit of 
them to see where they took my property. My servant returned 
after a while and brought the information that every thing had 
been conveyed to the hermitage of the ascetic. Accordingly I 
immediately hastened to the king's palace, and stated my case, 
but was greatly surprised to receive the following reply: "This 
foolish and impudent woman speaks like an infidel : she ought 
to be expelled from this city, lest some calamity might befall 
us on account of her wickedness. To malign the character of 
a man who has during his whole life walked in the path of 
virtue, is tantamount to calling down the wrath of God on our 
own heads." Subsequently I was driven out of the town poor 
and helpless, and walked on foot till I reached a village where 
I took refuge with a respectable man ; and not having any 
other possessions left on this earth except a ruby which I wore 
on Ja ring, I managed to sell it for ten thousand dirhems through 
the intervention of my host ; and as one of the agents of my 
father was established in Hindustan I concluded to travel to 
that country. Accordingly I bought a camel and a slave, pro- 
ceeded on my journey and found in due time the agent of my 
father to whom I explained my case. In short, I remained for 
some time in Hindustan and engaged in commerce, by means 
of which I managed to accumulate an immense fortune. It 
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was my intention again to return to China, therefore I bought 
seventy powerful, valiant, and intelligent slaves, put on male 
clothes, started on my journey, and traded from town to town? 
itntil I arrived in my native city. There I procured an audience- 
during which I presented the king with a number of valuable^ 
gifts, and in a short time the rumour spread in every place that 
an opulent merchant had arrived from Hindustan with a great 
company of attendants. One d^y I gave some silver and gold to 
a slave and ordered him to carry it to Tamartash the ascetic witk 
my humble request to remember me in his prayers ; when how-^ 
ever the night set in I ordered all my attendants to arm them- 
selves, and to be ready, but to keep themselves quiet and con- 
cealed. I was not deceived in my expectation, for, about the 
middle of the night, the ascetic with his disciples arrived, they^ 
threw ropes over the wall, and made their entrance into the court- 
yard with the intention to plunder my house ; my retainers how- 
ever suddenly leapt forth from their ambush and captured the 
ascetic with forty accomplices, all of whom I confined in chains. 
As soon as the morning dawned 1 went to the palace and made- 
my statement, in consequence whereof the Amyr ordered the- 
police immediately to search for the thieves ; I said however :• 
" Amyr, the robbers are all already captured, and if you will 
permit I shall bring them into your presence." When the* 
Amyr and all his courtiers beheld Tamartash the ascetic with 
his disciples, all of them were amazed ; but the Amyr neverthe- 
less ordered them to be punished with death, saying : " That 
woman stated the truth the first time also, but we gave no- 
credit to her words ; she has suffered innocently, and now we 
have no means to make good our error." But I replied smiling : 
<' That poor woman am I, and related the whole affair." The 
Amyr approved of what I had done and surrendered to me all 
the property of the ascetic. Now my friend! Some years 
have elapsed since I am accustomed to bestow the most abund- 
ant gifts from that property and no diminution appears in it ; 
but in spite of all my liberality, my fame is not known beyondi 
this country, whereas that of Hatim is patent and manifest in 
the world like the sun. You have promised to bring me the- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



TORTUNE AND MISFORTUNE. 4^ 

head of flatim, b^it you have not kept your wovi." Hatim 
replied : " 1 am myself Hatim and my head is at your service ;*' 
and drawing his sword he placed it before the queen. She was 
however grea% moved and said : " True greatness consists not 
merely in liberality, but in jeopardizing our lives for those of 
our friends, and that you have done. Therefore the pre* 
eminence is yours, hitherto I have abstained from accepting the 
addresses of any man, but your beauty and liberality induce 
me to offer you my head.'' Hatim was highly pleased, drew 
the hand of response over the eyes of acquiescene, married her> 
and lived with her happily for many years until they were 
parted by death. 

When Khayrandish had terminated this story he said to 
Nassar : " I have related these tales, to impress on your mind, 
that whoever abandons the reins of his heart to the promptings 
of foolish illusions and to the vain imaginations of his animal 
passions, will fare like those three men, will reap only dis- 
appointment, will carry on his back the load of bitter memories 
and will during his whole life taste nothing but the beverage 
of shame and repentance. 

THIRD ADVICE. 

Although fortune may smile on a man, and distinguish him 
above his peers, he is to be provident, prudent, and must not 
despise the counsel of his friends. He must also be on his 
guard from enemies and be wary of them, else he will like 
Kashurkasha the son of the king of Fars, fall into the power of 
his enemies and the rose-grove of his contentment will be 
withered by the autumn of grief, and he will during his whole 
life remain a wanderer in the deserts of repentance." Nassur 
asked : " How was that ?" and Khayrandish said : 

STOEY. 

A king of Fars named Feridun had a son whom he called 
Kashurkasha, whom he educated and kept with himself till he 
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was seventy years old. Then the young prince took it into his 
head to travel to India, and acquainted his father with his 
intention as follows: — "Since travel enlightens the understand- 
ing, and entails experience, it is my wish to wander by land 
and by sea in the guise of a merchant." The Amyr replied : 
" Beloved son ! I wish to please you in all things ; but separa- 
tion from you will distress my heart, and I am unwilling to 
part with you." Neither these words however, nor any other 
entreaties could induce the young man to give up his plan, and 
he was at last allowed to depart. Accordingly his father gave 
him plenty of money and a number of faithful attendants and 
said : " Travelling is often connected with misfortunes, and in 
case you should fall into distress I advice you to visit the mer- 
chant NassuruUah who lives in Bagdad, is greatly devoted to, 
and will ready to do anything for me. He will receive you very 
kindly." After these words the Amyr gave his seal-ring to 
Kashurkasha and continued : " When you meet NassuruUah 
you must show him this ring, which will be a voucher for your 
family and connections." 

Kashurkasha bade adieu to his father, assumed the guise 
of a merchant and travelled to India where he made such 
abundant profits in commerce that he went to the country 
of the Franks where he became so rich that he purchased 
nearly a thousand Indian and Turkish slaves who constantly 
waited on him. As however a craving for dominion and 
power is inherent in the natures of all scions of royalty, all 
his opulence could not satisfy him, and he coveted a crown. 
Accordingly he said to himself: "Every undertaking must 
succeed if the proper means are applied in the pursuit of it 
A kingdom is gained by valor and a good army; and thanks 
be to God I possess both, and prosperity will second my 
efforts. Indeed which of my ancestors ever demeaned him- 
self to the trade of a merchant ? I cannot live in such 
an unworthy manner, and to descend from a high position 
to a low one, is against common sense and betokens a mean 
disposition, In these regions there are numbers of towns 
and principalities which I may easily conquer; and indeed 
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most of the royal personages who attained great fame, began only 
on a small scale, and enlarged their possessions only by degrees." 
With this resolution Kashurkasha travelled from place to place 
in the country of the Franks and looked for an opportunity to 
carry out his design. In this manner he one day arrived near a 
large city, but when he approached it still more, he beheld an 
army consisting entirely of cavalry which happened to be that 
of the Amyr of the city ; who, when he perceived the squadron 
of Kashurkasha imagined it to belong to an enemy and sent a 
messenger to make inquiries, but Kashurkasha sent answer 
that he is a merchant coming from Hindustan, and asked in 
his turn some questions. The envoy replied : *' This is Tytmyran 
and this is the Jalyaq of Tytmyran, who is on a hunting ex- 
pedition." When the messenger had returned Tytmyran rode 
to see Kashurkasha who met him half ways and saluted him 
courteously, because the lamp of politeness emits so consider- 
able a glare as to conceal and overshadow any plans that men 
harbour in their minds. 

On witnejising the gentlemanly demeanour of Kashurkasha, 
Jalydq immediately perceived that he could not be of mean 
descent, and invited him to make an excursion on horse-back 
into the surrounding country. Kashurkasha gracefully com- 
plied, and their intimacy increased more and more during the 
course of the day. Whilst they were riding together they 
reached a high edifice near which the king alighted, and enter- 
ed. After a short while the king again came out, but in tears ; 
and on being asked by Kashurkasha for the reason of his sad- 
ness he replied that on another occasion he would explain the 
cause of his melancholy. On entering the city a suitable 
locality was assigned to Kashurkasha and his followers, and 
JaJyiiq took the hand of the former and spoke to him as 
follows : — " Every man bears on his countenance the signs of 
his character, and in our first interview I discovered you to be 
of noble descent, and to be the scion of a royal family. I also 
had a son of extraordinary beauty and accomplishments ; he 
was very fond of hunting and of roaming about, and once he 
took leave from me for two months with a number of trust- 
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worthy attendants. I counted the days impatiently, and when 
the time for his return had elapsed I dreaded that some mis- 
fortune might have befallen him, and sent a number of persons 
in search of him, all of whom gradually came back again with- 
out bringing any tidings, I was so overpowered by melancholy 
that I wept day and night, until at last, after the expiration of 
a whole year my son made his appearance quite alone, in a 
destitute condition and almost naked. As soon as I caught 
sight of him I exclaimed : " Beloved son ! How has the dust 
of this languidness settled on the skirts of your happy disposi- 
tion, and how has your beauty faded ? What has become of 
your servants and goods?" My son replied: '*Dear father! 
My heart suffers from a wound which no medicine can cure. 
Do not ask me any questions, because my case is a very sad 
one." After these words he took from his garment a portrait 
which he contemplated, saying : 

VERSES. 

When I began to worship the person of my love, 
My novl ascended to my lips, and X lost my peaoe, 
A ray of my love's favour had alighted on my head, 
But alas ! I have lost my love I 

Dear father ! When we embarked in our boat we sailed 
pleasantly for nearly a whole week, but a contrary wind arose 
and we lost all control over our vessel ; and thus we were 
tossed about during forty days, when the tempest ceased and 
we came in sight of land. We made haste to go on shore, but 
we knew not to what country or nation it belonged. We 
strpUed about and arrived in a beautiful prairie containing a 
luxuriant vegetation ; there we hunted and proceeded until 
we arrived in a cultivated tract of land and beheld a magnificent 
palace. On asking a man for information he spoke as follows : 
— " You are in Kashmir and this castle is the mansion of the 
daughter of Khojah Fayssur the Vizier of Kashmir; she is 
accustomed to spend a few months here every year during the 
season of flowers." In one of my rambles I afterwards happened 
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to meet a lady of exquisite beauty, and though I had fallen 
in love with her I dared not to address her, but sent her a 
fervent declaration through an old woman; requesting an 
interview. The reply I got was extremely discouraging, but 
I nevertheless continued my ramblds in the grounds of the 
castle to ei^oy the happiness of sometimes catching sight of 
my idol. When I was thus standing once, she dropped a paper 
from above and on opening it I found that it contained het 
portrait. This was a great joy to me, which was however soon 
turned into grief when I heard that the lady had departed to 
Kashmir. I could do nothing better than follow her, and to 
endeavour to obtain a meeting. Ultimately my passion became 
a hallucination, and as I did not care for money-affairs my 
attendants left me gradually, so that I was at last abandoned 
by every one of them and fell into a state of wretched destitu- 
tion. The dominant idea however still supported me that I 
would yet become happy although for the present I was a 
houseless beggar in the streets ; one night the police were 
about to catch me but I took to my heels, they ran after pae ; 
and after I got a little start of them I wished to take refuge in 
a bouse and exclaimed : " Is there any one here who possesses 
kindness enough to save a man from the whirlpool of misery V* 
Hereon a person opened the door, admitted me and said : "Rest 
yourself here this night, and trust in the mercy of God." I 
was tired and reclined against the wall, when I suddenly heard 
the sounds of a harp and of a female VMce issuing from the 
adjoining apartment, and my curiosity seduced me to look 
through an aperture at the scene: I beheld a Hoori-like 
maiden playing on a harp and warbling like a nightingale. 
The amorous melody and the music of Ihe harp produced such 
an enervating effect on me that I could no longer stand on my 
legs, and falling on the door, which happened to be of weak 
construction I precipitated it tc^ether with the weight of 
my own body on the master of the house who was sitting 
near it, and as it struck his head with considerable force, he 
immediately expired. Hereon the woman immediately 
jumped up, shouting: "A robber has killed my master." 
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This exclamation soon brought all the neighbours to the spot, 
who saw me standing and the Khojah dead , therefore they 
immediately fettered me, and inflicted so many blows on me 
that my whole body was but a mass of bruises. Then I was 
taken before the Amyr wTio ordered me to be taken to the 
prison. It happened that the jailor was a man who had before 
been in my service, and he burst into tears when he beheld me 
in that state. I informed him how I had come to the place, 
and he said : " Fear nothing ! You are safe !" Accordingly 
he dressed me in other clothes and sent me out to a friend, 
and my own garments he put on the corpse of a man who had 
died that day and had been buried in the cemetery. When 
therefore the next morning the police came to take me from 
the prison before the Amyr to be beheaded, they were dis- 
appointed and reported that the culprit had been so unmerci- 
fully beaten when he was captured, that he expired during the 
night; and the Amyr said: "At all events incase the man 
was innocent, the guilt of his death cannot be attributed to 
me." To this opinion the superintendent of the police replied : 
" That is true enough, but the people had no right to kill the 
man. This afifair ought not to be lightly esteemed, and the 
persons who killed the man are themselves guilty of murder." 
Hereon the Amyr ordered him to go and to investigate the mat- 
ter. Accordingly the police superintendent assembled all the 
inhabitants of that quarter of the town, intending to fine every 
one of them in a sum of money, ordered the corpse likewise to 
be produced and spoke as follows : — " Ye impudent fellows ! 
How many kings or governments are in this town ?" They 
replied : " One." He continued : " If there be but one king 
here, then why have you taken justice into your own hands 
and killed this man ?" The people were amazed and asked : 
" Whom have we killed ?" He replied : " This man, who has 
been captured on the suspicion of being a robber and whom 
you have illtreated to such a degree that he expired." But 
when the people looked at the dead man they said : " This is 
not the robber, whom we had brought ; he was a young man 
of fair complexion and black hair ; of strong make and healthy 
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appearance. This man is middle aged and sickly ; we know 
not who has killed him." The superintendent continued : 
" There is no use in denying the matter" and called for the 
instruments of torture for the purpose of eliciting a confession ; 
when one of the bystanders glanced at the corpse and sudden- 
ly exclaimed : " This is my father, Khojah Fays the gladiator 
who had not long ago performed before the Amyr of Kabul, 
but had on his return home drank some Arak which gave him 
the cholic, so that he was obliged to go to bed, and was visited 
by some friends who advised him taget himself cured by Ratyl 
the glazier who is at present famous for his skill and excels 
all the physicians of the age. I brought that gentleman to the 
bedside of my father, and he prescribed something which was 
however of no avail, and we buried our father." Here the 
superintendent exclaimed : " Stupid man ! who asked your 
testimony ?" But the man would not be quieted and exclaim- 
ed : *' See what the superintendent of the police has come to ! 
For the sake of gain he takes believers who have died, out of 
their graves ! I shall immediately go and bring the doctor, the 
Mueddhin, the grave-digger and the parson; to-morrow we 
shall bring the matter before the Amyr, and you my friends 
will be my witnesses. Come with me !" Accordingly a num- 
ber of persons followed him, which vexed the superintendent 
and he exclaimed : " Do not you be deceived by the ravings of 
this fool ; for I shall not let you escape without a fine." At 
these words another portion of the crowd likewise became 
excited and shouted : " The superintendent has entered into 
partnership with a lot of scoundrels whom he sends out in the 
night to rob the people, and gets his share of every burglary 
that is committed. When any robbers are caught he allows 
them to escape, and in their stead he disinters corpses, which 
must likewise serve his nefarious purposes. Is there no king 
in this place ? Is it not enough that one of our men was killed 
and now we are to pay a fine into the bargain !" Now the son 
of the dead man again made his appearance with the physician, 
the parson, the grave-digger and many other witnesses all of 
whom accused the superintendent of police. On the other 
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hand the latter was supported by his own subordinates and by 
another crowd of armed men ; so that after a short time both 
parties attacked each other, blood was shed, and several mea 
were killed and wounded. 

When the Amyr learnt that the superintendent had beeu 
the cause of such a confusion he was displeased, and the enemies 
of the superintendent so worked, on the mind of the Amyr that 
the guilty oflScial was ordered to be hung and the jailor wha 
had saved my life to be installed in his place. One day I per- 
ceived multitudes of people assembled in the streets and asked 
the superintendent for the cause ; he replied : " To-day the 
daughter of the Vizier of Kashmir has died, and all this con- 
fusion is on account of that event" This news conkpletely 
upset all my hopes and I left immediately the house of the 
superintendent, walked till I arrived on the sea-shore where I 
met persons embarking for the country of the Franks; I 
accompanied them and finally arrived in this place.'*^ 

When my beloved son had terminated his recital he heaved 
a deep sigh and said: "Beloved father! Aa a dutiful son I 
ought to have obeyed and never left you, and thus I would 
never have fallen into the misery I endure. I beseech, you ta 
sweep away my transgression with the besom of kindness, and 
to wash away the filth of my sins with the limpid stream of 
pardon." After uttering the above words he expired ; my 
grief for him can never be appeased, and the edifice from 
which I came out weeping, is his tomb. 

As I have no son, I am often wondering which of my enemies 
will succeed to my kingdom when I am na more. I am sure 
that you are a man of gentle blood, and of good disposition ;; 
may I request you to acquaint me with your affairs ?" Kashur- 
kasha most willingly complied with the demand, and when he 
had terminated his recital, the king spoke as follows i — '' I am 
prosperous in all my affairs, and am respected by friend and 
foe ; I have however passed the meridian of life, and mean to» 
devote the remainder of it to the duties I owe to my Creator ► 
and though I have meditated about and sought a person who 
might take upon himself a portion of my royal affairs, and be 
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a companion of my solitude, I have found no one worthier than 
yoursel£" As Kashurkasba was wishing for such a high station 
he joyfully replied : " May the beautiful leaves of the Amyr's 
book of life never be scattered as long as the world-illuminating 
«un moves in the firmament ! I am ready to obey your com- 
mands !" Accordingly the Amyr assembled the grandees of his 
kingdom and spoke to them as follows : — " I inform you that 
the royal prince Kashurkasha who happened to live for some 
time in this city is by me appointed to become my successor, 
as I have no heir. Therefore I advise every one who loves and 
obeys me to obey him likewise." All the Viziers and grandees 
drew th« finger of acquiescence over the eyes of aflSrmation, 
and the Amyr dressed Kashurkasha in the costly robe of viceroy 
and said . " Dear friend ! I have seven Viziers, nevertheless I 
entrust the direction of all aflfairs to Khojah Behruz whose 
sincere friendship I have tried on the touch-stone of experience, 
and have never discovered a flaw in his noble disposition ; 
therefore although you are endowed with the innate sagacity 
of royal personages, you are not familiar with the laws and 
manners of this country ; therefore I recommend you never to 
act without his advice, in order that the affairs of our kingdom 
may prosper." After these words the Jalydq divorced the bride 
of royalty, married her to Kashurkasha, and himself retired to 
the comer of repose," 

Kashurkasha who had without any efforts of his own, been 
so greatly favoured by his good luck, sat very joyfully on the 
throne of dignity and power, when by the decree of providence 
Jaly^ was removed from this terrestrial abode; and as the 
desire of self-aggrandisement coupled with unlimited dominion, 
destroys contentment and begets an inordinate longing for 
greater power, Kashurkasha gave way to ambitious schemes 
and concluded that he ought to conquer some of the adjoining 
kingdoms. On this subject he consulted nevertheless all his 
Viziers who perfectly coincided with his opinion, and even 
inflamed his ambition more and more. When the turn of 
Bahruz came, he spoke as follows : — ** May the ready money of 
prosperity be always present in the treasury of the hopes of the 
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king, and may the joyful season of perpetual spring always glad- 
den his heart. This is not the time for attack but rather for 
defence. In our times many potentates of the country of the 
Franks wished to conquer this land ; they came with countless 
armies but were all repulsed by Jalydq whose fame is yet felt 
abroad ; soon however the change which has taken place will 
become known to them, and your majesty will have enough 
to do in warding off their attacks." Kashurkasha paid no 
attention to these words, but marched in consequence of the 
approbation of all his other Viziers to Baml which is a 
country belonging to the Franks, and when he had arrived, 
he halted, and despatched the following letter to Fott^l Shah 
the king of Bi,ml : — 

The title-ornament of this epistle is the name of that 
sovereign, of the volume of whose world-adorning book of 
omnipotence the existence of all creatures is but one doti 
Secondly as all nations of men are connected by the sameness 
of their species, and as it is incumbent upon the mighty to 
protect the feeble ; and if they treat their subjects well they 
reap blessings ; therefore we send you our kind salutations^ 
and inform you, that as it is our intention to hunt in these 
regions, and that as you would be unable to endure the 
brightness of our countenance in the same way as a bat 
cannot look at the sun, and we fear that if you were to per- 
ceive some of our army and warlike preparations, bodily and 
mental diseases might befall you, we advise you to surrender 
the keys of your fortress to the bearer of this letter, on pain 
of incurring our displeasure." 

Fottdl Shah perused the letter and sent the following re- 
ply: "We were astonished at the folly and presumption of 
your missile, and challenge you to do your worst." After 
sending off these lines, the king hastened out with his forces 
to attack Kashurkasha, who had meanwhile received informa- 
tion from spies that in his rear another king of the Frank 
country was in ambush. KLashurkasha was considering how 
to act with one enemy in front and another in the rear, when 
the countless hosts of Fottal Shah came in sight, and there 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FORTUNE AND MISFORTUNE. 55 

was no other option but to await the issue. The enemy march- 
ed on, attacked Kashurkasha, the battle raged fiercely, both 
parties fought valiantly ; at last however Fottdl Shah prevailed 
and Kashurkasha fled. In the morning he was a king and in 
the evening a beggar, fleeing from his pursuers. On the second 
day his horse was so exhausted that he was obliged to walk on 
foot until he arrived at a spring where he drank, and as he was 
greatly in want of rest he laid down and slept. A shepherd who 
had been searching for a lost sheep, happened to arrive in the 
vicinity of the spot ; and beholding a young man dressed in 
costly garments stretched -out at full length, his greediness 
to obtain the clothes induced him to throw a stone, 
which however missed the intended victim. Kashurkasha 
jumped up and on beholding a man of helpless aspect he asked : 
" Who are you ?" The individual replied : " I am a shepherd ; 
who are you yourself and what business have you at the 
spring where I daily water the sheep of the Amyr. You have 
come here unceremoniously and on account of your inauspici- 
ous presence the water has assumed a muddy appearance ; all 
my sheep are scattered over the desert, and how shall I answer 
to the Amyr ?" With these words he suddenly leapt on Kashur- 
kasha, divested him of his clothes and left him his own rags in 
exchange ; and tying with a rope both the hands and feet of 
the unfortunate prince he left him. 

After Fottdl Shah had won the battle, captured the army of 
his antagonist and plundered his treasury, he could find no 
trace of Kashurkasha ; therefore he despatched a number of 
men in search of him some of whom arrived in the vicinity of 
the spring and on perceiving a man there, whose hands and 
feet were tied they asked him who he was. Kashurkasha 
guessed that they were men of Fottdl Shah who had come to 
look for him, and replied : " I am a shepherd and have come 
here with my sheep; when a young man from whose forehead 
the marks of nobility radiated, made his appearance and asked 
me for a sheep ; but I said that they all belonged to the Amyr 
and that I was not at liberty to give away any of them. At this 
statement he became so incensed that he tied my hands and 
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feet, and walked off with a sheep ; and as you have so opportunely 
arrived in this place I request you to liberate me from my 
bonds." The men fancied that he had given them information 
about Kashurkasha, and were pleased ; therefore they untied 
him, gave him some food, and hastened in search of the fugitive. 
After this lucky escape Kashurkasha thanked God, and quick- 
ly proceeded to a mountain which was not very far, and found 
refuge in a cave. Meanwhile the emissaries of Fott^ Shah were 
roaming about the plain and caught sight of the shepherd 
when he was just in the act of trying to catch the horse of 
Kashurkasha. They said to each other: "We must not allow 
him to get at the horse ;" and when the shepherd perceived 
that they meant to capture him, he thought that they were the 
companions of Kashurkasha and had come in pursuit of him ; 
therefore he exclaimed : " My good friends ! I have committed 
an error ! I hope you will pardon my transgression ;" and 
began to undress himself They however said ; " Kashurkasha ! 
We are not such fools as to let you go if you give us your 
clothes. Three or four days have elapsed since we are wander- 
ing through mountains and plains in search of you and have 
not taken any rest. Your garments alone cannot reward our 
pains, and Fottdl Shah will require an account of you. Come, 
let us go r The shepherd continued : " The affair between 
your master and me has taken place to-day ; why should you 
be seeking me these four days ?" The pursuers replied : " He 
has lost his kingdom and has become crazy ; we must not be- 
lieve, but convey him immediately to the Amyr ?" At these 
words the shepherd wished to make use of the sword of Kashur- 
kasha, but being too awkward to do so, he threw it to the 
ground, and wielded his own staff in such a manner as to kill 
one of his captors. Hereon the others made an onslaught, 
tied his hands, pulled him on a horse and said : " Kashurkasha ! 
Do not wriggle now that the boat of your prosperity has become 
a wreck and has sunk into the ocean of misfortune, for it will 
be of no use. It was folly on your part to attack so powerful a 
king ; but do not be dismayed he is kind hearted and will have 
mercy- on you." The shepherd replied : " My good fellows ! 
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I swear by the souls of Pyr Siah Posh, and Bajaq, and Baba 
Aly Mest, and Mezar Mongal, that I had no idea he was a king. 
My covetousness has seduced me t-o rob him of his clothes ; I 
hope you will pardon my uncivility." They rejoined: "You 
simulate folly ! Do not you recollect that you wrote a letter 
to the king, and after marching with so large an army against 
him you do not know that he is a sovereign ? You say you 
have robbed him of his clothes ; but these words are very silly, 
considering that you were of elegant speech, great intellect, 
and that you sat on a royal throne." The shepherd continued : 
*'You are talking book- words; I have never learnt to read ; 
what do I know about letters and armies. I have done no 
other harm than taken his clothes;, besides, it is against the 
habits of kings to come into the desert alone and on foot ; 
luckily for him no worse man than myself met him, who might 
have killed him. I beseech you for God's sakej take- the clothes 
and let me go ; because there is no one to take care of my sheep, 
and if anything happens to them, I slmll Imve to atone for it by 
the loss of everything belonging to- m^ and mine." At these 
words the soldiers looked at each other and smiled, and the 
shepherd himself also smiled. They said : " Kashurkasha ! 
If you have run mad on account of the loss of your kingdom it 
IS no wonder, and it is marvellous that you are still alive." He 
regoined : " Why have you changed my name ? I am called 
Kullamuddin Ahmad and you hail me every moment by the 
name of Kashurkasha ; perhaps you mean to sell me ?" Whilst 
they were thus progressing and laughing, they happened to 
approach a small settlement and said: "Let us rest a while in 
this place." When they entered, some of the inhabitants 
perceived Kullamuddin Ahmad, recognized, and asked him : 
"Where have you got these fine clothes ? Who are these men ? 
Why have they tied your hands ?" He said : " I have robbed 
a man of these clothes, but these fellows have caught, and are 
taking me to the king. I am willing to abandon the clothes 
but they will not abandon me. I beseech you by the favour of 
Pir Muhammad Djendah Poosh to give to these fellows any- 
thing they ask for, and to liberate me, and I shall repay yoa* 
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in goats/' In consequence of this solicitation several of the 
headmen of the village stepped forward and spoke to the 
soldiers as follows : — " Good friends ! KuUamuddin Ahmad con- 
fesses his fault, and has acted wrongly. But of what use 
will it be to take him before the Amyr. We have determined 
to prepare a good roast for you, if you will let him go ?" They 
however laughed and replied : " This is Kashurkasha the Amyr 
of Tytmyran who had become king in lieu of Jalydq, but had 
attacked our sovereign and was put to flight. The king has 
sent nearly a thousand men in pursuit of him, and has promised 
to confer a high dignity and position on his captor. We have 
taken great pains for several days, and it is not likely that we 
shall let him go. All his speeches are merely the consequence 
of a disordered brain." At this reply the inhabitants of the 
village were astonished and became silent. 

The soldiers of Fottdl Shah proceeded to the city and when 
they arrived, the rumour spread that they had captured Kashur- 
kasha. The shepherd was brought into the presence of the 
king, and the splendour of the court so dazzled him that he 
lost his speech, and the king spoke to him as follows : — " You 
fool ! Do sovereigns and high personages indite such letters ? 
Now I shall ignominiously kill you, to set you up as an example 
to all presumptuous and silly persons !" When the shepherd 
heard this sentence he was roused, and exclaimed : " O king 1 
I swear by the manes of Baba Nasym Sermest, that I made 
that very day a vow of repentance to go on pilgrimage to the 
sepulchre of Baba Jany and never any more to commit such an 
act. Indeed the clothes are present, and at hand ; I possess 
several ewes big with milk, which I shall give you if you set 
me free. I have the sheep of one hundred men under my 
charge, and if anything befalls them, all my friends and relatives 
will be unable to liquidate the obligation f and he wept bitterly. 
When Fott^ Shah heard these words and contemplated his 
deplorable condition he exclaimed in astonishment : " How 
does this reply agree with our question ?" Hereon all who 
were present in the assembly smiled, and a merchant who had 
before been at Tytmyran, and knew Kashurkasha, arose, kissed 
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the floor of civility and spoke as follows : — " O Amyr ! This is 
not Kashurkasha. He is a man of handsome aspect and fair 
speech ; this individual is an ignorant boor." Hereon the king 
first examined the shepherd and then the captors who stated 
their case, and he said : " Both parties are right ; Kashurkasha 
was at the spring, and has purposely misled you. At present 
there is no use to make any further efforts because he has 
gained time to go wherever he likes." Then he presented 
the shepherd with five thousand Dinars and dismissed him. 

After Kashurkasha had concealed himself in the mountain- 
cave, he was again driven out of it by hunger, descended into 
the plain and wandered from town to town scratching the 
wound of the loss of his kingdom and of the treasure of pros- 
perity with the nails of regret and sorrow and keeping it fresh 
by the salt of repentance, until he arrived in Turkey. There 
it occurred to him one day that his father had told him in 
case his good fortune should abandon him, to visit Khojah 
SadduUah the merchant who would aid him. Accordingly 
Kashurkasha went to Bagdad and found the house of the mer- 
chant who was a very kind-hearted man, and who happened 
just to be going on a visit to the Khalif with whom he stood in 
high favour. On perceiving Kashurkasha he concluded from 
his poor attire that he was a mendicant and ordered one of his 
attendants to give him alms ; on receiving which he burst into 
a flood of tears, and on Khojah Sadullah's asking him for the 
reason of his weeping; he produced the ring of his father. 
When the Khojah beheld the ring he said : " This ring be- 
longs to king Feridun of Eran ; I have given it to him ; but 
how did it come into your possession ?" Kashurkasha replied : 
"" He is my father, the desire to travel has separated me from 
him, and the instability of fortune has reduced me to this 
pitiable state." Hereon Khojah Sadullah embraced and wel- 
comed him, and said : " Forget all your troubles and be 
comforted ; because you will again become lucky, and this 
tinpropitious state will depart from the horoscope of your 
felicity. All men are subject to reverses of fortune, but the 
end is frequently very happy. My life and property are at 
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your service !" Then he sent Kashurkasha to the hath, pre- 
sented him with a costly wardrobe, assigned to him a number of 
apartments fit for a royal personage, and appointed about fifty 
slaves to wait on him, all of whom he ordered to obey him: 
and to try to please him. 

In this manner fortune again smiled on Kashurkasha, an J 
he spent his days in comfort and happiness. One day he hap- 
pened to walk about on the flat roof of his dwelling, and 
looked into the seraglio of the Khojah, which he mistook for 
another house. The wife of his host was just standing in the 
open yard when Kashurkasha's eye alighted on the counten- 
ance of that heart-ravishing beauty, which so captivated his 
mind that he began visibly to get leaner day by day ; he kept 
the matter secret himself, but one of his attendants reported it 
to the Khojah, who seemed to pay no attention, but neverthe- 
less went over to his wife and spoke to her as follows : — 
*' Darling of my soul ! I have a request to make to you, but 
on condition that you swear to comply therewith.^ The lady 
swore the required oath, and the Khojah continued : " I divorce- 
you !" She asked : " The bud of what fault has sprouted in 
the rose-grove of my imagination ; and what crime have I com- 
mitted to deserve your abhorrence and to be separated from 
you ?" The Khojah said : " God forbid that I should have- 
experienced from you anything but kindness and' love ; but I 
am compelled to part with you. 

After the Khojah had divorced his wife, he went to Kashur- 
kasha and spoke to him as follows : — " I have been made aware 
of your condition, and your wish shall be gratified in a few days. 
The woman which you have seen is the foster-sister of Far- 
rahzad the merchant. Her husband has died a few days ago, 
and her time of mourning is not yet over. Her brother is in 
Bossra, he is my intimate friend, and I have sent a man ta 
him to sue for her hand. Be of good cheer !" Kashurkasha 
was highly pleased, and the Khojah amused him until the time 
required by the law had expired ; then he brought the Kazi, 
and Kashurkasha was married to the lady in due form. In 
the evening the Khojah led his former wife to the apartments 
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of Kashurkasha ; and when she beheld the unparalleled beauty 
And comeliness of her new husband she ^aid to her former one 
in a depressed voice : " Although you have divorced me I thank 
•God that I am to be the spouse of this youth." 

When the Khojah had taken leave, Kashurkasha asked the 
lady : " What have you just now whispered to the Khojah ?" 
She replied : '• Young man ! I was the wife of the Khojah, we 
lived together very affectionately, but he has without any cause 
divorced and married me to you ; therefore I said to him when 
I beheld you, and he had no longer any power over me : "Al- 
though you have repudiated me without a cause I am delighted 
to be the wife of this young man who seems to be a great deal 
better than yourself." As soon as Kashurkasha learnt that she 
had been the wife of the Khojah, he drew the hand of refusal 
over the breast of his desires and said : 



Distich. 

To overcome one's own lust is victory, 

To master one's own passion is bravery indeed. 

God forbid that I should touch this woman ; for I consider 
lier unlawful to me." Accordingly he slept separately from 
the lady, and in the morning he apologized to her as follows : — 
^' I was somewhat indisposed, and unable to keep you company ; 
pray have patience for a few days till I recover fully," 

After some days Kashurkasha spoke with the Khojah about 
his native country and said : " I am since a long time away 
from my father, and although I have in your company, and by 
your kind attentions forgotten all my misfortunes, I neverthe- 
less feel a great desire to rejoin him." Therefore the Khojah 
loaded twenty strings of camels with costly goods and sent them 
imder the care of fifty trustworthy slaves wdth Kashurkasha. 
The prince took affectionate leave from his benefactor and 
promising him, always most gratefully to remember his great 
kindness; he departed, and started on his journey to Fars. 
When he arrived in the vicinity of the capital he sent the 
glad tidings to his father, and Feridun hastened joyfully to 
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meet his beloved son. They entered the city together and the 
king was so rejoiced at the happy event that he opened his 
treasury and distributed largesses among his subjects. After 
some time he abdicated the government in favour of his son, 
and died, leaving him his sole heir and successor. 

One day Sadullah was informed that an agent of his, who 
went to Hindustan had returned, but had been wrecked on 
the sea, and everything had perished. The Khojah replied: 
" He from whose favour life and everything in this world 
depends, is able to make good this loss !*' After a week the 
news arrived that another of his agents had been plundered 
by robbers ; and a short time afterwards, the Khalif of Bagdad 
died, and was succeeded by Motassum who had for various rea- 
sons during a long time harboured great spite against Khojah 
Sadullah; therefore he confiscated all the possessions of the 
latter and reduced him to poverty ; so that he concluded to go 
to Fars, to visit Kashurkasha, and to take refuge with him ; 
for that purpose he managed to collect a sum of money among 
the merchants to bear the expenses of his journey. 

He departed from Bagdad and proceeded as far as Tabriz 
where he fell sick and spent all his money. At last however 
he recovered his health, but being unable to prosecute his 
journey, concluded to apply to the Amyr for a little assistance. 
During the past night however a robbery had been com- 
mitted in the Amyr's treasury, and a number of suspected 
persons were brought to the palace, among whom Sadullah 
ignorantly took his position, and was with them conveyed to 
prison to await the trial. All those individuals were kept in 
confinement for several months, and were tortured every day 
to elicit a confession ; until at last the true thieves were dis- 
covered in another quarter, and the suspected persons were all 
discharged. 

After a while Sadullah continued his journey to Fars with a 
broken heart., and happened to arrive at the residence of 
Kashurkasha just when he was holding a levee, and was receiv- 
ing the petitions of all sorts of persons. Sadullah entered the 
hall of audience and made his obeisance, but as Kashurkasha did 
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not know him he did not return his salutation. After trying in 
vain to attract the notice of the king, SaduUah at last stepped 
a little out of the crowd and spoke as follows : " O Amyr 1 How 
is it that your Highness disdains to look at me ? I am Khojah 
SaduUah the merchant of Bagdad and was always greatly devot- 
ed to your family* Now however fortune has turned its back 
upon me and I come to take refuge at your court.*' Hereon tha 
Amyr turned to one of the attendants and said : " Give one 
hundred sheep of the government in charge of this man to take 
care of them ; and give him likewise two loaves of bread every 
day." Then he turned to SaduUah and said : " My good friend ! 
We have appointed you to be one of our shepherds, take good 
care of your flock !" Khojah SaduUah thought this proceeding 
very strange and he said to himself : " What a meanness must 
I experience at the hands of the Amyr, to appoint me to be a 
shepherd. Although I have occupied a high station, I must 
obey and be a shepherd, till something else turns up." Accord- 
ingly he took a staff, a sling, a bag, and a dog and went every 
day with the other shepherds to pasture his flock, and learnt the 
trade. Unfortunately however an epidemic broke oufc which 
carried off every day several of his sheep, until at last every one 
of them had perished. Then SaduUah said to himself ; " Con- 
sidering that my whole flock has died, it seems that I am not 
even fit for a shepherd." One day the Amyr perceived the 
Khojah arriving with a great load on his back, and he asked : 
*' How are the sheep ;" and SaduUah replied : " May the flock of 
the Amyr's health and comfort be always on the increase, and 
remain unscathed by the touch of the wolf of misfortune, and 
abide under the protection of the shepherd of divine favor I 
Thanks to my unfortunate destiny an epidemic has carried off 
aU the sheep, and I am bringing their brands." The Amyr 
smiled and said : " Give him another hundred of sheep." Those 
however also died, and likewise the third time ; so that the 
Khojah was ashamed to show his face. The fourth batch of 
sheep that had been entrusted to him became however more 
fat day by day ; no evil befell them, but on the contrary all the 
ewes became pregnant and most of them threw twin-lambs ; and 
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when the Amyr called the next time for ithe Khojah he made 
his appearance with a number of sprightly and nimble lambs, 
as well a8 with a quantity of butter, cheese and milk. The 
Amyr asked-: " What do you think now of your sheep ?** And 
he replied: ^' May the game of prosperity and tthe fawn of life 
remain within thegrasp of the brave lion of the Amyr's happi*- 
ness, as long as the flock of stars browses in the meadow of the 
, sky, and as long as the sun continues to travel through the 
firmament! Thanks be toOod ; by the blessing of the Amyr's 
good fortune, the contrary wind of my ill luck has become 
appeased, the lamp of success has been kindled, the sheep of 
the Amyr are all sound and safe,; and nay disgrace is wiped oflF." 
At these words the Amyr leapt oflf from his place, fell on the 
Khojah's neck, and exclaimed.: ^'Dear friend, your fate had 
taken such a mischievous turn, that if I had entrusted you with 
my kingdom you would have lost it, and it was proper to wait 
till that period is over. Therefore I was against my will com- 
pelled to keep you in so mean an occupation until that calamity 
\withdrew its foot from the circle of your destiny. Nov7 how- 
<ever 'the obscurity of misfortune has disappeared and the light 
«of prosperity illuminates the ^eculum of your hopes. Do what- 
<ever you like, govern my kingdom and you are welcome T 
With these words he seated the Khojah on the throne of inti- 
jmacy,«©.v^rwhelmed hijn every moment with renewed kindnessj, 
.and said:: *"I have 4t foster-sisterseated within the curtains of 
innocence and jaoodesty^ if you marry her you wiU put me 
under the greatest obligations to you." The Khojah agreed, 
.and was for the second time espoused to his own wife. When 
rthe night set in .the lady was brought and surrendered to 
the Khojah, who recognized her, was astonished, and said 4 
"''My love, I meet you againi" The lady replied: "Khojah J 
Kashuikashahad the first night learnt the true circumstances 
of the case, and has never touched mo, nor seen my face till 
the moment when he again surrendered me to you." 

Kashurkasha made the Khojah his Vizier, and they all lived 
Ihappily together for many years until they at last quaffed the 
(beverage of death, left this rewardless abode;, and departed tQ 
the mansion of eternal joy. 
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Wben Khayrandisb had terminated this story he said: 

* Nassar I have related] to yoa this narrative, to impress on your 
mind that conceit and presumptuousness are a great obstacle to 
happiness. Had! Kashurkasha followed the advice of his Vizier 
Behruz when he succeeded to the kingdom of Jalj^dq, and had 
not attached Fottil Shah^ his dominion would have been per-^ 
manent, and the autumnal blasts of misfortune would not have- 
injured the rose-garden, of his comfort and happiness.. 

Distich, 

You will be happy in both worlds ■ 
If you. moderate your desires." 

After the three usual days of hospitality had elapsed, and 
Kbayrandish had imparted his advice as well as shown hospita- 
£ty to Nassar,, he brouglit forth the- deposit entrusted to him 
by the father of the latter and handed it to him, saying:: 

* Almost twenty years have elapsed since your father has; 
entrusted this casket to my keeping, but I know not what it 
contains:; if you have no objection we shall see what is in it.'" 
Hereon Nassar opened it and took out a mirror cut of a piece- 
of emerald surrounded by and encrusted with a number of preci- 
ous stones. In the centre of the mirror there- was a pea-cock: 
whose eyea were constantly moving and whose feathers changed 
their colour every moment ; and the workmanship was so exqui- 
site and delicate that Khayrandish and Nassar were perfectly 
amazed,, and the former individual exclaimed : " My dear friend^ 
ao so<vereign has ever possessed so admirable an object^ and it 
is probable that you will not be able to sell it to a private 
individual except at a price beneath its real value. Therefore 
it will be best for you to present it to some great king as an 
o£Gering^ and it may become to you the occasion of great pros- 
perity* Show it to no ODie during your journey, lest it might 
ezdte the cujrijdity of some person.'" Nassar took the advice oip 
Khayrandish gladly and received from him a ring with the 
injunctioin. that if any calamity should befall him, he was to go 
to Aleppo and to show it to a pious recluse of the name of Abu 
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JorjSs, who would do his utmost to help him. After taking 
leave from his host, Nassar departed in the company of several 
men who were travelling to Egypt where all of them arrived 
in due tijne. Just when Nassar happened to arrive he met the 
king of that country who was on a hunting excursion with a 
very numerous retinue. He saluted the monarch very humbly, 
and presented to him the mirror as a gift ; which the king accept- 
ed and on his return to the city he invested Nassar with a robe of 
honour in full court, and also took into his hand the mirror, the 
workmanship of which he greatly admired, as well as his 
courtiers. After a while the king asked him the following 
question : " You appear to be well educated. Pray what is your 
greatest accomplishment." Nassar replied: "Your majesty's 
humble servant is versed in several pursuits, but especially in 
archery." The king gave him in charge of one of his officials 
who took him to his house and showed him much attention. 
During the night the official felt somewhat unwell and there 
being no servant near he went to a cup-board took out an 
apple and began to peal it; and whilst engaged in that 
occupation, some plaster fell down from the ceiling, which made 
him think that the latter was about to fall on him ; therefore 
he ran out of the rooni, and in his haste, he stumbled and fell 
on the knife which he had in his hand, and received from it a 
wound in consequence of which he expired on the spot. When 
this accident became known, the eunuchs, the inmates of the 
harem and the servants were so confused that they mutually 
accused each other of the foul deed, and quarreled in such a 
manner that several persons were wounded and killed. In the 
morning the unfortunate event was brought to the notice of the 
king who was greatly aflfected by the loss of a most faithful 
courtier and appointed his son to succeed him in the service. 

Some time afterwards Nassar again ventured to make his 
appearance at court, and was humbly standing in the line of 
the persons near the throne, when the monarch caught sight of 
him and exclaimed : " Young man ! We have heard of your 
archery but we have never seen it ! Now we want to have a 
specimen 1" Accordingly Nassar demanded that a ring be tied 

Digitized by vjOC 



FORTUNE AND MISFORTUNE. 67 

to a hair and suspended at a distance of seventy paces. Then 
he shot an arrow through the ring without moving it, and 
repeated the feat thirty-nine times more. The king was highly 
pleased with his skill as well as the courtiers, and the spectators 
uttered shouts of approbation ; and the sovereign was just 
thinking how to reward him when all of a sudden an explosion 
of gun-powder took place 'in the adjoining manufactory, which 
destroyed the building and killed more than a thousand persons; 
but Nassar escaped unhurt. This unfortunate catastrophe so 
occupied the attention of the king that he got up in a state of 
dark melancholy, forgot Nassar, and retired to his private 
apartments. 

Shortly afterwards during a hunting expedition an eagle 
happened to fly near the king and he exclaimed : " Is there any 
one who can strike the eagle whilst he is flying?" Nassar 
immediately responded to the call, and the eagle fell to the 
ground pierced through and through by his arrow ; the king 
wished to reward him immediately, but as the arrow had after 
passing through the eagle's body, fallen into the eye of his 
charger, he became restive, began to gallop, and a helter- 
skelter race took place, but the horse could not be stopped, 
until it stumbled into a hole with one of its legs, precipitated 
its rider to the ground, and dragged him hanging by one foot 
from the stirrup into a very rapid stream. When the army 
beheld their sovereign in so fearful a danger, they hastened to 
save him, which they actually accomplished, but not before he 
had swallowed a great quantity of water, was wounded, more dead 
than alive ; and about five hundred men had been drowned. 
After this event some of the attendants said to Nassar : " Your 
archery i& a very strange one indeed ; because for every arrow 
you shoot, several hundred persons lose their lives." Then the 
king wa§ taken in a litter to the palace and recovered his 
health only after a medical treatment of forty days. 

When the bodies of the numerous followers of the king were 
taken out of the water, the other attendants pierced the heart 
of Nassar with the shafts of irony and disapprobation ; and he 
concluded that ds he had been so many times thwarted in his 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



68 FORTUNE AND MISFORTUNE. 

purpose of deserving the approbation of the king, it would be- 
best to leave the scene of his exploits while^ it was yet time, 
lest his own life might be endangered. He was yet undecided 
where to go to,, when he perceived on the-^)posite bank of the- 
river a village which he wished to visit ; the current was ex- 
tremely rapid but he entered it saying: " Let bfq^^pen what will,, 
my cup of bitterness is brimful already."' Accordingly he 
entered the water which became immediately so deep that his^ 
horse began to swim, and the violence of the floods soon sepa- 
rated Nassar from its back. He was a good swimmer, but his* 
arms and accoutrements were heavy,, so that be was^obliged to 
part with everything and landed on the other bank in a state 
of nakedness. He waited for the evening because he was: 
ashamed thus to enter the village, audi when it was dark he- 
roamed about the streets till he found a mosque in a< comer of 
which he concealed himself naked, starving and tired as he was. 
It happened that burglars had robbed the house of the head-^ 
man of the village,, and about mid-might they Brought all the- 
plunder into the mosque, for the purpose of dividing it among 
themselves. They made some noise and kindled lights, and' 
Nassar awaking from sleep, dazzled by the latter and confused' 
by the former, thought that it was morning and that the people- 
had come to prayers. As Nassar had a good voice he- said to 
himself: ''Great blessings and rewards are in store for those 
who call the people to prayers, and if I do so, possibly the 
Almighty may open the portals of abundance to my destiny.'*' 
He ascended to the top of tiie mosque and pronounced the usuaB 
form of invitation, which also the robbers heard, and thinking 
that they had been so deeply absorbed in their occupation as< 
to foiget the lapse of time, they believed that the morning had; 
already dawned. Therefore they very hastily divided the booty,, 
extinguished the lights and with their bundles on their backs 
wished to flee; but Nassar was just coming down from the minaret 
and stepping across the way. said: "Oye bouquet-binders in» 
the garden of piety and devotion, now is the opportune time to* 
seek the benefits obtainable in the house of Grod, and this is the 
place for kindling the lamp of prayer and supplication ! Wliere 
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:are yon going ? Have you not heard that any person coming 
tto the mosqne for the fulfilment of his matutinal duty must 
remain therein tfll sun-rise ?" The burglars took hiiM for the 
Mueddhin who wished to detain them to bring them into a 
scrape, were not disconcerted, but one of them gave him a box 
on the ear and all of them took to their heels. Nassar became 
convinced that these could be no devotees and therefore he ran 
after them, and being an excellent boxer and swordsman, at- 
tacked them and snatching the weapon from a robber's band 
struck around himself vigorously «o that he killed one and 
wounded several of them, whereon they abandoned their 
plunder and fled. 

Nassar was at a loss what to do with the booty and with the 

corpse, because he feared that he would be considered respon- 

:sible for everything that had happened, and might thus fall 

into a new danger. It happened that several persons dwelling 

in the vicinity of the mosque, had heard the untimely call to 

prayers and said : " Perhaps that fellow has gone mad to shout 

for morning prayers before even midnight has elapsed ;" and 

when they heard the noise and confusion they imagined that 

some vagabonds of the town, whom Satan had seduced to adopt 

the principles of the Sofis were holding their nocturnal assembly 

in the mosque; therefore they hastened to it in order to expel 

the intruders, but when they entered they saw only Nassar 

standing, who was just saying to himself: " Wonder from what 

poor fellow the burglars have stolen this property 1" When 

*those men beheld a person standing alone and talking to him- 

; self they mistook him foraSofi,in one of his ecstasies, who had 

thus put Jaimself into a state of nudity ; and as they walked 

-according to the commands of God, and in conformity with the 

holy law of the prophet and hated all Sofis, innovators, and 

•enthusiasts, they burst out in the following reproaches : " O ye 

-transgressors of the Divine commands and destroyers of the 

ordinances of the refuge of prophecy, who degrade the house of 

God to a brothel, by the injunctions of Satan who has reduced 

^ou and who is your guide in your irreligious proceedings. 

What breach is this which you wish to strike in EssalMni V 
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Nassar thought they were all robbers, who had again come 
back to recover their plunder and wished to deceive him with 
such speeches, said ; " You rogues ! I shall not be circumvented 
by your tricks ;" and immediately taking up the sword which 
was still near him, he wounded one of the men and put the 
others to flight. Then he tied a rope to the neck of the man 
he had wounded and said : " Come ! Tell the truth, from what 
house have you stolen these goods ?" But as the man knew 
nothing of the robbers he fancied that Nassar was a Sofi in his 
trance, speaking nonsense ; therefore he replied : " O you 
wretched vagabond, and fanatic, and transgressor of Divine 
commands I know not what you speak. Have not I come here 
from my house on account of the tumult which you made ?" 
. Meanwhile the other men who had been driven away by 
Nassar went to the officials of the village and said : " Is not the 
religion of Essall^m dominant in this country, that hypocrites 
and infidels are allowed to enter the mosque and to desecrate it 
with their orgies ? People who live near the mosque hear 
every night the diabolical revellings of a lot of vagabonds. 
Last night they have again entered the mosque and have con- 
trary to the law shouted the call for prayers in the middle of 
the night ; they have even wounded one of our men and we dp 
not know what has become of him. If you put a stop to those 
proceedings all well and right, but if not we shall destroy the 
mosque and leave the country." 

Accordingly the officers of the town despatched a number of 
men, in the company of those who had just stated their com- 
plaint ; and when they arrived they found Nassar still engaged 
in examining his prisoner; and mistaking them likewise for 
robbers, he wounded one of them also. They exclaimed : " Sofi f 
What impudence and wickedness is this ? Do virtuous and 
pious men ever fight and kill the servants of God in the mos- 
que ?" Nassar said : " You wretched robbers ! You cannot 
deceive me ! I purpose to murder you all this night, to deserve 
the reward of God !" When those present saw him speaking so 
boldly, naked as he was, they said : " Look at the presump- 
tion of this Sofi, to behave in this manner in the mosque !" 
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Mean-while, the morning dawned and numbers of the people 
came to the mosque for prayers, and when Nassar perceived 
that he could not escape, he fled with a sword in his hand and 
wounded several persons. He ran however so fast that no one 
was able to overtake him, and when the people saw that he was 
out of their reach they were forsooth compelled to let hipa go. 
When however a number of Sofis made their appearance, a 
general row ensued again, and they were accused of having 
committed the robbery and killed and wounded several men. 
Ultimately the aflfair came before the king of Egypt who caused 
the Sofis to be fined and punished, although they were entirely 
innocent in the matter. 

Nassar wandered from town to town and was pursued by all 
sorts of misfortunes. One day the king of Egypt asked some of 
his courtiers what had become of him, but they could only tell 
thatin consequence of the various calamities that ensued after 
his performances, he had disappeared. But his majesty said 
that for those accidents Nassar was in no way accountable be- 
cause they had all occurred by the decree of fate, and he sent a 
number of persons in all directions to search for him. Nassar 
was at last discovered in a village in a very destitute and 
miserable condition. He was carried to the capital and before 
bringing him into the presence of the king it was necessary to 
take him to the bath, and his majesty received him with great 
kindness, and asked: "Are you skilled in any other pursuits 
besides archery ?" Nassar bowed his head and replied : " I am 
acquainted with several ; such as : Military tactics, mathema- 
tics, commerce, mineralogy, boxing, fencing and even cooking." 
The king replied: "All these accomplishments adorn the 
diaracter of a man, none however come up with your skill in 
archery ; but when you learnt it your destiny was unpropitious 
and the moon was evidently in the mansion of the scorpion ; 
therefore it will be proper for you to neglect shooting arrows 
and to practice other arts until the lucky hour comes when 
those calamities disappear from your horoscope. . This day I 
wish to give a banquet and you must show your skill in box- 
ing ; and as you tell me that you possess also a knowledge of 
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the art of cooking, I:giveyou leave to prepare any dishes you 
may consider proper, especially as a long time has elapsed since 
no food whatever is savoury enough to suit my appetite." Ac- 
cordingly JSfassar made various ynds of foed and when he had 
completed his work, the king wanted him to show his skill in. 
boxing until the dinner was brought forth. Nassar stated that 
he fwas »veady to box and wrestle with two hundred men skilled 
in iihat art. His request was complied with, and he very easily 
^conquered his ao^tagonists one by one The king was so highly 
pleased with his exploit that he gave orders to produce fcesh 
men, but to his .^tonishment none could be found willing to 
enter the lists, and he exclaimed : *' How is it that in a kingdona 
the subjeots and soldiers whereof amount to the mimber of four 
or five hundred thousand men, no man can be found to mea* 
sure his strength with this youth ?" 

The king happened however to possess a Circassiaa slave of 
4;he name of Firuz Bukht wbom the Sultan of Turkey had 
presented to him ; this young cnan was skilled in various arts 
^and also in wrestling, and by order of the king he attacked 
Nassar, whom he caught about the loins so strongly that his 
own hapd bled, but was unable to move him a hair's breadth 
from the spot where he stood. In short, they wrestled with each 
other and he tried nearly two hundred various tricks without 
effect; At last however Nassar turned the game and lifted 
Firuz Bukht up from the ground with as much facility as if he 
were a child ; the latter however so obstinately grasped a pillar 
of the shed in which the athletic sports were going on that 
Nassar was unable to pull him away from it ; and making the 
last effort he tugged so hard that with Firuz Bukht he pulled 
at the same time the pillar away which killed the latter and 
about twenty other persons by a portion of the ceiling falling 
thus down upon them on its support being withdrawn. The 
king with all his attendants immediately fled from the place, 
and the dinner which was to be one of joy became one of 
mourning. 

Although the king was greatly affected by this sad accident, 
he nevertheless said to his courtiers : " As this event took place 
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oidy by the immutable decrees of fate I can in no way accuse 
ti)is young stranger; and if I Ibse my life together with: my 
kingdom, a thousand accidents such as that of Firu«:Bukhti will 
not influence me against him." The courtiers however tried to 
comfort the king but as he was very melancholy all their eflForts 
were useless. "When the table-decker made his^ appearance 
and reported that the dinner prepared by Nassar was ready, 
he said.: " Although at present we have no appetite to eat any- 
thing:;^ let it be brought in as it is ready." When however the 
king hadv tasted some of the dishes he found them, to be-more 
delicious than anything he had. ever eaten before; and- being 
thus seduced he filled himself to such a degree that he felt 
unwell;.and having but lately recovered from sickness he was 
unable to digest the food, suffered in his stomach, was put to 
bed and regained his health, only after a^ course Of medical 
treatment. Although that magnanimous and kind-hearted 
sovereign, had never been, sick before he had come in contact 
with Nassar, he would ascribe neither his own indisposition hor 
the other calamities to that circumstance, but to the decrees of 
fate, and: bore him. no* illi will;. 

Accordingly the king invested Nassar with a robe of honor, 
aiade him various presents and was about to appoint him to a 
high oflSce, when one of tlie Viziers Who had by his natural 
sagacity guessed the intention of his Sovereign^ remarked that 
although his majesty was of a liberal and kind disposition and 
Nassar was a deserving person, it would not be suitable to 
besCow On him any great favors, because oitperience had abun- 
dantly shown that the withering blasts of his unfortunate 
destiny bad not yet ceased to blow, and that only mischief 
would be the result; and that therefore it would be proper to 
give hifti a round sum of money, and to dismiss him with the 
injunction, to remain, in. some other place until his destiny 
changes for the better, and then again to return to the service 
of the king, whose favors if now bestow^ would all be thrown 
away in vain.. He continued : '' It is also certain that in the 
satne way as all effoi^ts to aid persons who are predestined to be 
unfoftunf^ are vain^so idso the devotional atid teltgious effovts^ 
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of silly though well-meaning individuals are of little avail to 
them." The king asked : " How is that ?" The Vizier said 
' My assertion is exemplified in the following : — 

STOEY. 

" At the time of the rising of the sun of prophecy, the glance 
of one of the angels of the courts of unity happened to alight 
on the hermitage of an ascetic whom he beheld sedulously en- 
gaged in all the duties of religion ; and was so pleased that he 
was anxious to know what would be the reward of all this 
piety; when the allocution reached him from the Lord of 
Omniscience : " Angel ! Pray that this mystery be revealed to 
you !" Accordingly the angel made his supplications and was 
informed that the reward of the ascetic would be very inconsider- 
able; whereat he was so astonished that he said: '*OGod! 
How can this be the reward of a whole life of piety ? I con- 
sider it insufficient for that of one day ? What wisdom is 
concealed in this matter ?*' Then he heard the following order : 
" Meet him in human form, to learn the state of the case." The 
angel obeyed, and being by the order of the Almighty trans- 
formed into a man, he visited the hermit and became so inti- 
mate with him that he lived several days in his cell ; and as 
the latter was situated in a pleasant and fertile region with 
plenty of springs and variegated flowers, the angel said to the 
ascetic : " Arise, come let us enjoy a walk in this delightful 
place." Accordingly they went out together, and when they 
entered a paradise-like meadow, and beheld the freshness of the 
particolored vegetation they praised the Almighty. The angel 
said : " Hermit ! Be grateful to God for having adorned the 
site of your cell like a paradise with various springs and flowers, 
and for having crowned every blade of this fresh grass with the 
diadem of loveliness and fertility." The ascetic replied : " My 
dear brother, I always enjoy the pleasantness of this locality 
because it is remarkably full of grass and water, so that many 
animals might be fattened here. But I am constantly burning 
with grief that God has no donkey whom I might comfort and 
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feed m this place, and might for his sake acquire a higher merit 
in the next world." When the angel was thus made aware of 
the littleness of the hermit's mind and of his silly wish, he left 
him, and resumed his former shape, when again the divine 
allocution reached him : " Have you seen the intelligence and 
wisdom of th^ hermit ?" 



After terminating the preceding tale the Vizier again said 
" A sovereign must also use great foresight in the choice of his 
courtiers or else he may fare like the king of Bossrah who had a 
very covetous Vizier." The king asked : " How was that ?" The 
Vizier replied 

STORY. 

In ancient times there was a king in Bossrah who was very 
kind-hearted and liberal. He had a good Vizier worthy of him- 
self who assiduously attended to all his duties and was very 
faithful, but death overtook him, and the king who was for some 
time undecided what to do, ultimately appointed to his place a 
man of great ambition, who entertained a design of usurping 
the throne himself; and being in want of an accomplice 
he bribed . a eunuch to introduce him to one of the ladies 
of the harem. When he had however become accustomed 
to the pleasures that awaited him in embraces of love, 
he thought that it would be too dangerous to pursue his inten- 
tion very hastily and to draw the lady into his secret ; he also 
happened to neglect the eunuch who had assisted him in the 
matter, and who had consequently made a vow to revenge him- 
self on the ungrateful Vizier. 

One night the king had a very unpleasant dream ; a scorpion 
hand namely crawled from his sleeve into his shoe and when he 
wanted to take it out it bit him. In the morning the Sultan 
related to some of his courtiers what he had dreamt, but as they 
could give no satisfactory explanations, he said : ** You are only 
groping in the dark and we must wait till a skilful interpreter 
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can be fomul'' The euouoh wtho had also beard tiie attendants 
conversing oa the subject, considered this as the best <ypportur 
nity to revenge himself on the Vizier; accordingly be said that 
be was able ta furnish a satisfactory explanation of the dream, 
and on being brought before thekiug, and after the latter hiad 
repeated the cjream, the eunuch spoke as follows : " The inter*- 
pretation is, that one of your Majesty's highest oflScials has 
withdrawn his head from the circle of obedience, has by means 
of a eunuch gained admission into the seraglio which he enters 
every night and carries on a Fove-intrigue with one of the 
ladies, but entertains the unhallowed intention to wa*ch hi^ 
opportunity, and after diepriving your Majesty of life (which 
God forbid) to usurp the throne himself; and there is a high: 
degree of probability that the just mentioned individual is no 
other than the Vizier." On receiving this information the 
king became very angry, but concealed his feelings for the 
sake of the gravity due to his position, i^d exclaimed :: 
" Wretch 1 There is nothing to warrant such a suspicion, unless . 
perhaps some spite which you harbour towards the Vizier, and* 
therefore you malign him ;" and ordered tJie eunuch ta be put 
to death immediately ; and although he was inclined to give 
some credit to the story he could scarcely believe that a man 
whom he had raised from a. low position and had made his^ 
partner in the government^ could be so ungratefuL as to covet 
his life and throne. 

During the past night the Vizier had as usual visited his 
paramour, and they concluded! to murder the king in the follows- 
ing night, but knew not what was in store for them. The king 
who had become uneasy by the revelation of the eunuch, enterei 
his private apartments in the evening, and secretly despatched 
a confidential servant to see whether the Vizier was at home or 
not ; and when the messenger returned after a short wliile with 
the news that he is not at home, the king had no longer anjr 
doubts and knew that if the Vizier had entered the seraglio he 
must have done so from the water-side ; therefore he called*, 
quietly all the watdimen and said ta them : '' Last night I have 
dreamt that thieves had entered the seraglio^ and I am very 
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*«Dea6y. Therefore I order you immediately to krH any person 
'either entering or issuing from it" After the sentries had 
again returned to their posts the king himself entered his 
harem and took seme faithful eunuchs with whom he was inti- 
mate and rushed witji them into the place where he supposed 
the Vizier and *he queen slept, they discovered however 
another guilty couple and killed them ; and the former took to 
their heels. Whilst the eunuch ran after the Vizier and his 
paramour the king went out to see whether all the sentries 
were at their pests; but as soon as they perceived him, they 
stabbed him to death according to his own orders. Meanwhile 
the eunuch pursued the Vizier who likewise went out to tha 
water-side, was also mistaken in the darkness for a robber and 
met the same fate as his master. Hereon the eunuchs who 
were in search ef the Vizier, and were likewise not aware of the 
orders, also issued by the same door, and were all killed by the 
guards ; so that in the morning when the dead bodies^ were 
counted, their number amounted to forty ; and on discovering 
4;he body of the king the inhabitants greatly deplored the mis- 
fortune, and considering that he with all the others wlio attend- 
ed him on that occasion had been killed in consequence of a 
canspiracy they captured all the watchmen and punished them 
with death ; whereon a great confusion ensued and the whole 
kingdom fell into a state of anarcby. 

When the Vizier had terminated his narrative he stated that 
it «hows how one individual may become the cause of the death 
ef many, and that from the misfortunes which were the conse- 
quence of Nassar's exploits it plainly appeared that he was 
likewise one of the number of those unfortunate wretches, and' 
that the adventures of Shoayb Bagdady likewise exemplified 
his statement. The king said : " How is that ?" and the Vizier 
continued : " The fdlowing is his 

STORY. 

In ancient times there lived in Bagdad a rich man whose 
name was Shoayb, but various calamities befell him so that he 
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became extremely poor and left the country. He was more- 
over so unfortunate that his ill luck pursued him to every place 
where he went, and in spite of all his skill and diligence he was 
unable to succeed in any affair he undertook. One day he 
approached a river and perceived three men engaged in fishing; 
and as he bad never seen this occupation he took interest in it; 
and the three fishermen who saw that he was in a very desti- 
tute condition, induced him to enter their service on condition 
to give him as his wages one fish for breakfast and one for 
supper. After he had been a few days in their employ the 
water of the river began to decrease and the number of fishes 
likewise, so that they caught only a tenth of the quantity 
which they used to get before. At last they could catch not 
more than one fish every day, and were reduced to such straits 
that they concluded to go in search of other work. One day 
the king happened to pass that way and perceived to his 
astonishment that there was scarcely any water in the river. 
He examined the fishermen who stated their case, and the 
Vizier of the king who was a very intelligent individual asked 
them : My good men ! Has during these days any stranger 
come among you and become your partner ?"' They pointed 
to Shoayb and said: "This man is a stranger among us." 
Hereon Shoayb was examined, and he recounted the state of 
his former wealth and present destitution in such appropriate 
and eloquent language that the king, the Vizier and all others 
present, were greatly astonished, and when he had terminated 
his statement the Vizier said : " To stop any longer in this 
place is against all the laws of foresight and precaution!" 
Accordingly all returned to the city, and whilst they were on 
the road the king asked the Vizier : " Why did you make 
those inquiries and then become so disconcerted by them that 
by your assertion that it would be unsafe to stay any longer 
you almost forced us away from the place ?" The Vizier saluted 
the king and spoke as follows : " Most gracious sovereign i 
When your Majesty asked for the reason of the decrease of 
the water in the river I thought of three causes. 1st.— That 
perhi^ these fishermen had since several days forgotten GU>d 
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and the prophet and that therefore such a calamity had befcillen 
them, because it is certain that when men give way to evil 
habits, tribes of genii and demons are empowered to hurt them, 
and to destroy their prospects in the same manner as the with- 
ering blasts of autumn deprive the roses of freshness. audbloomv 
2nd.r— That perhaps the fisherman had' inn some way injured 
either your Majesty or the inhabitants, of this region, and that 
they had been thus punished;. 3rd. — ^That perhaps a stranger 
had come among the fishermen and that on account of the mis- 
fortunes which pursue him, they as his partners arO' likewise 
compelled to partidpate in them, and th-erefore I have examined 
that stranger; and then I discovered that he had brought his 
ill luck with him and that in consequence' thereof also the river 
itself had neariy become exsiccated^ 

The king replied; : " I have full confidence in your intellect 
and experience, but I place no faith in your belief about good 
and ill luck, because both, of them are- mere words and depend 
entirely from circumstances ; thus for instance, if a man be 
intelligent and honest, and manages his affairs properly he will 
certainly have good luck,, but a careless fool must naturally 
m.eet with ill luck :-- 

TERSBS. 

Every man is. the master of his own fortune 

According to his character and strength of mind,. 

One as Lokman wise and opportune 

The other as crazy M'ajnun yon will find. 

The philomel among roses dwells, 

The owl in ruins abides, 

But intellect every ascent tells^. 

And the fool his own folly chidesJ* 

The Vizier replied r " What your Majesty says is but the- 
feequel of my assertion, because the intellectual qualities of every 
individual depend from his horoscope and the propitious or 
wnpropitious positions of the stars ; and according to these a 
man is either lucky or unlucky. Moreover, we often see that 
intelligent and good men do not prosper, whilst fools and rogues 
succeed in all their undertakings."' The king rejoined: 
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^^ This I believe, because sometimes an intelligent man has not 
the practical turn required in the management of affairs and is 
unable to overcome diflBculties." The Vizier continued : "What 
argument can your Majesty adduce in favor of the prosperous 
condition of Hindus, Jews, Christians and infidels who are 
more powerful than the professors of EssaMm, most of whom 
are in need of the aid of these nations addicted to error ?" To 
this question the king could give no satisfactory reply, but he 
nevertheless said : " No matter what arguments you may bring 
forward I shall not believe your 'assertion." 

The conversation was still turning on this point when they 
arrived in the city and the king said : '* Let this matter stand 
over until I can prove that I am right" The Vizier rejoined : 
*' If your Majesty can prove the contrary of what I stated, I am 
willing to let my blood be spilled and licked off by the dogs of 
your Majesty." 

The next morning the king called secretly one of his confi- 
dential servants, gave him a bag of gold and said : *' Qo without 
the knowledge of any one to the river, ask the young stranger 
to whom we have been speaking yesterday apart, and give him 
this gold. Order him also to leave the fishermen, to go to the 
bath, to put on good clothes, and to wait day after-to-morrow 
in a certain place on horse-back, until further orders." The 
attendant proceeded, took the gold and went to the fishermen, 
but as he had no recollection of the physiognomy of the stranger, 
he was embarrassed ; at last he called one of the fishermen 
aside and asked : " Which is the young stranger with whom the 
Vizier conversed yesterday ?" The fisherman rejoined : " Why 
do you want him ?" He said : " I have some business with him." 
The fisherman who was a cunning fellow, suspected that the 
Vizier had sent him something : therefore he assumed a doleful 
aspect and said in a melancholy voice : '* I am that poor 
stranger ;" accordingly the servant took the gold out secretly, 
gave it to the fisherman, delivered the message of the king and 
returned ; and the fishermcm did not go back to his companions 
but immediately ran to the city, purchased a fleet horse and 
fled in the direction of Tabiyz. 
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On the appointed day the king took the Vizier towards the 
river but looked in all directions for Shoayb, whom he could 
not perceive until they arrived on the bank, where he saw him 
with two fishermen. The king immediately concluded that the 
absence of the third one must be ascribed to the mistake of his 
servant ; accordingly he said nothing but when he arrived ia 
town he scolded the fellow and sent him to prison. Then he 
took another bag of gold and delivered it to an intelligent servant 
with the same injunction as before. He departed immeidiately 
to the river, and calling Shoayb secretly apart he asked : " Are 
you the stranger among the fishermen ?" The former suspected 
however that the man might be the precursor of a caravan of 
misfortunes and said; "I am one of the fishermen!" Tha 
king's servant continued : " Go and send the young stranger to 
me." Shoayb went and told one of the fishermen that c^ 
servant of the king wanted to see him ; accordingly as soon as 
he came, the servant handed him the bag without asking any 
questions, delivered the king's orders and departed. The fisher- 
man was first astonished at his good luck, but afterwards he 
said to himself : " Gifts like this are merely a sign of the mag- 
nanimity of sovereigns ! Probably when the king was here to 
see us and Shoayb, and had seen the distress we are in, the 
Almighty inspired him with the thought to take pity on us." 
Accordingly he concealed the bag at a distance from Shoayb 
and his companion, to take it out afterwards ; but the latter, 
watched him and saw that the person was a servant of the 
king and had given him something which he was hiding ; 
accordingly he concluded to remove his companion, and after 
sending Shoayb to town on some errand, he took the net and 
said to him : " Come let us throw the net, for I have just per- 
ceived a very large fish." His unsuspecting partner complied, 
but when he approached him, the intending murderer pushed 
him into the river, but his own hand becoming entangled in 
the net, he fell also into it so that both perished. 

It happened that the first fisherman who intended to flee 
to Tabryz was not well acquainted with the road, and had after 
travelling during the whole night laid down to sleep. When 
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be awoke he found that his horse had strayed away and went 
in pursui*t of if; after a while he recollected however that he 
had left the bag of gold, which was under his head when he 
slept on the spot where he had reposed Therefore be went 
back to fetcA it feut in his ha^e he missed the spot not only 
for an hour or two but was utterly unable to discovei: it for 
three days, during which he had nothing to eat nor to tlrink; 
he found however his way back to town in a state of great 
exhaustion, and had no other remedy than again to betake him^ 
self to his old ti^e on the river. When he arrived there he 
beheld Shoayb alone, and asked how it is that his other two 
companions had not yet arrived ? and the former replied : ** They 
have sent me yesterday on an ^errand to the town but they have 
themselves not returned, because when I came here I saw no 
one. Yesterday a servant of the king had come here, to speak 
with them and may be they have gone to the palace to obtain 
some favor.*' These words again excited the cupidity of the 
fisherman and he said to himself: " Would to God I had been 
here yesterday to participate of the gifts of the king I" 

Meanwhile the king again made an excursion with the 
Vizier, and when they arrived on the bank they perceived 
Shoayb with another man. Therefore the king concluded that 
the gold had again been received by the wrong person, and 
became very angry. On his return he punished his servant and 
«aid to himself: ^ I am a strange king not to possess a single 
man able to execute this business.'' Then he despatched another 
attendant to the river and told him, that he would meet there 
two men, one of whom was a native of this country and the 
other a stranger, and to take good care ^o bring the latter with 
him. When the servant reached the two men he asked: 
** Which of you two is a stranger here T But as the fisherman 
had obtained the bag of gold on the pretence of being a stranger, 
and imagined that the king was bestowing gifts on such persons 
and that the servant had brought some money again, he said : 
I am the stranger who has no share in the comforts of this 
world ! What do you require ?" The servant repKed : " The 
king wishes to see you." But when the fisherman heard the 
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irame of tte king he recollected, that as he had i^ceived the 
bag on the first occasion without having a right to it, he began 
to trepidate ; he had however no excuse and therefore he 
followed the messenger. When he was brought into the pre^ 
sence of 'the king, the latter got very angry, said to himself, 
that it would be necessary to punish him, and asked : " Are you 
the stranger who lives with the fisherman ?" He replied : 
"Yes !" The king continued : *' As you are are the fellow in 
consequence of whose unpropitious advent the water of the 
river and the fishes in it have become diminished, you are worthy 
of death !" When the fisherman saw that his joyous expecta- 
tions were to take so sad an end he began to moan, and said : 
" May it please your majesty ! I am not that stranger ! But as 
this world is not our permanent abode, and we are all strangers 
in it I said that I am a stranger !" As the king was in very 
bad humour, the supplications of the fisherman were of no avail 
^nd he was immediately made to taste the beverage of death ; 
so that on account of the misfortunes of Shoayb all the three 
^fishermen perished. 

Shoayb who had remained on the bank of the river alone, 
wow reflected that as the king's messengers had several times 
been there, and had always asked for the stranger, and as his 
three companions had disappeared it would not be safe for him 
to remain there, especially as it appeared to him that possibly 
the king might bear enmity to strangers ; and therefore he 
immediately betook himself to the town, so that when the king 
again sent a messenger he could find no one. 

Accordingly the king was again disappointed in his expecta- 
tions ; one night however he happened to walk about in disguise 
with some of his courtiers, and saw a crowd in the bazaar, 
assembled around a man whose hands were tied, and addressing 
him in the following strain : " In consequence of the unpropi- 
tious sight of your unhallowed person that misfortune has 
befallen Khojah Naym !" He was so rich that every morning 
and evening one thousand men were partaking of the banquet 
of his liberality, and by your ill-luck he was overtaken by such 
a misfortune !" When the king looked well at the man he 
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recognized Shoayb who had become the object of the reproaches 
and vituperations of the crowd. Therefore he went aside and 
said to his attendants : " Save this man in any way you possibly 
can from the grasp of this mob ; for he is the individual we are 
in search of." The courtiers mixed with the crowd and asked : 
" Who is this man ? What has he done to Khojah Naym ?" 
The people replied : " Yesterday morning the Khojah was riding 
out to meet the caravan from Egypt with the intention to 
purchase some goods, and as soon as his eyes caught sight of 
this fellow, he immediately fell down from his horse and expired. 
We have been in search of him but have discovered him 
now only, and are going to retaliate on him the death oC 
Khojah Naym." The attendants of the king rejoined : " Such 
events happen by the decrees of Providence, you persecute thia 
guiltless man in vain ; for according to the law no crime can be 
brought home to him. You ought rather to give alms and to 
solace the poor, to please God and for the pardon of the Khojah. 
Indeed if anything happens to this man you will have to account 
for it to the king." The people of Khojah Naym would however 
not listen to reason, and pulled the man on the one side, whilst 
the courtiers who were not recognized in the darkness pulled 
him to the other, and the quarrel resulted in a fight during 
which several persons were wounded and one of the courtiers 
was killed ; amidst the confusion however Shoayb succeeded in 
making his escape. 

When the people of Khojah Naym had fled and the crowd 
was dispersed, the king walked away with his attendants taking, 
the body of the slain courtier also with them. But on their way 
to the palace they happened to fall in with the police who mis- 
took them for robbers carrying a murdered person, and attempted 
to arrest them. The king and his men drew however their 
swords and resisted so that again a fight ensued in which the 
whole party was ultimately captured after several persons had 
been wounded and killed on. both sides. On taking their 
prisoners to the guard-house the police discovered that they had 
captured their own Sultan, and became so frightened that they 
toc^ to their heels. The king arrived in the palace with his 
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courtiers fatigued and wounded so that he was unable to leave 
it for several days ; he nevertheless issued orders to fine, im- 
prison, and punish the people of Khojah Naym who had during 
that night attacked certain parties in the bazaar and had even 
killed one of their number. 

On the following evening the king ordered two intimate 
courtiers to come to his private apartments and spoke to them 
as follows: ** Although at present all appearances are in favor 
of the Vizier's assertion, I am still unwilling to give in. You 
must again go in search of that stranger, and possibly we may 
get hold of him." The^ courtiers replied however : " It is not 
proper that your Majesty should take any more trouble in this 
matter lest it might result in greater misfortunes." The king 
said : " I see that I can entrust this service to no one, and there- 
fore I must go myself." Accordingly when the night was some- 
what advanced he set out with a number of courtiers and strolled 
about the bazaars, and happening to look into a bath-house he 
discovered Shoayb sitting in deep conversation with the fire- 
man, and sent a man to call him out. When Shoayb had come 
into the street he spoke to him as follows : " I am in great 
favor with the king ; I had a brother resembling you in stature 
and in features, who was likewise in the service of his Majesty, 
and had been appointed to a high office, but just when he was 
about to depart an accident deprived him of life, and he hastened 
to the next world. No one however knows anything about the 
event, and as I am very anxious that the above-mentioned 
high position should be enjoyed by a member of my family, I 
propose to substitute you in his stead, to present you to the 
king, and after you receive his favors you will be sent to your 
post in the country ; whereby the dark night of your reverses 
will be changed to the bright morning of happiness." Shoayb 
joyfully agreed to this proposal, and the king handed a purse 
to an attendant and said : '' Take charge of this man, take him 
to-morrow to the bath, and purchase with this gold whatever is 
required. I shall also send the necessary costume, and after 
to-morrow I shall present him to his Majesty." It happened 
however that whilst they were walking the attendant requested 
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Shoayb to take charge for a while of the gold, and at that 
moment one of the king's elephants who had become mad was 
passing by and trampled out the life of the attendant. This 
€vent so frightened Shoayb that he would not remain in the 
place, but not having any acquaintances> he again returned to 
the same bath-house from which he had been taken.. When 
he entered, the fireman perceived the bag in Shoayb's hand 
and thought that he had brought some deliciouis morsel to eat, 
but as the former showed no signs of allowing him to partake 
of it, he concluded to get at it by a stratagem. Accordingly he 
kindled some dry wood over the bath and pretending to be in 
great distress exclaimed : " Woe to me 1 The roof has caught 
fire, and the bath is near the bazaar the whole of which will 
become a prey of the flames ;" and giving, a bucket to Shoayb 
he said: "Brother! Fill the budsiet at the river and come 
back quickly that we may extinguish the fire ! The whole world 
is in danger from this conflagration V Shoayb sadly took the 
bucket and went out, but as soon as he had disappeared, the 
cupidity of the fireman would not alk>w him first to extiru- 
guish the flame, but impelled him to examine the bag which 
lie found to his astonishment to be full of gold, and be exclaimed 
joyfully : " This is great happiness indeed !" and. whilst he was 
trying to conceal the treasure in an aperture of the wall, the 
flames increased so much that they enveloped the whole roo^ 
and some of the sparks falling on the heaps of fuel around the 
building kindled them likewise, and attracted the attention 
of the people who came and found the covetous man burnt 
to cinders. Meanwhile however the conflagr^^tion increased and 
was still more fanned by a wind so that it could be put out 
only with great trouble, and after several persons, had lost 
their lives with a great amount of property. 

When Shoayb was going to fetch the water he lost his way 
and met a number of thieves carrying on their backs all sorts of 
things which they had just stolen in a house- As soon as they 
caught sight of him they compelled him also to carry a burden 
and proceeded to the town-wall which they scaled by throwing 
up a rope-ladder, and in the same manner they descended on 
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where they deposited their booty and proposed to kill Shoayb ; 
one of their number who had some sense of honesty left, said 
however : " Friends ! Is it not enough that we steal, must we 
also kill ? This man can do us no harm/* Others however 
replied : " A head which is cut off cannot speak ;*' and the con- 
versation on this subject was getting somewhat warm, when one 
of the king's spies happened to pass by and heard voiceis issuing 
from the vault. Accordingly he listened and saw what was going 
on. Then he rode quickly to the town and brought a number 
of armed men, with whom he rushed in and killed all the 
thieves. After examining the merchandize and beginning to 
remove it^ they discovered in a comer a man crouching down, 
whose hands were tied> and asked him : " Who are you ?" 
Shoayb replied that he was a poor stranger who had been robbed 
and was just about to be killed when his deliverers arrived. 
The men told him to take of the plunder whatever belonged to 
him, and he was not slow in appropriating a Qoran with several 
articles and in walking off. As soon as the morning dawned 
and the gates of the city were opened Shoayb entered ; but as 
the landlord who tad been robbed, immediately gave notice to 
the authorities, they were on the alert ; and he himself hap- 
pening to be near the gate by which Shoayb entered, at once 
recognized his Qoran and the articles the unfortunate man was 
carrying. The servants of the owner caught hold of him and 
asked : " Where ha,ve jou got these articles ?" He replied : 
" They are my property." Accordingly he was taken for a thief, 
the servants of the landlord tied his hands and were just about 
to bring him before the authorities, when the above mentioned 
armed men had disposed of the property, thrown the bodies of 
the thieves into the river, and were themselves arriving in town. 
When they perceived Shoayb in this difficulty they knew that 
if he were to be tortured he would make a confession and bring 
them into trouble, that they would not be believed of having 
taken their plunder from the thieves, would themselves be con- 
sidered robbers, would lose the property and also their own lives. 
Accordingly they concluded to liberate Shoayb, and assembling 
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a great number of their acquaintances they challenged his 
captors to deliver him as he was innocent ; they however refused 
and a fight ensued which swelled to such dimensions by rein- 
forcements to both parties that about one thousand persons were 
killed; and a rumour spread that an enemy had invaded the city. 
Therefore the king immediately despatched a regiment of 
cavalry which consisted of two thousand men, with orders to 
quell the uproar at any price. They fulfilled their duty and 
brought a multitude of prisoners together with Shoayb into the 
presence of the king. 

On the day when the kipg had discussed the subject of 
Shoayb's misfortunes with the Vizier, the latter knew that his 
Majesty would endeavour to prove the futility of his assertion. 
Therefore he appointed several men to watch proceedings day 
and night and to record every misfortune which would befall 
the people on account of Shoayb, and they had managed to com- 
pose a document of considerable length. When the king dis- 
covered Shoayb among the prisoners and the wounded who had 
been brought before him, he inwardly acknowledged his own 
error and admitted the truth of the Vizier's statement. The 
first man whom the king called forth from that assembly was 
the owner of the property, which he identified in the hands of 
Shoayb Bagdady, and many other persons bore witness to the 
truth of his statement. Then the king spoke as follows to 
Shoayb : ** I know that you are not a thief and a robber, and it 
is probable that he who is not a thief is also not a liar ; I there- 
fore command you to make a true statement of this case." 
Accordingly the poor fellow narrated every circumstance from 
bis first going to fetch water till his felling among the thieves, 
to the end." Then the king addressed the armed men of his 
spy as follows : " Cupidity spoils everything in this world ; had 
you simply captured and brought the thieves to me, you would 
have deserved a reward ; but by taking the property you have 
become their accomplices, and the cause of so great a confusion 
and slaughter. You are guilty ol death, but as you have cap- 
tured the thieves I pardon you, but I command you at the same 
time to restore the goods to the people and to leave the city 
together with Shoayb." 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



FORTUNE AND MISFORTUITE; 89 

After tlie people had been dismissed the Vizier produced the 
docuTQent in which all the misfortunes connected with Shoayb 
were recorded, and it was calculated that within the space of 
twelve days one thousand five hundred men had lost their lives, 
besides the injury suffered by those- who had been wounded 
and who had lost their property. 

Then the Vizier said : *' As this story likewise abundantly 
shows the truth of my assertion it would be best to dismiss Nassar 
and to allow him to go to a distant country until the rust of his 
misfortunes became wiped off from the mirror of his circum- 
stances, and then again to receive him favorably." 

The kiag was highly pleased with the advice of the Vizier, 
ordered him to give Nassar one thousand Dinars and then to 
send him away. The Vizier complied with the orders of his 
sovereign, even apologised to Nassar and requested him again 
to come after his fortune had turned more propitious and that 
then the king would receive him most graciously and reward 
him handsomely. Nassar was very sad and knew not where to 
go ; it occurred however to him that Khajrrandish had given 
him a ring which he was to show at Aleppo to his friend Abu 
Jorjas if he should fall into any troubles and be in need of aid. 
Therefore he started on his journey to that city ; but whilst he 
was travelling he arrived in a delightful prairie containing 
various flowers and trees ; as he was fatigued from his exertions 
he conclnded to stop near a beautiful spring, opened his belt* 
placed the gold which he had received from the Vizier under 
his head, and fell asleep. In that state he heard the following 
words : " Young man ! This dangerous place is not a spot for 
resting or sleeping ! Arise and save your life !" He leapt up 
.hastily and fled ; after a while he recollected that he had for- 
gotten his gold, but was afraid to return; and taking this 
accident also for a consequence of his ill luck he continued his 
journey. When he arrived in the vicinity of the hermitage of 
Abu Jorjas he beheld it in a state of neatness and cleanliness. 
From its walls blessings and felicities radiated, but he could 
find no trace of the hermit. After looking all round he per- 
ceived a man sleeping on a couch and said : ''This must be the 
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hermit, who has probably spent the night in devotions and is 
now sleeping." Accordingly he waited till evening but the 
hermit did not move. Then Nassar said to himself : " Although 
it is uncivil to awaken any one from sleep; but as this man 
would be sorry to miss the time of evening prayers, I must 
disturb him." He went forward, touched and shook the body 
a little, but the Sheikh would not move ; he perceived however 
a slip of paper on the pillow, which coiitained the following 
words ; ** Fortunate youth ! On the bank of the river of life no 
tree grows, which is not again blown down by the wind of fate. 
In a vision I was informed that you would come, but whilst I 
was alive I expected you in vain. As however the goblet of 
my existence has become filled to-day, I could not postpone my 
departure, and bowing ray head obediently to the summons of 
the omnipotent sovereign, I laid myself down on my death-bed. 
I am perfectly aware what you have come for. Dread nothing ; 
all your reverses will soon be turned to prosperity. Friend 1 I 
have three injunctions to communicate to you ; 1st That you 
wash my corpse and bury it in this place, 2ndly That as soon as 
you have the means you build a chapel in this place, so that 
whenever people see it, they may remember me, and their kind 
wishes may rejoice my soul ; because nothing is more useful 
to those who sleep on the bolster of death than the prayers of 
the living for their pardon, and 3rdly That every Friday night 
frankincense or other perfumes be burnt over my tomb, because 
wherever that is done the angels of mercy alight. On account 
of the hardships which you have hitherto suffered ; your luck 
will henceforth be very great. In this vicinity there is a spring 
called the Fountain of Alqamyss, which was a place of amuse- 
ment of Musulman fairies, and therefore infidel genii have 
exsiccated its water. You must during the space of forty days 
every day go to the spot and pray to God to allow the water 
again to flow. As soon as by the divine command water again 
appears in the^.spring, you must perform the sacred ablution of 
gratitude to the Almighty ; when all the filth of your misfor- 
tunes will be removed, and the fairies will everywhere shower 
happiness on your head." 
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After Nassar had read the paper he washed and shrouded the 
hermit according to his injunction ; then he betook himself to 
the fountain, prayed during forty days, at the termination of 
which the water again appeared and in it fishes were produced 
by order of the Almighty each of whom bore a jewel in his ear 
and a ring' in his mouth. Each of the fishes exclaimed : Praise 
be to God, and saluted Nassar ; who was very much astonished 
at the spectacle. Then a white fish more beautiful than all 
the others raised his head from the water, brought the purse of 
gold which Nassar had left near the spring, and said : *' Happy 
young man this is your deposit I Be not amazed at our sight, 
for although we are now in the shape of fishes, we are in reality 
fairies and live according to the ordinances of Essall^m ; and 
for this reason we mostly assume the form of fishes, because 
they are the most innocent of creatures. This fountain is our 
abode and place of amusement. When the malevolent genii 
had on account of the enmity they harbour towards us, exsic- 
cated this spring, we were compelled to roam about ; but now 
as by the blessing of your advent the water has again appeared, 
we are engaged in praising God and in thanking you. Young 
man 1 In the prairie where you have slept near a fountain we 
have warned you to depart ; because that region is the abode 
of a tremendous dragon which has destroyed numberless people 
by its fiery breath, and no one is able to kill it. The astrologers 
have predicted that a stranger will destroy the monster, and 
the king who has no offspring, made a vow to abdicate the king- 
dom in favor of that happy stranger. Young man ! We shall 
reward you for your good deed by killing the dragon and bring- 
ing you a sign, we shall cause you to obtain the bride of royalty 
and to gain every day a hundredfold more than what your 
father Khojah Humayoon has lost." Meanwhile they brought 
forth various savory eatables out of the water and invited him 
to enjoy himself till they killed the dragon. Then the fishes 
disappeared, and after a while a great dust, a tempest and 
lightning enveloped the whole firmament in confusion and 
darkness. When all the noise and turmoil was over, the sur- 
face of the fountain became a little troubled, the fishes again 
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appeared from the water and placed the head of the dragon 
which was extremely large, on the bank of it. Then one of the 
fishes spoke as follows : " Young man ! This dragon was sleep- 
ing in the shadow of a mountain ; but we went with seventy 
thousand fairies to the spot, and separating one half of the 
mountain threw it on the dragon, which immediately perished. 
The tempest was produced by the last agonies of the monster. 
Although the service which we have just done to you, is as 
nothing in comparison to the favor you conferred on us, but as 
every return be it ever so slight, is acceptable, we have been 
happy to serve you ; and please God we shall hereafter consider 
it as our highest pleasure to fulfil every one of your wishes ; 
and now you may depart to the city." Accordingly Nassar 
went away and when the people saw the head of the dragon 
they signalled the event to the capital, from which immense 
crowds issued so that not less than twenty thousand persons 
met Nassar and took him with the greatest pomp to the town ; 
the people constantly bowing and thanking him for the great 
benefit he had conferred on them. On that occasion the king 
happened to be on his death-bed, and as he had no son his 
ministers did not know who would be his successor; but when 
they perceived Nassar approaching, they immediately carried 
him into the presence of the king who was rejoiced at the news, 
kissed the forehead of Nassar, offered his thanksgivings to the 
Almighty and said : " If I must die, I have now no other wish," 
and handing his diadem with his royal signet to Nassar he said 
to his Vizier : " He is a good servant indeed who obeys his 
sovereign even on the death-bed ; let now every one who loves 
me pay his allegiance to Nassar." Accordingly the ministers 
with all the people present in the assembly did homage to 
Nassar and elevated him to the throne of royalty. 

As soon as the king died Nassar began to govern, fulfilled 
the last wishes of the hermit, and sent messengers to Bagdad to 
bring his father^ Khojah Humayoon with all his relatives, and 
when they arrived with great ceremony and pomp, the father 
rejoiced'to meet his son like Jacob when he was brought to 
Joseph. Nassar appointed his father to be his Vizier and 
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bestowed high stations on all his kindred, he s^lso wrote a letter 
to the king of Egypt which he sent with many gifts and in- 
formed him of the happy turn his destiny had taken. 

Although Nassar was for some time in the gripe of various 
misfortunes he became ultimately very happy and spent his 
life ia great comfort. 
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PART SECOND, 

Sometimes it bappens that a person is suet a favorite of 
lucky that if another tries to injure him, even that becomes an 
occasion of profit. Good men refrain in thought, word and 
deed from injuring their fellow-beings ; bad persons however 
resemble scorpions in their nature who sting everybody with- 
out a cause and without profit to themselves, whilst their 
enemies nevertheless prosper; as will appear from the adven- 
tures of Farrahruz whose success was only promoted by the 
enmity which the Viziers of the king of Yemen harboured 
towards him, 

STORY, 

In ancient times there lived in Kashmir a Jeweller, called 
Khojah Marjan, who was very lucky in all his dealings and 
amassed great wealth. He had three sons, the two elder ones- 
of whom happened to be of a foolish and lazy disposition ; there- 
fore the Khojah spoke to them as follows : " According to the 
requirements of this world, every body must do something for 
his living. You may have heard that at first I was myself only 
the servant of a jeweller but that I have by dint of industry 
overcome all obstacles, so that in this town there exists no 
other individual as rich as myself. It would be a pity if you 
were in your folly to trust to my opulence and engage in no 
occupation, because in this way many persons who had the 
greatest expectations were disappointed, and reduced to misery. 
If any man although he may be rich, knows only how to spend 
and never to gain, it is very probable that he will exhaust all 
his resources ; therefore, a» our business is commerce, which is 
promoted by trading in various places,^ I desire you to gain your 
livelihood in that manner as long as I am alive ; and for tbat 
purpose I shall give to each of you some goods, and thus you 
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may carry on business." The name of the Khojah*s third son 
was Farrahruz, who was a great deal more intelligent than the 
two others, and therefore he also loved him more ; therefore, 
after he had given to each of his sons the promised goods, he 
secretly handed to Farrahruz a small casket and said : '' My dear 
son ! The true touch-stone of young men is travel, from which 
their ability appears. Although no one of you has yet made a 
journey the results whereof might show your skill and intelli- 
gence; my paternal love nevertheless whispers to me that you are 
the worthiest of my sons. In this casket there is a cock which 
skilful workmen have carved from one piece of ruby and have 
inserted various contrivances into its abdomen, so that it is one 
of the greatest curiosities, t^e like of which has never been seen 
in the world. Keep it secret from your brothers, and in case 
you should fall into trouble, you may still help yourself by 
presenting this cock as a gift to some king." 

When the three brothers had received the goods from their 
father they started on their journey to Erdn, and arrived first 
in the royal city of Herat, which was at that time ruled with 
justice and equity. When the sons of Khojah Marjan arrived 
in that delightful region they spent their time in pleasure ; 
Farrahruz was however an exception and whilst his two seniors 
played and enjoyed themselves from morning till evening he 
was engaged in business. One day he even took the liberty of 
admonishing them but they stretched forth their necks of 
impudence like minarets and refused to listen to his advice ; at 
last however their dissipations reduced them to a state of 
poverty, and even of misery, so that they intended to commit 
suicide. TheA their youngest brother took pity on them, gave 
them some goods and said : " Dear brothers ! You have only 
yourselves to blame for what has happened !" After being 
assisted by him they squandered again everything away, and 
when Farrahruz requested them to continue the journey with 
him they replied that they had no resources at all and that 
they would not move. Accordingly Farrahruz was compelled 
to leave them and proceeded to Shir4z, where he traded for 

some time, gained a great deal of monev, and became acquaint- 

13 
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ed with an excellent individual of the name of Zaynulmofi^erin, 
When he was about to depart to Tabryz the last mentioned 
individual presented him with a ring and said : ** As men are 
everywhere beset by dangers, but especially in journeys, I pre- 
sent you with this ring, and in case you should fall into distress 
you must show it to a friend of mine in Mousal, whose name is 
Habyb, and he will aid you." 

When Farrahruz arrived in Tabryz he hired a shop, traded 
and made large profits. Then he concluded to travel to the 
country of the Franks and purchased various goods required in 
the trade of that part of the world ; and bought nearly twenty 
strings of camels to carry his merchandize. When he arrived 
at Bagdad, he stopped there for some time on aocount of his 
commercial transactions, and when one day he walked about in 
the bazaar as usual, he remarked among the porters two men 
exactly resembling his own brothers, they were however so 
dirty and ragged, every hair of their bodies was bristled up like 
the thorns of a porcupine, and poverty had emaciated them so 
that he was at first unwilling to approach them ; impelled by 
his brotherly feelings he nevertheless looked at them once more, 
but was not recognized by them. He ordered one of his 
servants to call them aside, and when they had arrived Farra- 
hruz burst into tears ; they likewise wept, and were ashamed 
to look np. He gave to each of them again a number of goods 
and said: " My dear brothers ! Those that walk in the streets 
of safety will never be assailed by the dust of trouble ! You 
may return home with the goods which I have given you.'* 
But they replied, " Why should we separate from so kind and 
loving a brother as you are ; we wish to obey and to follow you 
wherever you go." 

In short, all the three brothers left Bagdad together and 
travelled towards the country of the Franks ; but when the 
two brothers discovered the wealth of Farrahruz, the flame of 
envy and cupidity was kindled in the oven of their hearts, and 
they spoke to each other as follows : " What is the use of such 
a life, that we who are the older brothers should be subject to 
our junior. We shall earn only shame in the sight of our 
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father and of everybody, and whilst we live the stain of depen- 
dancy and of poverty will never disappear from our characters 
whereas he will always enjoy honor and respect. We mnst try 
to cause him to perish in some way, get possession of the {nx)^ 
perty and then joyfully return to our native country with the 
information that some misfortune has befallen him.'' These 
two ungrateful brothers thus wiped off the kindness enjoyed by 
them, with the water of treachery and faithlessness from the 
tablets of their minds ; and having agreed about the crime> 
they watched for an opportunity to execute it ;, for a long time 
however they were unable to get any chance and thus they 
travelled from town to town. 

When they had arrived in the vicinity of the Frank country 
they were obliged to embark on the sea in a vessel which 
carried also a skiff iLsed for various purposes^ but was quite 
empty. One day the brothers said^ to Farrahms: "Come^let 
us all three get down into the boat which iis quite empty and 
we may rest ourselves in it better than in. the ship." Their 
brother agreed, and when they had all. goxie down^ the two 
seniors recollected, that it would be more comfortable to have 
also some bedding, and went into the i^p to fetcbit, leaving 
Farrahruz alone in the boat. The latter however soon observ- 
ed to his great consternation that the skiff had bemi cast loose 
and that it was floating graduaUy awogr &om the- ship. The 
sailors also noticed this fact only after some time^ had eie^sed^ 
and as meanwhile a little breeze bad sprung up they were 
unable to recover their boat 

Farrahruz immediately guessed that this bad been doae by 
his brothers ; but at the styoae time he concluded that no fret* 
ting or lamentation could be of the least use to him, and thank* 
ed God that as the wretdies had executed their design he had 
no longer anything to fear from them ;. and trusting to the 
mercy of the Almighty who is able to. deliver us from all dan- 
gers, he fell asleep; nor did FjEMrahruz incur the least peril, for 
on the third day the skiff landed safely on the coast of Yemen. 

He went on shore intending to discover some inhabited place; 
when the king of Yemen who happened' to be on a hunting 
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excursion came in sight with a splendid cavalcade of retainers ; 
accordingly Farrahruz approached him, made his humble bow 
and spoke as follows : " Your Majesty's humble servant has 
tasted of the bitterness of misfortune, and hope impels him to 
prostrate himself at your feet." The king stopped and looked 
at Farrahruz, who took out the cock given to him by his father, 
and presented it to the king, who was greatly pleased with the 
gift. To all questions Farrahruz gave very intelligent replies, 
60 that in a few days he won the aflfection of the monarch who 
spoke to him as follows : ^^ I thank Qod for having become 
acquainted with so prudent and honest a person as you are, and 
you are at liberty to give me your opinion in all matters. Far- 
rahruz answered J *<May the lamp of your Majesty's happy 
government always remain shining in the assembly of pros* 
perity, and may it always be protected in the lanthom of Divine 
favor from every wind of adversity. Your humble servant de- 
sires only to behold the glory of your Majesty, and as he has 
experienced reverses of fortune he craves merely for permission 
to sojourn for a time under the protection of this government.** 
The king received this request favorably, and assigned a lodging 
with the means of sustenance to Farrahruz who was assiduous 
in attending at the Court, and succeeded in ingratiating himself 
so well, Ijiat he became one of the favorites of the king, and 
was appointed by the latter to so high a station that the other 
counsellors, secretaries and high officials became such in name 
only, because the authority of Farrahruz had in all matters 
become paramount. 

The- elevation of a stranger to the highest post did not fail to 
excite universal jealousy and envy, and all the courtiers were 
seeking for an opportunity of removing him. On a certain 
occasion the king gave a great banquet in which also the cock 
was exhibited, and when the repast was over the Sultan spoke 
as follows ! " You have all seen the world, but you have at no 
royal court beheld a curiosity like the cook which Farrahruz 
has presented me with." The enemies of the latter replied : 
" This is true, but we imagine that if your Majesty were to order 
a throne to be constructed of white chrysolites, of yeUow 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FORTUNE AND MISFORTUNE. 99 

emeralds tind of red diamonds it would surpass anything ever 
possessed by any sovereign." The king replied smiling : you 
are wishing for an impossibility, because I have never heard 
that there existed white chrysolites, yellow emeralds or red 
diamonds ; and perhaps they are so rare that scarcely enough 
exist of them in the world to make a ring, to say nothing of a 
throne." They replied however : " Any affair that can possibly 
be accomplished, stands open to the competition of skilful and 
experienced individuals." In this strain they continued to 
speak until they succeeded in exciting in the king a desire to 
possess such a throne ; accordingly he asked : *' But who can 
procure a sufficient quantity of those precious stones to con- 
struct a throne ?" To this question all replied unanimously : 
'* This business may be accomplished by a very intelligent man, 
and we know of no other than Farrahruz who would be quali- 
fied to undertake it, considering that he has already brought 
one curiosity, the like of which does not exist in the world." 
The king intimated however that as Farrahruz had become so 
useful to him, he could not dispense with his presence. The 
latter nevertheless rose from his place and offered his services, 
promising to return withia the space of forty days. Accord- 
ingly the king gave him the required furlough, and Farrahruz 
proceeded according to the recommendation of Zaynulmofiherin 
to the town of Mousul in search of the hermit Jalyas, whom he 
discovered in a cave not far from the just mentioned locality. 
The hermit was a pious old man, reposing himself in perfect 
innocence and piety in the mansion of tranquility and ascetism, 
with a mind free from the shackles of animal passions, and 
engaged in humbly praising and worshipping the bestower of 
all gifts. Farrahruz made his obeisance, presented the ring of 
Zaynulmofdherin and was welcomed by the ascetic as follows : 
** I am glad to see you, I know the ring of my friend ; and as it 
has during my whole life been a pleasure to me to assist all 
professors of Essallam, I request you to inform me of your 
wants." Farrahruz explained his case, and the hermit conti- 
nued : " Although no one has ever returned disappointed from 
this place I must inform you that your enemies have managed 
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to send you in search of objects the attainment whereof they 
conceived to be impossible, and that the aflFair is a difficult one. 
Let us however trust in God who is able to help us." 

About sunset the hermit poured out the custumary orisons, 
and after having completed them he spoke as follows : " From 
Pivine inspiration I learn, that in Syria there is a mountain in 
the vicinity of which there is an oasis inhabited by genii and 
fairies, who possess many of the precious stones you require. 
They are stored in the treasury of their king, but no man dared 
to approach the spot since the time of king Solomon (to whom 
be blessings). At present however a son of the king of the 
fairies is suffering from lunacy which greatly distresses his 
father. All physicians who tried to cure him were unable to 
accomplish anything, and I shall teach you a prayer which will 
restore him to health, and the king will be very glad to reward 
you." Then the hermit taught Farrahruz the prayer, gave him 
also a staff and said : ** This cane is prepared from the cocoa- 
nut tree of Ceylon, one of whose numerous properties is, that it 
conveys its owner safely from all dangers to the place of his 
destination. Its various genii and sorcerers harbouring enmity 
towards mankind assume various shapes and infest that road,, 
and accomplish the niin of many persons, there is no doubt that 
they will lay snares for you also, and if you are foolish enough 
to lose this staff, you will fall into troubles from which you can, 
never escape." 

After receiving the above advice Farrahruz took leave of the 
hermit, started on his journey, and arrived after several days 
within the limits of the dominions of the fairies, and entered a 
beautiful prairie adorned with numerous flowers and rivulets^ 
The fragrant vegetation and the salubrious air which th« 
traveller inhaled, exhilarated Farrahruz and invited him ta 
walk about in the delightful landscape. He soon perceived a 
group of beauteous fairies sitting around one of their own sex 
who seemed to be their queen. On perceiving the latter, Farra- 
hruz was so fascinated by her attractions that he stood still as 
if petrified, but his heart palpitated violently. 

A fairy soon approached Farrahruz, took him by the hand 
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and drew him into the circle. He completely forgot all the 
admonitions of the hermit and chatted with the maidens very 
pleasantly, till they all leapt nimbly up and taking Farrahruz 
along with themselves they walked till they came in sight of a 
palace where the ladies entered, but Farrahruz was turned off 
by the male attendants with the words : " This is not a locality 
where any unknown stranger may freely go in and out." 
Accordingly he sat down in melancholy and expectation, and 
after a short while one of those heart-ravishers issued forth to 
call him. Farrahruz quickly jumped up to obey the joyful 
summons, but a gate-keeper met him half- ways saying : " The 
laws of courtesy prohibit any one to enter the private apart- 
ments of high personages armed ; it would be highly improper 
to pay your respects to the queen of this country with a staff in 
your hands." Accordingly he took it away from Farrahruz, 
who rushed in as if intoxicated by the desire of beholding the 
object of his adoration. When he entered, he found himself in 
a paradisiac spot containing a throne ornamented with innume- 
rable gems, on which that beauty reposed like the world-illumi- 
nating sun, with all the attendant ladies around her, sitting, 
conversing, playing on musical instruments, laughing, eating 
and drinking. 

Farrahruz was rejoiced on beholding this scene and flattered 
himself that he might soon become nearer acquainted with the 
occupant of the throne, and considered himself already happier 
than a thousand kings of Yemen. Nor was he disappointed in 
his expectations ; for, the charming queen addressed him in the 
most flattering terms, dallied with him amorously, and having 
asked for a goblet of wine she sipped some of it and coquettishly 
handing it to him requested him to quaff it. As soon however 
as Farrahruz had done so he perceived that he had become 
changed into a female monkey with paps full of milk and 
several young monkeys tugging at them, in the midst of a 
shoreless ocean, and floating on a piece of timber. 

He looked in all directions but perceived no land, and awak- 
ing in his bitter grief, from the sleep of carelessness he remem- 
bered the advice of Jalyas the hermit, and the loss of his staff ; 
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his lamentations availed him however nothing, the little mon- 
keys pulled away at the breasts and were even manifesting 
their enmity, but the maternal kindness of a monkey which he 
had been invested with, prohibited him from retaliating. In 
this manner he spent several days without food, drink^ sleep or 
rest, suffering from the burning heat of the sun, and implored 
the mercy of the Almighty to rescue him from this peril, till at 
last after the expiration of seven days a ship came in sight, 
from which a beautiful lady descended into a skiff with two 
attendants and rowed about the sea, till they came in sight of 
the piece of timber on which Farrahruz was sitting, and he 
began to moan most pitifully in the language of monkeys which 
attracted the attention of the lady and she said to her attend- 
ants : " Unless I am greatly mistaken, I again behold an effect of 
the wickedness of that God forgetting fairy who has changed this 
poor wretch to a monkey/' Then she uttered a magic spell in 
consequence whereof Farrahruz sneezed and immediately reco* 
vered his human shape ; the piece of timber floated to the skiff 
and as soon as Farrahruz stepped into it he perceived that he 
was in a garden with the beautiful lady and several other 
persons. Then he exclaimed ; '' Frsdse be to God ! I experience 
wonderful changes !" Hereon the lady took him by the hand, 
congratulated him on his delivery and said : " Be of good cheer ! 
I have by Divine Providence been guided to this spot and have 
thus been enabled to save you. Others have fallen into the 
same snare like yourself, but have lost their lives> whereas you 
have come forth unscathed from the whirlpool of calamity.'* 

Hereon the lady promenaded for a while with Farrahruz and 
then they proceeded to a splendid mansion containing a throne 
encrusted with jewels, whereon she took her seat and was waited 
iipon by legions of attendants. After a short time most delicious 
food was brought for Farrahruz who broke his fast of seven day&; 
and when he had finished his repast and recovered his strength, 
he was obliged to relate his adventures. The lady said : " As 
cunning and hatred had brought so much trouble on your 
head, perhaps kindness may also do something to aid you. 
Be aware that the wicked fairy who has injured you is my 
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sister, her name is Nafisa and we are both the daughters of king 
Nubehar who reigned supreme over all the fairies of this coun- 
try ; but after our father's death my sister was for some time 
led astray from the religion of EssaMm by an infidel goblin who 
got her into his power ; and therefore she even now tries to 
injure Musalmans as much as she can." After these words she 
whispered something to a fairy who returned in a short time 
with the staff which the hermit Jalyas had given to Farrahruz, 
and of which the fairies had deprived him. Farrahruz thanked 
the queen and she said:" I should be glad if you were to remain 
here and live with me, but I wish not to detain you. I never- 
theless beseech you again to return because that comfort which 
you may enjoy here you will never find among men, and among 
their follies. At present however you may go in search of the 
precious stones you are in want of; the king whose son is sub- 
ject to fits of lunacy, is my cousin ; and he possesses countless 
quantities of the gems you require ; he is however in great dis- 
tress on account of the malady of his son." Then she sent one 
of her courtiers with Farrahruz to inform her cousin that he 
would cure his son. 

Accordingly Farrahruz left the park with the fairy-courtier, 
and at the gate there was a box wherein he was requested to 
take his position and to close his eyes. On opening them after 
a moment he perceived that he had been transported into a royal 
palace the like of which in beauty, magnificence, and decora- 
tion no human eye had ever beheld. There he saw a sovereign 
sitting on a throne with great pomp, and surrounded by numer- 
ous courtiers. All persons were however in deep mourning, 
Farrahruz was presented by his guide to the king, who said : 
" Young man I Considering that human beings excel all other 
tribes of animals in beneficence and happiness, I welcome your 
advent 1 I am informed that you have come to cure my son ; if 
you are able to do it, I shall feel myself indebted to you as 
long as I live ! " Farrahruz replied : " Exalted sovereign ! 
Although every cure depends in the first place from the mercy 
of the Almighty ; your humble servant possesses a supplication 
in which he ha« the fullest confidence, and hopes by means of it to 
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accomplish the cure ! " The king gave orders to produce 
the prince, who was accordingly brought forth in bonds and 
chains. He wept by turns like a vernal cloud or smiled like ^ 
fresh rose ; he had also fits of a very turbulent character. As soon 
as Farrahruz perceived him, he opened the portals of eloquence 
with the ineffable name of God and recited the prayer which he 
l)ad learnt from Jalyas the hermit. When he had completed 
the invocation, the prince recovered the perfect use of his 
intellect and was cured ; he sneezed a few times, thanked God 
and asked : " For what crime have I been put in chains ?" At 
these words the king manifested his joy, kissed the prince, 
delivered him of the chains, and all the fairies were very glad. 
The Sultan said to Farrahruz : " I cannot express to you my 
gratitude in words, nor am I able to reward you. May God 
requite you ! " Farrahruz opened the lips of civility and spoke 
as follows: "I am delighted with the happy result of the 
prayer," and proffered his request for the precious stones. 
Accordingly the king ordered cart-loads of white chrysolites, 
red diamonds, and yellow emeralds to be brought from the 
treasury, and enjoined a skilful goblin to construct a throne 
with those gems, which was immediately done. In the evening 
Tahamtan who was a genius moving with the celerity of 
lightning, departed with the throne to the kingdom of Yemen 
and took with him also Farrahruz, from whom the monarch of 
the fairies took leave in the most affectionate manner and 
said to him : " Take this ring, which has been kept for many 
ages in the treasury of my ancestors, and the possession of 
which is connected with mtiny blessings, keep it always 
on your finger, and it will preserv-e you from all misfor- 
tunes, except when you are in a state of pollution, because 
the ineffable divine namo is written on it ; and if you keep 
it with you in that state, you will become subject to incurable 
epileptic and lunatic fits, and this signet-ring will again 
return to our treasury, nor will any mortal be able to cure you 
of that disease except ourselves. Whenever any diflSculty 
occurs to you, turn the ring on the fore-finger of your right 
hand, and ask aid from the victorious spirit of Solomon (upon 
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. whom be blessing) when immediately a genius will make his- 
appearance to whom you can entrust any service, and he will 
accomplish it. But you must not show it to goblins who are 
wicked demons and are the sworn enemies of mankind, lest 
they might deprive yon of the ring." Farrahruz thanked the 
king and was taken up by Tahamtan. about midnight with the 
throne, who deposi4ied him in Yemen before day-light, and. 
returned. 

When Farrahruz had departed from Yemen the envious 
Viziers and Secretaries were delighted because they did not 
think it likely he would ever return.. The king however was 
grieved for being separated from his favourite, and was impati- 
ently counting the days. At last he said to his courtiers : 
** What need had I of such a throne, since the society of such 
a friend was more valuable to me thaa a thousand thrones of 
king Solomon. Possibly Farrahruz was unable to attain his 
object and is now ashamed to return ;" and the Viziers agreed 
with the opinion of their master because they were afraid to 
contradict him, and thought Farrahruz would never come back. 

When however the fortieth day arrived, Farrahniz brought 
the throne to the palace before any of the Viziers or Secretaries 
had made their appearance. At the joyful sight the king 
embraced and kissed Farrahruz affectionately, . and ordered the 
great kettle-drums of gladness to be beaten. The grandees; 
who were yet in their houses were astonished, at the sounds 
they heard, and whea they obtained information of what had 
happened they were confused and dismayed. When they went 
to the palace and beheld- that the honor Farrahruz enjoyed 
before, had now considerably increased, they said : ** 'fhe luck 
of this man is marvellous^ wlio accomplished a thing wherein^ 
we thought nobody would be able to succeed. 

The king again gave a splendid banquet in which the cock 
was shown and placed before the magnificent throne, which was 
admired by all the assembled people. On that occasion the 
Viziers were obliged to restrain their malevolence, and after 
giving utterance to. many expressions of admiration they said : 
•'Although your Majesty's humble sei vants and. well- wishers are- 
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unable to produce anything themselves, they nevertheless con- 
sider it their duty to suggest anything which might become an 
occasion for the increase of your Majesty's glory. If four date 
trees of gold having fruits and leaves of jewels were placed at 
the four comers of this throne there is no doubt your Majesty 
would be unequalled in the possession of costly and rare objects, 
and no sovereign on earth could pretend to the least shadow 
of equality with our ling." The Sultan smiled disdainfully 
and said :*' Such a wish cannot be realised, and although I have 
perused many biographical and historical works, I have never 
read that anything of this kind exists in the world." They 
replied however: "May it please your Majesty, there is nothing 
which will not yield to skill and to intelligent efforts." The 
king rejoined : " Then who is able to procure these objects ?" 
The Viziers continued : " Farrahruz is the man !" But the 
king said : " God forbid that I should burden him with this 
affair, considering that I am already under great obligations to 
him. Propose some one else !" 

After the conversation had progreg^ed in this manner for a 
while, Farrahruz got up and said : " If your Majesty will give 
me leave I shall be most happy to undertake this business f* 
The king hesitated a while but ultimately permitted him to go 
on a furlough of six months. Accordingly Farrahruz departed 
and when he was well out of the city he took the signet-ring 
given to him by the king of the fairies, from his pocket, and 
put it on his finger ; when immediately a goblin of dreadful as- 
pect, as large as an elephant, and as savage as a dragon, made 
his appearance, bowed humbly and said : •' I am Qashank the 
Ufrit whom the king of the fairies has sent to serve you, and I 
have come to execute your orders." Farrahruz said : " I wish 
to see her Majesty the queen of all the fairies." The Ufrit 
Qashank drew the finger of obedience over the eyes of acqui- 
escence, took Farrahruz on his back, and ascended into the sky. 

After the fairy-queen had sent Farrahruz to her unole to 
cure his son, she despatched also several Ufrits for her sister 
Nafisa who had injured Farrahruz ; and when she was brought, 
the queen spoke to her as follows : " Sinful woman ! How is 
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it that you always afflict Miisulmans who are of all men by 
their piety and devotion the greatest favorites of the Courts of 
Unity. How has poor Farrahruz offended you that you changed 
him into a monkey ?" Then she wished to punish her but all 
the fairies pleaded for mercy^ and Nafisa was forgiven. The 
latter could however not get over the' scene, but plotted with a 
number of malevolent genii against her sister Bailu. On this 
account she set spies to watch the queen who was understood 
to wish to marry Farrahruz ; and as it had also become known 
that the latter had cured the prince and had obtained from his 
father such an excellent ring, she spoke to her serving genii as 
follows : " It is possible that Farrahruz's love for queen B&uu 
will induce him to vist her soon ; but as she has so grievously 
insulted me you must disappoint her and kill him. It will 
however be better to dress up one of my girls to represent 
queen B&nu and to send her with a considerable retinue to 
meet Farrahruz, who will mistake her for the queen and will 
marry her. In his attentions to her he will become careless 
about the ring which you may take from himi-and after obtain- 
ing possession of it, you can easily kill him." 

After matters had been arranged as just described, they 
waited for the appearance of Farrahruz. It happened also that 
Qashank the Ufrit whom the king of the fairies had sent to 
Farrahruz was a friend and well-wisher of Nafisa ; accordingly 
he informed the latter of his errand, and she likewise com- 
municated to him her scheme. The Ufrit also said: "Be not 
dismayed, but make all the arrangements with the girl in the 
prairie where you first saw Farrahruz ; I shall bring him there." 

When Qashank had taken up Farrahruz he ascended higher 
than any flights of imagination could conceive, but when he 
arrived in Syria he gradually lowered himself and deposited 
Farrahruz in the prairie saying : " Happy mortal ! As the 
secrets of our minds are known to our true friends, and are reflect- 
ed to each other in the mirrors of their hearts, and the queen 
obtained the glad tidings of your propitious advent, she will 
to-day throw a haJo of felicity over this region by meeting you 
with a numerous company in this locality ! I have brought you 
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here to see your love !" Farrabruz was delighted by this in* 
formation and was presented to one of Nafisa's maids dressed 
like the queen^ seated on a throne, and surrounded by numer- 
ous attendants in a state of great pomp and dignity. When. 
Farrahruz bebeld her, the striking resemblance deceived hini 
and he thought her to be queen Banu ; he lost all his self- 
possession and eagerly ran to meet her ; and the movement 
being simultaneous on the part of the maid th^y rushed into 
each other's arms. After the first explosion of joy was over> 
fibe invited Farrahruz to take a seat on tbe throne by her 
side, and conversed with him on his adventures ;. and on beings 
informed of the envy of the Viziers she said: " Beloved friend ! 
Are you not disgusted to live anwng individuals who are un.- 
able to appreciate your merits, and who sent you on such er- 
rands ? I conjure you by our love not to expose yourself, and. 
never to return to that place. Remain with me,, and let us 
€njoy ourselves." She cajoled Farrahruz^ and gradually her 
attendants disappeared whilst they were conversing with each^ 
other. When they were quite alone the maid threw her hands 
around his neck, kissed him, and said that she was scarcely 
able to restrain her passionate feelings. Farrahruz yielded to 
the impulses of fiery sensuality but as soon as be had gratified^ 
it, he felt that his mind was becoming deranged,, his head turn- 
ed, his eyes glared, he felt himself extremely weak and shut his 
eyes. When he opened them again he could perceive no trace 
of his mistress and the whole scene was changed. He heard 
the wind blowing and thunders roaring, he felt himself quite 
oonfused, and began to prattle incoherent sentences,, so that he 
became at last totally drowned in the ocean of senselessness. 
When he recovered from his trance,^ and. was again able to 
make use of his senses, he perceived that he had assumed the 
shape of an old barber in a bazaar of Damascus and was jufit 
engaged in shaving the head of a costumer ;. having in his shop 
all the utensils required in the trade and also a number of 
apprentices standing around him. On scrutinizing this scene 
he was greatly amazed and thought within himself : " What 
have I come to !" and remembering the signet-ring; with the 
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injunction of the king 'of the fairies, he began to weep bitterly. 
The man whom he was shaving saw him moving his lips, mut* 
tering something, and shaking his head; therefore he said: 
^* Barber ! What is the matter with you ? Perhaps you are 
calculating the income of your trade, or have been long in the 
bath, the fumes of which muddle your brains, so that you have 
stopped shaving my head. Be quick ! The police magistrate 
has invited a number of high personages to be his guests to-day, 
and there is no on« except myself to make the necessary 
arrangements for the repast." Farrahruz was however so ab- 
-sorbed in his thoughts about queen Bdnu that he paid not the 
least attention to what his costumer said. The latter however 
• got a little angry and expostulated, whereon Farrahruz who 
imagined him to be the goblin Qashank threw away the razor, 
tore his own clothes from top to bottom, strewed dust on his 
head, struck his costumer several times, began to weep, and 
lamented : " Wicked goblin ! The king of the fairies had warned 
me to be on my guard of genii and not to show them the ring, 
because they are demons whose amity cannot be trusted. I 
disregarded his injunction and made friendly advances to you ; 
therefore I have by your wickedness lost a ring which is more 
valuable than the diadem of Alexander the Great and the goblet 
of Jamshid. I have been deprived of the company of my mistress, 
have become subject to epileptic and lunatic fits, and have lost 
my happiness. You are not satisfied with having thus reduced 
me to misery but now you even rail at me." The costumer 
jumped up bare-headed as he was and ran into the bazaar, 
Farrahruz pursuing him and shouting : " Musulmans ! Capture 
Qashank the Ufrit because he has destroyed my happiness, and 
has so dreadfully injured me !" As he was thus shouting and 
running after the man, and calling for the aid of the inhabitants 
of the bazaar, his Ezar descended to his feet, which becoming 
entangled in the cloth, he stumbled in the confusion and fell 
to the ground, breaking his forehead and losing a great quantity 
of blood. 

When the people of the bazaar saw the servant of the police- 
magistrate running bareheaded, and a decrepit old barber pursu- 
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ing him, and afterwards falling down wounded; and as they 
knew the other man to be a very bad fellow, they were almost 
certain that be must have injured the barber ; therefore they 
took pity on the latter and assailed him with questions ; but 
Farrahruz still repeated : " Catch the Ufrit Qashank, because 
he has done me damage of one thousand Tomans !" The people 
rejoined : " We know him to be the servant of the magistrate 
and to be a great scoundrel ; he may have injured you but his* 
name is not Qashank the Ufrit ; now he has fled but you must 
state your case to his master and he will be punished." Accord- 
ingly they tied up the wound of Farrahruz and several men 
accompanied him to the magistrate ; where Farrahrus^ tumbled 
headlong into the office and shouted : " Mussulmans I By the 
treachery of Qashank the goblin, my happiness was destroyed !" 
Several high personages happened to be with the magistrate at 
the time, who were astonished at the intrusion, were still more 
disconcerted when Farrahru? threw a stone into the midst of the 
assembly, and as a few days ago an astrologer had predicted that 
bloodshed and slaughter would take place in the country, they 
considered this scene as an omen, ran all away, and the magis- 
trate retired to his seraglio. Farrahruz followed however the 
company and shouted : " Catch Qashank the Ufrit who has 
changed the spring of my peace into the autumn of misery !" 
The people in the streets fancied that a thief had escaped 
from the house of the magistrate, so that many persons like- 
wise ran after the fugitives, shouting: "Catch Qashank the 
Ufrit who has run away from the house of the magistrate T' 
No one however knew who Qashank was. 

It happened that on this occasion a very tall, dark com- 
plexion ed fellow, with a long dishevelled beard and hair, and 
dressed in rags had arrived from the desert to look at the 
city and was walking about the streets. As this man had 
never before seen such a mob, be got frightened at the noise 
and began to run like a goblin of the wilderness ; but as the 
people were, coming after him and no one knew him, they 
thought him to be Qashank the Ufrit, or a thief who had escaped 
from the house of the magistrate. Accordingly they cauglvt 
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and tied the man, whilst Farrahruz the maniac fancied him to 
be Qashank ; sprang forward, struck him a blow, and exclaimed : 
" Cruel wretch ! Why have you deprived me of my mistress 
and of my ring and have thus precipitated me into the abyss of 
misery ?" The man of the desert was astonished, but thought 
that it may possibly be the custom thus to speak to outsiders 
who intruded themselves into the city. 

When the mob perceived the embarrassed countenance and 
the uncouth figure of the stranger, they also fancied him to be 
Qashank the Ufrit and said : " There is no doubt, he has greatly 
injured the barber." At last many people assembled and seeing 
Farrahruz lamenting in the most woeful manner they began to 
reproach the stranger, saying : " O Qashank, are you not ashamed 
of having done such wrong to this old barber ?" The man of 
the desert who had during his whole life never been in a town, 
fancied, that in these parts it might perhaps be the custom thus 
to receive all persons who first made their appearance in the 
city ; therefore he said nothing, and to everything he merely 
shook his head like the goat of Akhfash.* The Amyr of the 
city happened to return from a hunting expedition, and on 
beholding the noise and excitement of the populace in the street 
through which he passed, sent a chamberlain to make inquiries* 
The latter quickly brought information that this fellow Qashank 
the Ufrit by name, had deprived the barber of his wife, together 
with a costly ring. When Farrahruz beheld the royal caval- 
cade he began to shout more and more, but the king and his 
courtiers could get nothing more out of him than the words : 
" Woe to me I The whirlwind of the treachery of Qashank the 
Ufrit has extinguished the lamp of my happiness, and the fire 
of his oppression has melted my soul and my life." As the 
Sult&n was of a very kind disposition and did not wish even the 
poorest of his subjects to suflFer tyranny, he said to his ministers : 
'* It appears that this peasant has so injured the poor old barber 

* Akhfash waa a MuLammadan professor of grammar and literature who was so 
unlucky as not to be able to attract any disciples ; therefore he trained a goat and 
lectured t^ it, the docile animal approving, doubting, or denying his propositions 
at occasion required, and in course of time when it had attracted a very large 
number of scholars, its functions ceased. (^ r\c\ci\c> 
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as to make him lose his senses ;" and calling for the stranger 
who was by this time quite confused, he exclaimed : " Wretch I 
Why have you injured this poor man V* The fellow from the 
desert, unable to say anything, merely shook his head as before* 
Hereon the king smiled and said : " We have here a strange 
plaintiff and a strange defendant, neither of whom we are able 
to understand. Is any one present who was a witness of the 
outrage ?" Then several persons appeared who bad been at the 
shop when the barber was shaving the servant of the police 
magistrate. The latter was accordingly produced next day in 
full court, but nothing could be elicited inculpating either him 
or the man from the desert ; accordingly they were merely 
required to procure bail for their good behaviour, and Farrah- 
ruz being declared a lunatic was sent -to the hospital. 

As soon as Nafisa had with the co-operation of Qashank 
succeeded iu deranging the mind of Farrahruz, they sought the 
ring but wer-e imable to find it ; then Nafisa said : " My object 
was not so mudi to obtain possession of the ring, than to disap- 
point queen B^u from meeting her lover : and therefore we 
must kill him." As however Qashank the Ufrit had some 
experience in life, he said : " queen of the universe ! Although 
for the sake of gaining your approbation, I have become ungrate- 
ful to my sovereign and have committed such a transgression ; 
I shall not commit the second, the consequences whereof are 
irremediable. This young man has done much good by curing 
the son of the king, who will be displeased with what has 
already happened ; but if we execute the second part of the 
crime we shall certainly jeopardize our own lives." Accordingly 
they concluded to spare the life of Farrahruz, whom the Ufrit 
transported to Damascus where he arrived early in the morning 
and perceived only a barber's shop open ; the owner of which 
he took and threw into the sea, and put Farrahruz into the shop 
in his stead after having by a magic spell caused him to 
assume the shape of the old man. For this reason intelligent 
and wise men have admonished trades people never to open the 
doors of their shops before sunrise, because if they do so, they 
become obnoxious to be injured by genii and demons. 
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After committing this crime Qashank the Ufrit waited the 
next day on the king of the fairies, who immediately asked 
about Farrahruz ; but the Ufrit replied, "May it please your 
exalted Majesty ! A misfortune has befallen Farrahruz. He was 
namely sent by the king of Yemen on some business to the 
river Nile, but when I brought him to the bank of it> the water 
became very tempestuous and the goblin Henkil-who isone of 
Lis enemies and dwells in Egypt, ami also persecutes human 
beings, issued with seventy XJfrits of ext»aordinary power from 
the stream, and as I was unable to cope with them, they dragged 
Farrahruz under the water and separated bis* head from the 
body which immediately again rose to the surface and. became 
a prey of voracious beasts, so that I was compiled ta return in 
great distress*" At first the- king believed thas statement, but 
his Vizier, Akhtar by name said**: " AsL am aware of the evil 
disposition of Qashank I intended to dissuade your Majesty from 
appointing him- to this business, especially as he^has been still 
more led astray by Nafisa, and it is most probable that .she has 
had something to do in the matter r; especially as^. she harbours 
enmity towards queen B&nu and has also^ou aiformer occasion 
injured! Farrahruz." Accordingly the king doubted of the 
veracity of the report which the Ufrit had 'made, examined him 
again, but without efifect> and finally imprisoned him till further 
orders: 

The nexidiyr one of the treasurers made his appearance with 
a ring and said : " This is the ring your Majesty hod given to 
Farrahruz, but it returned' to tiie treasury." Accordingly the 
king knew that Farrahruz was alive, and calling for Qashank 
he showed him the ring, and told him tiuit he would extort the 
truth by force. On that occasion one of the serving genii of 
the king^ who had' for some time been wandering among men 
for the purpose of avenging his brother's death, made his 
appearance and<^staled> that be had at Damascus seen <a lunatic, 
who is incessantly complaining about Qashank, and^ he is pro- 
bably Farrahniz. Hereon ihe king immediatdy handed the- 
riBg to a goblin, with orders to. bring Farrahruz; which wa» 
accordingly done, and when the latter beheld^the king he^ 
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wept bitterly, but the latter embraced and comforted him. 
Then the king sent for Qashank, Nafisa and queen B&nu, the 
former two he reproved and imprisoned, and to the latter he 
said : '' Beloved daughter ! although it is not customary that 
fairies should marry human beings ; but as this young man has 
conferred great benefits on us, I have concluded to espouse him 
to you in the orthodox Musulman fashion. Queen B&nu who 
was of the same opinion, replied : " Noble uncle ! I consider 
you as my father and shall obey you as long as I live." The 
matrimonial ceremony was celebrated in due form, and the 
happy couple was delighted. Sometime afterwards Farrahruz 
informed the king Nu Bahar of his promise to the Sult&i of 
Yemen, and said that if he were allowed one year's furlough he 
would return at the expiration of it, and never any more 
separate from them. The king and the queen B&nu complied 
with this request and ordered the required four trees to be 
prepared and to be carried to Yemen by seventy faithful 
goblins, whom Farrahruz accompanied. 

The courtiers of the Sultan of Yemen had been all the time 
rejoicing, because they fancied that Farrahruz would not return. 
On the other hand the king flattered himself that he would 
soon make his appearance. One month of the leave had not 
yet expired when news was brought that Farrahruz had arrived 
bearing the required trees on four elephants and was himself 
riding on a fifth. Accordingly the king marched out with the 
army to meet him ; and catching sight of each other they both 
alighted with the greatest manifestations of joy. They rode 
together into the city amongst the joyful acclamations of the 
people and in the palace a separate throne was erected for 
Farrahruz on which he took his seat When the four golden 
date-trees were placed around the Sultan's throne and every- 
thing was arranged with the greatest splendour, the envious 
Viziers and Secretaries were greatly disappointed and said 
to each other: "This man is wonderfully lucky; for, he 
succeeds in whaitever he undertakes, and has entirely eclipsed 
us, so that the king does not care much for any one except for 
Farrahruz." 
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When the four golden date-trees were placed around the new 
throne and the golden cock opposite to it, and all the grandees 
and courtiers had taken their seats, the king said : " What else 
besides these costly objects, and so dear a friend can contribute 
to augment the happiness and glory of a king?" Hereon the 
envious Viziers and courtiers said : " May your Majesty live 
for ever ! Indeed there is nothing in this world as splendid 
as the spectacle we at present contemplate ; and to make your 
Majesty's felicity complete it would only be required to convey 
this news to the eternal world, to inform the forefathers of your 
Majesty who now occupy the chief places in paradise ; and as 
they enjoy the closest familiarity with the angels of mercy, and 
their prayers meet with response ; it would be very convenient 
to request a prolongation of your Majesty's life which would 
probably be granted." After hearing this speech the king was 
astonished, smiled, and said : "You ask indeed something very 
foolish and unattainable!" They however replied: "May it 
please your Majesty ! All things in this world depend upon 
good luck ; and as long as the latter serves any man, he will ii^ 
the easiest manner succeed in anything he may undertake ; and 
praise be to God, the case is such with your Majesty !" As 
opinions uttered by many persons find generally an approba- 
tive response, although they may sometimes be absurd, and the 
flames into which they fan the imagination cannot be extin- 
guished by every intellect, they made an impressdon on th^ 
mind of the king, who concluded that there could be no harm 
in discussing the matter, and therefore he said: "Who can 
undertake such a business ?" Hereon all again said : " Farrahruz 
is the happy man who is successful in everything !" The king 
exclaimed : " I have scarcely recovered from the grief I suffered 
on account of his absence, and have scarcely begun to enjoy the 
happiness of his presence ; how could I again separate from him ? 
You ought to mention some one else." When however Farrah- 
ruz perceived the turn affairs were taking, he leapt up and 
said: "As long as your Majesty's slave is alive he is alwaya 
ready to obey your Majesty's behests. If I obtain leave for 
one year I shall accomplish the business within that space of 
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time.'* As no other person offered his services the king wag 
forsooth compelled again to part with his favorite. 

Farrahruz suggested that all the letters ought to»be prepared, 
and that every one who had a friend or relative in the other 
world might send him a message. Accordingly the king indited 
to one of his Secretaries the following epistle : ''^In consequence 
of the intimation of the sovereign of the decrees^ of fate, of 
whose power the eidstence of all creatures is but one sign, our 
glorious relatives and ancestors have left this terrestrial abode 
and have departed to the eternal paradise, and having thus 
been delivered of all the vicissitudes of fortune^ they have left 
me to inherit their just and righteous government, so- that I 
have by the boundless mercy of the Giver of all gifts become 
very happy, and none of my wishes remained- unfulfilled.. Ac* 
cordingly I have sent this letter by my devoted servant Farrah- 
ruz to set the minds of my blessed ancestors at rest on: this 
subject. As I am however aware that they are drowned in the 
shoreless ocea» of the mercy of the Most High, and as I fear 
the thread of my life might suddenly be snapped, and can on 
that account not enjoy my happiness as I ought; and' as those 
denizens of the holy regions of the kingdom of pardon are closely 
connected and befriended with the angels of mercy and the 
cherubim of the Courts of unity, I flatter myself that they will 
be able to obtain the prolongation of the terrestrial existence of 
my life. I do not v^otture to spin out this request to- a greater 
length and making my hntnble obeisance I crave that the 
bearer of this, Farrahruz who is indispensable ta my comfort, 
be not detained beyond the space of a few days.**^ 

When all the letters were written the king sealed them and 
gave them to Farrahruz. The Viziers and Secretaries obeyed 
the example of their sovereign and likewise wrote affectionate 
letters to all their departed relatives. When the Sultin asked 
Farrahruz how he would depart to the next world, the latter 
requested a great quantity of dry wood to be piled up. After 
more than a thousand donkey-loads of fuel had been accumu- 
lated Farrahruz kissed the hand of his sovereign, took affec* 

tionate leave and requested the fire to be kindled; at the four 
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comers of tlve pil^e. When this wjis done and Fattfthruz was 
enveloped in smoke he put the magic ring on his finger and 
washy the goblins in the twinkling of an eye transported to 
queen Bdnu and to king Nu Bahar to whom he related hig 
advetfttures and they highly approved of his stratagem. 

In that delightful region Farrahruz spent a whole year joy- 
fully with his beloved spouse queen Bdnu ; and when the just 
mentioned time had expired he informed her that this is the 
la&t service he had to perform to the Sultan of Yemen, and that 
hereafter he would be entirely devoted to her. King Nu Bahar 
replied that they wished only to please him and that he might 
act as be lik^d. Accordingly Farrahruz wrote various replies 
on the part of the spirits of paradise for the Sultan of Yemen 
as well as for his Viziers and Secretaries. Then the goblins 
conveyed him to Yemen, 

When Farrahruz had embarked on his last enterprize all the 
people and the king were grieved; but not the Viziers and 
Secretaries, who said : " It is wonderful that a young man who 
was otherwise very intelligent should voluntarily have caused 
such a fire to be kindled, and then have thrown himself into it ; 
nor is there any possibility of his ever returning." Accordingly 
their joy was great. The king himself half despaired of the 
return of his favorite ; nevertheless when the promised day of 
it arrived he held a great levee in which all the grandees and 
Viiiers were ordered to be present. The latter of course obeyed 
but whispered to each other : '* Our king is indeed a silly fool I 
One year has elapsed since be threw a man into the fire who 
was burnt to ashes, and now he expects him to return/' Their 
gladness was however soon ended, beoause the approach of 
Farrahruz was announced among tumultuous acclamations of 
joy ; and when he actually made his appearance the king was 
almost frantic with ecstasy, kissed him fervently, and exclaimed : 
" Now I feel that I am the happiest of men !" Then his Ma- 
jesty made enquiries about his exalted ancestors, and Farrahruz 
took out the letters, saying : '' Exalted sovereign, no man is 
able to describe the multifarious pleasures of paradise, the 
sweetness of the climate, the beauty of the flowers, the attrac- 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



118 FORTUNE AND MISFORTUNE. 

tions of the agreeable Hooris, the splendid palaces, nor the 
least pleasures of that supernatural abode ; and your Majesty 
will not have any idea of them until you participate yourself 
in those delights. Indeed I was myself unwilling to leave 
that blessed region but my duty compelled me to do so. Your 
Majesty's exalted father is in paradise, and your mother is his 
partner ; the other relatives also occupy appropriate dignities 
and are waited upon by many Hooris and slaves. When I 
arrived, various robes and jewels had been sent for your Majesty's 
reception, but when I represented that your Majesty is very 
happy on earth, they rescinded the command." When Far- 
rahruz had terminated this speech the Sultan thanked him, 
and perused the letter brought by the former from paradise 
and which contained numerous compliments, with a promise 
of the ancestors that they would despatch to the earth numer- 
ous costly gifts and that for this purpose the Viziers, Secretaries 
and Officials whose names were marked in a list given to 
Farrahruz, should with the utmost speed proceed to paradise,, 
because also their ancestors and relatives were extremely 
desirous of meeting them ; therefore they are in no manner to 
elude this command, on pain of incurring the displeasure of 
the Almighty ; but that, as they were needed to carry on the 
government of Yemen, they would again be sent back to the 
earth at the expiration of forty days. 

After that the letters were shown to the Viziers and Secre- 
taries and they were informed of the great happiness in store 
for them. When they read the letters and received the 
verbal orders of the king to be ready on the next morning 
to start for paradise, the Viziers perceived with terror that 
their lives were in danger, and when the Sultin read their 
thoughts in their countenances he exclaimed : " O ye unlucky 
fools ! All intelligent and pious men labour during their whole • 
lives to attain paradise, and you ought to be delighted with 
the news you have just now received! Get quickly ready to 
depart 1" Accordingly they were obliged to feign acquiescence 
and prepared for death. Then Farrahruz said: "Although 
there are many roads there is ngne nearer than the one by 
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which your Majesty's humble servant has departed !" There- 
fore the king ordered a great quantity of wood to be piled up, 
and sent to the top of it about fifty of those wicked and envious 
men. When the fire was kindled and began to distress them 
they pleaded for mercy and said : " We acknowledge our fault 
and we repent of it. Hereafter we shall never envy nor slander 
any one !" But their entreaties were not heeded and they 
became a prey of the flames. 

After the just mentioned event the Sultin was counting the 
days, and when the fortieth had arrived, he said to Farrahruz : 
" To-day our friends must return and I am expecting them." 
Accordingly His Majesty waited till evening, and thinking that 
some accident had happened to them in their supernatural 
journey he said to Farrahruz : '^ Wise men have said that the 
road to the next world is full of dangers, and therefore I think 
something has happened to our friends." Hereon Farrahruz 
exclaimed : " May it please your Majesty ! That is a road 
which not everybody can travel upon ;" related the truth of the 
whole afl&iir and continued : " The greatest service I have ever 
done to Your Majesty, was, to purge the country of these 
miscreants and caitiffs ; because they would by their conspira- 
cies and treacherous machinations at last have succeeded in 
ruining the kingdom." When the Sultin became fully aware 
of the worthlessness of those Viziers, he thanked Farrahruz and 
said: " As long as I have you, what more Viziers do I need, 
and as I possess no oflfspring I make you my successor." Far, 
rahruz kissed the ground of obedience and replied: "May 
power and dominion always belong to Your Majesty ! I have 
sojourned here to serve Your Majesty and to remove those 
wretches. But as I am connected with the fairies I have no 
longer the option to remain here. I shall however bring my 
parents and relatives and beg Your Majesty to receive them 
under the shadow of Your protection." The Sultdn agreed to 
this proposal, and by order of Farrahruz the Ufrits brought his 
whole family to Yemen, all of whom were most happy to meet 
him. The Sultdn made Khojah Marjdn the father of Farrah- 
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120 FOaTUNK AND MISFORTUNE. 

mz his Vizier^ and appointed dl the relatives of his favorite to 
various stations. 

When the leave of Farrahruz had expired he bade adieu to 
the Sult&n and to his relatives, and departing to the land of the 
fEdries he joined his wife, queen £^u ; and whilst he lived he 
never omitted to visit his relatives once every six months. At 
last however all responded to the unavoidable behest of the 
sovereign of destiny, and being divested of the borrowed gar- 
ments of this perishable life, they departed to the regions of 
eternity. 
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